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Department of Justice, 
Atten. Ur* 0* Edgar Hoover> 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ur. Hoover* 


A a INFORMATION CONTAINED 
:iN IS UNCLASSIFIED,, , 


The sppsaded srtlcls ns printed in thsWsw Tork Tines issue of Sunda 
8eptsmbsr 22 f 1940 and ff baaed on proren facta ,should be of vital importance to our 
War Department aa well^ aa to that of other nations now controlled oy insane dictators. 


If 9 &a the author statesjthe teleforce has oeen perfected by Nikola i 1 #ala,it 
would be a measure of faceeightedness to insure tie constant guarding against his beir 
molested ,possibly kidnapped and toxtured,by alien enemies for the purpose of selling 
"the secret of each an Invalua b le instrument of «sur and/or defense 


The foregoing is offered just in case the article aad its inferences have not 
boon called to jour attest ion* 





Very truly youre 
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“Death Ray" for Plane* 

Nikola jrTesla, one of tha truly 
great inventors who celebrated his 
eighty-fo*rth birthday on July 10, 
tells thefl writer that ha stands 
r^ady to'tdlvulge to the United 
States Government the secret of hia 
‘ teleforce." with which, ha said, 
ah-plane motors would be melted at 
a distance of 250 miles, so that an 
Invisible Chinese Wall of Defense 
would be built around the country 
against any attempted attack by an 
enemy air force, no matter bow 
large. 

This “teleforce/* ha said, Is based 
on an entirely new principle of 
physics that “no one has ever 
dreamed about,’* different from the 
principle embodied in his inventions 
relating to the transmission of elec¬ 
trical power from a distance, for 
which he has received & number of 
basic patents. This new type of 
force, Mr. Tesla said, would oper¬ 
ate through a beam one one-hun- 
dred-millionth of a square centi¬ 
meter in diameter, and could be 
generated fron? a special plant that 
would cost no more than $2,000,000 
and would take only about three 
months to construct. 

A dozen such plants, located at 
strategic points along the coast, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be 
enough to defend the country 
against all possible aerial attack. 
The beam wo*ld melt any engine, 
whether Diesel or gasoline-driven, 
and would also ignite the explosives 
aboard any bomber. No possible 
defense against it could be devised, 
he asserts, as the beam wptfjjd be 
all-penetrating. 

High Vacuum Eliminated 

The beam, he states, involves fou’ 
new inventions, two of which al¬ 
ready have been tested. One of 
these is & method and apparatus 


m 


Apher 
Jktm 

«faii, / 2or a 




—"— " 5 

jjpor ^producing rays 
jm&nifestatlons ^f er 
^air, elimiaating^the i 
high vacuum; & second is & method 
and process for producing “very 
great electrical force”; the third 
Is a method for amplifying this 
force, and the fourth is a new 
method for producing ”a tremen¬ 
dous electrical repelling force.” 
This would be the projector, or 
gun, of the system. The voltage 
for propelling the beam to its objec¬ 
tive. according to the inventor, 
will attain & potential of 50,000,000 
volts. s 

With this enormous voltage, he 
said, microscopic electrical parti¬ 
cles of matter will be catapulted on 

their nlission of defensive destruc- 

* 

tion. He has been working on this 
invention, he added, for many years 
and has recently made a number of 
improvements in It. 

Mr. Tesla makes one Important * 
stipulation. Should the government 
decide to take up his offer he would 
go to work at once, but they would 
have to trust him. He would suf-! 
fer “no interference from experts." 

In ordinary times such a condi¬ 
tion would very likely interpose an 
insuperable obstacle. But times be¬ 
ing what they are, and with the 
nation getting ready to spend bil¬ 
lions for national defense, at the 
same time taking in consideration 
the reputation of Mr. Teala as an 
inventor who always was many 
years ahead of his time, the ques¬ 
tion arises whether it may not be 
advisable to take Mr. Tesla at his 
word and commission him to go 
ahead with the construction of his 
teleforce plant. 

Such a Device *'Invalual^^e ,, 

After all, $2,000,000 would he rela¬ 
tively a very small sum compared 
with what is at stake. If Mr. Tesla 
really fulfills his promise the re¬ 
sult achieved would be truly stag¬ 
gering. Not only would it save bil¬ 
lions now planned for air defense, 
by making the country absolutely 
impregnable against any air attack, 
but it would also eave many more 
billions In property that would 
otherwise be surely destroyed no 
matter how strong the defenses are 
as witness current events in Eng- 
land. 

• Take, for example, the Panama 
Canal. No matter how strong the 
defenses, a suicide squadron of dive 
bombers, according to some ex¬ 
perts, might succeed In getting 
through and cause such damage 
that would make the Canal un¬ 
usable, in which cause our Navy 
might find itself bottled up. 

Considering the probabilities In ! 
the case even if the chances were 
100,000 to 1 against Mr. Tesla the 
odds would still be largely in favor 
of taking a chance on spending 
$2,000,000. In the opinion of the 
writer, who has known Mr. Tesla 
for many years and can testify that 
.'he still retains full Intellectual 
lyi gor, the authorities in charge of 
Wfjcdwjg the national defense should 
at once look into the matter. The 
sum i? insignificant compared with 
i the magnitude of the stake. 
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I wleh to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated September 24, 1940,/together with Its 
enclosure. 

lour ocurtesy and interest in bringing 
this information to my attention are indeed 
appreciated, and you may be assured your letter 
will receive appropriate consideration. 



Sincerely yours. 



. John Cigar Hoover 
Director 
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Mr. Quia* T*js, 


UNSUBS — EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND/RESEARCH OF NIKOLA TE 


DR] 

CEASED, -fl wmm ESPIONAGE - M. RETEL/UNDER ABOVE HEADING TO 
FROM THIS OFFIClTBATED JAN NINE LAST* INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIED 
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS 3tMM STATED IN 
REFERENCE TELETYPE* ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, SAVA^KOSANOVICH, GEORGE 
*CLARK, AND KENNETH^SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WITtt A * REPRESENTATIVE 
OF SHAW WALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA. 
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY 
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A 
WILL OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE 
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT 
YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEEZEY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A 
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVEN¬ 
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY. 
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN¬ 
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO¬ 
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE 
SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS 
NOV IN POSSESSION 09CMBC KOSANOVICH. ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN 
NINE^GORSUCH AND MaSMX. FTIZGERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO 
HOTEL'AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT fWO 
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO 
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED. 
AT THAT Tmm TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY 
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SINCi. 
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO 4MHR BEEN SEALED AND 
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTTCUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLA 
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS 
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT MM9RC FEELS THAT NO OTHER 
AGENCY WILL BE ABLE 
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TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS; 
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PAGE TWO 

AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE 
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTyiNTO HIS CUS-' 

TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, AMBCBMBEK ALLEGED BY INFORMANT 
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN 
A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS 
THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY . 
FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND HOTEL 
APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL’ 
MBCX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS 
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN 'PROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE¬ 
PORT HE WAS mmtX VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT IfiflK MENTALLY DERANGED DURING 
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE 
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT 
INVENTOR. THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE 
PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED 
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW 
QUOTE NeSMSHRC PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP¬ 
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND -GREECE, UNQUOTE. 

SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO 
IS teMKX DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULD 
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTROL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED 
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSOPROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER 
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE 
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS 
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER 
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT, 

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH¬ 
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON 1B9B( COULD NOT BE REVIEWED WT 
Mm EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL¬ 


OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED. 
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EXPERIMENTS AN 

TESLA, DECEASED. ESPIONAGE - K. NIKOLA TESLA, ON 
STANDING SCIENTISTS IN THE ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED 
TEEN FORTY THREE AT THE HOTEL NEW YORKER, NEW YCJ 
’LIFETIME, HE CONDUCTED MANY EXPERIMENTS IN CCNNEC 
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THE DEATH RAY. ACCORDING TO INFORMATION FURNISHED 
THREE SIX FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY, THE NOTES A 
EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DESiGNS OF 
VITAI.T7F THEM ARE AMONG TESLAS PERSONAL EFFECTS, A 
TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEEP THEM FROM FALLINGS! 

UNFRIENDLY TO THE WAR EFFORT OF THE UN 
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SSESSION OF 
THERE IS A 
AVAILABLE TO 


ING TO SPANEL, A DISTANT RELATIVE OF TESLA, 

WAS INTENSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING STEPS T 
THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMNTS AND PLANS. SPANEL BELIEVE 
STRONG LIKELIHOOD THAT KOSANOVICK WILL MAKE THIS MATERIAL 
. TO THE ENEMY. •'SPANEL ADVISED G TWO HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, AS 
WELL AS MR KORKIN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN WASHINGTON, CONCERING 
THE ABOVE. SPANEL WAS ALSO INTZLEPKCNIC COMMUNICATION WITH 
L02AD0, ONE OF THE ADVISORS TO VICE PRESIDEB 

MATTER, AND L02AD0 TOLD SPANEL THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY 

INTERESTED IN THE EFFECTS OF TESLA AND REQUESTED SPANEL TO LOSE NO TIME 
IN DOING ALL HE COULD TO PRESERVE THEM. ELOYCE FITZGERALD. AN 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WHO HAD BEEN QUITE CLOSE TO TESLA DURING HIS LIFE 
TIME, ADVISED THE NEW YORK OFFICE THAT ON JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN 
FORTY THREE, SAVA KGSANOVICH, GEORGE CLARK, WHO IS IB 
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AND LABORATORY- FOR RCA, AND KENNETH SUEZEY OF ONE SIX THREE MILTON 
ET, 5R00LKYN, NY, WEN T TO T ESLAS ROOMS IN THE NEW YORKER, AND WITH 
THE ASSISTANCE OF A'OMMK LOCKSMITH BROKE INTO A SAFE WHICH TISLrt 
HAD INKIS ROOMS IN WHICH HE KEPT SOME OF HIS VALUABLE PAPERS, INCLUDING u , 

IMPORTANT wmmam ELECTRICAL FORMULAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA. WITHIN THE _J 
PAST MONTH, TESlA TOLD FITZGERALS T HAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN CONNECTION WIin 


THE WIRELESS TRANSMISSION OF,.ELECTRICAL POWER HAD BEEN COMPLETED ANEbfljLosrW 
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PAGE TWO 


[FITZGERALD ALSO KNOWS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND 
ARY TYPE OF TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE 
IT IS FITZGERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT 
TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME. FROM STATEM 
GEARLD BY TESLA , HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS * 
AND EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THIJ 
THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA. HE ALSO KNOWS THAT 3 
MODEL OF TESLA S WHI CH COST MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND 
A SAFETY aHP B» DEPOSIT BOX BEL ONGING TO TESL/fc 
CLINTON H4VMMX HOTEL, AND fOTHW** FITZGEARLD 
HAS TO DO WITH THE SO CALLEDE DEATH RAY OR THE WIR 
ELECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FITZGEARLD 
THAT HE HAS SOME KPIX EIGHTY BBBl TRUNKS INDIFFE 
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLAN’S HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS 
BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF 
BE TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FI EL 1 
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Nikola Tesla, one of the world’s outsta- 
the electrical field, died at his residence in th< 

York City, on January 7> 1943. In the course, of 
many experiments with respect to the trarjscission 

* / - n J * T ># a J 

of radio and what is commonly celled the^Death Rayli^ ^EL« €>: 
respect to the wireless trarsnission of electrical gp^fer^ere 
hee.c c<v pitted and perfected, and Tesla had also con^S^red and 
revolutionary type of torpedo which is not in use b] 
time. The specifications, explanations of the basil 
of Tesla’s scientific endeavors a~e reported to be ^c^hls effects, 
reported to have some 80 trunks in different olaces Soontainin^ t 
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olsns having to do with his exo°rin°rts rs well as a working model of one of 
his de^eloom^rts in t.*.e safety deposit box at the Governor Clinton Hotel. 
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indicated that r.o steps have been taken to preserve Tesla’s records and models 
or to keep tner from ^ailing into the hands of individuals sympathetic to + v 
Axis cowers. 
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^ Tesla has a distant relative by the name of Sav&jKosanovich, whom he 

intensely disliked. Kosanovich is reported to be taking siecs to met possession 
of these important documents and plans, and Spanel believes there is a strong 
likelihood that Kosanovich will make such information available to the enemv. 


On January 7, 1943, Hosanovioh, accompanied 4 by f-eorge^Clark, in charge of t re 
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Museum and Laboratory for RCA, and Kenneth• 

Tesla’s rooms at the Hotel New Yorker where/ with the aid of a locksmith, *S^n*ci*y* 
broke into a safe in which Tesla kept some of ftifJQTfclttkt'le papers, i^c^ding^ 
important electrical formulae, designs, et cetera.£ bi3' 
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of the advisors to Vice President Wallace. Lcza.do « 
Government was vitalIv interested in the effects of 
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Neuorandum for the director 



The New York Office was instructed to dis 
with the State’s Attorney in Yew Y^rk City with the 
^osanovich into custody or a burglary charge and ob 
which Kosanovich is reported to have taken from Tes 
out that any activities pursued by the State’s Attor 
a most secret fashion in order to avoid any publici 
inventions* The New York Office was also instructs 
Court in order that stops could be placed against tip 
hir hotel and any other points, in particular, the j mte 
hav® in order that no one ney enter then without a J 
present and every precaution taken to preserve the secrec 
The New York Office is to keep the-Bureau advised of all de’ 

Respectfully, 
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January 12, 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, LADD 


On Friday, January 8th, Mr. L. M. C. Sgifth called me A Mis -, c a ndi 
in connection with the death of NikolS-Tesla . He adj^J_ Jj/^ ,jCsQ 
vised me that he was concerned about the possibiliffTT^ 3 ^ 
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks ofi 
Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understoodvdat 
the War Department was interested in this matter and 
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian's office 
was thkina some action. He desired to know whether the 
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla 
from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the 
Bureau would seize possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith 
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian 
along the same lines. I told him that in view of the fact 
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property 
Custodian *s. office, there did not appear to be any action 
which the Bureau could or should take . 
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ciotfoA to you far having written m ceyou >:■- . ;<:5' 
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April 3, 


1950 



l INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFf 

date^^b 



■ »■ 




wtnM Is node to your Inquiry by telephone 
on Haroh 29, 1950, eoneerning certain technioal papars which 
belonged to the late Nikoltr Tesla. 


Tol*on_ 

Udd 


ttawln^ 
« cbols 


r%cy_ 

srbo_ 

»tjr_ 

lie. Rooa 


ody 


From an examination of our files, we hare-^een 
able to deteraine that this Bureau has newer been 5jj| poseeesioa, 
as had been indioated to you, of a oopy of Dr. Tesla’s papers. 

» ^ ^ • * 


Very sineerely yours, o 

. JL Hoov*’ 



j CQvjv\ . f j’ 



Director, FBI 
SAC, Kerr York 

SAVA K. KOSAHOVIC 
DTIM3CAL SECURITI-YU 

(ftufile 65-47953) 


April 17, 1950 


Rebulet dated April 3 last* 

* • . 

* . • 

On April 7, 1950 agents of this of floe interviewed Mr* J*V* POTTS, 

Tins President of tbs Manhattan Warehouse and Storage Company, 52nd Street 
4 7th Avenue, Mow Toxic City, and at that tine Mt. POTTS advised that the 
rules of his firm required that all parsons gaining access to goods stored 
by Manhattan first had to fill out an appropriate fora setting forth their 
names, date of visit, sod reason for requesting access to the goods* 

In & review od the file pertaining to the storage of the effects of 
MDT'LA TESLA, ML* POTTS revealed that only one such visit had been wads by 
persons outside of the management of Manhattan Storage iteelf* This me 
occession took place on January 26 and 27, 1943, at which tine representatives 

of the Alien Property Custodian made a through review of the entire effects 

or the WSLA -w. /v / k'o L h I 


The TESIA effects are stored in room 5J and 5L of Manhattan Storage'a 
waiebouse at 52nd Street 4 7th Avenue, Mew "fork City* MR* MICHAEL KUO* who 
stated ha had been Floor Supervisor for approximately 10 years on the floor 
in question, stated that he oould recall only the one occassion in early 1943 
when an earaainatlon was smde of the TESLA effects* Be stated that at that 
tins onerous photographs were taken by the examiners* Bis description of 
the equipment used would tend to show that a microfilms reproduction waa nade 
of acme of the papers of the deceased scientist* MTt* HMQ added that severel 
of the group asking the axasdnstion wore U*S* Mary uniform, and dazing the 
too days required to acsplete the examination the civilian assistants In tha 
group were identified to him only as "FEEEKAL AUTHORITIES** According to MR* 
KUO, no other instance of microfilming of the reoorda of tha TESIA estate has 
taken place slnoe that time* 

' / 

It should be noted that the Bureau was informed of tha examination men¬ 
tioned above by Mew York letter (with attachments) dated October 17, 1945# 
entitled QKKHOBH SUBJECT; SAVA NDSANDVICH; Experiments 4 Research of VHPIA 
TESLA (Dueceaaed), Eapdonage-M* 


cci 65-12290 


fclH: JJC 
105-1391 




/"i /d 

nStBECOROED 
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ORIGINAL FILED IN ( 


Letter to Direcbr, FBI 

HI 105-1391 


UR* POTTS stated that no inquiry had be to received by Manhattan from 
SAVA N* HDSANOVICH, nor had Manhattan informed him, in any way, that an ex¬ 
amination of the TESLA effect* had been made by anyone* In fact, added MR* 
POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TXSIA estate has been in the 
form of bills for storage* 

Mi. POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would 
of neoessity be directed to him, and to date no such Inquiries have been made* 

a 

e 

Interviewing agents explained to MR* POTTS that the examination made, 
as mentioned above, was not instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken 
part In that examination. 

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 
a closed status, and no further investigative action la contemplated by this 
office* CIDSED* 


blC 
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August 18, 1952 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Records 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 


vr.EWJl u 





In a manner of introduction, I wish to state that I am working 
toward a degree in Electrical Engineering at the Institute of 
Technology of the University of Minnesota. 

For several years, I have been engaged in a study of extensive 
compass and detail concerning the researches a,nd writings of 
the late, world renowned scientist, Dr. Nikola_Tesla. At con¬ 
siderable expense, I have acquired an extensive collection of 
materials relating to Dr. Tesla and his ’.forks which include: 

1) Personal letters written by Tesla to his close friend. 

2) Numerous periodicals, some of which are to be found in 
only a few libraries throughout the United States. 

3 ) A few rare books which have now become "collector's 
items". 

4) A collection of issued patents. 

Although the items listed are considerable in number, the spe¬ 
cific information desired is lacking. 

As I understand it, because of the nature of Dr. Tesla's role 
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent 
applications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of 

19-43. 

The purpose of this seizure, as described in numerous articles, 
was to determine whether these papers contained suggestions 
leading toward advancements in the field of science. 
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Now it seems that sufficient time has elapsed for an inves¬ 
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Estate has been r°leased 
by the depcirtment in charge, any records that can be made 
available for examination will be welcomed. 

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General, 
Director, Oifice of Alien Property, informed me that the Library 
of Congress lleted Certain works, writings and research studies 
prepared oy the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed 
to the Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no 
files on the researches of Tesla". 

A similar result was obtained from the Bureau of Naval Research 
and the Department of Commerce. 

I am especially interested in the research work in which Tesla 
was engaged in his later years. There are various unpublished 
’works, such as a 10-page typewritten statement presented in 
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his 
discoveries and giving a resume 1 of his work in the fields of 
gravity and cosmic ray research, etc. Also, Tesla prepared 
various papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Pierre 
Gutz.man Prize from the Institute of France. My inquiry is in 
effort to determine whether any of these documents, as well as 
others, are at this time available. 

I will greatly appreciate any information in regard to any 
records which you may have. 


Ver; 


;uly yours 
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Dear 


With reference to your letter of 
August 16, 1952, our files disclose that 
ths effects of Nikola Tesla were taken into 
custody at the time of his death by the 
Office of Alien Property, and not by this 
Bureau . Consequently, you may wish to 
communicate further with that agency, which 
may be addressed a« follows: (65-47953) 

Assistant Attorney General 
Rowland 7. Kirks 

Director, Office of Alien Property 
United States Department of Justice j 
101 Indiana Avenue, N . W . 

Washington 25, D . C. 

Sincerely yours, 
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r ( John Edgar Hoover 
' i f. Director 
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cc - I - jtaaistan i Ait ^ tty^fOeneral (with copy of/ 

Rowland F, Kirks incqmyng) 

Director?-Office of Alien Property ' 

United States Department of Justice 
101 Indiana Avenue, N. V,. -1 arm. 

Washington 25, D. C. ' v A’ jV <i! 
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NOTE: No reference Bureau files o n corresponde nt 
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DATE: /'ay 5 , 1253 
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T olson- 

Balmont -1— 

- 

Glsvin- 

Harbo- 

Rosen- 

Tracy- 

Gearty- 

Mohr- 


SUBJECT: 


NIKOLA TESLA (Deceased) 

i nfc it v:: : . ok cokcl’k:i:jg 


Standards 
zf Nay 4, 19-.-3 
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'■■■-ist-l IS U"C! 

"i£TF Obh.ft B' 

Ordnance Sectribn uf xtreHuret 
xTensi on 623) called on the afternoon 


Wioierro»d — 
Tele. Room. 

Holloman- 

Stzoo- 

Miss Gandy 


.0 


taxed that he had been reading a book entitled, 
"Tb^Pr'o^RfiH^G^n^s - The Life of Nikola Tesla' by John J. 

'Neill, wn om.^^^^^Mde scribed as a science wi^t^^^ter a New 
rk newspanei^^^^ttisher - Ives l.ashburn), a^^HHpoted in this 
book that Bureau Agents went to Tesla's roor.j^^nowing his death 
on January 7, 1943, opened h is saf^^exa-i ined his papers, and 
took over^^^^^rsonal files, d this appeared on page 

277 . AT tated that TeS j^^^s the father of modern 
power en^w^^^wig, being responsible for the invention of the 
A. C. generator, motor transmission, and other electrical engineering 
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feats. He inouired (l) if the zHirers and works of Tesla were 
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in 


i/i i 
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n. 


the &:recu, qrd (2) if 
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were then available 


f q r r^vi tv in v i e i: of tie ir sc ie n t i f ic irrrvorza nee • 

.* v *J _ 


{ Qj I told K r( 

taking Tesla's fil'es 
check on the matter. 



that the statement concernina the Bureau's 
not seer, very logical but that I would 


• i 


The Bureau's files reflect that shortly after the death 
of Tesla in his hotel room in New York City on January 7, 1943, 

Sava Kosanovichf a distant relative, and other•individuals 
entered h is room and opened the safe, examining certain w.uterials 
which he possessed. On January 8, 1943, Nr. L. 11. C. Smith of 
the Department advised Mr. Tamm that he was concerned about the 
possibility of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks of 
Tesla and apparently the Office of Alien Property Custodian was ) ^ 
taking some action regarding these effects • Since the matter was-? 
being handled by the Office of Alien Property Custodian, the fyiiveau 
did not maize any inquir ies into this situation. (65-47953-6y 

• It is noted also that 
ril 16, 1948, from Hr 
Milwaukee, i-isconsin, lainin 

ectr xco.1 encineerinn at the Milwaukee School of Ennineer ing and 
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iras interested in the life end works of Tesla. 

M. O 


toted 

that he understood at the time tf Tesla'S death zc^tfur ecu 
took his manuscripts and experiment dc^^f^r national security. 
x he Bureau on April 22, 1548, adu ised VHHjBthat the effects of 
Tesla were handled by the Office of AJ^^^^^operty and not bu the 
FBI,(65-47953-18) 

I called 2 r is morning and told him that it was 

the office of Alien y and not the FBI which took over the 

effects ^^T^la following his death. Accordingly, I suggested 
that ].' ednt wish to communicate with the office of 


Alien Pr 


for further information concerning this matter. 


KIC 


The book n Frodigcl Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla !t 
is not in the ftuereau. Library . A copy is being obtained from 
the Library of Congress. It it ill be examined tc determine 
specifically the reference made to the Bureau 1 s takinc these 

i j • ■ * • 

payers. At ih^t time a determination can be made as to ivhai 
further action should be taken 9 
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ADDE.'JDLV: LLL-.mer 5-14-53 

Page 277 of the "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla," 
describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement: 
"Operatives from, the Federal Bureau of Investigation came and opened 
the safe in his room and took the papers it contained, to examine 
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use 
in the war." 


Since this work was published in 1944, it is not felt 
that any particular purpose would h^s^ued by raising an objection 
with the publishers at this time. individual who raised 

the question, has been set straigh^a^^^xherefore, no further 
action is being takei , 
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Office Ai/ -Horandum • unm 


TES GOVERNMENT 


-FROM : 

V> 

SUBJECT: 


Di-lrecU-’)*; fBI 
S^C, tf 1c?K (•;.;) 


XEb 


DATE: T /'i ' rb \ 


:.:r. G2GEDI E. SCE2FF, JE. ,^.^«^efcord Ec»d, .New Rochelle, New York, 
advised that he received tvo letters froa LEL4Id>1 ^’jLSDIS^GK, 127 Seymou r 
Avenue Southeest, Minneapolis, b-inresota, photostat’ild£&j§foes of rfoich are 
be log furnished the lureau end yinneepoTis. ’ '• 

<9 

Mr. SCHZEFF stated that he was an associate,'igf.,ly t . .-$IKQA 5PPS1A in LL 
1914 and that for many years his father had been Tr'.<pffl^^.frrivnte secretary. 
Mr. SCEaHEF said that he never heard of IZLA'T I. A*'3E&SfflT did he ever 
hear of any of the nazes mentioned in A’.THSX' S 1 ettierte^»X.^ 

;lr. SCrZZrJ stated that he has quite a "bit of writings 

ir. his possession and he didn't nnov whether or not tS’ej wo'il-d. be of value 
to a foreign C cveminent. 

i-X • •■V: A 

Mr ' is an Ina-iae sr^yith Consolidate'" IdiSou ivfcwTorlfe: 

- 1 . - - ±c ~ . j. h.-Is^hv ^^ 

ura-oht to the of the proper authorXier, i wftittf 'ffiS; .fvovd%pp<Jf 


f ter 


Mr. CCI'II.. stated that Lf. thtve. was anything wrong *At3? th^r^rle— 
.. 1 We. be wili'nj cs co^per^tc. udLH the fBl. 'v "‘ s ’ 1 ' 

No - further <ac 1 ioo i.S be-ut^ Xahen ty the XX. Office v IjACB. 
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Lcland I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Avenue Southeast 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


February 3 , 1954 


Mr. George H. Scherff, 
149 Seacord Road 
Westcr.ester, KFW YORK 


Jr 


Dear Mr. Scherff; 

re.: The Rife and work of D 


Nikola Tesla. 


Recently, I have founded an organization in name and honor of 
Dr. Tesla in cooperation with several people who were Intimately 
associated with Tesla during his lifetime, and wltn otners who 
are interested in Dr. Tesla and his achievements from a scien¬ 
tific and historical standpoint. (See enclosed brochure.) I 
nave had some difficulty locating a few of Tesla's associates, 
and, the name of George Scherff is among them. Therefore, it 
is my sincere hope that you . Mr. Scherff, are the person I seek 
as having been associated with Tesla. 

I have personally studied the works of Tesla for a number of 
years, being particularly Interested in elaborating upon his 
researches regarding high-tension radiant beams. Through some 
travel and otr.er efforts, I nave been fortunate to locate many 
original collections of Tesla's correspondence and manuscripts, 
and in a few cases obtained a number of interesting items. 

I was In New York a snort time ago on ousi.oess, and while there 
I visited Mr. Kenneth M. Swezey. Ke Intends to undertake some 
significant work on oenaif of Tesla In tne near future, and 
since re knew Tesla, for so.many years during his i-.ter life, 
it will be handled, with great understanding. 

I hooe t.nat you may have some Interest in the work wnlch I 

rn 


have initiated on benaif of Dr. Tesla. Tnere are many matters 
tnat I wi8.n to discuss with you, provided of course, that you 
are the Mr. Scherff related to the Tesla story. I would-be 
most nappy to near from you at your earliest convenience, and 
will send you all publications of the organization if you wish 
to receive tr.em. 


.’4 » 


Very truly yours, 



-• nri HITT IT' 



Un.vc-rslty Station, Box 131 
"MINNEAPOLIS • 14 • MINNESOTA 


To Those Who Are Interested. In the Life and Work of 

Dh- NIKOLA TESLA 


J 


Following the death of Dr. Nikola Tesla on the 7th of Jeaua- 1 , lyU [,, 
Mr. John J. O’Neill, forner Science Editor of the New York Her.iT ■ Tribune, 
presented the biography 

PRODIGAL GENIUS 
The Life of Nikola Tesla 


- a memorable tribute to one of the most outstanding figures in the en¬ 
tire field of electrical science.. Many reading this biography learned 
of Nikola T&3la for the first llr.e ; despite his monument cue achievements 
with which he has won world-wide acclaim in scientific circles Even 
those closely associated with the fields cf science and engineering dis¬ 
covered a remarkable story not generally known of the brilliant genius 
Tesla whose sensitive oernomlity and seclusion kept his fame in a shadow 


The TESLA-JNTLRNATICNA1 organ!cation is being established in the 
United States in name and honor of Dr, Nikola Tesla by those spring a 
mutual Interest in hl6 life and works. The organisation has as its 
cbjeotlve the promulgation of the truth about Nikola Tesla; that a full 
recognition be made for his unparalleled research work on the effects 
Of currents of high frequency and high potential., and for his achieve¬ 
ments in the realms of --- —^oci- fck j + ** i** £■*-• * o • •*- £SwLon ic* l jl ^ o o • .iinwinc hx t#.• 

It would be the duty of the organ!cation to do all in its power that the 
name of Tesla win in the eyes of the nation the fame deserving of a tr 
great American for his contributions to science, industry, and to this 
country. 


* i 


A journal of the TESLA- INTLkNATJOMAN organisation was issued begin 
nlng the month of November. i/:o In sduition to items of rec nt ana 

historical interest related to la, tr.e journal will include 


1) 


2) 


A formal roster of all 
organization and wish 1 


V 4 t# 


vho h»ve an interest In the Tesla 

♦ rr‘. * * 


■•;r- in its activities 


An cpportunity o f e r.t ri?il 
through the medium of the jou 
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A comprehensive biblro 
concerning Tesla, wh.lc 
collections of Tegliana 
be of particular in ;cr 


c-\i listing of all available ..t-ns 
■* — <# 

- would include a cnlaloring cf the various 
not gd.v.rally known Such a list.n : wl 11 
lance to scholars in the re search fie id." 


L) A presentation of hlth-rto ur /uMlshed writings and analyses of 
Tesla's technical research st ..dien as tney become available. 


The Journal of the TSSlwl-INTahliATlUNAL organization will be forth¬ 
coming at intervals of If - 2 months. Subscription rate is $i.CG for 
10 Issues. Membership In t.ne TESLA-INTERNATIONAL organization 3.3 con¬ 
current with subscription to the Journal. 
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Lcland I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Avenue Southeast 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 



February 12, 1953 


Dear Mr. Scherff, 

It was so very rewarding to receive your reply concerning Dr. Nikola 
Tesla... I have initiated an undertaking on benaif of Tesxa oecause 
I feel that In all right and Justice sonething snould be done to 
perpetuate the name of Tesla and see to it tnat r.ls name ee comes a 
part of the heritage of this nation. A great task peri-aps, out as 
time goes on I uelieve the name of Tesla wlrl become more significant 
in scientific developments. I hope that you may have an Interest In 
the organization which I ;*ave proposed and established, and I will 
be honored to have you as a member. The organization la presently 
set up on the basis of tnose having a autuax Interest in Tesva, with 
a free exchange of information between members. Tne first two Issues 
of the Journal of tne organization are being S-al to you undr:* separate 
cover, ana snould reach you in a day oi* two. 

Some other members which may ue of interest to you are; Muriel nrbus, 
Dorotny Skerrltt, Kenneth Swezey and W. W. Wilnelm. The recent deaths 
of John O'Neill and Edwin Armstrong were very unexpected, and it is 
with a great sadness tnat I received the news anc. loss of these two 
members. 

Do you know if Mr. Lowenstlen nad a daughter? The reason I ask is 
that a woman visited Mr. O'Neill Defcre nis aeath and told r.im that 
sne inherited a groat amount of Tesliana fro.:, ru-r fatner - wuom I pre¬ 
sume to be Mr. Lowenstlen. Tnls woman was a:raid of disclosing tne 
information by reason of her mistaken notion and fear tnat she wou.d 
rudely be raided by the army. You see Mr. O'Neill related to her 
tnat a few army officials visited nis r.ome wftn insistent requests 
for information. Of course ail tnls sort of government interest was 
aroused by Tesla's "Death-Ray" rumors, p.ayec up oy enterprising 
journalists. Well, tne result of all this is that she refused to 
give Mr. O'Neill her marirled name — only that she mar.-led a biamese 
prince no less, and moved to some mid-western city. IT tnls woman 


has tne amount of material tnat Mr. O'Neill intimated, it wouxd cer¬ 
tainly be important to locate ner. 


I believe that one of tne valuable efforts or t..r Tes-a organizati on 
would be to catalog every piece of information concerning Tes-a. I 
have made a beginning effort along tnls line, ana I no >e tnat oefore 
too long all collections of Tesliana may be Located, cataloged, and 
reproduced for fear of eventual loss. Through Mary A. benjamin (of 
Walter R. Eenjamln Autographs in New York) I nave obtained a number 
of significant items of correspondence cetw; - n Tesla and Robert U. 
Johnson. Tne entire' collection of correspondence with Mr. Johnson 

numbers in excess of 70 pieces. I snare this collection with M.rs. 



Lcland I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Avenue Southeast 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
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James a. McChes.ney of Long Island, The period of tnis correspondence 
runs Iron ld>4-1^30. Mrs. KcCnesr.ey Pas ar.otr.er group of correspondence 
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Te^la and Seorge Sylvester Viereck wrier Is very Interesting 


It 




erlod later In T-sla's rife. 
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1 r~ interested to learn whether you Pave co fleeted any mementoes, 
corr r sno.nd' r.ce, writings, etc, of Tesla, For a long wni Is 1 nave 
been tr.-lr.r to _ocate a copy of tne brochure wplch Tesla Issued the 


r * 


st w 
ear-la S’ a 


February, I $-14. It came in a large siuare envelope 
„arse red wax seal with t.ne initials "L’.T." stamped thereon 


^,uite a number of them were distributed throughout New York and 
e.sewp.r- by the Tesla enterprise in an effort to secure flnanci 

•'r,v» * * c ♦ , r,vn« p. »m ■- o >» nvicnfL n "• 7 


al 

backing for t.ne tower and power plant erected at V.ardenclyffe, Long 
Island. You no daunt know of tne brochure of which I speak. I 
thought it would 
trlnute it 
rw though i. 

I nave not 


oe interesting to reproduce this brochure ana dls- 
i-~- .uv....btrs of tne Tesla organization as a memento. 


a <r r\v' * ■*" ^ O r-p.vi 


.y - ~ — U - - 

nave written and Inquired about this brochure extensively, 
been able to locate a copy. Did you ever. Pave one? 


1 Pave Popes that in 193^ (T.ne Tesla Centenary) some significant 
observance may ne organized here in t:.e United States in honor of 
Tesla. Tne Tesla Museum in Yugoslavia has Obtained the Tesla 
inheritance, vr.ica amounts to 3 tons of apparatus,writings, etc. 

It is tne intention (so stated) of the Museum to publish the entire 
writings of Tes.a, including tr.ose in tne inheritance, on the Tesla 
Centenary. I don't know what sort of political propaganda might 
oc injected in this pub.Icatiop, out it cccured to me that it may 

e to arrange ar. advance publication in this country 
a's unoun i Isr.-d works. Unfortunately, there- Is not much to 
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it remained lr. this country, 

r earry ev. ry important paper In t.ne estate were made 

of ..rly.ut Fie id Dove. opmc r.t Center in Ohio. 

Potostats could oe located th-re would be mucr. material 
^ \ 


m ^ r > » r* 

ji • I ^ i ^ ' 4 . 


If these 
for a 


..cation. however, in working with tne Library of Congress in 


* ua.-atlcn of a file on Tes.a, these photostats Pave escaped the 
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Hoping t.nat you may be interested in the efforts of the f ThSLA- 
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on be iirt. 1.of Tesla and wls.u to associate yourself with 


1 rX T 


Yours faithfully, 


■‘'TirrTir T 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 






<r 0 Members of the TESLA-INTERNATIONAL organization 

and t-hoae in ceres ted In the works of 

Dr Nikola Tesla. 
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Tesla 11 



Through speech! a.v i .^go-cent. It is with great pleasure that 
the TkShA- IML.'thTj ' ILL or cantzation announces the reprinting 
of th'.5 close',c of ti clinical 1 - ter&turo,. 
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demand for this 
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. offer will net be re plated, when the 
The no de yi ring a copy of the book are 


f- 


r-. 


- 7 * T 

4.# wL 


0 .0 3 


*• t 


y. 


Cost of this bock ;-.f the special printing rate is only $b„ CO 
ooeVrPf.^d r.;*.y >he ro j-"oie JJnlted_Stfitee to members and 
frier is of \ he V hib-'iPTL.-v ..•.T 2 ".)i-.Cu Gfsanization^ 
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Leland I. Anderson 

127 Seymour Avenue S. E. 

Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 















SAC, Rev York 
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March 10, 195% 



Li O r* 


Director, FBI 

/oo _ 



*xs 


MoV- o-r\ 

F o I Ay 

R^A-c4*,orv 


UELAB) X. ARDKR80H 

macKLLAMEousj ussbral ssccBnr - iu 


r 


Beurlat 2*19-9% concerning the a b ove ca ytloned Individual. 

Salat forwarded to the Bureau t*o Phetoetat* of two latter* Cron Andersen 
which were received end wade available to year efflee bjr O eorf K. 
Beherff, Jr. 


There 1* returned herewith one *e$ of the Photostat* received 
by the Bureau a* enclosure* with your letter lnasnuch a* It type* 
this selvas Intended for retention la your office file. 

At undent 

”~V ' .^odCOlflk®® 
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KENNETH M.SWEZE 


'''NATION CONTAINED 
. " !S UNCLASSIFIED") 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover y / 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear &ir • Hoover: 
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3IJ 


:nJK;i 


Mr. 

Mr. iT-Jr^ * 

Mr. :»r - 

Mr. Parsons_ 


163 Milton Sttfi£t£“«r - 


Brooklyn 22, 


June 25 y If Jl5. Wir.t rr -'' 



Tele. Ko'»m 
Mr. Hell- man 
Miss Gandy . 




V ✓A-* 




Li ♦ 'S 


Back in 1943, the local Alien Property 
Custodian searched through .the belongings of the late 
electrical inventor, NikolsrTesl a. stored in the Manhattan 
Storage Warehouse in Hew *ork City. Tesla had been a 
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so I 
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the 
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tesla's 
nephew and heir, Mr. Sava Kosanovic (Mr. Kosanovic had 
been Minister of State under the King's government, later 
became Ambassador to the Onited States from the present 
government, and is now a Minister serving in Belgrade). 

According to the attorney who handled the 
Tesla estate, Mr. Philipyfrittenberg. the Alien Property 
Custodian assured him that nothing had been held. I have 
a letter from the Office df Alien Property, dated March 
15, 1955, which confirms this statement. 

In gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birthday 

next year-which will be participated in by leading 

scientific and engineering societies, museums, and 

universities-I have just discovered, however, that 

Tesla's solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during 
that search. 


if 


.< iv. . 


As a friend who had known Tesla well f 
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic iJQ fl 
Tesla's room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day he diec 
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's safe. Among 
its contents were several honorary degrees, a volume of 
greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth 
birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept 
out the book of greetings (I mentioned this at the time 
to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr. 
Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian's office), but 
everything else, including the medal and the keys, was 
replaced and the safe was lo* RECORDED • 82 

"■^*4 ' Except when it tos ^Sy the 

Property Custodian, the safe was never reopened «*n$^L it 

/) / /j / 4 , 
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an. /ed in Belgrade (where Tes-. .'s property was to be 
installed in a special Tesla Museum) and was there opened 
by Mr. Kosanovic. According to his former secretary, both 
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys 
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal 
was never found. 

I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by 
accident. Mr. Kosanovicf had asked his former secretary 
to get permission from the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Medal) to have it duplicated. 
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be about 
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum, 
in Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay 
for it. 


The irony of this situation is more disturbing than 
the money involved. By giving us a system which made 

electric power universally available, Tesla-probably 

more than any other one man-helped put America on top of 

the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison Medal 
was the only material evidence left of this country’s 
appreciation. That this last token should have disappeared 

-to have to be replaced by his materially poor countrymen 

overseas for whom he had done nothing-seems a tragic 

denotement. / . . /. • u. ■/*'•:• 


uenuueuieuu. / . .• 

A ‘ u TT^fhW' 

John^’NeiJI, in''’his biography- of Tesla, states that 
the FBI broke into Tesla’s safe on the day he died, and 
an article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. I 
know this isn’t true. I did hear, however, that the FBI 
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during 
the latter’s search in the warehouse. 


;\ 


If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men 
might remember the conditions under which the search was 
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what could 
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have 
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am 
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacement 
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guessin, 
and Y/rong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to 

whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen-and v/ho 

might have been responsible. 

With best regards and sincere appreciation for any help 
you can give, 


Sincerely, 


-- N-"\ v £ 

Kenneth M^sSwe zey I' ■ 

P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month’s POWER 

magazine which outlines Tesla’s contribution to the electric 
power industry. 
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Strange Genius 


A sk any croup of power men to name those who laid 
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and 
distribution. You’ll wind up with an impressive list— 
Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. 
But there is almost sure to be a significant omission. 

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo¬ 
tor—still basic—and devised a suitable system of gen¬ 
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the 
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the 
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the 
“battle of the systems” held sway. 

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant- 
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating 
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps 
and, later, dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un¬ 
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the 
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But 
there was no successful ac motor. 

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four 
years in the United States, read a paper before the Amer¬ 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described 
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with 
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic 
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described 
was destined to sweep the field. 

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real¬ 
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac 
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on 
the general public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of 
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and 
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen¬ 
erators, a variety of dc equipment. 


But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to 
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly¬ 
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when 
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes 
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com¬ 
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro¬ 
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after 
Tesla’s AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the 
polyphase system. 

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the 
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to 
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the 
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the 
modern age of electric power had truly opened. 

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were 
but a beginning. Still to come was. brilliant work in high 
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art. 
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his 
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why? 

A man of flashing insights and enormous brilliance, 
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his 
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure 
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became 
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce¬ 
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did, 
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per¬ 
petuate a record of accomplishment. 

Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of Nikola Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our 
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to 
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius 
who changed our world for the better. 
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA - 

< 

Largely thru a young American engineer’s efforts, the 
world today is re-scannincjjhe record and achievements of our 
inventive genius, Nikola Tesla . Of late, even the big-tirtie 
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas¬ 
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard. mMCH 

The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time CO^l * n\V*LU 
Serbian immigrant boy who made millions but died almost a ^ 

pauper is Lelan d T > T^Ap^ersQ i n. head of the Tesla Society, A-*' v /(C& 

which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. 

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr. 

Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in¬ 
duced them to join in his noble work. A good many of these 
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he 
serves them, with information issued thru his TESLIAN pub¬ 
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued 
monthly which casts new light on the known life and record —.1 
of the late Dr. Tesla. 

The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans ^ 

to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a - 

fascinating editorial, “Strange Genius”, by the POWER mag¬ 
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- INDEXED-59 
torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla’s polyphase systejru ✓ , y ? ' '/ */ 

described by Mr. Anderson, as the “most tremendous event ini ---—^ 

all engineering history. 

Editorialis t Louis Ny^Bowler, according to the TESLIAN. 

answers the perplexing question why, in view of Tesla s im- __ __ 

portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity 

won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing,* he suggests: * 4 lt 

would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora- ^ cddodpam 

tion of the 1 00th anniversary of Nikola Tesla’s birth (July 10, ^ 1955 

f956), to acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely Pennsylvania 

genius who changed our world for the better.*’. 

This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting * 

for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre¬ 
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum-: 
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp next year. !.*■' 

Jv^duplicat^Cv injhis issue and 
hlf bur readers to endorse it With ‘their.aibhatblres: Send 




is ^wsu e 

w£u»ge bll our reader* to endorse it melr.si^atOhsa: 5 











ce P/Letnc indum • united siItes government 


TO 


*i. V. BOARDUAN 


from t Am i?> BE Lin) NT/ 

O x 

SUBJBCT: NIKOLA TESLA 
i MISCELLANEOUS 


{< 


DATS: June 59, 2955 


AIL INFORMATION C9:"TAi|.'; >'.■ 
HEPE1M IS UNCLASS.'FliD 

-INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESPI ON AG. 



linrerrowd „ 
Tele. Room _ 

Holloman_ 

Gandy_ 


Nikola Tesla, a native of Yugoslavia, was a famous electrical 
inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for many 
years. In attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth M. Swezey, 
Brooklyn, New' York, advises he is gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birth anniversary in \ 

1956. Swezey'relates he was present when Tesla 's safe was opened by ) 

friends after his death and advises the contents were thereafter 
replaced and\zhen impounded by the United States Alien Property 
Custodian. Hater the safe wa3 removed to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, to be 
\ installed irtTZ* Tesla Museum. Missing from Tesla’s effects is a gold 
Edison medal he had been awarded. Swezey i3 seeking to locate the 
medal and has been advised by the Office of Alien Property (OAP) that 
GAP held none of Tesla’s property. Swezey states he ha3 heard, the 
FBI a33isted OAP in handling Tesla’s effects while in storage, and 
accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could assist him in locating the 
I Edison medal. He FBI’s assistance to OAP Swezey mentions that in the 
Tesla biography ( n The Prodigal Genius" - 1944) by John O'Neill it 
was stated FBI broke into Tesla’s safe the day he died (1-8-43 to 
protect contents from enemy hands). Swezey notes this same comment 
appears in article ("The Genius Who Walked Alone") by Alfred H. Sinks 
in the June, 1955, "Coronet." Swezey says he knows FBI did not do this. 
Bufiles not pertinent re Swezey. Bureau did not enter into Tesla 
safe matter upon Department’s advice it was being handled by OAP • 

Bureau previously aware of comment in O'Neill's book. Per Pi files 
Xnk8 was officer of American Civil Liberties Union in 1930-40; staff 
ember of Communist l*ne newspaper "The AnuiL" 1933-37; member of 

an Writers CUA repor&^1944); close f~irnd of 
reported CP member and su£p&.cdt£d underground membef - 
n 1945 sinks requested for his use as author data re Bureau’s 
rnicrUJilm procedure. Was advised no such data available for publication. 
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100-2237 

cc - 1 - 65-47953 
Ticklers - Ur. Bird 

Mr. Belmont 
. .Air. Boardman 
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Memorandum For Mr. Boardman 


RECOMMENDATION : 

. That the attached letter be sent to Stoesey advising Bureau 

did not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the 
matter was handled by OAF. Therefore, Bureau unable to be of 
assistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in 
"Coronet" article. 
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Mr , XennetA Mjf^wesey 
163 Milton Str eet 
Brooklyn zS, MiW Perk 

Dear Mr. Sweeeys 


(Original ' 


INFORMATION CONTAINED 

EIK IS UNCI-'' ot > , ,R£D a 

F Sji4riSh/t ; i 


With reference to your letter of JunjT)25, 
filee dteoloee the effects of Mikola~Tesl 


1955, our filet disolose tfce effects of Mikold^Tesla 
mere taken into custody after his death by the Office 
of Alien Property and not by this Bureau . 


Since me did not participate in tA* 
handling of Mr . 70010*8 effects, me are unable 
supply the information you requested . 

Sincerely yours. 


to 



JUN 3 0 1955 

MAILED 25. 


J ‘ Edsa ? Soever , . 

~ */CO - <3 Q 37-6/ 

John Edgar Hoover t * 

_ _ Director c- 1 t ~mC? Y ' ' -> 

recorded •» « 4JL: jJJ&tsx :-— 


Tolsoo_ 

Board mo _ 

Nichols_ 

Belatooc_ 

Harbo_ 

Mohr_ 

Paraoos_ 

Rosea_ 

Taaa_ 

Sizoo_ 

Tiaterrowd . 
Tele. Room 
Holloman _ 
Gaady _ 


MOTE : IHOBCED • » . B4 JUL 3. 1955 

A cover memorandum yVoa Belmont t o - i? a aQ |man 
was prepared by ETB:jaa on 6~29~55 ifl connection with 
this outgoing mail . v 

Bufiles contain no derogatory data- r,e coiyjes- 
pondentj reflect only that he was close frl«n<£ emBr 
admirer of Tesla. 

ETBtjda/f'' h ' 


admirer of Tesla. 


‘ * ' I , jl 

ETBtjda/^ 
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Mr. 7 . Edgar Hoover, 

Feders.1 bureau of Investigation, 
V.'a shington, D. C. 




Dear ~r. Hoover: 


o 

In his book, ’’Prodigal Genius”, The Life of Hikola Tesla, ^r. kohn 
•J O'Eeil says, on page 2,77, that the F.B.I. went to Tesla’s hotel 
room, opened his steel safe and removed from it, the papers it 
contained. 


•7as there ever any publication of what these papers contained? If 
so, could you inform me where I might obtain a copy of such 
publication? 

X t 

If there was no publication of the Safe’s content, after more than 
1 ‘; years, would it be improper to publish them? 


If there was 
no particula 
might learn 


no publication of the sa 
r secrets found there in, 
v/hat the safe contained? 


fe’s content, but th 
could you inform me 


v* o vrp- " r * o 

where I 


Any information on this matter "rill be appreciated. 


Thank you for your trouble. 
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August 11, 19SS 


tCO - Q. cA 3 7 - £// 
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olP 

Tour letter dated August 1, 2955 9 ka» 
been received, and in response to your inquiry, I 
would like to advise that our files reflect that 
the effects of Vtkola Tesla were taken into custody 
after his death by the Office of Alien Property and 
not by this bureau, 

Since tee did not Dartici rate in the hondlinc 
of Mr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the 
information you requested. 





Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 

Director 


VOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent • This 
type of reply utilised by Internal Security Division in 
Toiison -. anetoerin^ similar inquires* on 6/30/55. (65-47953-33) 

jforrettroim—I Cover memo from Mr. Belmont to Mr. Boardman dated 6/29/55 

set out background of this matter which concerned the death 
of Tesla, a. famous electrical inventor « Bureau was not 
involved in this natter, and the opening of the safe men¬ 
tioned was done by the Office of Alien Property. 
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Hoover, 

Of Investigation, 

—* r\ 

' ' • — • 


Dear- u r. Hoover: 


(/ 



“cfering to my letter 
to me, August 11th., r 
kikola c resla. 


to ;. r ou August first, this year - j’-our letter 
eletive to the matter of the papers of Mr. 


On August 26, I wrote the office 
matter, indicating that I had re 
that it was their department v/hi 
into custody - not yours.. 


of Alien Property regarding this 
ceived the information from you 
ch had taken the ■‘■esla Property 


I have a letter 
Humber HC-H:H SIX: 
’’never had custo 


from Mr. Henry G. Hilken - that Department - File 
elk 017-5533, in which I am told that office 
Gy, nor has vested, any property of Mikola Tesla”. 




; > 


\ 


As I began this matter with you - because it was stated in Mr. 
O’ileill^s book that it was your department who opened Tesla’s safe 
I am wondering if you have any further suggestions along lines I\,’ 


~\ f~r e 


- fcllov: to obtain some inform ^ 


^ 4- *? 


ion in this regard? 


Thank vou for your time and trouble. 
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September 20, 1955 


AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE^2^2_B 


v, I have received your letter dated September 10, 

1955 


As you were adoieed by my letter of August 11, 
1955, this Bureau was not connected in any respect with 
the acquisition or custody of the effects of Nikola Tesla, 
and it is therefore not possible to furnish you any 
additional information . 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE} By letter 8-11-55, we ref erred the Office of 

Alien Property, which Office to have 

assumed custody of Tesla's effects subseauent to his deai 
( 65 - 47953 - 6 ) 
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P-QRMATION OBTAINED 

y:;:; is unclassified 
:a • z zaj* b' 



RECOGNITION FOR TESLA — 

(Please fill out this form and mail to the address appearing b^.ew.) 

THETESLA SOCIETY 


University Staticfn. Box 135 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


(date) 


. (city &t state) 

Hon. Arthur E. Summerfield j 

Postmaster General, Postofficc Dept. 

Washington, D. C. j 

•• i i 

Dear Sir: I 

Nik ola Tes la’s contributions to,science, industry, and to his adopted 
country have greatly inspired engineering progress. His electrical sys¬ 
tems helped create an American conomy of world prre-eminence. 

We respectfully request issuance of a 1956 commemorative stamp 

to be issued on the centennial of Tesla's birth (1856-1943). 

✓ 

,1 (signed)-*- 
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The Ge nius 

Alone 
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by Alfred U. Sinks 

Nikola Tesla was a great inventor— 
and ol»o a prophet without hono r 

IOUNTER-ESPIONACE WHEELS 


KJ started turning early on the 
morning of January 8, 10 43. Anx - 
iousTBingents"slipped into*a room 


in the blotel New York er wh ere. 

l.itc the nig ht b efore,. a cham ber¬ 
maid hacl discov crcd the body of 
Nikola TcsTa, Jead at &6, regarde d 

by many as the greatest scientif ic 

genius of his time . 

For years, Tesla had been making 
scientific predictions so fantastic as 
to be literally out of this world. Of 
late he had been working—or so he 
said—on revolutionary new weap¬ 
ons powerful enough to annihilate 
armies at a single blow. 

There was only one Tesla, and 
the story might—incredible as it 
sounded—be true. The ol d man 's 
safe might hold these secrets, and 


the Government could not risk tlie 

c hance of enem y spies getting there 

Hal f hoping to fin d Something 
whieTT wo uld br ing a sudden am! 
decis ive end to World War II, the 

_£:incn bryks._QP£n tllC dead.man's 
stro ng box.. I f anything of impor¬ 
tance was discovered, it has never 
been revealed. 

Vet, their quick aclion was ju s« 
tiffed, for you could never be sure 

al>out Tesla, one of the stran icm 

— . . . ' ■ -- - -- -—-— ——— 


men who ever.live d. Most people 
took him with a grain of salt, v<*t 
no scrip us_scientist dared shrug 
a wav h is c laim s as Hons Wise. Not 
after Thom as Edison tried it and 
Tesla prov ed hi m wro ng. 

Tbe wond's~lcadmg physicists 
and electrical engineers had to eat 
crow back in the 1880s when Tesla 
solved a problem they had thought 
impossible. That one accomplish¬ 
ment—the invention of a practical 
alternating-current motor and gen- 
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Train's name nmoi 


crator—put 
jhr u orfdVInp <r ir 

Troin his invent 
industrial a£c_W£ Ji\xub For with¬ 
out his alternating current, there 
would be no mass production of 
automobiles, aircraft, refrigrrntors; 
no great water-power clams and 
generating plants, no Diesel-electric 
trains; w e could not have developed 
radio, television or atomic power. 

The d ir r et current that Edison 
w orked with—a Icc hl e force at l>c st 
— could be sent no more tha n a 
couple of mile s over wires beca use 
its powerjeaked aw ay rapidly into 
the surrounding ajmosphere. Fights 
near the power station might burn 
Iu ightlv and stcadilv, but those near 
the end of the line would be dim 
and fluttering. 

Tesla sold his basic alternat ing* 
c urrent pat ents in 1KK K. for a_mil- 
lion dollars (tow n. By 1 K 1 ?^ the fir st 
great power station a t Niag ara Falls 
hjd bccnlmilt, and by the end of 
1K‘)6, two more Tesla generators 
bad been inst,tiled. Within a few 
\rars, the pace «jf life over half the 
earth had changed from a crawl to 
a f.isi gallop —and it has been gath¬ 
ering speed ever since. 

r I if m\\ w h o, by Ins luil liant 
■ idea of ji "rntatimj magne tic 
fiel<Ij” changed di e fa cr of the earth 
and the living ha bits of di e human 
race was a Croat, "born ml?37 in 
Stniljan, a village in what is now 
Yugoslavia, but was then part of the 
old Austro-Hungarian Frnpiie. 

When he was almut si\, Nikola 
Tesla's father, the village priest, 
was transferred to a larger parish 
in the city of Oospic, There, the 
lad grew up and perfected his ear¬ 
liest ‘’inventions." Of these, his fa- 

1 1 (t 


^^voritr was an “engine" powered by 
16 June hugs, harnessed in sets of 
prang the four to spokes which radiated from 
the drive shaft. 

Nikola was a frail lad. often ill: 
and h e nearly wcnThlmd 1mm too 
much rending . He read everything " 
Ti e could ge t his hands on. not only 
sc i cncc I nit al so religion, philuso- 
phyy hist ory, literature . By the time 
hr finished high school, he was flu¬ 
ent in French, German and Italian, 
as well as his native ScrlxvCroat. 

He got his schooling—the best 
his doting family could afford—at 
Gosjiir, Carlstndt, Graiz, the Uni¬ 
versity of Prague and, finally, at 
Budapest. At the University, he saw 
his first electric motor, a new type 
direct-current affair whose brushes 
and commutators sent out showers 
of crackling blur sparks. 

“If we got rid of those brushes 
and commutators, with all that 
noise and loss of energy, we’d have 
a much better motor,” Nikola told 
his professor. "Perhaps it might be 
done with an alternating current." 

“Nonsense!" harked the profes¬ 
sor. “An alternating current would 
never run anything. Y ou’re not th e 
brilliant student I thought you 
wcrc^ ForgeMt r J 

But fcs la could n ot forg et. The 
tea cher's ridicule onl y stamped thr 
idea indelibly oifTus brain. It be¬ 
came an obsession, h passion 


■how 

to make an alternating current 
drive a motor. In every idle mo¬ 
ment, w herever he went, ho wrestled 
with this problem. 

TVsl a’s n i iitcl had an tn nisn a 1 
twist, .\lmost Troiii infancy^ he had 
bee n able t o see things in nis mind s 
e ye so viv id ly — and in sot h minute 
c!etail__ that often hr had trouble 
telling the real from The Imaginary. 
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Where the average engineer or 
inventor would reach instinctively 
for drawing board, paper and pen¬ 
cil, Tesla would s imply switch o n 
that unc anny mag ic la ntern ~ TnsTd c 
h is brain. wo uld 71 n a mrn t a I 
i mage there . Then lie would alter 
this detail or that, discard one plan, 
try another, without e ver nutting a 
line cm paper. 

Vears later—from these mental 
images alone—lie could giv e h is 
work men exact instructions on how 
to LuntTcach partUTa new dev ice, 
though it was unlike anything ever 
seen before. 

Thus, needing no drafting room 
and few lalxiratory conveniences to 
work on an idea, Tesla could use 
ever) - spare minute that he had to 
test and rev ise his theory of alter¬ 
nating current. 

H is first real job was man ager 
of a_ncwjv organized-telephone 
com pany ln liuJapcst. But tele¬ 
phone circuits were dull stufT com¬ 
pared with the challenge of that 
one big idea. He mo ved to Paris 
where he became a kind of general 
trouble-s hooter for t h e Co ntinental 
E JIsoTTCompa n y. 

Tlis brain was still chipping away 
at his lYigpniblrfn* Lut the trouble 
was, he~c o~uTJ~n ,> l shaTc it with 
trained men who might have helped 
hi m work it out. For wheneve r he 
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menti oned alte rnating current to an 
el ectrical englnetT, the^in'ilT^uld 
look at hirn as_ though he were 
crazy. 

t h e n i f >Jija)tAviicn 

he knew he had .solv rtl u. u;J5 

walki ng with a_friend in the Buis Ur 
B oulogne. SuddvJlly^JlC^LLyppgd 
sho rt a nd beg an jabbing wip. his 
cane at,_some .invi sible objrn 
the air. 

^ec—h works!’* hr shoute d. “h 
b tlie mtaiing m.ig netk 7 field which 
causes the armature to turn. It pulls 
the magnecs around whli it, causing 
the shaft to revolve. As I oscillate 
this switch, causing the curren* to 
flow first in one direction, then the 
other . . 

Never mind what his friend 
thought. Tesla had the answer. 

At the office, Ills colleagues scoffed 
or looked blank. But the manager, 
listening to the out pourings of 
scientific jargon, suddenly tlioi «R»'« 
of his I miss back in t he L nited States. 
iriherr ;rnr some truth in wh at the 
C roat said, su r ely the famous *cfec- 
trical wiz ard would !>c sTnart 
cnougTTtT) see TC. 

So hi- ga^vc TrsTa a let ter of in- 
tnxluction _n> Thomas Edbun and 
urged him to try his luck in Anicr- 
ica. Thus, T esTa, n ow 27, arrived 
i n New York . Tie was handsome, 
over six-feet-two, with a distin¬ 
guished head and deep-set blue 
eyes. His Slavic face was broad 
across the ch eekbones, his dark hair 
thick, Iws^hin sharply pointed. Of 
Worldly goods, he had the clothes 
on his back, four cents in_£jish, the 
lett er to E dison , and tilt idt^Uiliich 
was tu duicc-ihc ivuiliL 

Edison tin t t ight less t h ail not ! ling 
uL the id ea. It seemed so prepos¬ 
terous that he wouldn't even listen 
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'—and, uf course, had no 

drawings with w hichto con¬ 
vince him. Rut EdisonMwvc T urn a 

joU-£uxJhfJii»d. ^collciiuriiii'inR 

as an engineer and Ed ison needed 
tr.iin^d me n. 

Busy with routine electrical work, 
T<*sla waited nearly three years for 
a chance to turn his mental image 
into an actual motor he could show 
to others. In 1887, he was able to 
borrow enough money to start his 
own !a!>oratory, and the following 
>e ar the alternating-current motor 
amj[generat or were prac tical reali¬ 
ties- un a laboratory scale—though 
much practical engineering would 
still be needed to fit them to com¬ 
mercial use. 

Ocur^c Westmp housc. another 
i nventor, was th e fi rst t o sec their 
value . He bought the patents and 
gave^Tesla a job as engineer in his 
Pittsburgh factory. 

But Tesla couldn't get along with 
the other Westinghouse engineers. 
I'rom his standpoint, the alternat¬ 
ing-current joii was done. Even 
“schoolboys** could now iron out 
the few remaining kinks. Mean¬ 
time, his biain had started to hatch 
e\eu bigger dreams, lie went bar k 
to bis hd>oi.ito rv i n New Vnrk . 

*‘ He alum— ° he once told a 
science writer. “ Eli.n * sT))e'"ser'iet of 
im entii >n. l ie . iknic—- ih at^ wliere 
great ideas are Ixjrn.** 


\ I n \ k nr. \v\s. It r the years tha t 
follinvechT^ csla ha d many ad¬ 
orn my acquain tances. L n t^s elifiTm 
•L11 ISJiU• Alia his mother. n<» wom- 
• * 11 e \er entered his p ers onal life . 

I liv m.inner toward other s was 
c ordial but rrserve d. distan t. I IJs 
word s were as i f utt ered by some 
god, sitting on an Olympus high 


^Movc the res t of human ity. Backed 
T5y his fame, those words made a 
tremendous impression. 

He lectured at every scientific 
cent er m tins count ry and inTall the^ 
im portan t cap itals^abroad. Things 
which, as yet, existed^ only inside 
that amazing brain of his were so 
real to him, he made them real 
to his listeners. 

He described radar and r adio 
brondr a sti ng and even televisio n. 
He advocated clcctro-ihcrapy. He 
foresaw a day when man would 
control nature in every respect — 
even the weather—when machines 
of all kinds, and the power to run 
them, would be so cheap that pov¬ 
erty would vanish from the world. 

Without wanting to be, Tesla 


was a sopei h ac tor. Al ter listening 
to fu ui" a i id 1 " seeing bis wonders, au¬ 
diences were ready to believe ncarlv 
anything. 

Tesla reasoned that you could 
sell electric power cheap if you 
could do away with the millions of 
poles and insulators, the millions of 
tons of copper wire used to transmit 
it from place to place. He thought 
he knew how to do it—and J, P. 
Morgan barked him with $?O(y100. 

C>n Long Island, Te sla built a 
h uge po we r pl ant w itTTa J[$4-foot 
steel-ribbed tower topped by an 
enormous mushroom-shaped cop¬ 
per dome. From this dome he 
planned to Bombard thecarth'scrust 
with millions of volts of electric 
energy. The power so added to the 
earth's permanent charge could be 
drained otf at some other jHiinl-- 
any point—on the earth's surface. 
Thus, it would be jrossiblc for elec¬ 
tric power to be sent anywhere 
without conduits, poles or wires. Or 
so he thought, until he tried it. 
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nounced that hr cuuld abolish wa r. 

The inventor hnd dcshyied a 
small, inexpensive, radio-c^^Ulcd 
boat which, through its Hissed 
ability to destroy the biggest battle¬ 
ships, would make great navies use¬ 
less. N ot man y years l ater, he was 
talking of another super-weapon^ a 
“ dea t h ray H TvTnch wouldTann ihi- 
l ate whole arm iesT 

Vet Tesla never suspected that 
th e real super- weap on of the fut ure 
wo uld come front atomic fission. 
For Einstein's tjasic notion which 
led to smashing the atom, he had 
only ridicule. Alone in his middle 
age, he had fallen out of step with 
the world’s great thinker. 

Not all Tcsla’s Jater inventions 
were fantastic. Some, like his in¬ 
duction coils and oscillators, and 
pioneer work on “tuned” electrical 
circuits, were highly important. 

Though he never, succeeded in 
transmitting power without wires 
on a big scale, he iU<[_ pro\e that a 
single whe is enough. And sonic of 
his brilliant prophecies inspired the 
more plodding scientists to work out 
the practical problems of induction 
heating, radio-telephone, radar and 
many other electronic marvels of 
today. 

But as he grew older, lie with- 


drr^ furthe r anj_fun h c r_ w it h . 
firBpnOTTs S’ range prophecies 
souWrea like a voice from another 
planet. For companions hip now. 
the old man h a d o nly his dreams* 
and they grew stranger wTth the 
years. Completely alone at l ;ts t .1 
s tooped^ gauntTig ure w ith tliiu T Jj|. 
very Tia irHic used to slip'fro m his 
hotel room, bu y a hag of birdst-et| 
a nd trudge slow ly over to a park 
where htmdreds of pigeons awaited 
Inm. These were lus friends' They 
nccdcJ"hiin t though tfie^w orld did 
n ot. 

When he grew too ill to go out, 
each day he sent a Western Union 
messenger to the park. After feed¬ 
ing the birds, the Im>\ was instructed 
to see if any of them seemed sick. 
If so, he was to bring them back to 
Tesla’s room where the inventor 
would nui*sc them gently back to 
health. 

Perhaps this sad little labor of 
love sh owed t h at the ma n who 
c hang ed the world had , at last } dis¬ 
cover ed a great truth. Perhaps he 
knew now that The greaies^power 
f or ^ooJTies not m lonel y thought 
but In a human heart pulsating — 

. i ; ■ | r-- rr — ‘ j-r —«— , , — 7 . 

like his own tuned circuits —in 
t unc with the beansjd Ins fellow- 
men . Or did FIc~ e ver know ? Vo u 
could never b e sure about Icsla. 


Winnie Wil 

I n THE early 1920s, when Winston Churchill lud offended l#>ih his 
own supjxirtrrs and the political opjHisition, the late George Be rnard 
Shaw wrote him: “1 enclose* two vouchers for tin* premidrr of my new 
plav. for yourself and a friend— if any.** 

Back to the playwright promptly came the theater cheeks with this 
note from “Winnie”: “1 regret 1 am unable to attend the premiere of 
your new play. Please send inc two vouchers fur the second p rformanee 
— if any.*’ *inc»u»w mi (firt-uw 
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^ At long last Serbians—American and Canadian—have 
acted to honor the memory and achievements of one of Ser¬ 
bia's greatest sons. I 

For. the world-wide Centennial celebration of Dr. 
Nikol^TeslaS birth next year, Serbs on this Continent 
plan to erect a bust statue of the electrical genius to stand 
before the entrance of the Monastery at Libertyville, 111. 

Steps looking towards that 1 end were taken at the recent 
SNFjc^nvention following the reading of a/lpM^r by President 
MUcRadakovich fr om Hi6 Grace, Bishpf^Nicolai. As the uni- 
^ersally-renowped churchman stated! erection of a< suitable 
monument, by Serbians, would forever remind other Serbs 
of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla . And that he 
-was a SERBIAN, son of a SERBIAN ORTHODOX, clergy¬ 
man, born in the SERBIAN SELO of Smiljan in Lika. 

Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be a joint 
one and representative of ALL the Serbian orgaiuzation^in 
the United States and Canada? He naturally looked to the SNF 
for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. Butflhe 
also besought the help of the Serbian Nat’l Defense and the 
Jedinstvo beneficial society. ■ 

The Convention voted $1000 for the project and a 
hand collection was taken^pp among the delegates and 
Quests, kinsmen Milo j ^Co njevich of Joliet, I1L, giving 
$200. It is probabTe that the balance of the needed $300(1/ 
will be raised thru public good-will offerings and vf& 
cash gifts of the other two organizations mentioned, f 

And after a suitable bust has been erected for Dr. Tesla, 
Bishop Nicolai suggest^ia/^imilar-like monument honor thej 
memory of Dr. Milpik^rupin, also a world-renowned scientist, j 
author and educator. 

This is a subject near and dear to all good Serbian hearts 
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F Oftens Drive for Tesla Memorial at Libertyville- — - 

S2000 PUBLIC AID SOUGHT 


1 - - i- * »; • j 

PITTSBURGH, PA. — The Serb! sarv monies and complete the light in it and the much desired 

Nat'l Federation Executive Board project in time for the world- North exposure was missing, 

has acted quickly to implement a wide Centennial } celebration for u ‘At the suggestion of Mr. TeSla. 
Convention decision to honor the the genius next year. a cluster of powerful incandescents 

menitfpy of the illustrious Dr. Nik- -Spearheading tlje movement for was put up in the corner of the 
ol/^es la. recognition, especially ami o n g apartment and the rays, filtered 

At its first meeting of Octo- American elements, is the-I tESLA^. thru blue glass, were Just the right 
! ber 8. the Baard drafted *a resolu- SOCIETY, founded by scientist- luality. The portrait was shown 


ber 8, the Board drafted *a resolu- bUCiLJY. founded bv s$:ontist- luamy. ine portrait was 
tion calling on all SNF members engineer Leland \Andcrson. k fanat- under the same illumination 
and good Serbians to help fi- ical admi'rcFof the late Dr. Nikola At Base for Sitting 

a a 1 f 4 W* ' 1 1 ■ kpl o ' * * • Vf *• Toeln Wahim#* a aT rn • * 


• nance a memorial project fer the Tesla. v “ ‘Mr. Tesla, having solved the 

late scientist-inventor genius. Mr. Anderson right now is con- oroblom of the arUfical fun. fell to 

This would stand before the ducting a search for a famous por- thinking about other parts of the 

entrance of the Monastery In trait of the Serbian electrical wiz- universe, and there he sat oblivious 

Libertyville, Ml. ard done at the turn of the century to his surroundings. 

C<kt of the contemplated project, in New York. " ‘The painter was able to pro* 

whic\ would clarion to the world . ducc 'a likeness in which there > » 

that t>r. Tesla was a Serbian, is " e % r * slI) r or rai no evidence that the subject wa | , 

estimated at $3000. The Convention In his current TESLAIAN Dub- conscious that anybody wa j * 
voted $1000 to the cause and a hand Lcation. Mr. Anderson revealed the watching him, much ler* Study- ! 
collection among 122 delegates work, by Princess Vi’lma Lwoff- ine his features from the other ! 
yielded several hundred dollars. Parteghv. is missing. side of the ease.I. ' 

more. \ j Reviewing developments, Mr. “ ‘Among those who attended the 

? Kinsman Milos \Konjevich of! Anderson w rote: reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex- 

Joliet, Ill., gave $2oV “On March 1, 1916, the Princess ander. Henry P. Davison, the 

. gave o reception ir her new' studio Coimtless de Rittenburg and Mrs. 

Public Aid Soug ht j New York especially to exhibit E. T. Isham.’ ” j 

' Balance of the needed sum is now her latest protrait of N : Vola Tesla. After the Princess died, in 1923. 1 
[being sought thru good-will offer- An article in the N r W YORK her studio and all objects of art.' 

ings of the general Serbian popu- TIME^ f^r March ?. 1916. stated— wa« sold rt Auction. 


more. 


lace in the United States and Can¬ 

ada ' 

Ik fund, similar to the one *be- 
Injj' conducted to heln defray 
mortgage expenses on Shad eland, 
“has been established. 

It H hoped to raise the neces- 


“ ‘It was one of the beliefs 
Mr. Tesla that there was some¬ 
thing unlucky 'about posing for a 
nictnre and he never i*at to anv 


The Telsa portrait, 53x4 a 
inches, appeared on the cover of 
TIME nnrarine fJnlv 2b. IR31) 
and in the ELECTRICAL *X- 


. before ha entered the studio nf PF RIM ENTER (January 

i the Pvinrc^STTJierhom whi-h she Mr. Andemon says. 




K-d chosen did not Ime a skv- 


Its location is not now known. 
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Half of $3000 Costs 
, For Statue Pledged 

Cadiz, O., Serb Gives $100 

* 

For Bust Image of Inventor 
To Be Placed at Monastery 

Pittsburgh, Pa-—Half of th^$3000 fund goal for a statue 
memorial of the late Dr. Nikola ^Tesla has been realized, thej 
SWF announced today. 1 

I In fact, total contributions counted so far come to 
$1580. 

The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Bishop Nicolai 

for Serbians to do honor for the* 


memory of the noted electrical 
wizard during the world-wide 
Centennial celebration planned 
for the genius next year. 


historians* writers* educators, 
scientists, etc., would not be 
misled, Bishop Nicolai believes. 

Be that as it may. the SNFs 
goal is to amass the needed mon¬ 
ies in time to erect and dedicate 
the memorial before the Tesla 
Centennial celebration ends. 

Donors and the amounts of 
their donations are as follows: 


, ,i , * .( , i ainci m lilt utou 

In the wake of the plea, . 

. * . V. les in time to erect and 

voiced at the recenri 7th Con- . . , . , . 

the memorial before th 
venbon at Niagara Falls, Can- ~ , 

. , , , , Centennial celebration er 

ada, the delegates approved a . 

$1000 gift from the SNF and j Donors and the amc 
decided to raise, by public their donations are as foil 
grant, the balance of $ 2000 . 5 ^ $ 

A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjcvich 
122 grass-roots leaders of the So- } ** Todor Dragich 
cietl raised another $450. Then. Petar Borovich 

at ifc first meeting October 5, the SNF Coanael N. Stone 
ne\wy-elected Executive. Board of Delegate N. Stepanovich 


the SNF appealed to the mem¬ 
bership at large to fulfill the bal¬ 
ance required. j 

• First Cooftribution $100 


A scant 24 hours after the ap¬ 
peal was published in the Society's 
/ “Srbobran** organ last Wednes- 
^ day, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O., 
gave $ 100 . j. 

The proposed memorial, a 
statue image, would be placed be-. 
•fore the entrance of the St. Sava 
1 Serbian Monastery in Libertyville.! 

in. I 


Maxim Jakovac 

llija Janjanin 
Lou Balta 
Jo van Vulccevlch 
Milan Kajganovich 
St svan Rogulia 
Botrdan Dratrisich 
Milan Tojnich 
Todor Vuicich 
Djuro Lukich 
G. Stoisavljevich 
R. Vukadinovich 
Janko Mrmich • 
Petar Maravich 
Mirko Baranin 


1000.00 
200.00 
50.00 
25.00 
*5.00 
20.00 
20.00 
20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
i 0.00* 
10.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 






... . v^ciucuiuai kcicuiauuu citu*. 

*, the delegates approved a . 

000 gift from the SNF. and | Donors d the amounts 
cided to raise, v public their donaU .*• are as follows: 
*nt, the balance ( ,000. SNF $ 

v hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevkh 
grass-roots leaders of the So- . ** Todor Dragich 
raised another $450. Then*! 


t 


>( 


1000.00 

200.06 

50.00 


• % 


SNF appealed to the mem-j 
ship at large to fulfill the bal-j 
e required. 

First Contribution $100 




\ scant 24 hours after the ap- 
tl was published in the Society's 
bobran" organ last Wednes-, 
/, Sime Zelich of Cadiz. O.. 
e $ 100. i 

Hie proposed memorial, a- 
rue image, would be placed be-j 
e the entrance of the St. Sava 
bian Monastery in Libertyville, 

“There ft would proclaim to 
ns of thousands of Serbian 
si tors annually that Nikola 
esU was ctf Serbian immigrant 
ock and son of a Serbian 
rthodox clergyman,** Bishop 
icolai declared. 


Petar Borovieh 

25.00* 

Counael Nl Sterne 

25.00 

gate N. Stepanovich 

20.00 

Maxim Jakovac 

20.00 

Ilija Janjanin 

20.00 

Lou Balta % / 

10.00 

Jo van Vukccvich 

10 .00^, 

Milan Kajganovich 

10,00 

Stevan Rogulja 

10.00 

Bogdan Drain rich 

5.00 

Milan Tomich 

5.00 

Todor Vuicich 

5.00- 

Djuro Lukich 

5.00 

G. St'oiaavljevich 

5.00 

R. Vukadinovlch 

5.00 

Tanko Mrmich . 

5.00 

Petar Maravich 

5 00 

Mirko Baranin 

5.00 

Stanko Jelich 

5.00 


' * ★ ★ 

Prof. Anthonv Tomovich 
f Edmonton, Alberta. 
Can.) 

Teta Andia Mamula 


10.00 


$ 1/ 


( Pittsburgh) 5.00 

For half a century and more. Martha Mamula Bjeloah 
• general American public has ( Pittsburgh) 10.00 

misled anent the nationality «; m( . Ze |; eK (Cadiz. O.) 100.0' 

the man who foretold the com- M:]inko v A!exich. war invalid 
: of atomic energy power. (Omaha. Nebr.) 

Only recently, a orominent - 

vmerican magazine listed him, Total 

icorrectly, as of Croatian „ . _ 

lock. The mistake was subse- 
uentlv publiclv corrected with 
oologies by the publication. 

But lacking an image reference, 
th historical statistics, similar 
-ors are likely in the future. 

Old References Poor 


4 

4 




The magazine publication, for 
•tance, explained it obtained its 
r erence material from an anti- 
ited guide book. 

Since the misleading matter 
•re was never challenged bv 
rbians and other interested 
rties before, the magazine Iogi- 
lv assumed it was factual. 

Erection H? a bust statue, 
bn listing Dr. Tesla's da f e of 
irth. birthplace. nare**N, etc., 
•o*dd counter Mie old v»nde 
nd make certain that future 


the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia s best-known immi¬ 
grant sons who contributed so greatly to th^. welfare and 
prosperity of their adopted America. 

We hope to report developments as soon as they take 
pliXce, remembering Bishop Nikolai s concluding remarks.* 

“Nikola Tesla, in the field of science, brought the 
Sevbian name great glory—just as did the greatest Serbian 
knights on the field of battle.” 


1 

* \ 


1 


/ 

23 June 56 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 




Gentlemen: 

During my senior year at Georgetown University I read J.J.O'Niel's 
biography of Nlkoll Teslaj the book, entitled "Prodigal Geniusj 
described quite a few of Tesla's experiments, most of which I tried 
myself in the physics lab. I am interested in reviewing Tesla's 
experiments in wireless electric power transmission. 

Unfortunately, Tesla died in 1945 just at the time he supposedly 
had developed a system of wireless power transmission. Since World 
War 11 was then in progress his papers were seized and sealed by the 
F.B.I. I suppose that by now Tesla's papers have been released for 
publication, but a call to the Library of Congress produced no 
results. Therefore, I have two questions; 


1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla's scientific papers? 

2) If so, are they available for public inspection? 

If they were released, who has them? 



I will certainly appreciate any help you can give me along these lines. 
Tesla published very little of his findings; this, coupled with the 
fact that wireless power is connected by most people with "Death Bays" 
and crack-pots has made it nearly impossible for me to find anything 
on the subject. 
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INDEXED • 86 
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■; INFORMATION CONTAINED 

c'.EIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE^i^-B' 


June 29, 1956 






Ni Xol 


/ 



\ < 


v 



Tour letter dated June 2$, 1956, has been received, 
and in response to your inquiry, I would like to advise that our 
files reflect that the effects of Ni kola Tes la were taken into custody 
after his death by the Office of Alien Property and not by this Bureau, 

* . • T . 

/ ■ 

Since we did not participate in the handling of 
Mr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the information 
you requested. 



Sincerely yours, 


s 


John Edgar Hoover 

Director 
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COMM — FBI 

JUN2 91956 

MAILED 24 
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Board man 
Nichols _ 
Belmont _ 

Barbo _ 

Mohr__ 

Parsons _ 

Rosen _ 

Timm _ 

Sizoo - 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent and revezd the correct 
spelling of Tesla's name as "Nik<2a." Bufiles reflect tills type of^e^ hz 
been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answei&ig sSnjJ^r 
inquiries. (65-47953; 100-2237) Cover memo from Mr. Belmont © ' 
Boardman 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned the 
death of (Tesla, a famous electrical inventor. Bureau was not involved 
in this matter, and the opening of the safe containing his effects was done 
by jthc-Office of Alien Property. 
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Office Mem. .idtlTTl • UNITED 


GOVERNMENT 
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SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


r 
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SAC, NEW YORK (65-12290) 


NIKOLA uTESLA (Deceased) 
IS -YU 


DATE: 7/25/57 
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^ Street, NSW Y ° rlC 

extraction, who on occasion, voluntarily furnishes 
the New York Office With information he considers to 
be in the interests of the Security of the united 
States Government, furnished Special Agent 
NICHOLAS J . MASTROVTCH the following info rmati on on . 

July 3, 1957^_ 

■^^nSLtated that a certain woman named 
Mrs. MARGARE^sTORM who lives with her husband, 

JOHN, at the 'Colonial Hotfil, 51 West 8lst Street, New 
York 24, New York,'“has been issuing newsletters which 
containjiifarmation pertaining to flying saucers 
and**rf£erplanetary matters. , , . , , „ , . , 

- c /lt ■ / / // // _ f // ■ y J 

^^^Hstated that in his opinion Mr. and 
Mrs. STORM tff^^xploiting the reputation and genius 
of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased,inventor of Yugoslav 
extraction who ahieved world wide fame as a result of 
his inventions in the United States. 


b7 €. 


h J- 


bib 
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pus c&rr 

bib 


TESLA was born in Srailjan, Yugoslavia in 
July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894 
and became a naturalized United States citizen. In 
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two 
years later he invented the Tesla motor and designed j 
a plan f6r the transmission of alternating current. •< ■■ 
In subsequent years, TESLA’s discoveries and inventions* - ' 
included such fields and appliances as wireless v- 
communication, elecftribal} OJsctfij&tion, radiant power and 
radio active matter. After 1900, communications u i v ..- 
and wireless power transmission occupied, most of c -W' 
his research. , z.b-.L) _ UV ‘ 

Q - Bucau (KM) (Enc^^/n SE 43 /fo 

HL - Lcs IThgelesco (Info) (Encl.l) (RM) /- 
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TESLA's only military invention was-a. method 
to which he once eluded butnew fully described.■ 

This 'invention was a means whereby an ihpenetrable 
"wall of force" can be erected around the United 
States' borders which would render helpless any 
military attack. TESLA disclosed the existence 
of his plan in 1934 and stated he intended to present 
it to the Geneva Conference but seldom.referred to it 
afterward. 


The "New York Times" dated 9/22/4 \ 
carried an article setting forth MI ff DLft9 rESLA 's plan for a 
"Death Ray". This article Includedinformation to 
the effect that TESLA, on his 84th birthday, July 10, 1940 
advised New York Times reporter WILLIAM AXMWRENCE 
that he was“ready to divulge to the‘United States 
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which 
he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance 
of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of 
defense would be built around the country against any 
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how 
large. According to TESLA, this "teleforce" was 
based on an entirely new principle of Physics that 
"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from 
thaeprinciple embodied in his Inventions relating to 
the transmission <f electrical power from-a distance, 
for which he received a number of basic patents. 

TESLA stated that this new type of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a 
square c?.:9£fH?l.meter in diameter and could be 
generated from a special plant that would cost no more 
than two million dollars and would take only about three 
months to castruct. TESLA stated that a dzen such 
plants located at strategic points along the beast, 
according to TESLA, would-be enough to defand the 
United States against all possible aerial attacks. 

TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engine 
and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber. 

TESLA stated that no possible defense against It could 
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be all 
penetrating. 


I 
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TESLA stated to Mr. LAWRENCE that he 
makes one Important stipulation before he would 
divulge this secret to the United States Government 
and that was that should the United State Government 
decide to take up his offer, he would go to work at . 
once but that the United States Government would have 
to trust him. TESLA stated that he would suffer : 
"no interference from experts." . r . r 


In this "New York Times" article Mr. LAWRENCE 
commented that tolth conditions as they were in 1940, 
and with the United States getting ready to spend 
millions of dollars for National Defense, Mr. TESLA * s 
great reputation as an inventor, who always was many 
years ahead of his time, should be given careful 
consideration. Mr. LAWRENCE stated, in his opinion, 
the United States Government should take Mr. TESLA 
at his word and commission him to go ahead with the 
construction of his "teleforce" plant. 


The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no 
indication that any additional developments were 
carried on in connection with TESA's invention and 
whether or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan 
to the United States Government. 




TESLA died at the age of 85 on January 7, 1943. 


Mr.improvided a two page copy of the 
above mentionecniewsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STORM 
have been distributing in connection with the alleged 
invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. ad 
Mrs. STORM, consists of a radio type machine known as 
the Tesla SSt which was invented by Mr. TESLA in 1938 
for interplanetary communication. Mr. and Mrs. STORM 
claim that TESLA’s engineers did not complete the 
Tesla Set until._after TESLA's death in 1943. Mr. add 
Mrs. STORM claim that this Set was placed inoopention 
in 1950 and since that time TESLA engineers' have been 
in close touch with space ships, etc. 


bU 

b 7C* 



■i*" '« 


■ urn 



NY 65-12290 


/ 


Hie Newsletter furnished by Mr. 
the following names: V 

MARGffiT STORM 
JOHN STOgM 

GECffiflirVAN TASSEL, Yucca V&lley 

JtJZ. .— Afiae XZ : 

GEORQjWSTNG, London, England 


included 


knb 


b ?< 


California /' y 

... —•> f 1 


lhe files of the New York Office containe^^ 
no pertinent information regarding any of the x- 

above mentioned individuals. Ar/iT * r j 

;; * ' ■* \ ~~ 

Two photostatic copies of this newsletter 

are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of 
information while one copy is being submitted to 
the Los Angeles Officeifbr information purposes. 
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Philaue 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
bear Sir: 


• i INFORMATION CONTAINED 

—tv j rnc r '\~ r \ _ 



t; i l-.‘ 

■vn ro 

I an hopeful that you can’ help me obtain certain inforniaticrf 
on records and data, which belonged to Dr. H iK ola Tesla. 

He was an Electrical Engineer and prolific inventor.” 

He was born in Yugoslavia in 1856 and died in the 
United States, New York City, January 7th, 1943. He was a 
naturalized citizen of tnis country. 


/ 


The only information I could find of nis records was 
a report that the F.B.I. removed his papers for examination, 
and that the records were sealed by the custodian of alien 
property. 


I have been doing some theoretical research of my 
own, which I believe may be along the same lines he followed 

in certain of nis experiments. I also believe the development 

* ▲ 

of his ideas would be in the interest of cur country regardless 
of who developes them. 

If it is at all possible for me to hove access to 
at least some of his experimental work, I would certainly 
appreciate it. I am not able, btj reason of the vast finances, 
which would be required, to conduct such experiments myself, 
so the aata he made and collected would be invaluable. 


Of course, it is possible that his records do not 
contain material pertinent to his electronics v/ork, because 
from what I understand from reading about him, he kept most 
of his records in his head and wrote down very little of his 
data. 


It is also possible that some of his iceai are 
impractical, but I fec*l sure tnat certain of his ideas will 
be of immense value to our country within the next several 
decades cr even before, if they are developed at a rapid rate. 


I would appreciate hearing from you on the ,subject, 
if you have any infoeaation pertaining to it, which ycu could 
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Dial oilr file* rtfUct that Dm offsets ofj&r. Kflcolk 
taken Into custody alter his death by the Office of i 
to the Department of Justice and nottorfeeTBI, 4 
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Belmont . 
DeLoach 
McGuire . 

Mohr _ 

Parsons . 
Rosen — 
Tarr.rr. — 
Trotter 
W.C. Sulliv 
Tele. Rocn. 
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Tw^Jptter dated Jane 24, **», *** 




toadvtae that oar 
sla wises impounded, 


fibs reflect that the effects of Dr. 
agar his death, by the OfiSee Of Alien Property of 
of Justice and hot toy the FBL Stoce we dtd not paitfrjpate in the 
handling of Dr. tada f B effects, we are jonabletd mqaptf the vs • * A - 
In f o rma tion you de s i re. •' •' ^ > v-“ - 



•• V 



Sincerely yours. 


■ 4 s 4 • 

' • *'•■ 




John Edgar H oov er 
Director 
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NOTE: Baffle 100-2237 reflects that Dir. Tesla was a world-famous 
Electrical inventar, and at the time of his death. aHof his personal 
papers and effects were believed dangerons tQ tne Country’s security if 
they fell into u n autho ri s ed Tiands. The iw>v ; 'Yr pd&L Omius ," ’ 

John J. DtNsil, alleges that the JOT took over a certaiijsafe and opened 
it, appr opr i ating his property*; Baffles Nearly indicate that lt was the ; 
Office of Alien Property of thej^epartment who did so, apd the above, 
reply is forwarded inanswer ter elated 
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Tolson 
Mohr 


MR. trotte: 


FROM 


subject: 


; f date: 12-6-60 

: }r ^L&°IVc 0 

NIKOLA TESLA (DECEASED) 



A. K. Bowl<feJV 


W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room_ 

Ingram . 





INFORMATION CONCERNING 


BostdB, MUy^iUlllllsells, ISiSpiiOned December 6 and was referred to Ident 
by switchboar^because he wanted to talk with someone in charge of records 
of deceased. ■Hfl^fcaid he is making a research study for U^S^Air Force 
on subject of ge^^^Bcs. His deadline is ten toys from now. BH^Bbaid 
he just discovered a sentence in a book by JohnJ^O’Neill entiuSH^Tne 
^Prodigal Genius — The Life of Nikola Tesla, " wmbhst^tes the FBI took 
k istody of papers from Tesla’s safe after his death in New York City in 
19^. Tesla was a world-famous Yugoslav scientist an(l invento^r^ie 
electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York pity.^fl^Bfere- 
questecMmmediate access to Tesla’^scientific works which nra^nSI light 
on^B^HBresearch study. I toldBBj^Bwe would have somebody from 

lemafelv. 


our 



Office contact him imm< 


•£) 


Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con¬ 
ducted by Bureau. Since erroneous statement concerning FBI’s taking 
custody of papers from Tesla’s safe after his death appeared in O’Neill’s 
book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from 
scientists desiring to review Tesla’s writings. Each inquiry has been 
answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Teslh’s effects, but 
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart- 


•o 

-■> 


'r, ) 


ment of Justice may have examined Tesla’s effects. (File indicates that 
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla’s 
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final disposl^ 
tion was made of Tesla's possessions.) 

A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent 
HjjHftelephoned again to furnish me the exactogag^n O'Neill’s book in 
wmcfHie refers to the FBI. At that time I toldflHBthe statement in the 
book was untrue — that the FBI had not examine^orBaken custody of Tesla's 




papers. I suggested t 
(Therefore, teletype to 

ACTION: 

For record. 



that he might contact Office of Alien Property, 
on was not necessary.)/*^ - ^ J 7- 
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February 14, 1961 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of information 
Washington 25, D. C. 


^ear Sir: 


m INFORMATION CONTAINED 
: "FIN IS UNCLA^IFIFp/? 

C AT E 


I am a college student who is doing a research paper 


on Nikola '’fesla. As I was collecting the material for my 

Daner, I discovered that at the time of Tesla's death, the 

deoartment of the F.B.I. confiscated the data and papers 

that Tesla had collected from his research in the field of 

electricity. This confiscation of his material was stated 

. Uc r>'J 0 > Ve 1 1 

in the PRODIGAL GrNIUS by J. Jv'O'Neil, published in 1944 at 
New York city by Uashburn Inc. 


I have developed an interest in the discoveries and 
accomplishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the 
shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have 

i 

any information concerning Nikola Tesla that you are per¬ 
mitted to release, I will sincerly appreciate your co- 

4 

operation in helping me give the proper recognition tp this 

REC- 55 Wo- 37-hL _- — 

great scientist and American. Below I have listed The 

. - FEB 28 1961 

facts that may be helDful to you; a 

EX.«/6*> _ _ _ 

1. Born in 1856 at Smiljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia 
?. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a 
short time with the Edison Co. at Orange, N.J. 

3. Pied on January 7, 1943 at New Y'ork city .V 

Thanking you for your time and co-operation that I have 


taken, I remain. 
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Sincerlv Yours 
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Tour letter of February 14, 1961,; tfasbeen 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is ^ 
appreciated. . ' 
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Tolson _ 
Parsons 
Mohr_ 


Belmont . 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach. 

Evans _ 

Malone _ 

Rosen_ 

Tavel_ 


■ ■*- 
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Trotter_ 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram _ 

Gandy _ 
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In response to your inquiry, I wish to advise 
that our files reflect that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by the Offipe of Alien 

Property of the Department of Josti.ee tpA nef by the FBL 
Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's ^ 
effects, we are unable to supply the information yon desire.^ 


MAILED 10 

FEB 2 31961 

COMM-FBI 


.. r* 

. •• 


Sincerely yours. 


* A 


: 7 


* 





John Edgar Hoover 
.Director - • 

NOTE: No record could be located injfiiufil^s.identifiable with ‘' ^ a. 

correspondent. Biifiie 100-2237 reflects that Dr.' Tesla was a ‘ v 
world-famous electrical inventor, 'and at the time of his death, alLy'v 
of his personal papers and effectsjWere believed dangerous to^t^e ^ • 
countf’y’s security if they fell into/authorized hands. The t^pok, 
/^"Prodigal Genius," by Tofr 1 * l o]]o^ af B >hQf t£§^BI took 

over a certain safe and o p en ed it, appropriating his property.<^ y x .' ■ 
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of 
the Department who did so, and the above reply is forwa.r^e5 in 
answer to related inquiries. 
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November 21, 1962 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C* 


Gentlemen: 

I an making a study, motivated out of personal curiosity, into the 

o 

life and storks of Nikola Tesla. Mr# Tesla died on January 7, 1943 in the 
Hotel New Yorker, Since F#B#I# Operatives opened his safe and took his 
papers for examination, I wonder if these papers are available for perusal? 
If they are available, where would they be located, and are copies available 


to the public? 

I am a citizen of the United States, end have been cleared for security- 

the latest one being for work on 'klr Force Contracts for Eastman Kodak-'Company;/ 

• '•V. V Bk 


V - -- 

Thank you very much for an;/ information or help you may be able to 
give me in this matter!! 
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^New^&ork WFORW^ 

. :^ r cnftN SUWCLfw' 


Dear 


rh 

OD g 
HH o 


Your letter of November 21st has been received. 


In response to your inquiry, I would like to point 
out that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. Since this Bureau did not participate 
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's effects, I am unable to supply the 
information you desire. 


Sincerely yours, 

4 

J. Ed^ar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 shows that Dr. Tesla Was one of the world's > - 
outstanding scientists in the electrical field, and at the time of 
his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,^appropriating 
Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indicateit was the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department .which'did so, and the above reply 
has be t en forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Dr. Tesla was 
born iii Yugoslavia and died in New York City 1-7-43. 
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TRUE COPY 



Scott AFB, HI. 
10 March 1964. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sirs, 

For some time, have been wondering about the matter 
of what was reported on the lat e Nikolaxesla , the inventor. He died 
during early January 1943, while in residence at the Hotel New Yorker, 
New York City. Accounts have it that his belingings (papers, etc.) were 
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything *:an be learned about this. 

Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third 
week of April. This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything 
relating to the question. 


Sincerely, 






Your letter of March 10th has been received. 


b response to your inquiry, I would like to point out 
that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla' s 
effect s, I am unable to supply the information you desire. 


rn 

O, 


MAILED 19 

MAR 18 1964 


Sincerely yours. 


_§■ Edgar Ftecfw 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



M-FBI 




NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The 
book, " Prodigal Genius," by John J. CP Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a 
certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate 
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whu^did so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. 
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Sir, 

According to "Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa" 
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the 
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the 
papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a copy? 

Zip 62095 
Wood River, Ill. 
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June 22, 1964 



In response to^your inquiry, I would like to point out 
that the effects o f Dr. NlkoIaTesia w ere impounded, after his death, 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not 
by the FBI. Since we did not participate In the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
effects, I am' unable to furnish the information you desire. 





Sincerely yours, 

.11. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical invento: 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized handt 
The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took ovei 
a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did S( 
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OREGON STATl JNIVERSITY 


CORVALLIS, OREGON 97331 


SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 


Reply to: DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE 

March 28, 1967 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Department of Information 
9th Street § Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs: 


’ i INFORMATION CONTAINED 



I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and 
I aim attempting to write a research paper on a very eccentric scientist 
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola e Tesla, a naturalized American of 
Serbian extraction, and he died in his hotel room in New York City on 
January 8, 1943. 


During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly 
invented a "Death Ray" which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr. 
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but 
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of 
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla 
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the 
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover 
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might 
actually have been some crude type of laser. 


In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius", by John J. O'Neill, the author 
states on page 277: 

J 

"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel 
room shortly after his death and opened the safe 
in his room. They took the papers that it con¬ 
tained in order to examine them for a reported 
secret invention of possible use in the war..." 





I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning 
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and*have 
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell 
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any 
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre- 
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April 3, 1967 






Tour letter of March 28th has been received. 




In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by the 
FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla’s 
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 

T Tdgar POover 


i 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death, 
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to 
the country's security, if they fell into unauthorized bands, . The 
book, "Prodigal Genius,•*'’ by *John J. O'Neil, aUe^es that the FBI 
took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property 
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the OfficeMJf‘Alien p^opetty of 
the Department which did so, and the aboven-eply^is forwarded in 
answer to related inquiries.,^. ^ * 

ED:emm (3) 0 



- s." 


S 


54 APR.11 196/ 


f 

I 

teletype l>n:t 1.. I 










- M l PU T T w — -■ 





15 ,/1bi 


AX /#< 


r 


HZ xJU 


•nn'Kco-Ju^ 


X^> dsieXfL. •• (LcccrdL C-vw#^ tM xjh. SA^Jkd 


o^U f-f 

c* o. 


LU- AAlJL, 'tiU aX- ^-6 

Cry> cy 'j^‘ id 

o^J-oMZJ- M-Co. A-^ijltL-a- <L 

~d utL-'u - ( 

C* JfA-'V^L- ApO.djjL 

' x~Sc- (>■>• H~rA^. s‘f'>\-( k 

^JL/YY^- '^T' 'T’TV^TTJl jL'tCCj 

<y\j^CX ^Zyy^Li.'-r- <d -^ca 


T 


-vWl. LAj-ZsX. _fi_ 


IZL.jl^ 

d^r\:L^ CLs\ 


CA-AX- 


<X(? ,<?-/ -*£-*■ 

I'Y^-A- K-d^-Q K-C~l'L, 

zrXL 


■ f t g <s^ 

^ <5 
*--< o 5j 

;5HqJ 

C*« #—* -^1 


o»-.>J 

^ c ^ I 

Sr < -'J I 
0.-7 | 

’J M d 


kJ 


■c -T- 


— 1 2-.A.< -<C-*' l^'V /'/UCfl, •''?''/rv_^-y~ Ir-tf-Aj-Si. nT~C’~t'i^y\_^\ 

^ "Xc*' ^ £ - 'Tt^ou. JL'irUZsi^L^^rjl' /(-JCxs'r^ yt-rCz 

t (Zy^a.l'T' C-f 'bco. 'VL'y-^Sj O-Ocrr*^^ ^JU. 

ivJU IAI-lXK- oJ /UiVX 

6< 9j^y (jJ iiAfZ*-nuyrix/~ OX <£- 


r ' :Q 

c - • —i 


-’ Hh l 

fW r,> 

'-UX&3 


- >' c- 4 




HyC/sj^JL. 

AjLu. 


dL4— 




'ML 


YYYyjc^ 


O^L, /hyy^tn^r' /GhM^, ' oxu % 
xvjA' Jfas\/\<£4~4*-A 3 'gHZJLo-, / Q^v^JL ^octL^z— 

y^KC- Cry\jL~ 0’~dZ , 'ff~ O^ -A /r^. <*->-^Ur <Lc-^^A(- AJi^— 

H$jl d (lyXji^yy^dZrr-^ u.>4d^ 

J 0-&r ?$' ‘ . J «« -/ c7 ( 'iy flV 

tlfYddr^ aJ-t\S xa. Lu~c-xdigL (s>s-c-^Jmi * 

cUJ4^ i CL^'tY'- ^ 

uJULT** ^ W ,! dCZ9 LJ^ jA^ 

sy^/rxjj- Jul^L o^'A- ,!o- 4 /mi/e.. a-A/TC'CM-t'-^ 




r ‘ i> T AW 1 T ]dAJyLJzr 

/^ r \jCr\> J '~ JAl/i~L O-p^-A- .(o-X /rr^.A’L- o~As-a.il 'JL H 
dL.S'T fccfL- <-A-kc~ (X 

L&sr~ 0\^6 --<.'t~ 


4T^ 


£4xr~ 


COR 










7&JL 


(-^JLaA 


aJUkls^ct^^ o-4 J^Lao- -<^p^A-x_oo^ ,c£- 

Oxy.-ZjLr.\jL-i H Si- -%x^xjck -fe-€Lo- CL c^iJUiA 

v x^^crc<x_ 4Z$~eSC ✓-? \jl,\s4u^~ 

. Xjk^slA * 

Jbf ;xfcvJ 2 . yt/^Jr 

J^^’’~^~ / i-yjsC~y ^— / f4 L ^~~ Cl4sV'\s~4 

/-4-SLa^> O' ^ A^lC(~<> /Vv^^ LKJ~fl-Z—r~- Jr^&— LxJ-ii s-> . /£-(>-' 

&—44’-XL'7r^-(J^L ~4j4ry*-$- s> 

~ C^&s'Y'— y d-Ji'-'y~ ia*< 4-4~ 'y\^C~ 

‘<yy^y fcLtX fU. JL^yc<.^-d. dk^jL- c4~ 

0 JUxSts^,- y-y^Cz^s, m (L y^$- (y^fhsx. 




XJ2- 


_- /<?—£)—' 


'T^-C~ 


-TY^g^Y^ y y- 

/3~C\jZ'-r~<y2' 


Xj^Aa 


x^o- 


r 


-M 

$ iv, 

. /> -3 




CiStZ 


T 


ykJaJS- 


xJ>- ijCL^CZJL 'Vi 


j 0 

C&_Sy~' Sj^ (4tr 
. y\sdL<UUte- yl. 


~r^L- 


.stnr^ 


/XjT~ 








f( c-c- 


a 







TRUE COPY 


■' !" Tr '^ - ’ATI3:;r v ¥a$!EB5, 1969 

n M „ VBM IS UiiCL^SIFiP 

Dear Mr. Hoover, nflTF R 



In the year 1943 the F. B. I. confiscated all of the papers 
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, N ikola Tes la. These 
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord 
ing to the books I've read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds 
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines. 

I have studied all of the material on this man and have 
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Brain" of his time, 
Thomas Edison. 






Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse 
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara 
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of 
Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. ” 

What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be 
reclassified from whatever "Top Secret" classification they now have 
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can 
gain knowledge from them. 

I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments 
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried. 

It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about 
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time. 

I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he 
knows all of Tesla’s ideas. And studying other men’s ideas is the way 
to advance in science faster. _ . ^ f Z 

I hope something can be done to get these papers release^. 

Thank You, , _ — 

/CO - I?-* / ' 

bit 

"airmount, Indiana '46928 


v A 

V - /> > 
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March 4, 1969 
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Fairmount, Indiana 46928 
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Your letter of February 25th has been received. 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop¬ 
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we did 
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable 
to furnish the information you desire. GLpppyf of your communication 
has been referred to the Department of Justice. 

__ Sincerely yours, 

mailed io j, Edgar Hoover 

MAR 4 -1969 

COMM-FBI r k 
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Tolson _ 

DeLooch _ 

s'ohr - 

Bishop _ 

Ccsper _ 
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Cor.red _ 

Feit _ 

Gcie _ 

Posen _ 

Soil;van _ 

Tave! _ 

Trotter _ 

Tele. Room 

Holmes _ 

Gcr.iy _ 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor¬ 
ized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. O'Neil, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop 
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded 
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant 
Attorney General, Civil Division, of the Department. 
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April 8, 1970 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Director of Central Records 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Sir: 


I am doing a research paper on Nickola Tesla.and would 
appreciate it if you could please provide me with the 
following information. 


That information being why did your Bureau impound his 
personal effects immediately after his death on 
January J, 19^3- Secondly, could you provide a list 
of those effects, and lastly, when were they released 
and to whom 'were they given. 


Thanking you for the information 
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Walters _ 
Mohr _ 
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Casper _ 
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In reply to yoar inquiry of April 8th, the effects 
of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice, and not by 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 

A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice for any help it may be able to offer. 

8incerely yours, 
t Edgar Hoove*!’ 


MAILED 9. 

APR 14 1970 

COMM-FBI 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. 3bsla was a world-famous electrical 
inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and 
effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. 

O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
iee of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above 
is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred 



stant Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir, 


., COMTWNtD 

rrc" 7.3-MJS 



0 



July 8, 1970. 


*■ f 


/V, A 4 ~Tks f < 


I am vrriting this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil¬ 
trated with foreign agents, and there is a very good chance this could be of extreme 
importance fbr the defense of our nation. 

i 

'• i 

I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in the j 

neighborhood where Mr. Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told me j 

of Mr. Tesla 1 s notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his 
equipment. It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and 
could be found. 

Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals 
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marconi, who received the credit, and • 
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math 
t© keep up with his work. 


He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the world and 
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently 
disliked and didnot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes 7 
read by this man told of the radio transmission of electricity being brought to a / 
high degree of effiency. ( __ 

/ 

How here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my 
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a 
currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that n-ime 
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tnis 
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that 
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border 
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a verticil 
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass 
as it would shatter or lose it*s monecular coohesion. It was refused. 


There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What 
a defence, and boy do we need it. EX-Uf 


* ftEC-3 /.v,._. o7 _ /<? 

this line with structured vortices oa ; 


I have had some results along this line witn structured vortices or mag¬ 
netic fields, but do not have the technical equipment or Jciowl edge to carry out 
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals witl7~partluiy"accelerat.- 
ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge. 
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Tolson — 
CeLoach 
Walters _ 
Mohr _ 


Bishop _ 
Casper — 
Callahcn 
Conrad _ 

Felt_ 

Gale _ 


Rosen 


Tele. Room 

Holmes - 

Gandy - 



Your letter was received on July 13th and the interest 
which prompted yon to write to me is appreciated. With respect to 
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 

his death, Jjy the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 

* 

;C 

and the FBI did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla’s belong - 


tags, :3b addition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of 
the^fWeral Government and matters such as you mentioned do not 

O * 

come within the scope of this Bureau's authority. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 








NOTE!“Blimyy LunLaifi no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and, 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
hands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department 
appropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used 
' AjWSSgr related Inquiries. ^ 
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6 DECEMBER 1971 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

I have recently begun a collection and reading Tile of all 
matters pertaining to NikolirTesla* In so doing I was amazed to find 
that upon his death; January 7, 1943, In NYC, your bureau confined 
his papers* Hay I ask if you still "have them In jail"* I am extremely 
Interested In his work(s) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla" 
library* Your assistance would be greatly appreciated* 


Very truly yours. 



16 DEC 151971 




December 14, 1971 
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of December 6th has been received 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. We did not participate in the handling 
of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. Copies of your 
communication and my reply have been referred to the 
^Department of Justice. 


.0 


) 


i < 


Tolson 
Felt __ 
Rosen . 
Mohr_ 


Bishop_ 

Miller. F.S. 

Callahan _ 

Casper _ 

Conrad _ 

Da lbey __ 

Cleveland . 

Ponder _ 

Bates_ 

T avel 
Walters 
Soyars 
Tele. Roont^. 

Holmes _ 

Candv . . 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tesla 
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his 
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal 
Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro¬ 
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same 
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant 
Attorney, Civil Division, of the Department. 
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Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
Ninth Street and Pennsylvania 
Northeast Washington D. C. 20535 


Dear Sirs, 

Upon rea ding a biography on Nlkola~Tesla . I found the urge to 
read more on him and his works. At the end of the book it was 
stated that the F.B.I. went to his hotel room gathered up his 
papers and locked them in a vault. The thing I would like to 
know is the real reason they were locked up and if it would be 
possible to see some of these records and any other works of 
his. 


I can think of only one possible reason afe to cause of his 
records being locked up anti that is because he was too far 
advanced for his time. This s-ems to be the only logical 
solution, but, with technology much more advanced now than in 
his time it would seem likely that scientists take over where 
he left off. 


Please let me know If I can look at the records and if you can 
please answer my question of the real reason his records were 
locked up. 




* 
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Your letter was received on October 26th. 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since 
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, 
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward¬ 
ing a copy of your communication and of this reply to the 
Department of Justice. 


■* 
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Sincerely yours, 

L, Patrick Gray III 

L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 



Felt_ 

Baker_ 

Bates- 

Bishop _ 

Callahan _ 

Cleveland _ 

Conrad _ 

Dal boy _ 

•Jenkins _ 

Marshall _ 

Miller, K.S _ 

Bonder _ 

So> ars _._ 

Walters _ 

Tele. Room _ 

Mr, Kinley 
Mr. Arn^jjOi 
Ms. Ik- 
Mr}. N 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237 
ref lects,. that Qr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the €ifive o'f'hils death, all of his personal, papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into 
unauthorized hands.’ -''The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, 
alleges t&atOthe.FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating hie^ptppertv. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of Alien ^Property of the Department which did so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of 
letter referred to Assistant Attorney General, .Civil Division of 
the Department. , . 
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April 11, 1973 



37298 


M L INFORMATION contained 
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Your letter was received on April 9th. 

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Property 
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBL Since we did not 
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to 
furnish the information you desire. A copy of your communication and 
of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

- .- ■ ; -37 m 


Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Baker- 

Mr. Callahan _ 
Mr. Cleveland 
Mr. Conrad — 


Mr. Gebhardt _ 
Mr. Jenkins — 
Mr. Marshall — 
Mr. Miller. E.S. 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Mr. Thompson . 

Mr. Walters- 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Kin ley 
Mr. Armstrong 
Mr. Bowers _ 
Mr. Herington 
Ms. Herwig 
Mr. Mintz 
Mrs. Seen an 


L. Patrick Gray, HI 
Acting Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. ^Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the 
country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal 
Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and 
opened it, appropriating his property, feufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above reply 
is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. /Copy of letter referred to the 

.x ... ■ - - ’ -- the Department: r 

tfa 1(. iS kb 


Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division 
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June 20, 1973 


federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 




I would like to knov*^.f any microfilm or other 
reproductions of 'pkola Tesla 's notes and papers exist at 
your office. Tesla was a famous scientist who died in 
'lew York City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered 
his safe shortly after this to remove his papers for 
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers 
were offered to any group that would start a museum to 
house them. No one accepted and the papers were finally 
sent to the Tesla Museum in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, sometime 
in the eorly 1950's, possibly Just before 195^* Tesla was 
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase system, as 
well as all flourescent and neon lamps. He was a major 
pioneer in the early days of radio and discovered many 
of the early principles of radar. He declined nomination 
of a Nobel ?ri z e. He was a naturalised citizen of America 
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his 
awards and possessions. Despite this, all his papers were 
sent to another nation. 

I would like to examine some of his papers from 1899 and 
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only \\, 

seen a condesnsed copy of his research from Colorado 
Springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles i-'fts- 

and equipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still O f > 
useful in my research. 

I would greatly appreciate help in this matter. 


bit 



P.S. Tesla died in January of 19^3 and shortly after 
Lhe papers were removed from his safe. The original 
copies of these papers were sent abroad prior to 195 z *-» as 
I believe it was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the 
resla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Institute). 
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Your letter was received 


on 



t 




In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. A copy of your communication 
ana of this reply have been referred to the Department 
of Justice. 
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O 


/ 


Sincerely yours, 
William D. Ruckelshaus 

William D. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director 


NOTE:/ Bufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated 
k-15-66 in reply to his inauiry regarding the Air Force's 
Project Blue Book and UFO sigh tings-i^Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
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at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by 
John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe 
and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the 
Department that did so, and the above reply is forwarded in 
answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to the 

Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department.) 
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QlCrtHcb ^{ctics Senate 

June 26, 1973 

9 a 


Respectfully referred to: 


Congressional Liaison 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 



Because of the desire of this office to be 
responsive to all inquiries and communications, 
your consideration of the attached is 
requested. Your findings and views, in 
duplicate form, along with return of the 
enclosure, will be appreciated by 


Form #2 


Senator Bc3b-Packwood 
attn : AlanlHo lme r 
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Alasksi', "^87Uo 


20 Jurw 1973 


Bear Senator Packwood. 

✓ 

/ 

Though in Alaska temporarily working on a military contract, I still consider myself 
an. Or&goX resident, hence it is to you that I writ i. 

~ A 1 ; * !ei-^ 

During tw days at Rood College, I became interested in a fasoianting 0,w.h nhysicini., 
Ni co3aiHTesla,_ Proffessor Tesla emigrated r,^ tbl^ country iri ti e tuonii'!:;, I 
believe, and did some of his most originsl" u :6re<> Tesla had a peculiar bent of mind, 
in his younger days he was often called ^ nad scientist, and did not publish 
extensively when he came to the US. ?-lost of the extant primary material is in 
untranslated Czech. Tesla was.however, an o:iv.-rsLvo notm Uniter* Ifcc thought it 
strange that uoon his death, none of his notes fr %* ills Anovican noriou ovirr 
appeared. Upon discussing *.his *.;ith a friend, I vra: informed Vast nil of ’lr. Tesla's 
rotes wore confiscated by the FBI. I cannot conceive hot: these notes on physics 
a ni electricity can in icy way endanger the national safety. It seems that Mr. 

Hoover in his zeal, had confiscated material whose only sin was a radical approach 
to science. There is indication that iaunh of Vofessor Tesla's later work concerned 
a very novel approach to time theory. Meed! as a to say, it has been radical approaches 
to physics that have oeen our greatest scientific advances in modern times, 
v-; j. Einstein, Heisenberg, et al. 

I was wondering if your office might be able to determine if those papers are 
still extant, and if so, see to it that the public has access to them* It would 
be a shame to see all of Nicolai Teslas work to have been in vain. 

Please excuse my typing, in all the thousands of 'words I typed trying to get a 
liberal education, I never did master the typewriter. 

0 * j 
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Honorable Bob 
United States 
Wa ahington, D. 
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Packvood 
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C. 20510 
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Dear Senator Packwocft: 

This ia/to acknowledge receipt of your communication 
date^Jun^26t}^^nclosing a letter from your constituent, 

who is temporarily employed in Alaska, 



In response to KrmHHHH^Lnquiry, central files 
cf the Federal Bureau of Inve^^ationindicate that the 
effects of Dr. :<ikola Tesla were impounded after his death 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Departs,ent of Justice 
and not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. 

f l am returning your enclosure as you requested. 

Sincerely yours, 

William D. RucfcelsWWS 

* William D. Ruckelshaus 

Actinc Director * *•' ✓ 




Enclosure 


Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Baker_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Cebhardt_ 

Mr. Jenkins_ 

Mr. Marshall_ 

Mr. Miller, E.S. _ 

Mr. Soyars _ 

Mr. Thompson_ 

Mr. Walters _ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Baise_ 

Mr. Barnes _ 

Mr. Rowers _ 

Mr. Horington_ ( 

Mr. Conms _ 

Mr. Mintz_ 

Mr. Hard ley_ 

Mrs. Hogan_\ 


1 - Portland - Enclosures (2) HJ* 

1 - CongressionaliServices Office - Enclosures (2) . 

NOTE: Buf iles^rjfevea^mrioi^cor^^^ correspondence with Senator 

Pagkwood. not identifiable in Bufiles 

Bufile was a world-famous 

electrical/inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his 
personal ^p/apdi's amd effects were believed dangerous to the countr 
security they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodig 
Genius," byt Jonn J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a ce 
safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearl* 
abdicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar' 
iawbp&2/3 nd the above reply is forwarded in.answer to r f 
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July 19, 1973 
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Assoc. Dir. 
Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. _ 



Comp. Syst. _ 

Files & Com. _ 

Gen. Inv. _ 

(dent. _ 

Inspection __ 

tnfelt. _ 


Loborotory _ 

Pion. & Evol. _ 

Spec. Inv. - 

Training _ 

Lego! Coup. ___ 

Cong. Serv. _ 

Corr. & Crm. 
Research _ 

Press OH._ 


.^\suscugj 


co»n MN® 
.0 
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Your letter was 


received on July 16tfi. In 


response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice ancf not by the FBI• 
Since we did participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla s 

belongings, 1 am unable to furnish the information you 
desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have 
been referred to the Department of Justice. 


I r • • i r— ry 4 


1 •• id; 


FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
C. M. Kelley 


Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


Q? 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-2237 

reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into 
unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill 
alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of A]/ien Property of the Department which did so, and 
the above renlyfis forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy 

:£jred to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division 
lerlt.) 
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Clarence M. Kelley- 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Kelley, 
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Thank you for your letter of the 19th of July, I 
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appreciate the information about the Office of Alien;Property 
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and its connection with the impounding of the effects of Dr 
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Nikola Tesla. In my letter of the 16th I did net mean,to im« 
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ply the FBI had impounded his effects, as I was. awareof .the 
0.A.P.s general part in the affair. The fact remains -.. 
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the best of my knowledge,*it WAS agents of the FBI who id id ;‘in ?^v r>'>F 
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fact break into his safe, only, hours; after his death, and did 4 i : ' v ' 
remove the papers therein. Now,.in so far as the Bureau was 
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connected, I wish to understand that extent. I do appreciate : V; ; 
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your refering my communication to the appropriate persons in; 
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the Just ice Department »•• but perhaps you could, see .that.-, the >4 
above mentioned connection of the Bureau could be further looked 





into. I am curious as to who asked the Bureau to perform such.an •- » - 

, ■ . ■ 1 , , .*V if * - ;; .i ‘ . \ 1 *1 \ i ; . ■ 
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act, whether is was a person; in the 0.A.P. . or whit, aAd on vihatj:.:: 
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grounds they were''carriedtout'^^^ ^;they 'were*^resp^sib^^||^ 2 ^-':;' 
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Also, to what person were the perloined papers delivered? Names.' 
of the agents involved would be appreciated. As to \diat happened 

' , . ’ ' • • • v- » . 

to any other effects of his, that is probkijlIO^ question more ably _ / 

REC /O0— '2-'3^3 7— 

answered by the O.A.P., yet if Bureau agents participated^onco*^; 


they may have done so on other occasions. If the persohp^whpQdjtjd 1973 
open the safe were NOT FBI agents, then we are faced with-^t-he. f act 
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that persons aparently posed as Bureau operatives, an even more 

v /*m interesting situation. Petahaps this whets your own curiosity abpijf 
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interest* Are you aware that before the-year'1900 he was! 
able to transmit thousands of watts of electric power to 
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any point on the globe WITHOUT WIRES. This and other feats 
would make him a prime target for vested interest groups,. 
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notably the J.P.Morgan combine with whom he had.connections• 
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I am aware of the well, earned tradition, of the Bureau of. NOT 
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serving any master: .but the ^common good, -so again-we Have a XX ;." 
curious point if indeed strings' were pulled. Quite franklyV 
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his ideas were'riet ? vbroadlyjivailable^^^^teiur^th^'at^ilityX^v-v^ 
of their own electric technological apple cartfinancially»; C 
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out of the air to run say a lightbulb" with ONE .wire??He'^did.;-’®-;; : ; 
it. and much more.> My;sincere thanks for yourthought^and^ S:y - - 


■“ * * * v ■. • - ^ .' •"' w>V m ~ 4 
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August 2, 1973 



j information contained 

mm IS UNCLASSIFIED^ ! 
PAT* 7 9-3'$6 BY CTW 



Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has 
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were 
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property. 


I realize there have been some written accounts 
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these 
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso¬ 
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved. 



Assoc. Dir. _ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. - 

Comp. Syst. _ 

Fit** & Com. _ 

Con. Inv. _ 

Idont. _ 

Inspection _____ 
Intetl. ___ 

Laboratory _ 

Plon. & Evol. _ 


Sincerely yours, 

Kelley. 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects 
of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had 
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his 
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate 
clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his 
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of 
Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions ii 
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmucl 
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects, the 
Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter. 


Spec. Inv. 


Training -- 

Legal Coun. _ 

Cong. Serv. _ 

Co tt. & Crm. 
Research _ 

Press Off. _ 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec'y _ 
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JUIy 7, 1975 

.t.-r-nSMKhONCp'nMNffl 

DATE 7->-®- b 



This will acknowledge your letter of June 9th. 


In response 
Dr. Mikola Tesla were 
Office of Alien 


to your inquiry, the papers of 
Impounded, after his death, by the 
of the Department of Justice. 


Ke/Zey 


1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Bn e l eis ure ' 
• Attention *—S u s an Hi Ilaus eg-* 


Ano(. Dir. _ 

Dcp. AD Adm. _ 

Dep. AD ln». . 

Asst. Dir.: 


NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a 

world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 

Since Tesla*s death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers. 

The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
Bufiles contain no information identifiable with requesters. 


Adm in. 


<4bb: 


Comp. Sys(. _ 

Ext. Alfoirs _ 

✓ 

File* & Com. _ y / 

Gen. |nv. _^ 

Ident. - 


egg—(40 


Ins pec (ion 
Intell. _ 


Loborotory __ 
Plan. A EvoI. 

Spec. Inv. _ 

! **ing _ 


'urt. 

R. 
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13 November 1975 



Mr. Clarence Kelley 

Director 

F.B.I. 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Kelley: 

In reply to the letter of 10 November from your office: 

I restate that I was not asking about the existence or 
non-existence of any investigative information a n Nikola. 
{ Tesla , but on his technical papers seized on his death 
in 19^3 and reported in the papers ef that time* 


i ~ 


r'FOR'HTio,’! CONTAIN 
13 ’JmCL/^SIFIED 

DATE 7-3-M RY 


ED 



The reason given in the reply from your office, the 
second paragraph, as to why I cannot get any inform¬ 
ation on Tesla's papers makes no sense in itself or 
in reply to my inquiry. The thfcfcd paragraph stating 
the conditions under which a search will be made 
is a clear bureaucratic circumvention of the Freedom 
of Information Act and an excuse on the part of the 
individual handling my request forgoing any work be¬ 
yond the drafting of a letter. Will it be the decision 
of your office to let the situation stand like this? 

As I stated in my first letter, I am following up the 
Tesla data for a magazine article. I am tempted to have 
your reply of the l©th printed and run nationally as 
an example of how bureaucratic manoeuvring is used to 
get around the FOIA. Does the bureau need more of this 
type of publicity? 


S 

f 


t 



It is disheartening to see an agency entrusted to uphold 
the law using its resources to mock the law. 




November 26, 1975 





7hi» will acknowledge receipt of your letter 
to the Bureau on November 14 th.^ 


In response to your Inquiry, the papers of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were Impounded, after his death, by 
the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice. 



Assoc. Dir. _ 

D«p. AD Adm. _ 

Dtp. AD l"». _ 

Asst. Dir.'. 

Admin. _ 

Comp. Sys». _ 

E*». Affairs _ 


Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Keitel 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 
Attention: Susan M. Hauser 

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was 

a World famous electrical inventor, and at the time 
of his death his personal papers and effects were 
impounded by Office of Alien Property for National 
Security reasons. Since Tesla's death in 1943 the 
Bureau has received numerous inquiries about the 
disposition of his technical papers. The above 
reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 



Filet & Com. _ 

G*n, Inv. _ 

Idenf. _ 

Inspection_ 

Infell. _ .— 




\ 


Loborotory _ 

Plon. & E vo I. 

Spec. Inv. _ 

Trommg _ 


Logoi Coon. _ 

Telephone _ 
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^ TO (7V«mo, office symbot or location) 

Alan McCreight 
Rm. 5435 - JEH 
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RETURN 
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REMARKS 


FOIA 
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Do NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, 
disapprovals, clearances, and similar actions 


FROM (Nome. office symbol or tocmtion) 

Susan M. Hauser 


OATE 


10/21/75 


PHONE 


2145 


OPTIONAL FORM 41 

AUGUST 19 67 

CSA FPMR ( 41CFRJ 100 11.206 
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17 October 1975 



Freedom of Information Act Revest 


Deputy Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Gentlemen: 



I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth 
century inventors, and want to obtain information on some 
papers o f Niko J a »>a«- were seized by the FBI on his 

death in 19437 7^ , / ) y £. 

Tesla invented a number of electrical devices and because 
of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national, 
it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety 
to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on 
national security. 




I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers; 

2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them; 

3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what 
happened to them? 



I would be very grateful for your help with this. 









November 10,.’1975 



» * 
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' INFORMATION CONTAINED 
' "'EKi IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEEZ^i^-BY 



This is to acknowledge receipt of your Freedom of 
Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request forwarded to the FBI 
by the Department of Justice on October 22nQ. 6 )^ 





In response to your request for files pertaining 
to Nikola Tesla, please be advised that in order to preserve 
the privacy of an individual who may be the subject of a 
similar inquiry, it has been necessary for the FEI to maintain 
the practice of not indicating whether we do or do not have 
such information in our files. 

If you can provide notarized authorization'-from 
Mr. Tesla's next of kin directing us to release to you any 
information our files may contain concerning him, we shall 
thereafter search our files and advise you accordingly. 

Since we have not conducted a search of our files, 
please do not infer that we do or do not have the information 
you requested. 


Sincerely yours. 


C. M. Kelley 

Attoc. Dir._ Clarence H. Kelley 

o«,. ad A4m. _ Director 

Dtp. AD Inv. _ 

Ass*. Dir.: 

1 “ T ^ e Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 
c.t.Affair._ Attention: Susan M. Hauser 
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F ties & Com. _ 

Gen. Inv. _ 

Idem. -. 

Inspection_ 

Intel!. .- -__ 


Loborotory _. 

Plon. & Evol. _ 

Spec. Inv. - 

Tcoining _____ 

Legol Coun. _ 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec'y _ 
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R a y nh am'y«~MA--U l 
April 20, 1976 


Mr. Clarence Kelly 

Director 

F.B. I. 

Washington, DC 


Dear Mr. Kelly: 



Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the 
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding the unavailability of 
American microfilm records of Nikola^resla *s unpublished diary 
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder). 


At the time I discounted the possibility that these unpublished 
discoveries had military significance. But because of experiments 
now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect such military 
applications exist and feel it imperative that you be notified, 
particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary 
access to the entire collection. 


Two photos of each page exist. 

After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and OSS performed 
a cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my 
memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough 
time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla 
wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as 
difficult to translate as a foreign language. 


According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made 
copies of some portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary, 
which numbers 500 pages, 20 that directly pertain to ball 
lightning, and 20 or so relevant to the equipment construction. 
(We copied the most significant portions, but feel more exists^-n / 

, REC-52 / ' ^ - / K 

AvyEfe&j ru:fbuj> yfcjnrsrschave/ 

'-i&E*** _ -_•_ r-tT^x, ✓ - • 


in hav ^e 



! just completed an article for^my magazine, EDN (an electrical 
engineering magazine), but only with the very recent receipt 
of an unpublished manuscript from John J. O’Neill's book 
(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did I place credence on Tesla's later claim v/ 
to military applications. Incidentally, some of O’Neill's 
descriptions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have exceeded^ r 
TeslJ>S^9esults and are familiar with the experiments. At any 
rate, fnere. pre three possible military applications. ^ 


- 2 - 


First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed 
his equipment) could be used to destro^alrcraft. I have 
talked to AF personnel --such as^^^^^^^^^Bengineer at 
Micro Networks, who saw one insia^^^^^^^^in flight--and 
found AF personnel fear these "rf balls," as they call them. 


LlC. 


Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, if 
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. 

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--thepropulsion 
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction, 
by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may 
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics 
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following 
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may 
exist. 

None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla, 
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and 
studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion 
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing 
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous 
and involved techniques similar to Project Sanguine, that , 

is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguide 
aware of our research). 


bic 




P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures, 
I am notifying the C.I.A. 


Enclosures: 2 


t 
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Fusion energy: will experiments 
in ball lightning provide the key? 


Paul Snigier, Associate Editor 

In the vast and empty hangar 
where the first atomic bomb was 


cheap and endless energy Highest voltage continuously oscillating 

source—fusion power, or the damped-wave lightning generator (ever 

... . produced by mankind) creates a 

energy source used by the stars tur , cnto , 1100 A.v > 12 .SMV- Subsequent 

and sun. The fuel is deuterium, improvements raised this to a peak 


assembled, a man-made light¬ 
ning storm is now being un¬ 
leashed. The voltages of these 


or heavy water, that can be 
inexpensively extracted from 
ocean water to provide mankind 


current of 2200A at 20 MV. Further 
improvements could conceivably pro¬ 
duce bolts that exceed natural lightning 
(100 MV)! 


lightning bolts—20 million 
volts—arc the highest discharge 
voltages ever produced by man. 

Project Tpsla, headed by 
Robert K. Colka and Dr. Robert 
YV. Bass, is an attempt to 
artificially duplicate one of 
nature's rarest and most terrify¬ 
ing phenomena—ball lightning. 
The experiments arc based upon 
the unpublished notes of Nikola 
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his 
Colorado Springs laboratory, 
used a secret magnifying trans- 
miner to produce 1.5-in. light¬ 
ning balls that floated for 30 sec. 



The energy surplus 

Many physicists, including the 
eminent Dr. James Tuck, found¬ 
er of the U.S. fusion program, 
believe* that the lightning ball 
holds the key to a fantastic. 




* 




with millions of wars o* ' «v. 

* • 

* Unfortunately, prog.. in 
tusiori research, which has 
centered on magnetic confine¬ 
ment and laser implosions, has 
been frustrating!) slow and full 
of unpleasant surprises; and 
scientists warn that success 
could be as far off as four 
decades! But if these promising 
experiments under way Wcn- 
dover, UT, arc successful, ..ew 
unexpected confinement 
technique . could unleash I his 
energy source. 

In search of nature's secrets... 

Ball lightning, a glowing 
sphere of red, orange or yellow 
plasma, often materializes dur¬ 
ing lightning storms and floats 
about, often against a strong 
wind. The ball may bounce 
along the floor and, on occa¬ 
sion, the sphere will "slip" 
through glass without breaking 
it. (The author recently investi¬ 
gated one such case in a 
hospital, in which the lights 
were damaged.) At times it 
materializes inside or even 
outside aircraft in flight, seem¬ 
ingly impervious to deformation 
from the wind force. 


Witnesses of ball lightnir 
have included such notables as 
Niels Bohr and Victor Wciss- 
kopf, the Director of the MIT 
Physics Department. Another 
witness was Secretary of State 
Dean Achcson, who reported 
seeing it cross the breakfast 
table aboard the presidential 
plane. 

The accidental formation of 
ball lightning has been observed 
about once per year for the past 
decade inside building 985 at Hill 
AF Missile Radiographic Facility, 
UT. The volleyball-size fireballs 
drop out of the space adjacent to 
the high voltage supply of the 25 
Mcv linear accelerator. 

The ball of blue fire floats 
down to the floor, rolls around 
randomly and then rises again to 
the power-supply area where it 
dissipates without detectable 
damage. Despite troubleshoot¬ 
ing, no explanation can be 
found for this occurrence. 

On one occasion, lightning 
struck the building—a large 
concrete structure with a 60-lt. 
ceiling inside—and, simultane¬ 
ously, an intense sphere of firt 
the size of a tennis ball formed 
above the conduit on the wall at 


irly shoulder level. It moved 
aiong the wall for a distance <>i 
some 30 ft., floated out and 
around the neck and shoulder 
of a person standing near the 
wall, moved back to the wall and 
continued along for several feet 
until it intercepted a duplev 
outlet on the conduit. At this the 
ball exploded, causing elec¬ 
trical damage throughout. 

A new state of matter? 

No presently known laws of 
physics can account for the 
stability and bouncing of fire¬ 
balls unless it incudes surface 
tension. This hitherto unob¬ 
served state of matter is a new 
concept, since plasmas have 
never previously exhibited such 
strong surface tension. Also, 
presently known laws cannot 
account for the propulsion. 

Project Tesla has developed a 
rigorous mathematical model of 
the lightning ball's absolute, 
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta¬ 
bility. Initial computer studies 
indicated a density range of 
lO’MO" cm* 1 , with a tempera- 
...v, ' 10‘-10 H °K—or 
seven times hottu. ._■ ...e 

sun! o 
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. When Tosh was talking as a scientist no was opposed to :^ f t ' fu w_ 
war 3 on moral, economic and all practical and theoretical grounds♦ y. <hirw>- 
But, liko most scientists, when ho stopped thinking as a scientist,“t *m 
and let his emotions rule hi3 thoughts, he found exceptions in '/'e 
which he felt somo wars and situations were justifiable* As a ' c’o\-t.'o*t 
scientist he was unwilling to have the discoveries of scientists 
applied to the pruposes of v;ar makers, but when.the emotional phase 
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willing to apply*'-'* 
his genius to devising measures that would prevent wars by supplying -+ e / 
protective devices* fl^-e u* 

_ C 

This attitude is exemplified in the following statement 
which he prepared in the twenties but did not publish: 


/ 

■ 1 1 

Q .♦ 
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"At present many of the ablest minds are trying to devise ' 
expedients for preventing a repetition of the awful conflict which Is 
only theoretically ended am the duration and main issues of which I 
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20, 
1914. The League i3 hot a remedy but, on the contrary. In the opinion 
of anumber of competent men, may bring about results.just the oppo¬ 
site. It Is particularly regrettable that a punitive policy was 
adoptod in framing the terms of peaco because a few years hence it 
will bo possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or guns, 
by weapons far more terrible, to the destructive action and range of 
which there is virtually no limit. Any pity at any distance whatso¬ 
ever from the enemy can be destroyed by him and no power on earth can 
atop him from doing so. If we want to avert an impending calamity and 
a stato of things which may transom this glooe ~nto an inferno, we 
should push the development o.' flying machines and wireless transmission 
of. energy Y/ithout an instant’s delay and with all the power and re¬ 
sources of the nation.” 


Tesla saw preventative possibilities in his new Invention 
which embodied "death ray" characteristics and which was made several 
years after the foregoing statement was written. He sav/ it-providing 
a* curtain of protection Y/hich any country, no natter how small, could 
use as a protection against invasion. »'hile he might offer it as a 
defensive weapon,/ however, there would be nothing to stop military 
men from using it' as a weapon of offense* 


While I did not know the nature of Tesla’s plan I was con¬ 
vinced that it did embody many discoveries that v/ould be of 6ommer- 
clal value, and these were the angles he should seek to deyelop. I 
Xolt thtt if he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his 
work that v/ould have immediate commercial use he could derive an In¬ 
come from it which would enable him .to.proceed with his more elaocrate 
plans* To this end I sought to gain some insight into his thoughts, 
that v/ould enable me to get a practical plan in operation. This was 
no secret-.to Tesla and ho successfully parried every thrust I .made. 


ho dourest conception I got, and that was lergoly from 
tered remarks, ana by making deductions from thcln, concern 

I \ T __ * . . .1 J I •« « . • - A * 


Tho 

scattered remarks, ana by making deductions from thchi, concerned a 
possiblo manner in v/hich one phase of his curtain of protection 
might operate. This was a "v/ar" angle and a 3 suchd tTdld not interest 
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no,, tout' since It inv^ved “'lightning balls," or 
very curious. Fii - -Us had always fasclna .... 
everything I coulc ay my hands on atoout the: 


'Tiro balls," l wus 
.io, and I had read 


A fire bail is a strango phonomenon associated with light¬ 
ning. ^orco of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to become 
locked into a ball shaped structure which may be of any size from a 
couple of inches to a foot in diameter. It looks like a perfect 
sphere, brightly incandescent and floats like a bubble, being easily 
carried by air currents. They may last for a short time, from a 
fraction of a' second to many seconds. In this interval, during 
which thoy stay fairly close to the ground, tney may come close to 
many objects without damaging them or being damaged by them. Sud¬ 
denly, for no known reason, the ball explodes doing as much damage 
as a bomb, if close to structures, and no damage if in the open. 


•' The fire ball looked to me like a gigantically enlarged 
model of the tiny electron, one of the building blocks of matter, 
which acts as if it were just a' spherical area of space in which an 
amount of energy was crystallized ..to .give it structure. I .felt that 
if it were possible to discover how .-a"large amountof energy was ' 
stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire ball a new insight 
might be gained into the structure of the electron and other funda¬ 
mental particles of matter. Also this method of storing energy 
•could bo applied to a thousand useful purposes. 


Y/hen I approached Tesla with pleas along this line to de¬ 
velop this possible phase of his discovery he would evade direct ro- 
ply by indulging in a, hot always, tolerant lecture on my gullability 


in believing theories about the complex structure of the atom. Yrnile 
he had in earlier years discussed some of his experiences v/ith fire 
balls in his laboratory at Colorado Springs and explained his theory 
of their formation, he would not in the later years permit himself 
to be drawn into a discussion of them a3 a possible part of his sys¬ 
tem. This, of course, made me suspicious that the clue v;as ‘'hot" but 
I could bo completely wrong in my conclusions. Tesla was very quick 
in detecting my technique when I sought to narrow down a field by 
trying to get him to deny statements when, he was adamant to direct 
questions. 


Tesla became familiar with the destructive characteristics 
of fire ball3 in his experiments at Colorado Springs in 1899. Ho 
produced them quite by accident and saw them,.more than once, explode 
and shatter his tall mast and also destroy apparatus v/ithin his 
laboratory. The destructive action accompanying the disintegration 

of a fire ball, he declared, takes place with inconceivabel violence. 

• • • . « 


He studied the process by which- they were produced, not 
because he wanted to product tbem but in oraer to eliminate the con¬ 
ditions in which they were created. It is not pleasant, he relatori, 
to have a fire ball explcdo in your vicinity for they will destroy 
anything they come in contact with. 


it will bo necessary to reconstruct his statements from 
vory fragmentary notes and a long distance memory.. 



"Farasitcoscillati s, or circuits, within th main cir¬ 
cuit v/oro a -source ^ uangcr from this, cause, f^xnts of resistance 
in the main circuit could result in minor 03 . .lating circuits be¬ 
tween terminals or between two points:.©! resi3tanco and these minor 
circuits would havo a very much higher period of oscillation than 
the main circuit and could be set into oscillation by the main cur¬ 
rent of lower frequency. 

• • • • • 

"Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted 
for the greatest efficiency of operation by the aimination of all 
sources of losses the fire balls continued -;o occur but these were 
due to stray high frequency charges from random earth currents. 

"From these experiences it became apparent that the fire 
balls resulted from the interaction of two frequencies, a stray 
higher frequency wave imposed on the lower frequency free oscilla¬ 
tion of the main circuit. 

, . • « • • . • • 

"As the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from 
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through 
various rates of change. •. In a current of shorter wavelength the 
rates of change will he steeper. Yttien the two currents react on 
each other the resultant complex will contain a wave in which there 
is an extremely steep rate of change, and for the briefest instant 
currents may move at a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of 
horsepower. 

"This condition acts as a trigger which may cause’ the total 
energy of the powerful longex* wave to be discharged in an infinitos- 
mally small interval of timo and at a proportionately tremendously 
great rate of energy movement which cannot confine itself to. the 
metal circuit and is released into surrounding space with incon¬ 
ceivable violence.’ 1 

. t • • • * . , . * 

It is but a step, from learning how a high frequency cur¬ 
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using 
the principle to design a system in which these explosions can be 
produced by intent. The following process appears a possible one 
hut no evlaonce is available that it is the one Tesla evolved: 

An oscillator, such as be used to send power wirelessly around the 
earth at Colorado Springs, is eet in operation at a frequency to which 
a given warship is resonant. The' complex structure of a ship would 
prov3.de a great number of spots in- which electrical oscillations will 
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through the 
ship as a whole. Tnese paraslsteicurrents will react on the main 
current causing the production of fireball3 v.'nich by their explosions 
will destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of tho 
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be -.used 

to transmit the shorter wavelength current. 

* 

Somewhat later I learned the reeson for Tesla’s reticence 
to discuss details. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re¬ 
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britain. 

Tesla revealed that ho had carried on negotiations with 
Prime Minister Chamberlin for tho sale of his ray system to Great 
Britain for $30,000,000 on the basis of hi 3 presentation that the 
device would provide complete protection for tho British Isl03 
against any enemy approaching by sea or air, and would provide an 
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extensive v:oupoa 
ho decXrcd, of t) 
adopt-the dcvico l 
then threatening v/i 
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no i;do:;;! 0 < He waa convinced. 


.nccrJty of Mr. Chamber'’ n and hi3 intont to 
it would have prevented ~ outbreak of the 
r and v/ould have made pos^ .ole the continuation- 


undor tho duress which this weapon v/ould make possible - of the 
working agreement involving France, Germany and Britain to maintain 
tho status quo in Europe. Whon Chamberlin failed, at the Munich 
conference, to retai.n thi3 state of European equilibrium it was 
necessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prime Minister 
who could make tho effort to shift ono corner of the triangle from 
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no vlrt' e in Tesla '3 plan and 
proemptorially ended the negotiations. 


Tesla was greatly disappointed by the collapse of his ne¬ 
gotiations' with the British Government. With it there collapsed his 
hopes of providing a demonstration of his most recent, and, v/hat he 
considered, his most important discoveries. Ho did not, however, 
dv/oll on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not men¬ 
tion the matter again. He did not get another chance to financo the 
demonstration of these discoveries. 


During the period in v/hich the negotiations were being 
carried on, Tesla declared, efforts had been made to Steal the in¬ 
vention. His room had been entered and his papers examined but the 
thioves, or spies, left empty handed. There was no danger, he said, 
that his invention could-be stolen for he had at no .time committed 
any part of it to paper. He could trust his memory to preserve every 
fine detail of his investigations. This'v/&3 true, he said, of all 
of his later major discoveries. 

• , 

4 

The nature of his system r/-kes little differtneo now; he 
has gone and. has taken it with him. Perhaps, if there is any com¬ 
munication from beyond the veil that separates this life from what¬ 
ever exists hereafter, Tesla may look down upon earth's struggling 
mortals and find some way of dropping a hint concerning what he 
accomplished; but, if the situation is such that this cannot take 
place, then v/e must await until tho human race produces another 
.Teala* 




Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with 


enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to 
furnish us this information, and your interest and 



courtesy are indeed appreciated. 



NOTE: Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with 

last outgoing 6-27-73, in reply to his request concernjKg 
papers of -Dr. Nikola Tesla'* Dr. Tesla was a world-famous 
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943, 


all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous 
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. 


A ^7A 0 oA^r The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that 
oI7*oi n ."3he FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
oir.= property. Bufiles indicated the Office of Alien Property of 
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ion of June 15th 


This will respond 
enclosing the letter of Kr 

Kl s consln^ S3- 3- £ ■ & 1 


The effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, by the office of Allen Property of the Department 
of Justice and not by the TOI. Since we did not participate 
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I an enable to 
furnish the information you desire. 

A copy of your cocmuni cation and of this reply are 
being referred to the Department of Justice and the enclosure 
tc vour cerium i cation is boina returned as roouested. 

Sincerely yours. 


C. M. Kelley 

Clarence K. Salley 
Director 


Assoc. Dir._ 

Dop. AD Adm- 

D«p. AD Inv- 
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Adm. S«r»- 
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Inspection - 

Intel). _-— 

Loborotory - 

Lego) Coun.- 

Plon. & E vol. —» 
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Spec. Inv.- 

Ttoining _ 

Telephone Rm.__ 

Director Sec’y- 


1 - Assistant Attorney General - Enclosures (2) 
Civil Division 

1 - Milwaukee - Enclosures (2) 

1 - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures 
NOTE: This response is consistent with past resp 
inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 r 
that the Office of Alien Property took possession 
Dr. Tesla's papers following his death. 
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August 6, 1979 




I 

Itour recent letter requesting information concerning 
Dr. NikolaiTesla, has been received♦ 



i 

i 
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22 


co 


The effects of Dr. Tesla were impounded, after his 
death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. We have no preprinted material 
available for public distribution regarding Dr. Tesla. How¬ 
ever, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 
(Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), requests have been/: 
made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu¬ 
ments available to you under Title 28—Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

If you are interested in seeking such documents 
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a 
separate Inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a 
Freedom of Information Act request, and direct it to the 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20535. In the 
er you roust request documents regarding the specific topic 

interest to you. REC> 79 
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Sincerely yours 





a 23 7- 


William L. Bailey 
Assistant Director 


2 AUG 7 


Assoc. Dir. 


Mr/' Underwood - Enclosure • - -- - 

Room 6958 •_ - 

(This correspondence response inlay engender a future FOIA in- 
quiry.) *■ - .. '* 
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Ads. Senrs.. 

Crim. Inv._ 

Ident. _ 

IntelI. _ 

Laboratory 
Legal CoonT 
Plan. & Insp._ 

(4) 

Tech. Servs. . ; » y 

Training-V - - / / 

P.blic AHs. OH. _ ! J <—' ■ / 

- » » M / J » / ’ . 


i • 


WOTE: Based upon available.information,’correspondent is not 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


..^UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL HUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


subject: 


A 


Mr. Bresson 


•O'. 
»✓ * 


date: 2/25/80 



bid 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT DISCLOSURE 
REGARDING DR. NIKOLA"TESLA 


A lIOC. Dir._ 

Dep. AO A dm._ 

0*p . AO Inv. _ __ 

Att>. Dir.: 

Adm. S«rvi. . __ 

Oi«. Ii»v,_ 

Ideal.__ 

lattll._____ 

Loboratory_ 

L*fol Cove. ...._ 

Flofl & Intf. __ 

Roc. Mqot_ 

Tftk. Str*S. __ 

Train in 9 _ _ 

Pvblic AHv. OH_ 

Telephone R«._ 

Director's Sec’y_ 



PURPOSE: 


' ■ ' nf Ja 

, -rrr-\:\ \S dV Cfij 


To reduce time spent on handling of requests for 
information on captioned subject and to promote uniformity 
of disclosure. 


DETAILS: 


it, rt 



A search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects 
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile 
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry- 
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies 
of this material have not been made and requesters have been 
so advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file 
totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure. 
Numerous requesters have sought information relating to 
Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that 
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be 
considered the preprocessed release appropriate for responses 
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for 
information on this subject. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

That the Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch, 
Records Management"Division, add captioned case to their 
list of preprocessed cases and Jj^od^e any future requests 
for such information. / / 0 
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RESEARCH ANO 
ENGINEERING 


LL»i\i . 


0» . .wt . THE UND 
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ECTVARY v DE» ISE 


WASHINGTON. D C. 20301 



FEDERAL G0VERRKH3flf 


9 FEB 1S81 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Nicola Tesla (U) 


(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession of-a number of papers 
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. NicolerTesla was a brilliant 
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a pioneer in various 
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena. 


(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles 
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the 
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his Dapers. 


(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers, 
we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing 

the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the -\ 

point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695-7417. \ 

__ .. i 
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Allan J. MacLaren 
LtColonel, USAF 
Military Assistant 
Strategic and Space Systems 
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Classifed by: DUSDRE/S&SS 
Declassify on: February 1987 
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Strategic and Space Systems 
Office- of the Under Secretary 
of Defense 

Slashington, D. C. 20301 




IpjERAi Govsantwrr 

»t T TT’*'"~*;ATI0tI CONTAINED \ 


Dear Colonel KacL*ren: 


Your rer.orandv>r- of February 9 requesting access to 
tho scientific papers of Dr. Mikola^t~eela which night be in 
our files has beers referred to jy* office for reply. 


A prelirirary review of cur files indicates that the 
F_: die not participate ir. the handling of Dr. Tesla’s belor.j- 
iiu.s fell owing his death in ‘lev; York City in January, 1943. 

:.is papers v-rc exaninoJ by representatives of the Office 
of Alien Property, the uavy Department an-' the Office of 
Scientific Kesearcii and Dev clop; rent. In February, 19 
parlors apparently were released to fir. Sava Kosano^c^T yv _N \\ 
Dr. Tesla's nephew anc the adcinistrator of bin estajt ni^—^ 


s’-rovic'u a sure S3 •"*, tnr. 


n ♦ ♦* V« r *■ 


i * • i c ^ T ’ f ^ T V F ^ ’• t 1 A V V 

W t «. Jk. . • c ._. t— - . v i ^ -w VI A . . 


c * *■ 

V- V - V 


*. * f *. T ■ * '* ’ *. 1 1 * ' V'T 

* V/ ■«. 4 *- y « * W f r 4 ^ *|/ A • 


cc.-.plt'fc occrcsi of cur i^-ircs is being na:ic to 
dctoj-.-ir.e if wo nave ar.y inferriation that srdLght be useful 
to you. You will L>e notified cf the results of this search 
at eh-.: earliest possible date. DE-110/ o -n P "7^ 

- $ ‘ , 

I Sincerely, R^r" a 


Sincerely, 
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Roger t. Young * ■ 

Assistant Director in Chargo 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 
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(PCir;\) - Enc. blC ti , • 

vithMM FOI/7., R’iD, who has handled sii 
lar recuests for, irforu-atice^u^ov^^^rTea concerning Dr. Tssla. In au- 
r«roua previous responses we lave said that the office o?. v Alier Proport 

the Dc : -urtuicnt of Just^c ir.pycndfc-zrr .’'Tesla’r> papers after his doc th. 
..ovov^r, the, 53.ee of * Fcmii-u bit ige t ion, Civil Division, indicate:'- 
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raL«i-2ic_ an*. Sx ico g y ^tc J, .s 
of ilet of_the Under Secretary 


o:. Defense 


Wa®;:in 7 ton, u. C. 2G301 
Dear Colonel Kachoren: 


SECERAi 


government 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \ 
iiEREIi; IS UNCLASSIFIED ■> 


DATE Ha: 
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CsJ 


E*#c AO Ihv. _ 
E**c AD Adm. . 
E**« AO LES _ 
A*it. Oir.: 

Ada. S*nrj._ 

Cria. |<v. _ 

I dent. _ 

Int«il. _ 

Laboratory ___ 

Legal Coan. _ 

Plan. & Injp. _ 

Rea. Mgnt. _ 

Tech. Servs. _ 

Training_ 

Public Alls. OH. 
Telephone Ra. _ 
Director's Sec’y 


A ccpu^lete riearch o Z oar retrievable files concern- sZ 
in 3 Dr. V. l.kolftMesi*r shows the* all notes and aatarial in hi 3 ?/£, 
ii soJi.-ito 703 iCi$xo:; rt L?»o Live of Air .loath cn January 7, 19%% 
vert plucwl in Lho custody si the Alien Property Custodian 
under real by the Jr.itc-I States Jcvernxrvnt. Thus:. xatsrir. 1.3 
have never been in the cart or c. of tl*c F 21 ( 

f*n January 2C an ? 27, 17*3, re ?c-ral authorities roale 
a thorough review of the cffvtte o' r-r. Tenia to Jctera»ir*' if 

4 a ^ • f* • ^ | g . • ^ e% 4 • • V ^ * * *- if 4 4 . * r ^ a* X A- e % *" /• ^ i * *« . * • y« */.# » «a ^ 
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coals bt £<^uno. tis effects were cirarsir.eJ at the 'iurJ.sLtan 
Jaro i&use an.i Storage- Co.v-vsny at 52nd ar.-rl 7th Avenue, Dev' 1'orh , 
how ‘/orb, where they ayr.-oruntiy vere taker; after hit cent!'.. Pnr- 
ticii»awiny in this euaair,aticn vsre. ropreaentativee from the 

York and t'achlnqccv; Offices of the Alien. Prooert - ' Custoulin, 

'office of Scientific hesearch and Development at the Massa¬ 
chusetts Institute- of Technology, the Office Of Laval Intel- 
li^ancc, and United States hovel i:e.»ecreh. The Y?.l did not 
participate in this ©uacinaticn. (65-47953 section 1) 

It was the considered opinion of a spohetnan of those 
oxealters "that there cuiet. aucr.y Dr. Tesla's papers anJ posses¬ 
sions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealed 
methods or devices, or actual apparatus which could ho o f 
‘•significant value to this country or which would constitute & 
hazard in unfriendly hands." There was thought to be no 
technical or riilitary reason why further custody of the property 
should fce> retained. However, our files indicate that certain 
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The rental for this storage, approximately $15 pfcr aonth , .... 

was being paid by Charlotte Kuxar, 134 Cart £3rd Street^ 

Hew Tor!:, ttev Yor!:, vio vas listed aa an agent for Sava Xosanovich, 
-Dr. Tesla's nephe-.* and administrator of his estate. ( 65 - 47953 - 14 ) 

• ^ _ * # 

On October 25, 1945, Prorate 7* 1 oyrrf:-Fita-gerald , U. i3. 

Aftay, a younr scientist who had been Tesla’s protege, called 
in person at our Few York Field Office. With hi» were 
J iV'? 0 K —Savir- .MT J ^Pr 3 ttT"X'tT r " 7 lQrbort- 0 .—Schutt an:l Lt .rJU-, X.*- 
Joule £roa a research development unit at Wright Field, Dayton, , 
Ohio. These non carried a letter signed by Brigadier—General 
I.h“Cv *-Cra i j« a, - Chief Enginearing- Division .' t?ri n ht Field, requost- 
Ing that the ? 6 I allow the bearers of the latter access to tha ” 
effects of ftikola Tesla. (65-47953-15) 

* ■ > • • 

Xt was explained to this—ailitar.y- oontinger.t that the 
FEJ had no jurisdiction over Tesla’s effects, and they ware 
referred to the Office of the Alien Property Custodian. Bureau 
files do not indicate whether tho aen ever examined Tesla*a ■' 
bo lor: .in jo. (65-47953-15) 

Tic Tonic effects ro-oine:.' in- roo.A? 5J and 5L of the 

i*unh*ttan Storage Company. In the 1950s, P5I Agents were told by 

company n&nagcaent that the only recorded visit had bean cade 

by "Federal authorities" in January, 1943. Tho-floor fl'iper-_ 

viTor recalled that the acn had taken nuaorous photographs. 

His description of the equipment asei would tend to show that ' 

a microfilm reproduction vas cade of the papers of the deceased. 

(65-47953-27) ‘ ‘ >/. 

Our files do not reflect any pertinent information 

on the Tesla materials since that date. Their current whereabouts 

or condition are not reflected in our files. 

. • . 

- *, * . « * • * % * 

For further information regarding this matter, you cay ,, 
wish to contact the Office of the Alien Property Custodian amd 
tho other Federal agencies mentioned above. 
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I hope that vo have been -Of asr.istance to you. 



- V 


Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 


(coirriMT^D - over.) 
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0 « February 5, 1981, C*£?i. M.-'ctarr.-o .vtfivte to -us irxjuiriaa 
aboixC the scientific papers of Dr. Tttfcola Tesla- 2n> 3 return) 
letter of siarch 3, -we inforaod hia that, a thorough review of 
our files would be made in ••arch of the information be requested. 
Thin v&s dose and he is being Informal of the results. Tesla’e 
papers have been the' subject of numerous inquiries by various 
individuals and organizations since fcis death. ■ PBI received 
over 20 "OIA requests on this rsatter during the period 1973- 

1930. Matter coordinated vith FOIA Section# '&£>. 
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C ICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF L ENSE 


WASHINGTON. D C 20301 


RESEARCH AND 
ENGINEERING 


FEDERAL GC7FP.NMENT 


' 1 APR 1981 


Mr. Roger S. Young 

Assistant Director in Charge 

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Hr. Young, 


.y- 0 

. * | 

, ' s ^ 


w 


Thank you very much for your letters of March 10 and March 20, 1981/ in 

o 

response to our request re Dr. JtesJLa. We very much appreciate the effort 

A //- •//•1 

that must have gone into this. On behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary 
(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, I would like to thank 
you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data. 
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Sincerely, 




Allan 


MacLaren 


Military Assistant 
Strategitr a rr d ~5pace Systems 
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21 July 1981 


Director of the FBI 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 
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While attending college, I came across,an article about the 

r~^, I' / is-/ 't 

electrical genius, Nicolai Tesla ."~~Hr. Tesla was an electrical 
genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla 

OUTSIDE re¬ 
designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce 

alternating current to the people. The article, written in an 
underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also 
worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant 
that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth's 
atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec¬ 
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and 
lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag¬ 
netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in 


electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the- 
FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives. 

Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock 
out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy 
and their contributions to the economy(money for research and 
employment). All I want to know is if there is any truth to 
this story and if so what was the FBI's reasons and when are the 
archives opened again so that Tesla's work could come to light 


V 


again. Now bear in mind that this man was anyelectrical genius 

4 ? J- 'Y'Z ■ ^ / 

and even had a unit of electrical measure named after him^^lf / 

he did figure out k way to utilize the earth's electromagnetic 

)• \ 7.1 :%) 

waves then I believe that we are ready to gradually phase out o' 


our dependence on oil, ease the volatile tension in the Middle > 

y? 

East and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into 

A 

• o 


.o' 




•t 





space research, joint international research and deep-sea 
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking 
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up 
the experts present projected times of producing significant 
gains in these still relatively new fields. 

You could at least take the time to check out what I am 
saying and judge for yourself whether or not the archives 
should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure 
heading. 
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August 7, 1981 



Judge Webster has referred your letter of July 21st 


to me for a reply. A check of our files indicates Dr. Nikola 
Tesla's effects were impounded after his death by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by 
the FBI. While your interest is indeed appreciated, the FBI 
is unable to answer your questions as we did not participate 
in the handling or have anything to do with the storage of 
Dr. Tesla's belongings. 


To be 

copy of this 


helpful as possible, I am forwarding a 

to the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely, 


« 

« 


S 




Roger S. Young -r 

Assistant Director ip Charge 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 


EL - Acting -Assis 
Civil Division 


AD I... 


NOTE: 
died o 
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is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. Tei. 
we"have received i^uph correspondence 


JUH 


*o le" _V regarding his belongings which','.were, (impounded by the Office 
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This communication is classified "Secret" in its 


entirety. 



f S 



Cincinnati 
IHQ, on 8/11/83, 





Re telephone < 
Division, to Supervisor 


Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy 
each of pertinent pages from the 1981 book titled "Tesla: 

Man Out of Time" by Margaret Cheney, with important passages 
underlined. r. 

For information of Bureau and New York, 
osearch physicist with the Electro Optics Research f 
the Avionics-Division of the U.S. Air Force Aeronautics 

n at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (WPAFB) an 
physicist and ..intelligence specialist on.-'Partic! 
chnology with the Foreign Technology D ivision 
Iso at WPAFB, have both been in contact with S 
at the Dayton, Ohio RA regarding possible FBI 
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involvement in the seizing of Nikola Tesla's research papers 
and other documents and scientific instruments after his death 
on January 7, 1943. 

They bo th/"exp Tarried that Tesla was a scientific 
genius and experimenter who w as bom in Yu goslavia of Serbian 
parents o n 7/10/56; went to school later in Gratz, Aus tria. 

Prague, Czechoslovakia..and Paris, Franc e. He immigrated to 
the U.S. in the early 1880's, worked for Thomas Edison's laboratory 
for a couple of years, then started his own lab after being paid 
$1 million dollars for rights to his patents on his polyphase 
systems of alternating current dynamos, which le£d to the t- . '/} 

harnessing of Niagra Falls for producing electricity //- 

and then the power system of the whole country. He was naturalized 
in 1889. He predicted wireless communication (radio). His later 
experiments in Colorado and elsewhere le^dto his producing 
artificial lightning in the millions of volts. He also had 

? atents on the concept of neon and flourescent lights, but he 
ater made little money on his later inventions, although he 
continued to do experiments leading to devices of great 
potential worth, which he never patented. He became more 
reclusive in his later years, living in various hotels in New York 
City. In the 1930‘s he claimed he had developed the concept and 
method of building a "death ray", which could destroy planes at 
many miles distant, for defending America. Also, there are reports 
of resonance machines or devices whereby he could shake one or 
many large city buildings from some distance away. 

Both^^^^^Hpand^^^^^Vsaid that Tesla donated "some" 
of his papers (or copies thereof) to the Tesla Institute in 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia; set up in the 1930‘s in his honor by their 
government. Biographies on Tesla claim that either the custodian 
of Alien Property and/or the FBI seized his papers and other 
personal effects, including a safe or safes, and other property 
immediately after his death in 1943. This is elaborated on in 
the enclosed copies of certain pages of Margaret Cheney's book, 
"Tesla: Man Out of Time". 

^^^Bsaid that after World War II Tesla's papers were 
shipped tZ^^^risla Institute in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, bv his 
nephew . Sa^Kq^nnvir, who had become Tito i * 5 r^Sasiaaof to the //■ , 

"U.ii. There 7 were reports that some microfilming of Tesla's —_ 

papers by government agents while they were still in storage 
in New York under Kosanovic's custody. . 
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Also, the Soviet Union has allegedly had access 
to some of Tesla's papers, possibly in Belgrade and/or 
else where, which influenced their early research into directed 
energy weapons, and Butler feels access to much of Tesla's 
papers on lightning, beam weapons and/or "death rays" would 
give him more insight into the Soviet beam weapons program. 

This is Butler's area of expertise and responsibility. He 
has been unable to locate any Tesla papers or copies of same 
in the classified or unclassified libraries at WPAFBJ However, 
there are reports that some portions of them were shipped by 
the Custodian of Alien Property Office in Washington, D.C. to 
a technical research lab at WPAFB, possibly the "Equipment 
Lab", now closed for some years or reorganized into another 
organization. 


and 

the locations ot such papers o: 


are both desirous of learning 
'esla as now exist in the U.S., 


for both intelligence and research purposes. Therefore, Butler 
would like to examine FBI files relating to Nikola Tesla and 
possibly any on Sava Kosanovic, his nephew who received the 
bulk of his papers after Tesla's death, and may possibly 
have been the subject of FBI investigation. 


FTD busine 


travels to the Washington, D.C. area on 
^pEflodically and can review FBI files at FBIHQ 

m M a 


relating to Tesla and Kosanovic. 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 


The Bureau is requested to conduct full indices checks 
on both Nikola Tesla and Sava Kosanovic. 

t 


bid 


New Y 
above 
in t ere’ 


Should there be such files at FBIHQ, 

lested that Bureau consider 
>f FTD, official access to 
security. 


snouia tner< 

est^ol^na^^fflfiP i 


as well as at 
granting the 
same, in the 


LEADS 


NEW YORK r 

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

Will conduct same indices check as requested of 
Bureau and advise the Bureau and Cincinnati of results and 
confirm such files and references still exist there. AM 
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An artist’s rendering of Tesla's concept of the war of the future. 
The towerlike structures (based on the intended final form of 
the Wardendyffe tower) are directing remote-controlled 
defenses against robot attackers. As Hugo Gernsback wrote in 
Science and Invention, where this illustration appeared, 
“Machines only will meet in mortal combat. It will be a 
veritable war of Science." (Gernsback Publications, Inc.)j 




\ t 

* 


'> -X 


\ 








L 



fJWF- 1 



Tesla in his laboratory, 

1898. The device shown 
is an unconnected coil 
illustrating the action of 
two resonating circuits of 
different frequencies— 
today one of the basic 
circuits used in computers. 
The pressure at the end 
of the coil facing the 
viewer (illuminated by 
streamers) is 
approximately one half 
million volts. (Courtesy 
L. Anderson) 


A trio of scientific greats: Albert Einstein, Nikola Tesla, and 
Charles Steinmetz, as they appeared in 1921 in a visit to the 
RCA transoceanic station at New Brunswick, N.J. At the time, 
Tesla was deeply involved in his patent dispute with Marconi. 
Only after his death would the U.S. Supreme Court uphold 
Tesla’s claim to be the true father of radio. (RCA) 


The letterhead of Tesla business stationery recalls some of his 
more important inventions. In the center is the Wardendyffe 
tower as it was intended to look when finished. (Courtesy 
L. Anderson) 


















Discharge of several million volts cascading around Tesla in his 
Colorado Springs laboratory. The roar that accompanied such 
discharges could be heard ten miles away. (Burndy Library) 
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of low frequency; and would yield sinusoidal and continuous ostflla 
lions like those of an alternate t 

“Taken In the narrowest significance of the term, however," 
Tesla wrote, “It Is a resonant transformer which, besides possessing 
these qualities. Is accurately proportioned to fit the {Jobe and Its 
electrical constants and properties, by virtue of which design ft 
becomes highly efficient and effective in the wireless transmission of 
energy Distance is then absolutely eliminated, there being no diminu¬ 
tion fn the Intensify of the transmitted Impulses. It Is even possible to 
make the actions increase with the distance from the plant according 
to an exact mathematical law”* 

Once this powerful equipment was built and the Inventor 
began testing he was able to emulate the electrical fireworks of even 
the wildest mountain storms. When the transmitter was operating, 
lightning arresters in a twelve-mile radius from his station were bridged 
with continuous fiery arcs, stronger and more persistent than those 
produced by natural lightning. ^ 

For the first time he kept a careful daily diary in which he 
recorded every aspect of his research. And because visual effects were 
useful as well as thrilling, he devoted many hours to photographic 
experiments. 

The equipment Tesla $as perfecting would, he hoped, one 
day be adaptable for commercial use But first, thousands of observa¬ 
tions and deficate adjustments had to be made. He no longer trusted 
his legendary memory to store such a volume of Information. His daily 
notes referred constantly to experiments that had failed to turn out as 
expected, and he would ask himself why This process was at sharp 
variance vtfth the one he claimed to have used throughout his earlier 
life Now middle-aged, he may have felt his memory waning sfightiy 
Certainly he felt driven by the pressures of his seK-imposed deadline 
in his Colorado journal his lifelong fascination with visual 
phenomena b underscored. The flashing lights that he had always 
experienced on the screen of his mind were dramatically externalized, 
and hb descriptions, among the mass of mathematical formulas, are 
detailed, loving, almost erotic in their lingering portrayal of the colors 
and grandeur of hb Colorado electrical storms. 4 

Nights when experiments were being made with the magnify¬ 
ing transmitter the prairie sky exploded with sound and colot Even the 
earth seemed alive and the crash of thunder from the spark gap could 
be heard for miles. Butterflies were sucked into the vortex of the 
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Death and. Transfiguration 


The new government of King Peter, with broad popular support, 
confronted the Germans and refused to ratify the compromise agree¬ 
ment that had been made with Hitler by Prince Raul Almost at one* 
reprisals began 

On Wm Sunday 1941, three hundred Luftwaffe bombers 
swept over the Yugoslav capital of Belgrade. Methodically they 
crisscrossed the dty street by street, strafing everything that breathed 
By noon 25,000 civilians were dead, and the wounded lay every¬ 
where. Most public buildings were left in ruins, including the modem 
; laboratory known as the Tesla Institute. 

The combined armed forces of Germany Italy Hungary and 
Bulgaria invaded the doomed country Within only days the Yugoslav 
Army was crushed, and King Refer was sent to England for safety Hb 
govemrnent-in-exile would operate from London for the remainder of 
World War IL 

This, however, was -only the beginning of the war for 
Yugoslavs. Accustomed to successive invasions for a thousand yean, 
the people were resilient The remnants of the Army and Communist 
factions withdrew into the mountains, from which they launched 
guerrilla attacks on the invaders. These armed fighters, men and 
women, were supptied with food grown by the old people and chfldren 
remaining in undefended viBages. 

Against them the Nazis and Fascists carried out murderous 
reprisals. In the fishing villages and along the stony slopes of the 
Adriatic, half the people In every hamlet were systematically shot 

Soon, however; it became apparent to military strategists in the 
United States and England that, not only were Axis forces kitting 
Yugoslavs, but rival guerrilla factions of monarchists and Communists 
had begun to vie for Allied support and were shooting each other as 
well as the invaders. 

CoL Drazha Mihailovid, a Serbian army officer, led a faction 
called Chetniks (the “Yugoslav Army In the Fatherland" l composed 
mainly of Serbian and Bosnian monarchists. With dose ties to King 
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Reter, they became the first major resistance movement in Europe. 1 
The initial British aid to Yugoslavia went to the Chetniks, but it was 
short-fived. The National Liberation Army or Partisans, led by Jodp 
Bros Tito of the Communist Party was swiftly rising to prominence. 

Allied strategists knew tittle of Tito. It was said he had been left 
wounded on a battlefield In 1917 and captured by the Russians. There 
he was trained as a Communist leader and sent to France during the 
Spanish Ovd War to aid the Loyattsts or Republicans. 

A Croat, Tito had fittie reason to love the monarchy for he was 
imprisoned after returning to Yugoslavia. On release, he became 
active in organizing a metal worker^ union and helped to build the 
Yugoslav labor movement hfa emergence as head of the Partisans in 
World War Q was that of a natural leader who inspired his fighters and 
maintained rigorous cftsdpline. He was looking ahead to a time when 
the Slavs could rebuild a freerand united country without o ppres s ion 
either by foreigners or kings 

THotgoal was to set up c o m mitt e e s of popular Iteration after 
the Russian style, while Mihattovid and the Chetniks favored local 
administrative authorities under the monarchy Both factions kept on 
kitting Germains and Hattans but, unfortunately they also continued 
murdering each other* 

Pro! Bogdan Raditsa^ then director of the Information service 
of the Yugoslav Embassy in Washington, D.C, recalls, "The situation 
became rather complicated when Yugoslavia cottapsed In 1941 and 
when, at the end of that year; a Royal Yugoslav Mission came to this 
country" It was composed of members of King Reterb government 
and the Ban (Govemdr) of Croatia, Dr. Ivan Sobafld. Spva t^y>novi6. 
then a member of tfreDemra^f^ 
the exiled go v ernment * 

“As soon as Kosanovld came to the States," says Pro fe ssor 
Racfitsa, “he tried to reorient Tesla from the exclusive Serbian policy 
and he succeeded. Tesla, even before, never felt himself a Great 
Serbian chauvinist He used to say 1 am a Serb but my fatherland is 
Croatia.’" 3 

The conflict between Serbs and Croats in exile intensified as 
the war went on, paralyzing normal Slav diplomatic activities in 
London, Washington, and New York. 

“Kosanovld, though a Serb," recalls Raditsa, "was leading the 
straggle for a brotherhood between the Serbs and Croats against 
Fotid and many other Serb members of various Yugoslav missions. 

*RadUn belonged to a tomfly in southem Croatia that had akw)/s favored a union of 
OotOam and Scrim. 
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The King added that he was deeply touched and that both he 
and Dt Tesla had wept He then visited Columbia University; to be 
warmly welcomed by President Nicholas Murray Butfer and to find 
another fink with his own country In the Pupin Physics Laboratory 
Returning to Washington, he was assured by FDR that food, 
clothing, arms, and ammunition would be dropped over Yugoslavia. 
But he was shocked when, In 1943, the British Mission in Yugoslavia 
made official contact wtth Tito. Peter asked to be parachuted Into Ns 
country but Churchill demurred Tito openly accused Mihafiovld of 
' being a traitor:* 

At the Teheran Conference In November there occurred, 
largely at ChurchilTs Instance, what the King described as a “fatal 
change” of Allied policy It was decided that “the bask: force fighting 
the Germans in Yugoslavia recognized by the Allies was the National 
Liberation Army under the command of Tito, and the ftrtlsan force 
received full recognition as an Allied Army Mihafiovld was thus denied 
and abandoned."’ 


Winston Churchill overnight became a hero of modem 
Yugoslavia. And when the young monarch frantically wrote to FDR for 
support, the ailing President replied urging him to accept ChurchilTs 
advice “as If it was my own.” Within months Roosevelt died 
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exclusion from the royal government In feet Kosanovld believed that 


the inventor’s death was actually precipitated by Ns own “setback.” 

“He thought,” Kosanovld repeatedly told Raditsa, “that I was 
punished, and that eventually I would be arrested or something of the 
kind, but I succeeded to convince him that it was Inevitable in 
politics.”* 

During this period Kosanovld was frank in saying that he tried 
to keep Tesla from seeing members of the royal government Ambas¬ 
sador Fbtid had become “the enemy” since he still favored a Great 
Serbian policy as opposed to the changes ahead Tesla's relationship 
with this old friend became “lukewarm." 


“There Is no doubt,** says Professor Raditsa, “that the whole 
Intemedne tragedy of Yugoslavia from 1941 to 1943 must have had a 
rather depressing Impact upon Tesla. Very often he would ask me, 
could I explain to him what was going on among us, and why we 
cannot agree.. ” 
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After the war, Mihafiovld would be executed by a “Peopled 
Court” for alleged collaboration with the enemy and the Republic of 
Yugoslavia declared to exist, with Tito as President for fife and the 
Communists firmly In charge. 


A count of Yugoslavian casualties atihe end of World War 0 
dsdosed that 2 miflion persons had died; tra^cally many thousands 
had been killed by fellow Yugoslavs. 

,” recalls Professor Raditsa, _ 

and 1 waslrisasslstant In 
1944 to 1945, when 1 left the country 
for I couldn't become a Communist Later on In 1946, Sava Kosanovld 



became Tito's ambassador In Washington but I never saw him again 
after Deft Belgrade In October of 1945. Kosanovld had accepted totally 
the Communist system In Yugoslavia and remained loyal until Ns 
death.” 


There had not been a time In ten cdhturies when the Yugoslavs 
had not been ruled and ransacked by Invaders—by Venetians, x 
Romans, Turks, Bulgars, Austrians, Hungarians, Germans, kalians, 
when they were not fiving under threat of torture, prison, or violent 
death. Now a marvelous truth began to dawn upon them: that they 
were free. In a manner of speaking. 

Tesla would not live to see this. Whether he could ever have 


accepted the new government, with Its Soviet-type Constitution and a 
Soviet alliance, whether he could ever hove accepted the permanent 
exile of his beloved monarch, am unanswerable questions. 

Unfortunately however; all this was to have a bearing on how 
he would be remembered In the West The faffing of his scientific 
reputation, the forgetfulness of Americans In the postwar period, 
resulted In large degree from the disappearance of most of hb scientific 
papers behind that new Cold War phenomenon, the Ivon Curtain 

In 1948 Yugoslavia ceased to be an bon Curtain country 
dedaring its Independence from the Soviet doctrine of “limited 
sovereignty” America and her alfies then were generous In sending 
economic and military aid to the Slavs; but the damage had been 
done. America had not raced to Tito’s wartime support with the 
alacrity that Churchill had shown bi the future It would not be made 
easy for American scholars to draw on Yugoslav sources to document 
the achievements of Nikola lesla. 


The Inventor became very feeble m the winter of 1942. Hb 
fear of germs was so obsessive that even hb dosest friends were 
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January 1, at the request of author Loub Adomid, Mrs. Roosevelt had K 
procnisod to ask the President to write to Tesla and said that she henetf K 
would call on him on her next trip to New York. The second note li W. 
headed, "Memo for Mrs. Roosevelt" and Is signed FDR: “I was having jf 
this looked Into but the papers yesterday carried the story that Dt E< 
Tesla had tied. Therefore I am returning the enclosures herewith." A E, 
third note of January 11 from Eleanor Roosevelt to Adamld forward! m 
the Pteskienfs message and adds her sorrow at learning of the E 
Inventor’s death. m 

Adamid wrote a moving eulogy to Tesla that was read by New 9 
York Mayor Fioretto K LaGuardla over station WNYC on January | 
10. u Meanwhile the extreme tensions between Serb and Croat faction* ft 
In the United States were making the planning of funeral services 1 
difficult The body by in state but according to an unpublished letter 
of O’Netifs, “only twelve people, some of whom were newspaper ; 

. reporters," came to view it 

When state services were held at four o'clock on January 12, in 
the Cathedral of St John the Divine, however; more than two 
thousand people crowded in. Serbs and Croats were seated on 
opposing sides of the cathedral. Bishop William T. Manning having ! 
exacted from both factions a promise of no political speeches. The 
service was begun in English by Bishop Manning and concluded in 
Serbian by the Very Reu Dusan SukletovkL ' 

Among Balkan diplomats present were Ambassador Fotic, 
the Governor of Croatia, a former Prime Minister of Yugoslavia, 
and the Minister of Food and Reconstruction. In the front row with 
Kosanovid, chief mourner and head of the important new trade 
mission, sat Swezey Dt Rado had been too ill to attend as an 
honorary pallbearer. 

Figures important In American science and industry who did 
attend as honorary pallbearers Included Professor Edwin K 
Armstrong, Dt E F. W. Alexanderson of General Electric, Dr. Harvey 
Rentschler of Westlnghouse, engineer Gano Dunn, and W. H. Barton, 
curator of the Hayden Planetarium of the American Museum of 
Natural History Newbdd Morris, president of the New York Qty 
Council, headed this groupi 

When word of Tesla's death spread abroad to war-stricken ; 
Europe, telegrams of tribute and sorrow began pouring in from ’ 
scientists and governmental leaders alike. In the United States three * 
Nobel prizewinners in physics, Millikan, Compton, and James Franck, j* 
Joined in a eulogy to the inventor as "one of the outstanding intellects 


v -• * 
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of the world who paved the way far many of the Important technologi¬ 
cal developments of modem times." 

The President and Mrs. Roosevelt expressed their (latitude for 
1eda% contributions "to science and Industry and to this country” 
Vice-President Wallace, In the spirit of the new Yugoslavia, declared 
that, "far Nikola Tesla’s death the common man loan one of his best 

friends." ‘ 

Although Louis Adamtt .wrongly eulogized Tesla as one who 
had cared nothing for money he could not hne been more accurate 
when he said that Tesla was not leaOy dead: ”The red. Important part 
of Tesla hues In his achievement, which. Is great, almost beyond 
catenation, and an intecyal part of our dvfttation, our dafly hues, our 
current war effort... Hb life is a triumph... 

Among the honors that had come tolesb In his fife were many 
academic degrees from American and foreign universities; the John 
Scott Medal, the Etfison Medal, and various awards from European 
governments. In September 1943 the Liberty ship NUaofcr Tesla was. 
launched, an honor that would have pteas ed the scientist But not untf 
1975 was he inducted Into the National Inventors Hal of Foma. 

Eight months after Tesla's death, the U.S. Supreme Court 
handed down the decision that he had been confident would come 
aventuaOy—ruling thqt he was the inventor of radio. 

Hb body was taken to Femcfiffe Cemetery at Ardsley-on-the- 
Hudson In the deep cold of the winter afternoon. In the car that 
followed tire hearse rode Swezey and KosanoviC. The Inventor'S - 
remains were cremated arid his ashes later returned to the land of his 
birth.' 

In almost every nation in the world, the fighting and dying 
continued 

"OarioU* Muar. formerly Mortary to Sow N. Kosanouit caotadlob's astws to Ihs 
Mt Numwd In Bdpada In 1957. Throughout tira ysan KoonouK had spohm cl 
- te*e to adias In Ararte and had hopad an appoprtte manorial lolhakMntor 
would bt rated in Uw UnMsd Sites as (Mr wring ptac*. 

-Mte, late M a norial Sodriy 
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under the imprint of the Tesla Museum at Belgrade, were eagerly 
awaited by many scientists. But even this work left important question! 
unanswered. 

The bulk of hh papers hawing vanished from America, idtabk 
Information was harder to come by than the recurring rumors of 
conspiracy espionage, and patent theft Scientists thought it strange 
that some aspects of his Colorado Springs research found In scattered 
sources did not appear In the Yugoslav-published Notes. Only by 
piedng together fragmentary Information could the magnitude of hk 
experim e nt s be comprehended 

Around 1928 O’Neill, by merest chance, had happened to sac 
a legal advertisement In a New York newspaper announcing that Mx 
boxes placed In storage by Nikola Tesla would be sold by the stovagi 
warehouse for unpaid bills. Feeling that such material should bs 
preserved, he went to the Inventor and aske d per mi s si on to try to 
obtain funds to reclaim the material 

“Tesla hit the ceding," he recalled “He assured me he was wdl 
able to take care of Ms own affairs.... He forbid me to buy them or do 
anything In any way about them." 

Shortly after the Inventor died, O'Neill got In touch with Saw 
Kosanovid, told him about the boxes, and urged him to protect them. 
He was never able to get a positive statement from Kosanovit that ht 
had obtained the boxes and examined the contents. “He gave evasive 
assurances that there was no reason for me to worry.. 

Others too were interested in the papers. A young American 
engineer engaged In war work consulted Tesla on a ballistics engineer¬ 
ing problem because he could not get time on an overworked 
computer, and Tesla’s mind was known to offer the nearest thing to It 
Soon he became fascinated with Tesla’s scientific papers and was 
allowed to take batches of them home to his hotel room where he and 
another American engineer pored over them each night They were 
returned the next day a procedure which continued for about two 
weeks prior to the Inventor's death. 

Tesla had received offers to work for Germany and Russia. 
After the inventor eked, both engineers became concerned that critical 
scientific Information might fall into foreign hands and alerted United 
States security agencies and high government officials. 

The relevant records that 1 have obtained from federal agencies 
under the Freedom of Information Act reveal strange twistings and 
hKonstotendeTb the handling cl the inventor’s estate Tesla left tons of 
papers, barrels and boxes full of them. But he left no will He was 
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gmvived by five nieces and nephews, of whom two fcved In America ad 
the time of his death. 

Curiously t h< FBLrds^hb^s^j o AjLQffl^c^ Aten 
Property fre Tcofoerfa. Since tern was an 

fyePieoncOThi (fie matter was hard to justify 

Aft« a court hearing. hcw«ver,the^^u^retege^l^nbMMdor 

Kosanovtt, one of thehehs - 

— v ""s aS^iuhoafcp’Kad hoped to write a biography of Tesla (hts 
death intervened), received the foflowtng account in 1963 from a 
former aide of Ambassador Kosanovgfc - 

'Back in 1943 ... when Tesla died, it was a matter of very short 

tkne when Mi K was issued a certificate from or by the Office of 

Custodian of Alen Property conveying to Mi K fuD rights to the Tesla 
papers.... he had them all packed up and sent off to the Manhattan 
Storage Company where they remained untl ready for packing and 

shipping off to Yugoslavia in 1952. Mi K paid for storage charges ... 

AB this time the certificate from the Allen PAperty Office tws In my 
possession (in case of need).... 

"You wffl perhaps remember 

!!!|L^r^^^Sirt^^lJtf^^fffte'Ptesetrin>uaeuro buflcBng 
QnBdgrade, Yugoslavia) the bunch of keys, which was the last thing 
Mi K. flung into the safe at the New Yxker Hotel before the 
combination was re-set to a new combination, were not found tn the 

safe, but In an entirely different bos Abo the gold medal (the Edison 
Medal) was missing from the safe.... Anyway (or yean and yean Mi 
K was bothered by the fact that Tesla papen had been gone thru and 

just before his departure from Washington In 1949-60(?) he decided 
to follow my suggestion to call EdgriHggw£ > lslc] and ask him. Mi 
Hoover denied categorically that ttiTTOl hart gone Into the papers... 

The aide said Tesla had told Ms nephew that “he wished to 
leave his works, property etc., to his native country" (Not only ts this 
uncorroborated but the papen were in English.) 

Immediately after Tesla’s death an exchange of telegrams flew 
between TO | Apept ct the field dMston of the New York 

(V the New York Bureau of the FBL The day 
fotowing discovery of the body Agent Foxworth reported: 

"Experiments and research of Nikola Tesla, deceased. Es¬ 
pionage—M. Nikola Tesla, one of the world’s outstandtog scientists In 

the electrical field, died January seventh, nineteen forty three at the 
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to Dr. Trump were WUlls George, Office of Nava! Intelligence, Third 
Naval District, Edward Palmer; chief yeoman, USNR, and John l 
Corbett, chief yeoman, USNR 

Dr. Trump reported afterward that r»c examination was mads 
of the vast amount of Tesla's property that had been in the basement of 
the Nov Yorker Hotel for ten years prior to his death, or of any of hb 
papers except those in his Immediate possession at the time of death. It 
should be remembered that Tesla's scientific reputation had been in 
eclipse for a number of years and that there had been many efforts to 
tiscredt his claims in radio, robotry and alternating current Dr. Trump 
was a busy man. Just as tire staff of the FBI was stretched thin by its 
preoccupation with Investigating wartime sabotage. 

“As a result of this examination,'* wrote Dr. Trump, “it is my 
considered opinion that there exist among Dr. Tesla's papers and 
possessions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealed 
methods or devices, or actual apparatus which could be‘of significant 
value to this country or which would constitute a hazard In unfriendy 
hands. 1 can therefore see no technical or military reason why further 
custody of the property should be retained.** 

He added: "For your records, there has been removed to your 
office a file of various written material by Dt Tesla which coven 
typically and fairly completely the ideas with which he was concerned 
during his later years, these documents are enumerated and briefly 
abstracted In the attachment to this letter." 

In closing Dr. Trump said: "It should be no discredit to this 
distinguished engineer and scientist, whose solid contributions to the 
electrical art were made at the beginning of the present century to 
report that his thoughts and efforts during at least the past fifteen years 
were primarily of a speculative, philosophical, and somewhat promo¬ 
tional character—often concerned with the production and wireless 
transmission of power—but did not Include new sound, workable 
principles or methods for realizing such results." 

The file (of which Dr. Trump's notes were only an abstract) 
consisted apparently of either photostats or microfilm made by the 
naval officers present, and the original papers apparently remained in 
storage, later to be transmitted to Yugoslavia. The examination had 
failed to disclose any alien-owned property subject to the vesting 
power of the Allen Property Custodian under the Trading with the 
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Febru ary theadministraSor of his 

Dt Trumps abstract Included the following: 

“Art of Telegeodynamics, or Art of Producing Terrestrial 
Morions at Distance—*This document, In the form of a letter dated 
June 12,1940, to the Westtnghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
proposes a method for the transmission of large amounts of power 
over vast distances by means of mechanical vibrations of the earth's 
oust The source of power is a mechanical or electromechanical 
device bolted to some rocky protuberance and imparting power at a 
monance frequency of the earths crust The proposed scheme 
appears to be completely visionary and unworkable. Westtnghouse^ 
iepiy indicates their polite rejection.... 

“New Art of Projecting Concentrated NonJXsperslve Energy 
though Natural Medio—This undated document by Tesla describes 
an electrostatic method of producing very high voltages and capable of 
very great power This generator^!* used to accelerate charged 
particles, presumably elections. Such fe beam of high-energy elections 
passing through air is the 'concentrated nondisperstve' means by 
which energy Is transmitted through natural meefia. As a component of 
this apparatus there Is described an open-ended vacuum tube within 
which the electrons are first accelerated 

The proposed scheme bears some relation to present means 
for producing higfvenergy cathode rays by the cooperative use of a 
high-voltage electrostatic generator and an evacuated electron acceler¬ 
ation tube. It is wefl known, however, that such devices, while of. 
scientific and medical Interest, are Incapable of the transmission of 
large amounts of power in nondispersed beams over long distances. 
Tesla'll disclosures In this memorandum would not enable the con¬ 
struction of workable combinations of generator and tube even, of 
Imited power; though the general elements of such a combination are 
suednetiy described 

"A Method of Producing Powerful Radiations —an undated 
memorandum in Tesla's handwriting describing ‘a new process of 
generating powerful rays or radiations.' This memorandum reviews the 
works of Lenard and Crookes, describes Tesla's work on the produc¬ 
tion of high voltages, and finally In the last paragraph gives the only 
description of the invention contained in the memorandum.... 'Briefly 
stated, my new simplified process of generating powerful rays consists 







m .<0 * mm t amj+mmmmi* 


>—..*> '. ... 


■ >r _ ^ ^ 

_ r V\ I'Y * ■ *#•**»• ^|< 


«i( . •. .-.* - : jf - % *. .. 


v — v •-•*- 






» -1>ra g! 




8 l||lipi 

„fj;rf«r 

Hill! 




II »lf' ? i i 



LZ! 




*g 



;lll 





i milt 

I 9 


h ..e 3S» 




it*vf 

b ?igrl 


d* a. 

f £F 


% .v- • ■ •■. 


■ ' ■ - ;'• 'vj, ^ i£X &&£/ 

v ;•;•*• ;• -“f’-Jf 

.»A '• ,t % • ; .« *"• '-'7 1 






"'W 

*• Sj 


THE MISSING ROPERS 


278 


examined the flies with Dc Trumpt The Navy has no record of Tesla's 
papers; no federal archives have a record of them. 

Curiously four months after the photostats had been sent to 
Wiight Field, QbL Ralph Doty the chief of Military Inteffigence in 
ttbshington wide James Markham of Alien Property indicating that 
they had never been received: This office is in receipt of a communi¬ 
cation from Headquarters, Air Technical Service Command, Wright 
Field, requesting that we ascertain the whereabouts of the flies of the 
late scientist, Dt Nlchola [sicl Tesla, which may contain data of great 
value to the above Headquarters. It has been Indicated that your office 
might have these flies in custody If this is true, we would like to request 
your consent for a representative of the Air Technical Service Com¬ 
mand to review them. In view of the extreme importance of these files 
to the above command, we would fike to request that we be advised of 
any attempt by any other agency to obtain them. (Italics suppHed.) 

“Because of the urgency of this matter; this communication wfl 
be deftuerod to you by a Liaison Officer of this office in the hope of 
expediting the sofidted information." 

The “other" agency that had the flies, or should have had 
them, was the Air Technical Service Command itself! Colonel Dotyt 
letter, which was classified under the Espionage Act, was declassified 
on May 8,1980. 

This embarrassing contret e mps goes unexplained in the rec¬ 
ords. Perhaps it was handled orally with the Liaison Officer. 

However; on October 24, 1947, Dnv klX- Bpceky u assistant 
attorney general and director ol the Office of AfenTProoertu wrote to 


WriflftlJfe^ flyr Teste, photrxstaihs iba^hadL 

b een sent fe.sgfctereaj ^ 1945, to ^ 

***** - - 

-~*0ur records da not reveal that this material has been r 

turned," said Baaeloa He sent a description and asked that It be 
returned. 

1JL had reached Wftft 

Field becauseon Ncveffifcer 25 194/. there was-eLresoonse to the 


P^§B^fTftagS»‘OTB*S3oirE^m!cdng bivtston. Air Mate- 
rid CommarKt Wrlght R^Cl Hie replied: “These reports are now in the 
possession d the Electronic Subdivision and am being evaluated....* 
He believed that the evaluation should be completed by January 1. 
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1948, and “At that time your office wffl be contacted with respect to 
Inal disposition of these papers." 

tfiat these unpatented 

Inventions or concepts of Tesla's found thefar way not only to the U.S. 
Army Air Force but to Russia and to private American defense 
industries, and ultimately into certain university research laboratories 
engaged In beWweapogm ^ i f 

The braaS of Aii^rT^noperty experienced a very difficult 
problem over the years In explaining Its role In connection with Tesla’s 
papers. Between 1948 and 1978 It issued the following variations on a 
theme to many inquirers: 

“While this Office participated In an examination of certain 
material owned by the late Dt Tesla, our records do not disclose that 
any such material has been vested or is presently under the Jurisdiction 
of this Office...." ^ 

This Office has never had custody of any property of 
Nikola Tesla...." 

“While the Tesla papers were In our custody." 

“Photostatic copies of pertain documents, made while the 
papers were under our seal..." 

“In 1943 this Office placed a seal on the property..." v 
“While the Tesla papers were tn our custody.. ” etc., etc., etc. 
As for what Is now Headquarters Aeronautical Systems Divi¬ 
sion, Wright-ftrtterson Air Force Base, Ohio, they state: “The organiza¬ 
tion (Equipment Laboratory) that performed the evaluation of Tesla’s 
papers was deactivated several yean ago. After conducting an exten- 
rivc search of fists of records retired by that organization, in which we 
found no mention of Tesla’s papers, we concluded the documents 
were destroyed at the time the laboratory was deactivated."* (Italics 
supplied Response, utKtartheFreedoniofjp^ ^ 

30J980.) ^ 

Tesla’s original papers, and the remaining models of his 
Inventions—his magnifying transmitter; robot boats, early tube light¬ 
ing, induction motors, turbine, exhibits shown at the Chicago World's 
Fair of 1893, such as the “Egg of Columbus," and others—left America 
In 1952 for Yugoslavia. His ashes were sent later The artifacts may 
now be seen at the Tesla Museum in Belgrade, a dignified-looking 
building with a broad, well-proportioned facade at No. 51 Proleterekih 
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an avenue renamed after the war, but formerly known under 
archy as Crown Street The museum bears a plaque on a low 
lied in the old CyrilBc alphabet 
toe Tesla's English writings have been translated into Serbo- 
—except as the archivist admits, for the “unimportant" 
which remains, just as He wrote it In the language of his 
country 




. The Legacy 

The fact that Tesla's research notes and papers have not been easdy 
available for western scientists has not, of course, meant that Tesfian 
research is dead On the contrary the very mystery surrounding some 
of Ns unproved claims has served to goad numerous scientists into 
trying to duplicate hi$ experiments. And since his aspirations were 
virtually limitless, there has always been a chance that the rewards of 
success would not be inconsiderable. But the single greatest stimulus 
to try to follow in Tesla's footsteps doubtless remains the example of 
the man himself—his stunning record c? achievement and the endur¬ 
ing fascination of his mind As one admiring German writer put it, 
Tesla went beyond the borders of Ns exact science to foretell what lies 
In the future ... a modern Prometheus who dared teach for the 
stars.. ..** v 

Although a comprehensive summary of the state of Tesia- 
insphed research today would be beyond either the scope of this book 
or the intent of its author; no account of the inventor's fife would be 
complete without at least some Indication of what has become of a few 
of hte major preoccupations. The record, as one might expect, is both 
mixed and Incomplete, but It is no less impressive for that 

To begfn, then, with Tesla's experiments with ball lightning: He 
had no Idea what bafi lightning might be useful for when he first 
encountered it In his Colorado Springs research: to him It was a 
* nuisance, but it demanded an explanation. And so he set about 
determining the mode of formation of the strange firebafis and leamcc 
to produce them artificially 

The technical explanation runs Ike this: In the highly resonan. 
transformer secondary comprising his magnifying transmitter ; the 
entire energy accumulated in the excited circuit, instead of requiring a 
quarter period for transformation from static to kinetic, could spenc 
itself in less time, at hundreds of thousands of horsepower. Thus, for 
example, Tesla produced artificial firebafis by suddenly causing the 
Impressed osdUafions to be more rapid than free ones of the second- 
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valued wavelength to establish a standing wove condition. Tab 
bebeved the propagation path fell along a dfametet But according to 
much knowledge developed since 1899, the propagation path wodd 
not be.along a diameter but, rather; along an ellipsoidal arc somewheii 
between the diameter and the spherical surface. 

A fundamental aspect of wave propagation of power Is that no 
power la transmitted (f the wave Is standing; power is transmitted soldy 
wtth a traveling component Boundary layer propagation, Le., the 
mode of lossless propagation of waves at the boundary of two differing 
media (such as earth and sky), is a viable concept However; the 
boundary plane must be smooth and the waves must be properly 
launched. At the frequencies Tesla was using, such launching appara- 
tus would be an enormous structure. In examining the photographs of 
his experimental station at Colorado Springs, It Is apparent to experts 
that he did not employ apparatus essential to the launching of such 
waves 

Tesla probably was mistaken at Colorado Springs in Mi 
Interpretation of the lightning storms which he observed traveling away 
from him (eastwardly) across the plains, producing maxima and 
minima effects upon hh Instruments. This he interpreted as standing 
waves being set up In the Earth by the traveling storm, with the crests 
of the waves passing through his location as the storms advanced It b 
believed he was seeing an Interference effect caused by the reradlating 
surface of the frontal range of mountains to the west of his station. The 
results would have been the same on his instruments. 

Dr. Wait, formerly senior scientist at the Environmental Re¬ 
search Laboratories, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra¬ 
tion, In Colorado, describes himself as a "firm skeptic 1 * of the Tesla 
theory "The concept that electromagnetic energy penetrates 'through 
the earth,*" he says, "Is valid only If the frequency Is sufficiently low 
and if the distances are small ItH all tied up wtth 'skin-effeef 
phenomena; that means drat the field is confined to the surface of a 
good conductor as In metallic wave guide." 4 

Dt Walt even goes so far as to suggest that Tesla never reafly 
accepted the Met that electromagnetic waves could transport energy 
through the ait "Instead he thought of the earth itself as a conveyor 
and also thought of the possibility of a return conductor at heights of 
15 miles above sea level’ The parallel of this Idea.to the earth- 
ionosphere wave guide at extremely low frequencies is striking (see 
IEEE Journals of Oceanic Engineering , Vd. OE-2, No. 2, April 1977) 
Also his proposed resonance of the system might be Interpreted as the 
first disclosure of the earth-ionosphere cavity oscillations that haw 
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been !*«*?**<** from the eariy 1960s wtth W O Schumann, N. 
Christofilos, and «l Galejs, among others."’ 

. With respect to wireless communication, the U.S. Navy's 
Prefect Sanguine/Seafarer of recent years has evolved from Tesla's 
Colorado experiments. In a thermonuclear war; conventional radio 
communication probably would be disrupted at certain heights and 
wavelengths. America's atomic submarine fleet might then be without 
s means of receiving messages. The US. Navy seeing this danger, 
turned back to Tesla's nineteenth-century suggestion of employing 10 
Hz signals (ELF or extra low frequency), to drde the globe and 
penetrate the deepest waters. 

One of the headier speculations concerning Tesfian science is a 
suggestion that Russia has been employing his theories on weather 
modification to Interfere with the Jet stream, causing droughts and 
extremes of hot and cold weather However unlikely the charge, it is . 
tree that Tesla did do a good deal bf theorizing (but very tittle 
experimentation) on weather control | 

. He wrote, for example, pn the possible use of radio-controlled 
missiles and explosives to break up tornadoes and the use of "tightnino 
of a certain kind" to trigger rainfall Of the former he said, "It would not 
be difficult to provide special automata for this purpose, carrying 
explosive charges,' liquid air or other gas, which could be put into 
action, automatically or otheiw&e, and which would create a sudden 
pressure or suction, breaking up the whirl The missiles themselves 
might be made of material capable of spontaneous ignition." His 
proposal Included a lengthy mathematical formula.* 

As with much modem scientific exploration inspired by the 
maestro, the returns are still not in on weather changing. Scientist 
Frederic Jueneman, "Innovative Notebook" columnist for Industrial 
Research magazine, calls attention to the fact that Dr. Robert HefihveB 
and John Katsufralds of Stanford University's Radio Science Labora¬ 
tory demonstrated that very low frequency radio waves can cause 
oscillations in the magnetosphere. With a 20-km antenna and a 5 kHz 
transmitter in the Antarctic, they found that the earth's magnetosphere 
could be modulated to cause high energy partkdes to cascade into our 
atmosphere, and by turning the signal on or off they could start or stop 
the energy flow 

"The theoretical implication suggested by their work," says 
Jueneman, "is that gjobal weather control can be attained by the 
infection of relatively small 'signals? Into the \fen Allen belts—some¬ 
thing tike a super-transistor effect" ' 

But Jueneman's speculations go further and are eminently 
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worthy olTala: "IfTeslrii resonance effects, at shown by the Stanfcri 
team, can control enormous energies by nrintecule triggering signal* 
then by an extension of this principle we should be able to affect the 
field environment of the very stars in the sky...With godlike * 
rogance. we someday may yet (fired the stars In their courses."* 

No biography of Tesla would be complete without mention d 
his bright fodowlng of amateur physicists who build Tesla colls for thrk 
personal research, endeavoring to repficate Ns electrical magic; and 
the young Inventors who pore over Ns baric patents and sttt ftnd 
Inspiration from them. 

DurfinC. Cox, a Wisconsin physldst who has pondered Teria^ 

published writings, has bulk two Tesla arils, the second of 10 miffion 
volts The reasons “My own personal Interest in high voltage enginew¬ 
ing, especially In the field of high frequency rf transformers; to further 
my studies on the laboratory production of ball fightiring; and becatm 

the University of Wisconsin at Madison asked me to submit a Tesla col 

in their bi-annual Engineering Exposition In the spring of 1981." Hr 
and friends built one Tesla coil for a Hollywood studio for lightning 
effects, which has been a common use of them. 

Electrical engineer Leland Anderson has summarized (hr 
major points in design that a coil builder might gain from reading 

lesia's Colorado Springs Notes; 

1. The Q's of the primary and secondary must be as high at 

practicable. 

2. The Q’s of the primary and secondary should be equal 

3. The length of the secondary winding should be one-quarte. 

of the effective operating wavelength. 

4. The technique of using an "extra aril" tank circuit (or a 
variation of It) In the secondary to magnify the voltage should be used 

"With these criteria In mind," he says, “the builder will find the 
hu ndreds of turns are not necessary for the secondary winding to 
achieve high voltages.” • 


I mi but not least, what about Tesla’s death/disintegrator rays? 
Were Ns concepts sound? If they were found useful by the U.S. Amy 
Air Force research team, whose top-secret project was rumored to 
have had the code name "Project Nick," It may be safely assumed the 
Instead of being “destroyed," as reported, his papers, are still higty 
classified. 

Dc Trump's evaluation and Swezey% assessment of Testoi 
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Lambert Dolphin, assistant director of the Ra<tio Physics Laboratory at 
SRI international, who hat studied the inventor*! work and hit bal- 
Ightning research for two decades. He points out that the fields of 
Knowledge of both physics and electrical engineering have frown 
exponentially since about 1930. 

"Whole libraries are now required Just to keep track of aH the 
theory and experience that have unfolded since Tesla’s time," he says. 
-Our mathematical and practical understanding of electricity magne¬ 
tism, electromagnetic theory and radio communications has con¬ 
tinued to grow explosively ever since 1950, or should I say 1970T' 

Tesla, Dolphin believet, “may have had Intuitive Insight Into 
lasers and high-energy partide beams as well as ultra-high voltage 
phenomena, but now that we understand aH the physics much mors, 
we can easily evaluate many of his extravagant later-life daims." 10 

In fact, there is no good evidence to suggest that Tesla 
anticipated lasers. His “teleforce rayY* seem to have been concerned 
exclusively with high-energy partide beams. We still do net know 
precisely how he intended them to work, although, says Dolphin, the 
mailable evidence, suggests that Tesla may not have paid sufficient 

attention to how greatly such beams may be absorbed or dispersed by 

molecules and atoms in the ale In any case, even if we did understand 
Teslas Intentions more dearly we should be hard put to compare 
them to the current state of the art, much of which is hidden under 
high security classifications. 

Nevertheless, Tesla’s work with high voltages to accelerate 
charged particles does seem to have been deddedly In what b now the 
mainstream of physical research. “In this field," says Dolphin, “he 
anticipated modem linear and circular nuclear accelerators. Such 
machines today have energy levels of tens of biOions of election volts or 
at least 1,000 times greater energy levels than Tesla ever attained. 

“I am sum his magnifying transmitten were spectacular... He 
probably generated some interesting arcs and sparks that were what 
we now study as phsma&. The containment of plasmas is a huge area 
of modem physics. For example... to see If small amounts of matter 
can be turned Into Immense amounts of electrical power In carefully 
contained plasmas*” But Tested early discoveries and inventions, he 

concludes, were Indeed ingenious and ahead of their time. 11 

As this book goes to press, the Pentagon is studying the 
creation of a new branch of the armed services, to be known as the 
U.S Space Command, whose primary arsenal wffl consist of laser and 
particte-beam weapons fired from **poce battieshtps." In prose not 
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unlike Tesla’s own, a Deportment ol Defense fact sheet compares 
particle beams to “directed lightning bolt? —although without ex 
plidtiy admitting that such a weapon has in fact been developed 

}t is difficult to assess the current state of the beam-weapons 
program because virtually everything about it Is heavily classified 
Apparently the technology Involved has proved to be complex and 
difficult, raising questions about the project’s feasibUty but many 
experts nevertheless seem to be hard at work on the problem. At the 
same time, the activities of the other nations in thb area have been 
monitored carefully by agendes of the federal government Indeed the 
possibility of creating a family of particle-beam weapons has been a 
subject of serious discussion In this country for at least the past twenty- 
five years, and it is, in my opinion, of no little significance that as long 
ago as 1947 the Military Intelligence Service Identified the writings 
about a particle-beam among Tesla’s scientific papers as being “of 
extreme importance.” 

Since he had no laboratory in the later years of his fife, Tesla 
was unable to develop his Ideas. But It is unde n iabl e that he described 
In general terms half a century ago what may prove to be one of the 
main weapons of the Space Age And to the end of his days, Tesla the 
pacifist hoped that such knowledge would be used, not for war among 
Earthfings, but for interplanetary communication with our neighbors In 
space, of whose existence he felt certain. 
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Bibliographical Essay 

• • • 

Some of Teslat own writing—lectures, articles, patents, papers, and 
letters—4s now available in the United States, hfis most I mportan t 
lectures and hit brief autobiography in bound volumes, are listed In 
the prologue to the reference notes. 

Citation of biographies of Tesla by O'Neffl, Hunt, and Draper; 
and others may be found In the reference notes. The O’Neill man¬ 
uscript and the Swezey Collection are to be found at the Smithsonian " 
Institution, Dibner Library 

Serious Tesla scholars will wish to consult the annotated Dr 
NiicoJb Tesh Bibliography by Jl T. RaizJaff, and L. L Anderson (San 
Carlos, Cafifomia, Ragusan Press, 1979), for it contains some 3,000 
sources of writings by and about Tesla. “Priority in the invention of 
Radio, Tesla u Marconi," by Leland Anderson may be obtained 
through the Antique Wireless Association, Monograph New Series No: 

4 ' 

A new means of analyzing Tesla's Inventions Is provided in. Dr 
Nikola Tesh: Selected Fbtent Wrapper* from The National Archive* 
by Jl T. Ratzbff (MiDbrae, Ca., Tesla Book Co., 1980). These “file 
wrapper? provide explanations and correspondence between the 
patentee and the Ptitent Office, to overcome objections raised by the 
examiner 

, Tesla's Colorado Spring* Note* 1999-1900, published In 
1978 by the Tesla Museum, Is available through Nofit, Temzfie, 27, 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 

The Library of Congress Manuscripts Division contains micro¬ 
film correspondence between Tesla and George Scherff, Robert 
Underwood Johnson, Mark Twain, members of the Morgan femfly 
George Westinghouse, and the VMestinghouse Electric and Manufac¬ 
turing Company 

In addition original correspondence and photographs may be 
found at the Butler Library Rare Books and Manuscripts, Columbia 
University Including letters between Teslq arid Johnson, Sdrerff, and 
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Mr. Edgar Hoover,Director, 4 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 


Q 

February 12, 1937 


Ks i 
* 


My dear Mr. Hoover: 

I do not know whether or not the recent series of 
air crashes on the west coast has attracted the at¬ 
tention of your department, or whether, if investi¬ 
gation were indicated, the Jurisdiction would be 
your own. An idea as to the cause of these crashes 
has occurred to me, however, and I thought it might 
bear a bit of checking up. 4 

If you will check newspaper files as far back as I 

1934, I believe you will find that the earliest of j 

the unexplained ( and apparently unexplainable crash- ' 
es) occurred about that time. 

As I remember the events, it was during that year 

that three small planes exploded in the air over j 

Texas and southwestern Kansasc. and Oklahoma. These j 

crashes were not accounted for, either by subsequent * 

investigation where the plane occupants were killed 

or by the experience of surviving plane occupants 

in one case. ! 

i 

Following these tragedies there came a lapse of about i 
a year, after which there occurred (likewise without 
apparent reason) the series of crashes which cost the 
lives of a senator, of Knute Rockne, and a number 
of others. All crashes again occurred in the South 
and Southwest. 


Again there was a lapse of time, this one not qqite 
a year, and there started the worst series of air 
disasters the country has yet seen. One plane lost 
in the Southwest and not yet accounted for. One plane 
crashes into a mountainside within sight of its air¬ 
port. And now the most recent incident, the falling 
of a United liner into San Francisco Bay while cir¬ 


cling its airport, preparatory t »^la n din g-;-:- 

Now in this most recent incident;,---«Je^'e3^ptr^rfncer:orfrf'~ 
the radio operator at the airport f sedms to me to be : 


highly illuminating. This operator reported a apft 
buzz interrupting his communication w£§*hEarner • 


... a loud roar such as produced by the worst, imagine 
able static ... then silence. The plane Jtiad dropped 
into the bay like a plummet. jr. P ; 


4t^° $ £Yt 


r \t •• 

! . w 




If . 


o ■ s . ■ 0 1 

ft 

• Crack pilots do not sudd'enly become rank hams and 
bungle in handling a ship. Nor do the three motors 
(or even two) on the large airliners, stop simul- 
. taneously without extremely sufficients reason. 

Th ese things might happen once or even twice in 
a lifetime. They do not happen six and eight times 
a year. It is not logical that they should. 

To digress for a moment, I recall^reading an article 
in a magazine a year or two ago, written by 
\Tesla, the inventor. The article dealt with a new 
“Invention of Mr. Tesla’s ... a giant induction coil 
which would project power (high voltage) through the 
atmosphere without the use of transmission wires. 

Mr. Tesla devoted some space to the possible social 
benefits that would result to the public should his 
invention be perfected and become practical. 

I have not heard of Ur. Tesla now in two or three 
years. Perhaps he has left the country. Perhaps he 
is still here. He might still be working on the in¬ 
vention described in the above-mentioned article. 

It might have been stolen from him. 

In any case, his views on the ideas presented by these 
two unconnected subjects, would he well worth while 
having. And if I had the money and the time, I should 
certainly make an effort to smoke him out myself. 

The thing is simply this: if one man can make an in¬ 
strument that will project power through the air for 
even so short a distance as 500 yards (the then- 
practical limitations of Ur. Nikola's device) it is 
entirely possible for another to project power for 
several hundreds of miles. And the effect of such 
uncontrolled power on metallic objects in its path 
is entirely unpredictable. 

Please do not think me a "crank" letter writer. I 
have never before written a letter of this type to 
anyone. But the idea seems to me so within the bounds 
of possibility that I most sincerely feel it will 
bear some practical study. 
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RE: UNXMCT* SV?.; : O 

Tx?rRii.T:? T "r A ,r u • esvarcu 

CF KIKCI/ VESLA (Drceo3-.d) 
3SFTr.iv - - }f 


Mr, E.A. Timai_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd__ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Kramer_ 

Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm, 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

MmCanJjf r\ 


In a teletype .from the New York Office dated January 9. 1945, 
tie Bureau’s advice is. requested ar to whet action should be taken in 4j f 

correction with tl^ic patter. It is to be r»o*ed that Tesla died January 7, 1943, 
and resided et theNjjotel New Yorker* He was one of the world’s outstanding 
scientists in the eleSb-ioal field end has beer conducting many experiments 
in connection vrinh wireless transmission of electrical power and wr.at is 
conmonly referred to as the "Death Ray". 

[ . 

Savt Kosanovich, a distant relative intensely disliked by Tesla, is 
taking steps to get possession o r these important documents and plans* Kosanovich 
on January 7, 1943, with Georin charge of the Itaseum and Laboratory for 
RCA, and XenrethASwezey of Brooklyn, New York, entered Tesla’s rooms in' tre Hotel 
Sew Yorker and, virh the rid of a locksmith, broke into a safe containing sone 
of Tesla’s valuable papers, including important electrical formulae, designs, 
et cetera. 


Tesla is reported to have completed erd perfected his experiments in 
the radio transmission of electrical power and to have conceived or.d designed 
a revolutionary type ..of torpedo not presently in use by any nation. It is 
reported that Kosanovich nay possibly make this material available to the eneny. 

ACTION: 


I called 'in. Donegnr. of the Hew York Office at 12:30 F.M. and pointed 
out the apparent burglary violation on .the part of Kosanovich* I told him this 
matter should be discreetly discussed with the State’s Attorney in Hew York City 
with a view to locating Kosanovich and apprehending him on a burglary charge in 
order to determine the nature of the material he took from Tesla’s safe. I 
pointed cut the necessity for the State’s Attorney keeping any action most secret 
in view of the highly confidential nature of the plans involved. I also suggested 
that the New York Office contact the Surrogate Court in order that Tesla’s effects 
as well as the contents of his safety deposit boxes might not be entered without 

the presence of a Bureau Agent in order that we may ende avor tc preserve the _- 

secrecy of any plans or items essential to thft ccfiduc 
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SAG, Sew York 

k 

Dear Sirt 


Xai OTXNOIH STBJBCTSj SAVA EeiNOVICHj 
SXPSKZHKVT5 AND MSEAKGH Of 8UCOU 
ESPIQS&QK 00 A 


Beferonoe la made to a teletype dated January 
lar york yield Office and to a phone conversation betvM 
of the Bureau and Asslatent Special Agent In Charm 

1943. 
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4r. Tol«on _ 


It waa pointed oat ttfft. Ztonefpn that Sara losanovioh, George 
Clark and Kenneth Swesey aeyr tMt con It ted a burglary violation by entering 
Teala'a roans after hla death and pa rtleuftrJy by using a loekaaith to get 
Into a safe containing aces * Teala*« enlaabls papers. Mr. Donegan ms 
adrieed this natter should be AleoreetSjf disoueeed with the State*s Attorney, 
New York City, with a wiser to locating Cosanowloh and apprehending hla on a 
burglary charge, in order to ascertain the nature of the material taken from 
the safe of Nikola Tesla. It ms also suggested that the New York Office 
contact the Surrogate Court, in order that Tesla*a effects, as well as the 
contents of ills safety deposit boxes, sight not be entered without the presence 
of an Agent, in order that the eeereoy ef any plana or items essential to 
the conduct of the war or national seourity might be preserved. It was stated 
that Xosanorloh sight possibly sake certain material available to the enemy. 

A review of the Bureau files reveals considerable information concern¬ 
ing Nikola Teels and hia inventions and It should be noted that one Nicola 
Teals, who might have been identical with Mikola Teals, made a speech at the 
QrangelBall, Springfield, Massachusetts, on June 4* 1922, ibdjgr- the auspices 
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dr. E. A. T«mm_ cppmrs that Sava Koeanovleh may be'lijentical with as 
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jeajj^i^NEtpdrstitB bfCSo^ly, arrived with ether Tufoelevian Government 
^tfioials at Norfolk, yi£glfnla£ on September 4# 1941 jRon the J^f City of 
• ?r; Ros<> £xst«xy a farltiik Thipj from Cape ^Town eq route to tS United kingdom, via 
•Mr. Traey*^rington and Canada£ 1 41-30-3^420-2) 
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SAC, Hn York 

Greeoo, Poland, Yugoslavia). On this letterhead Eosanovich Is described as 
Chflraan of the Board and Minister of State for Yugoslavia. It la eta ted 
that this Board is interested in "planning for postwar Europe". (100-99042) 

In' still another file it is disclosed that Sava Kosanovioh, a 
Serbian, was a aether af one of the Yugoslavian minority parties and when an 
eaergsncy government to overthrow an alllanoe with the Jjds was formed, 

Ms ass included as as official. Be i* alleged to be a Communist and is ‘said 
to reoslve $1,250 a month salary from tl exiled Yugoslavian Gov ernm ent. Be 
and other exiled government officials are stated tc use these large salaries 
to finance every Serbian paper In the United States exoept "Srbobras* published 
at Pittsburgh. (97-1340-18) 7 

Bo record of Kenneth Swesey eould be located in the Bureau files 
from the information available. 

The foregoing information is being furnished for possible future 
referenoo in connection with this case and it is desired that the Bureau bt 
kept promptly and currently info rm ed of all developments in this case. 

Yery truly yours. 


John Bdgar Hoover 


Director 




<Fc&cral Surcau of {nursitsattan 

13nttc2> states department of iiustire 
New York, New York 



EBC:PM 

65-12290 


Merck 19, 1943 


Director, FBI 


Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; SAVA aOSANOVICH;^ 

EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA'TESLA 

(Deceased). 

ESPIONAGE, MISCELLANEOUS 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to the Bureau letter in the above-captioned 
natter dated January 21, 1943, in which it is stated that it is desired that 
the Bureau he kept promptly and currently informed of all developments in this 
case. 


In view of a telephone call from Mr. Little of the Bureau 
to Mr. T. J. Donegan, Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the New York 
Office, dated January 14, 1943, in which Mr. Little stated that the above- 
captioned matter was now being handled as an Alien Enemy Custodial Detention 
matter and therefore no further action should be taken in the matter by the 
New York Field Division, this case is being considered closed in thi6 Office, 
vnless advised to the contrary by the Bureau at some future time. 


Very truly yours. 



all isf 


E. E. C0NR0Y V 
Special Agent In Charge 
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REFERENCE: 


Subject SAVAJfc 
State to YtirnB 
Resides NavwjSj 
have turned til 
Alien Property 


S&OSANOVICH, Secretary of 
ildfcan Government in exilV. 
a^-', v NYC. Repotted to 
g&ents and effects to 
Htodian, NIC, for NICK 


TESLA. ABB'SPANEL advised subject for 
United Nations and desires to become U.S. 

Clti “ n ‘ ill itiJufeMAHOM ecgps 

-BBC- HE lists 16 uacussrfisijs 

Letter from New York Field Division dated 2-z2-C3. ' 0 




DETAILS: 


AT DOVER, DELAWARE 


It is t<^\be noted that subject's correct name is SAVA M. KOSANOVICH and not 
C050NOVTTCH as carried in reference letter. 

Mr. ABE SPANEL, President of the International Latex Corporation, advised that 
the subject is presently the Secretary of State to the Yugoslavian Government 
in exile and that he resides at the Navaro Hotel, New York City. He stated that 
he had been a very good friend of NICKJTSSLA who has died recently and that 
be believes that the subject is a third or fourth cousin of T ESLA and that - 
when TESLA died, the subject was his only close relative in this country and 
TESLA's effects came into his possession. 

SPANEL related that the subject had recently turned over to the government 
the majority of the patents of . HICK TESLA. SPANEL described TESLA as being 
one of the greatest inventors that has ever lived. He stated he h&d more than 
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900 inventions and patentso SPANEL stated that at one time TESLA had 
an invention in which he was able to direct electrical current without 
the means of a conductor* he felt that this type of an Invention would 
be of invaluable assistance to any country at war and for this'reason 
felt that TESLA's inventions and patents should be put into the hands 
of proper Government officials, where they might be put to the best 
advantage for the United States* Be does not believe the sx±> Jeot is 
engaged in any un-American activities and stated that he was more than 
willing to turn these patents and inventions over to the proper * Govern¬ 
ment agency* He asserted that before TESLA died, he had spoken to the 
subject regarding his beoooing a United States cltlsen and SPANEL 
believes that he is now taking the proper steps to achieve that end* 

SPANEL also stated that the-subject had handed all of the effects of 
the deceased TESLA to the Allen Property Custodian in New Tork City* 

SPANEL advised that the day before TESLA died he had tried to get in \ 
touch with War Department officials in Washington in order that he might 
make available to them patents and inventions that he had developed* 
However, he was not able to get in touch with the proper authorities 
and he died the following day* 

SPANEL advised that the Yugoslavian Government had been sending TESLA 
approximately $600.00 per month for sometime prior to his death and 
this was described as being a sort of pension* 

SPANEL stated further that be has previously turned over information 
regarding the subject to Special Agent FRED 6. CORNELL of the New York 
Field Division* He also ad^sed that WALDEKER KEMPFERT, Science Editor, 
New York Times and BILL LAURENZ, Science Feature Writer, New York Times 
and the Science Editor of the Herald Tribune would be able to elaborate 
on some of the accomplishments of NICK TESLA and that the June 1900 
issue of the Century liagasine also contained an article relating to 
the inventions of TESUL* 




SPANEL also stated that he believed BLOICE FITZGERALD, Pierpont Hotel, 
Brooklyn, New York, Secretary to TESLA, has been contacted by Special 


Agent CORNELL and that if the 


be reache 
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Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Csrsoo_ 
Mr. Coffey_ 
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Mr. Kramer_ 
Mr. McGuire 
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Mr. Harbo 


RE: SAVA KOSANOVICH 

DiTEhuAL SECURITY (1) 
. CUSTODIAL DETEiiTIOvi 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 

« 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Neese_ 


Miss Boehm / 
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At this ti:ne SA John Parser of the 
.tin/? on the previous afternoon 

telephoned that office thr- * ~ ? ic assistan ce 

Known lecturer, author and traveler. _ 

to be interviev«ed concerning certain Kuornat^i^she possessed rel&tlXd^A-. 
Yi'-'-laviaii activities and, in oartlculer, dat'4"v.nicn she Has once 
by t;.e .uar.e of Kosanovich, who::; in* -ej..* ».ve<r W. i e an enemy a-*ent. 
stated sne was oreparing statements of fact wdc-.i she intends to tu^T 

conc erning K osanovich. She advised sr.e v.as r '’:c^ '.ir... 

i&nd car. be rea.cr.ec at ner aruiress, v.hic' is 






Agent Par..er stated Y.--entiy referring to cava nosanc-vich 

a.id added tris inuivicjai is j.iC^ two teiet.ues w .\icn tne New Yor/. 

% «► 

office formareed to the Bureau under cates of January 9 and IP, i943> in the 
case entitled UJANO....' SUEJrCTS, wX'-Tr.TJLiTS Ad hrcK-.nCri Or dwLA^ioLn.. 

ll'CEacl'D, EiPI *a (Bureau file li/j-i*-?). briefly, tne information contained i. 
these telety.-es is that shortly after Nicola Tesla, one of the boric*s outstanding 
scientists in the electrical field, died in nis hotel room at New Yor.< City on 
January S, 1943» Sava Kosanovich, a distant relative, aria otner inoividuals :P— 
entered nis room and opened a safe, examining certain materials w.iich he ..ossrssed. 
On January 8, Jr. L. hi. C. Smitn of tne Depart went auvised ir. Tarim tnat ne was 
concerned about the oossibility of enemy a cents confiscating some of the trunks 
of Tesla and that aouareati. the Alien Property Custociar. was ta/.inr some action in 
this matter. Inasnucn as tne matter was being handed by tne Aden Property j 

Custodian's office, the Bureau did not conduct any incruir ieg i] 


It is also noted that on Ju 
oi trf De »c- rt rent r ' 


eau did not conduct any inquir ies ia to. this sit cat'.- / 

.<■ r REboKDBP 1 L - iL2 &r±, h 

iy iv, ir. J'_ s :cr Sharpe of Cre l-oeci&l !&• Pd;feres FJ-.if 

le tter i JUL ilt$ 1343 •ci 


it in i-xile c-v v 
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.Mr. Ladd 
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r. Eharoe also exhic it jlC 




A newspaper artic_e which 

v.us arraigned in local c part in „e», lor.: City on ufttr^..cvun~ Letn 

charged v.itii sending a threatening letter through th^naT^Torlcsar.ovxch. In 
connection with this trial, Ager^^arKe^stated t..at the case has been poetpon- a or 
sixjsonths^I^t h e letter v.rote Kosanovicii, he ^ahes reference 

and instructs tnat i-.osanovich (.iscontinue his attacks o:s nu . 

At the tinjfc *Ir. Sharpe called at the bureau, he tinted o«;t the strung aninosltv a:.o 
dissension v.idch,exists between the various nationalist groups i.; this conr.ta. re- 
cause of t.eir conflicting opinions as to tne type of postwar ^eyfr*stent v, io;. 

> in the s-alleir countries in Europe anc: r.ertivr.cd t..at xosar.ovich 
have Ovi >osite ocliticau theories. V.c also v.enf t. ed tnct .uur 

_____ - * j 

i tne rreatcst .c-r.triautoi t to cistcnsic:: between tr.e ierbs -in 

* • V 

htrv and ..as been active i« -ubiicisin : ner vl«ws c;-..cc-i-..lnr ..ortwer ; tibi 

V • — — 

«■* 

* ece..t_v t..c instruct to i t fitlsbvrr: office t * 

i*;cer:.in~ certain statements v:\ich e*e r*a.s been ::c..vin-: 
to cate, trie- intt rviev ,-as not been ccr.su/r,:. ated. 


should be s 
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client, it if oe; 

t. if intervic; • s 

Agents of tr.e \.g ?• irgtor. field Office, tecfrv.se of her .*: o: 1: e:*ce cue- _*-oa iiice.± 

vitvs. 

Tlxre is attf.cr.ee for year-approval a iett*r directed to tee bus« inrto;. Fiej.d 
Office recuestincr that tiiis interview be conducted arc also instruct.!nr. trnt si.e 

• *mJ •« 

be interrocatrc concerning the other matter referred to above, i.esLtci as the 
Pittsburgr: office has not os yet covered tris interview. 
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IN REPLY. PLEASE REFER 
NO. _£5rl222Q_ 


TO 


HHRrmhm 


Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


dfcbrral Sureau of Inucstigafio 
twitted States Department of Justice 

New York 7, New York 
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SAVA v KOSAtinVI CHj 
Experiments and research of NIKOLATESLA (deceased) 
SS FI ON A OF - K 


Reference is made to the Bureau letter dated January 21, 1943, which 
bore a caution similiar to that mentioned above. 


■ 

i 


» * 


The referenced letter dealt with the death, on January 7, 1943, of 
the famous inventor, NIKOLA TTLA, who as well as being the inventor of 
Alternating Current, perfected many electrical devices. He is also credited 
with having dev'loned th'- so railed-Jldeaih rav* 1 which would safeguard an” / 
country fro r. attack by air. 

^ June 9, 1945, 3 VBVVPHB 0 ' York City furnished 
inforv-tion of a nor~oeci f io ratvrMrwlcakv thr-t it was hie belief that 
nersens sv^nathetic to Russia were making an effort to secure the e r fectc of 
NT KOI A ?~SLA ir. rieTosalMr^h- re f r ;.»*• any models or designs of possible 
military value. that he heard that A3RAKA1' N. 
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of Dover, Delaware was 


the motivating influence behind tVrs attempt to obtain T~SLA f S pa^»ers which 
are n stcrarr at t,h**' r A v<r: A?TA:’ in New York 

City. crcrLised to return to the Vew v -rk v ielc Division shortly 

after sit and furnish further and more specific information to 

suooort- his cIo^t.s. 
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Re was not heart 
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rd from again, however, until Sepf-erbcr 27, 19^5, a 
wh’ ch t' : T<r- h c “umish-d th* following additional information: 

He said that a boyhood chum of his from >?i chits, Kansas, BL^TC! 
'FT77 .cp.haID, ha^iggj^JS^’S protege and one of the inventors few confidents. 
According r *TTZ7~®ALD who is now an Army "rivate stationed 

at. V.'rir K t Fiora^oa^^^^'hic, is a brilliant 29 year old scientist who scent 
endless hours with rr ES!.A prior to the l»tt®r^deatjj^d^?ir.r which time TEST.A 
^ explained to him most secret experiments. stated that FIT ZCER-AL 7 ' 

met TESLA in November 1942, but h e - had with the latter 

sine- 1935. According to the informant, FITZGERALD had developed some sort 
of anti-tank run. the details of which he presented to T T SIA who made certai 

W / 

corrections in design and specifications to further perfect the weapon. 
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Letter, DIRECTOR, P 
KY 65-12290, 


.1 / i 


r 17, 1945 


bIC 


gun. S PANEL offered financial 8id to FITZGERALD and the two were in the 
ojj^act wi th each other for a considerable period of time. 

said that FITZGERALD had lined up a deal for the purchase of 
le gun oy une r.PSfFNGTON ARMS OOKPANY.hut for some reason SPANEL blocked 
this deal by reaching top men in the-'ttoilNGTON COMPANY. SJANEL is then 
reported as having obtained a-job for FITZGERALD with th^HTGGENS SNTP 
BUILDING COMPANT in New Orleans and negotiated a contract with FITZGERALD 
for the purchase and manufacture of the gun in a manner which would return 
B0% of the profits derived to SPANEL, 

^mmmPstated that in November of 1943, for some unknown reason 
but which he believes to be attributable to SPANEL, FITZGERALD was fired by 
the lUGGENS (XWPAKY. In September of 1944, FITZGERALD was inducted into the 
Amy and for a considerable period of time wa^Aoratg^a^an ordinance 
experimental station at Elgin Field, Florida. stated that at 

the rre sent time FITZGERALD is engaged in a hi g^^^^^^^^^Scperimental • 
project, at ?,“right Field in Dayton, Ohio. In spite of his rank of Private, 
FITZGERALD actually is the director of this research and is working with , 
many top young scientists who were inducted into Arny from leading industrial 
posts. 

According FTTZGEP.AJP is presently working on the 

perfection of TF.SLA'S "deatl^ray*^7ii ch in FITZGERALD’S opinion is the only 
Dossible defense against offensive use by another nation of ihe-Atomic Bomb. 

In this connection, it is noted that the^Sew York Times^of September 22, 194< 
in an article entitled.^CTENCE IN TIT; NEWS” by WILLIAM A*<U T JRSNCE, Science 
Editor states that, TESTA devulged to LAl^ENCE the fact that he had developed 
a "death ray" or “’'teleforce" which TESLA claimed would melt airplane motors 
at a distance of 25C miles, so that actually an invisible Chinese Wall would 
be built around a country against attack by an enemy air force. 

According to the article in the'iIMES, this electrical device would 
operate by the generation of power from a plant, a number of which might be 
located strategically along our coast lines and the beam from which would 
melt any engine within a radius of 25C miles. 

stated that during FITZGERALD'S acquaintance with 
SPANEL, FITIGERALD had told SPANEL of his associations with TESLA a 
apparently described to SPANEL some of TESLA'S most secret work, 
believes that SPANEL, who he claims is definitely pro-Russian in auuiuuce, 
is now attempting" through legal procedure to secure custody of TESLA’S 
effects which are now held by TESLA'S only heir, one SAVA KOSAKOVICK, who 
is presently in Yugoslavia occupying seme governmental post. 

y It will be recalled that in an article published on March 15, 1945, 
by tbe'r’NG FEATURE SYNDICATE INCORPORATED, WEST BROOK'LL GLER charged f-ANEL 
with spreading oro-communist and pro- Russian propaganda through his full 
page advertisement in the newspapers, which SPANEL characterized as being 
published for the>KT NATIONAL LATE' ^RFORATION, as a public service Mature. 
It is also interesting to observe tha* \r. the N’ev? York Times of October 2, 

1945, ar. article appears which states that SPANEL is suing the KING FEATURE 
SYNDICATE T NCORPORATE? for six million lollars alleging the column by 
P^fcl.YF. to have been liibelous. 
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stated that through FITZGERALD he too had met SPANEL 
and from this personal acquaintance he formed the opinion that SFAN5L was 
he finitely a communist and is probabl^on^o^th^financial supporters of 
/the\Communist Party in this country. VBHU^IHBstated that SPANEL was 
I born in Russia, but . is now an Americar^^^^^^^^^ff also charged that SPANEL 
exerted tremendous political influence in Washington* D. C., and said that 
one of SFANEL'S closest political friends was HENRY WALLACE. 



advised that two agents from Army Intelligence contacted 
and stated tha* - in an investigation to determine the qualifications of 
FITZGERALD for a commission, they had developed.information indicating that 
i^fiNET was definitely endeavoring to secure possession of TESLA'S effects. 

indicated that Army Intelligence was pursuing an investigation 
ong^tnese lines in an attempt to ascertain the complete story in this 



regard 


7‘":* A 



y and 


ide 


- of 

een - 

and was ia 

at present 

s since he travels all over tr.e cy 
Just recently he stated that he had 
Yashington to the '.Vest "east as 

r- advised that it is his desire .c :oooera”,e wlth r TTZOERALD in securing 
legal possession of 77-£W* 5 effects in order that » memorial foundation ~ay ■ 
bo established for the protection of 7:JS!.A ! 5 experiments and for the preserva¬ 
tion of the inventors rje ?iorv. 


.e hotels, 
'rom 



Umpstated that xr TTZ0\?.ALD had interested a groun of young 
Amy scientists now working vri th him at bright Field in this foundation, and ( 
their ultimate eoal is to secure the supoort of a wealthy backer in order that 
a foundation might be established and that a sort of "idea factory" might 
result. He said that they intended to contact HEKRT'rORD, SR., to solicit 
his aid in this reeard. 



related that probably the greatest idea of TESLA'S was 
that involving the wireless transmission of electrical power. He claimed 
that TESLA had performed a successful experiment many years ago at Pikes 
"^eak, at which time he harnessed local current from^j^^m^^j^^^jrhich he 
built ut> into a huge potential o' electrical energy^^HipH^paid that 
according to ETTZ^ALD, i T this idea could be furth^re^ali^lectrical 
energy to operate the world's machinery might be gotten absolutely free rather 
than by the costly method with which electrical power is presently generated. 
He said that his idea was to conduct further experiments along this line 
in Ghina where the nee 5 "or electrical power is very great. 

Tnouirv was mace at the MANHATTAN STORAGE V.AEEWSE in New York City, 

• •• 

and it was determined that the effects of NIKOLA TESLA are contained in some 
















Letter, director, T ' r 
65-12290 


75 packing cases and trunks and are presently under seal by the New York 
State Department of Taxation. It was learned that the rental Tor this 
storage, which approximates ?15 per month, is being paid by one CHARLOTTE 
;<U7.AR, 134 East 63rd Street, New York, New York, who is listed as the agent 
for SAVA KDSAKOVTOH. 


«r 17, 1945 


Inquiry was also made at the office of the Alien Property Custodian 
in New York City, concerning an investigation conducted by this office at 
the time of TFELA’S death, and at which time the letters property was placed 
under seal by the 'Jr. 4 ted States Government. Vr. WALTER GORSUCH, Chief 
Investigator for th** Alien Property Custodian, provided a cover letter and a 
a summary of materials owned by TESLA at the time of his death which was 

examined by JOHN G.vf P.WP, of the office of^SCIENTIFTC RESEARCH PT'EI.OP- 
7SET. Nr. OOP SUCH also stated that his file in this matter reflected that 
on the night TESLA died his safe was forced open by a representative of the 
HOPE & WALKER SAFE CTiPANY. It was Mr. GORSUCK*S belief that a Pr.^SWEEZEY 
who is believed to be one of the editors of the^O-TLAR SCIENCE VACAEIFE was 
oreser.t, in TESLA'S room shortly after the safe was opened. These individuals 

were r.7*USTEOEOE, EDWARDN , AL‘fER, and JOHN J.VlRBETT. ... 

* 

a 

There am enclosed herewith two typewritten conies of the report by 
Vr. TRUED of the ALIEN PROPERTY OUE^OE7/U: reflecting the findings of Vr. 
TRlf^, following his examination cf TESLA'S effects. There is also enclosed 
herewith a ohotcstatic copy of a list of rerson^sssoc^^^vr.th N T K0LA 

furnished 

The above information is 'o mi shed for the Bureau' s information, 
and no investigation is being conducted by this office. 


3 Enclosures 
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Mr. Walter Gorsuch, 

Allen Property Custodian, 
120 Broadway, 

Hew York, Hew York, 


T 
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V * ’ Address., writer at* 

X. V ' >v s \ 

V .Vasal' £nst. .of Tech., 

Msio V ■ c ^|6.««. 

s * ' ’* v 
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Vv 


•4/ 


Dear Sir* 

At your request and that of lfr. Joseph T. King of the 
Washington office of the Allen Property Custodian, I hare ex- » 
amined the private papers, writings, and other property of the 
late Dr* Nikola Tesla with the view to determining both their 
possible usefulness to this country in its war effort and the 
possible hazard attendant on their falling into unfriendly 
' hands* 


This examination was made at the Manhattan Warehouse, 

52nd Street, Hew York City, on January 26-27,'.and included all 
of the notes and material in Dr* Tesla's immediate possession 
at the time of his death and now in the custody of your office* 

For reasons indicated below,- no investigation was mads of material 
In trunks which had remained untouched in the basement of the 

a 

Hew Yorker Hotel for ten years prior to Dr* Tesla's death* 

• . 

As a result of this examination, it is my considered 
pinion that there exist among Dr* Tesla's papers and possessions 
no ^scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealed methods 
devices, or actual apparatus which could be of signifleant 
value to this country or which would con stitute a hazard_3njon- 
fr lendly bandw^, i can therefore se^no)technical or military 
reason why further custody of the property should be retained* 

- . . * '■*•’. ... * 

For your records, there has been removed to. your office 

a file of various written material by Dr* Tesla which covers 
typically and fairly completely the ideas with which he was con¬ 
cerned during hie later years* These documents are enumerated 
and briefly abstracted in the attachment to this letter* 


. /* 


148 OCT 26 I960 


000005 


• / 


• V« 





1943 



TO -2- January 30, 


It should be no discredit to this distinguished engineer and 
scientist ■whose solid.contributions to the electrical art were 
Bade at the beginning of the present century to report that his 
thoughts and efforts during at least the past fifteen years irere 
primarily of a speculative, philosophical, and somewhat promo¬ 
tional character—often concerned with the production and wire¬ 
less transmission of power—but did not Include new sound, work¬ 
able principles or methods for realising such results* 

Very truly yours. 


JOHN 0. TRUMP, 
Technical Aide, 
Division 14, NUIC. 


Enclosure• 
JQT/G 
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ABSTRACTS OF DR. NIKOLA TESLA'S WRITINGS 
RETAINED AS EXHIBITS 
FOR THE ALIM FROPERTI CUSTODIAN 



On January 26 and 27, 1943, an exam! nation was made of the 
technical papers of Dr, Nikola Tesla which, after his decease, had 
been stored in the Manhattan Warehouse in New Tork City, This ex¬ 
amination was made for the purpose of determining If any ideas of 
significant value in the present United States war effort could be 
found among his possessions. Participating in this examination were 
Mr. John C. Newington, New Tork Office of the Alien Property Custodian; 
Ur. Charles J, Hedetniemi, Washington Office of the Alien Property 
Custodian; Dr. John G. Trump, Office of Scientific Research and De¬ 
velopment, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachu¬ 
setts; Willis George, Office of Naval Intelligence, Third Naval Dis¬ 
trict; Edward Palmer, Chief Teem an, USNR; John J. Corbett, Chief yeo¬ 
man, USNR. 


2 , 

The following papers, which are regarded as typical of Nikola 
Tesla's writings and thoughts in the period of 1925 to 1942, were removed 
for the purpose of record and are listed below in the random order in 
which they were found, together with a brief individual abstract, 

1 

Exhibit A 

- ^Possibilities of Electrostatic Generators 11 r an undated 
' Article probably written about 1934 discussing the possibili¬ 
ties, as a source of high-voltage D-C power, of the Van de 
Graaff type of electrostatic belt generator* The article 
etates correctly the electrostatic principles employed in this 
device and points out that such generators are not suitable 
for commercial high-power applications, though of undoubted 
scientific value, Tesla's wireless tower, erected in 1902 on 
Long Island, is stated in this memorandum to have been charged 
to 30 million volts, 

* * ♦ «* 

* • • 

Exhibit B ' . 

For0.9 of Qlvcarlna aM Ittnamlt.. -an undated 
memorandum involving seme calculations of the explosive power 
of certain compounds and then deviating to a discussion of the 
possibility of transmitting power by mechanical vibrations 
along the earth's orust. 
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Exhibit C 

% 

« % * 

^Wprocegg of De-Qaasifying. Refining, and Purifying Metals* 
a 41-page memorandum probably written about 1930 dealing with 
the above subject and proposing new theories of capillarity and 
surface tension. This correspondence Indicated that this had 
been submitted to various industrial companies.- 


* > ' 

7\ "Reply to Amtorg re ♦the generation -of -.high-volt age, and the 
acceleration of charged particles* " - This document, dated No¬ 
vember 8, 1935* answers questions raised by Soviet engineers and 
scientists regarding Tesla's proposal of May 16, 1935. Trcm 
this answer, it is deduced that the proposal concerned the gen¬ 
eration, of high voltages by electrostatic means. These means 
consisted of a high-voltage terminal presumably supported on an 
insulating column and charged by a gaseous charge conveying 
medium passing between ground and terminal. The ideas contained 
in this memorandum are fairly similar to th<t belt-conveyor 
electrostatio generator methods proposed byTYan deroraaff and 
do not appear to offer any unusual features. 

Exhibit g 

^Art of Telegeodynamics, or^rt of Producing Terrestrial 
Motions at Distance* - This "document, in the form of a letter 
dated' June 12, 1940, to the Meetinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company, proposes a method for. the transmission of large amounts 
of power over vaat distances by means of mechanical vibrations 
of the earth's crust. The source of power is a mechanical or 
electromechanical device bolted to some rocky protuberance and 
imparting power at a resonance frequency of the earth's crust. 

The proposed scheme appears to be completely visionary and un¬ 
workable. Meetinghouse's reply indicates their polite rejection 
of this idea. 4 ' . - 


Exhibit 7 


•."y3- v 
* ^ « . 


yj FNew Art of Projecting Concentrated Non-Diaperaive Energy 
through Natural-Medis* — This undated document by Tesla describes 
BQ-el^cirostatic method of producing very high voltages and ca¬ 
pable of very great power. This generator is used to accelerate 
charged particles, presumably electrons.* Such a beam of high- 
energy electrons passing through air is fie "concentrated non- 
disperslve* means by which energy is transmitted through natural 
media. As a component of this apparatus there is described an 
open-ended vacuum tube within which the electrons are first ac¬ 
celerated. 
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Exhibit F (cont*) 

The proposed scheme bears some relation to present means 
for producing high-energy cathode rays by the cooperative use 
of a high-voltage electrostatic generator and an evacuated 
electron acceleration tube* It is veil known, however, that 
such devices, while of scientific and medical interest, are 
incapable of the transmission of large amounts of power in 
• non-diepersed.beans over long distances.. Tesla’s disclosures 
in this memorandum would not enable the construction of workable 
combinations of generator and tube even of limited power, though 
the general elements of such .a combination are succinctly 'de¬ 
scribed* 

Exhibit G 

A circular by Caro^Bird, dated September 10, 1938, en¬ 
titled 4’ft'emendous New Fewer Soon to Be Unleashed** This de¬ 
scribes in popular style some biographical Information concern¬ 
ing Nikola Tesla and some ideas for the transmission of power 
on which he is stated to be working* It appears that the 
method of transmission is by the mechanical resonance method 
outlined in Exhibit F, above* 


Exhibit H 


This exhibit consists of a series of letters to represen¬ 
tatives of the British Government dated August 28, 1936; Octo¬ 
ber 26, 1937; December 15, 1937; and April 5, 1938* It includes 
a reply dated January 7, 1938, from the British Government* 

These letters offer to the British Government, for a fee, the 
disclosure of a means for accelerating to high energies minute 
particles* Such beams would constitute a death ray capable of 
the protection of Great Britain from air attack* 


The method proposed is essentially that described in Exhi¬ 
bit F above* Following the initial letter dated August 28, 

1936, the subsequent letters attempt to clear up the ’’misunder¬ 
standings* of the British representatives and to expedite their 
acceptance of the Tesla proposal* The British reply dated Janu¬ 
ary 7 is a polite expression of disinterest in the proposal* 


Exhibit I 




An undated memorandum written after Tesla’ s 79th birthday 
describing several discoveries which he believed he had made* 

The first related to a dynamic theory of gravity which is de¬ 
scribed as not yet completed* The second stated as a physical 
truth the belief that "there is no energy in matter other than 
that received from the environment"* This second statement, 
which is discussed at length in this and other writings of Tesla, 


indicates his disbelief in the 
energy* 



of atomic or nuclear 


o 



Exhibit J 

"ifflfethod of Producing Powerful Radiations* - an undated 
aemoranduk in Tesla's handwriting describing "a new process of 
generating powerful rays or radiations"• The memorandum reviews 
the works of lenard and Crookes, describes Tesla*s work on the 
producatlan of high voltages, and finally in the last paragraph 
gives the only description of the Invention contained in the 
memorandum. This description is as followst "Briefly stated, 
my new simplified process of generating powerful rays consists 
in creating through the medium of a high-speed jet of suitable 
fluid a vacuous space around a terminal of a circuit and sup¬ 
plying the same with currents of the required tension and volume" 

Exhibit K 

k letter to prospective licensees on telegeodynamics dated 
December 27, 1941* This is a single-page letter with the type¬ 
written signature of Dr. Nikola Tesla, in which he addresses 
himself to the prospective licensees of telegeodynamics, states 
that over a half million dollars was spent on this development 
with funds contributed by the Morgans, Crawford, J. J.^stor, 
and Fish, as well as commercial organizations, and states this 
to be a new art with which "unvelievable wonders can be achieved" 


Exhibit L 

Tesla*s ^New System of Fluid Propulsion". This is an un¬ 
dated memorandum of about 20 typewritten pages describing a sys¬ 
tem of fluid propulsion in which the conversion from hydraulic 
to rotary mechnnical power is achieved by passing the fluid be¬ 
tween flat circular disks, shaft-mounted and enclosed in a cas¬ 
ing. 

' * • . 

This memorandum written about 1925 describes in general 
terms a kind of hydraulic turbine which seems practical. There 
-is copious evidence among the other of Tesla*s papers that this 
idea was generally disclosed to appropriate individuals and 
that it received favorable comment and possibly some use. Some 
of these comments are contained on the last page of the exhibit. 


Exhibit If i: 

"The^power of the Future" - a memorandum apparently written 
by Tesla and probably in response to a request from some popular 
science group for an opinion as to the source of future power. 
This memorandum reviews the gradual evolution of power sources. 

It discusses in some detail the possibility of atomic power and 
states as his opinion that atomic power is not feasible. The 
discussion of atomic energy is apparently confused to some extent 
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Exhibit M (cont.) 

■with planetary energy. The article further discusses the 
subject of wind, tides, lightning, and water power as a source 
of commercial energy. The last sentence of this memorandum 
states: "Kith my wireless system, it is practicable to trans¬ 
mit electrical energy at a distance of twelve thousand miles 
with a loss not exceeding 5 per cent. I can conceive of no 
advances which would be more desirable at this time and more \ 

beneficial to the further progress of mankind." This memorandum 
constitutes an interesting generalized discussion of the various 
sources of power. It is qualitatively correct for the most 
part except probably in that portion which deals with atomic 
power. 

Exhibit N 

"The Transmission of Electric Energy Without Wires" - an 
article by N.r^esla in thc yElectric World . March 5, 1904, pages 
429-431. A general, somewhat biographical article on Tesla's 
early work with some speculation on the possibility of long¬ 
distance wireless transmission of large amounts of energy. 

Exhibit C 

* 

x ' "77orld System of Tireless Transmission of Energy" - an 
article by N. Tesla in telegraph and Telephone Age. October 16, 

1927, pages 457 and 460. An article which traces the early 
work on the production and transmission of electromagnetic ra¬ 
diations, describes Tesla's efforts to increase the amount of 
power which can he transmitted without wires and concludes 
with a proposed/wporld System" for the wireless transmission 
of both power and communications. No workable disclosure of 
a means for accomplishing this is Included, and such generali¬ 
ties as suggest the approach which Tesla had in mind do not 
seem capable of accomplishing the desired result. 

Exhibit P 

•^interview with Dr. Nikola Tesla" by Alden Py^rnagnac 
for^opular Science Monthly, May 24, 1923. An 11-page memoran¬ 
dum written in popular conversational style describing an in¬ 
terview with Dr. Tesla and reporting his present work. This 
report includes statements on a new airplane, on rocket ships, 
on the wireless transmission of power, on a world system plan 
for the transmission of speech and television, on the imprac¬ 
ticability of harnessing atomic energy, on radio activity, and 
on the acceleration of charged particles, such as cathode rays, 
by high voltages. 
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B*hi blt Q 

An agreement dated April 20, 1935, between Nikola Tesla 
and the^mtorg Trading Corporation, in which Tesla agreed to 
supply plans, specifications, and complete information on'a 
method and apparatus for producing high voltages up to fifty 
million molts, for producing very small particles in a tube 
open to air, iCor'increasing the charge of the particles to 
the full voltage of the high potential terminal, and for pro¬ 
jecting the particles to distances of a hundred miles or more. 
The maximum speed of the particles mas specified as not less 
than 350 miles per 'second. The receipt of $25,000 fee for 
this disclosure was acknowledged in this agreement, which was 
signed by Nikola Tesla and by Aj^Bartaniatn of the Amtorg Trad¬ 
ing Corporation, The method referred to in this agreement ia 
apparently that described in Exhibit F, above. It is probable 
that Exhibit D, above, is an effort by Tesla to clear up the 
questions raised by Soviet engineers after the subject dis¬ 
closure had been made. There is no evidence that the inven¬ 
tions and information referred to in this agreement are other 
-than those described in a number of Tesla's papers and pub¬ 
lished articles. It should therefore be expected, and it is 
substantiated by Exhibit D, that this disclosure subsequently 
proved unworkable, 

3. . 

An examination of several items of scientific apparatus among 
the Teala efforts at the Manhattan Warehouse and in a deposit box at the 
Governor Clinton Hotel shewed those to be standard electrical measuring 
Instruments in common use several decades ago. 



JOHN 0. TRUMP, 
Technical Aide, 
Division 14, NERC. 


Mass. Inst, of Tech,, 
Cambridge, Mass,, 
January 30, 1943. 
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List of eersoks associated with nikoia tesia 


- * - 



William - 


■*/** 


* ** 


89 Logan St«# Brooklyn# N. Y. ' s ■ . 

Employed as building eupt. Washington Market,.‘Brooklyn 
Hr. Kerrigan was the messenger boy for Postal 
Telegraph some years prior to Jan. 1943. At Hr. Tesla’ 
request# he oontinued his services as special . - 

messenger when convenient* He had called upon Tesla 
the week prior to his death and has much valuable data 
and information concerning Tesla’s contacts. I first •. 
net Hr. Kerrigan at the Frank Campbell funeral churoh. 


t 


» . 


. . 


Baumgarten, Clmrlea -Room 1203# Hunicipal Bldg., Budget Bureau, N.Y.C. 

.•- Hr. Baumgarten was mot at the funeral and 

.. Hr. William Lawrence of the Hew York Times and tyself • 

‘ ‘ had lunch with him. "Hr. Baumgarten knew Tesla and 

.... his cjonnections with the Queensboro Bridge and many of_ 

^ his developments of Civic interest. ’ ~ 

• % . - %■ • • __ 

^ V ^ . ** - - 1 . 

Skerritt, Miss Dorothy F. - Office, Biddle Purchasing Company# 107 Chambers 
... Street, N.Y.C. - Tfo. 2-5500. 

^ Pesidonce: Easbrook Heights, New Jersey 
. '• ' Ml6s Skerritt was secretary to Doctor Tesla from 1912 

' .until 1922. She is familiar with the Marconi patent 
‘V.‘ suit, many of Tesla f s scientific theories; knows the 

names of some of his friends; has witnessed 

* ■• * * • * 

demonstrations in his laboratory, then at 8 V*. 40th St. 
N.Y.C. Hiss Skerritt also knows that between 1916 
and 1918# Doctor Tesla was at the Bl&ckstone Hotel# 
Chioago and nay have material there. She can give 

account of many of his deals with various firms. 

* ’ • 

Jte 

Herrington, Marguerite - 46 W. 97th Street, N.Y.C. • Riverside 9-8186 

Hiss Herrington has known Doctor Tesla since 1893 
and has been a guest of his on several occasions at *■ - 
the old TTaldorf Hotel and at his laboratory in 1894 
on Houston Street# Miss Merrington recalls the ' 

~ lighting effects without filaments ar.d his radio 

controlled boat demonstrations. She also recalls 
statements regarding communication without wires by 
moans of a email instrument. She has witnessed many 
laboratory experiments including power transmisston 
without wires over short distances in the laboratory 
v and also metallic plate suspension. IJe had also ; j. 

^ *.*, .a > ^talked aboiit ocmunioatlon with mars toher. • - 

* • -j: .*♦. -v v .r > ,* r. 

^ol5en, Mrs. AgnesT J -*327 E- 52 'St. N.Y.C. - Plaza 3-2341 

Mrs. Holden is the daughter of Robert U. Johnson 
(doceased) (1936) who was a close friend of Tesla 
for many years* Mrs. Holden first mot Mr. Tesla 
at her father f s home when 6he was about 12 years oid. 

, The Johnsons were connected with the Century Magatine 

' \ which published many articles regarding Tesla. ~ 

Mr. Johnson wrote several poems about Tesla, one of 
which appeared in the April, 1895 issue of the 
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-.Century Magazine and the others appeared In 
"Poems of 50 years# 1880-1930 by * 

_ pobert Underwood Johnson# Mrs# Holden has been* 

. „ in close contact with doctor Tesla and ha6 
° witnessed many of his demonstrations including 
. that of the oscillator of 1899# She recalls, the 
" near destruction of the laboratory# Since r 
r ,f fforld 11" # she has talked with doctor Tesla 
*’with regard to instruments of war and he told 
.her in response to her inquiry rogarding tanks 
recently that he could stop them or the war# 

She recalls his discussions with her and her 
' father regarding transmissions of power and . 

Kara, etc. She says that she knows that Tesla 
"‘.ha# thing# for our Government only. Vrs. .Bolden 
Witnessed many of the experiment# end was 
.‘. present at the .radio-controlled boat demonstration 
“ many years ago.' * * 




Lowenstein, Britt (Deceased) Brother, Emil Lemenstein - 182 Bennett Ave. 

N.Y.C. - Wa-7-4519. Business (Artist) 420 : 

rOe 
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xinrton Avo# H#Y#C# - Mu-5-8065# " 

■ —. ^ ^ • * 1 

. Kr. , f ritt Lowenstein was the assistant to ; 

“Dr. Tesla during his historic laboratory 
experiments in Colorado Springs in 1899. He was 
also to have appoared as a defense witness 
for Tesla in his Karconi patent suits during - ’ 
r; -1915, but for some reason failed to testify. 

The brother, &nil, address above, knows of the 

relatives of i!r. Fritr Lowenstein who have 

— • * - - . « 

V, “dooumentB pertaining to the 1888 experiments. • 

: (Kr. G#H. Clark provided information re > - 

documents and Lowenstein) (Mr# Crito mentioned 
; Lowenstein)# Hr# Bnil Lowenstein is not on % 
friendly terns with the enti ro’Lowenstein family 
'and a Mr# Massey# 52 Vanderbilt Avo# can . > •- 
furnish additional information re Lowenstein# 


v < 


» t 


. * 


n 


*• 


Shirk, A.J. - Inventor’s kodel Shop, 70 West 100th St. N.Y.C. Ac-2-9466. 

' ' Vr. Shirk has met Tesla on 3 occasions and 

• appears to know quite a bit about his model work 
.and laboratory developments, particularly • 

. within recent years. His exact status can only 

be determined by another call or •xaat-atatve 
„ : ' -.-rr interview.. He is attempting to determine the 
#fldteB6 of a .Laboratory that exit ted At ahoyt*"- 
~ 57th and 'fcrd Ave. and with whom a certain 
Dr. Walker was connected. 
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Arbus, Furiel, Kies -Rest 600 Vf. 13th St. Telt Vanderbilt 4-9816, 

Bust WPB, Chanin Building, N.Y.C. 

“ A Vis8 Arbus has several photographs of Tesla 

and was a secretary to him before Kigs Dorothjr 
Skerritt, l.e. before 1912. She has not been 
interviewed except by phone. 
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' Berg# Seigurd (or Slgaund) -'Copenhagen, Dsnmairk, BuBineaaj Purls, Franco; r V^,V 

r ' ,;>:•■*:*.;••*'•■ ' ; : V-•' “ 'H® has not be«n'Interviewed. So® Kp, E. Fiensen 

. of the International Latex Corp., Dover, Del, 
tor information. Mr* Berg was a close friend - 
V* of Tesla in Europe and mentioned other members*' 
' 'of his familyi Mr, Ernest and Hr. Esko Berg.- 

ere found in oorrospondeno® from Kre. B.A» Bhrend 
to Mr. Eenneth Sweety in 1935 and 1934, - 
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• Behrend, Bernard, A* Mrs, - Rond Point, kiken, S.C. phone 136, ' 

' Hr. Behrend and Mrs. Heaviside were very close - 
friends of Dr. Tesla, Krs..Behrend has many 
notes and teohnical data concerning Tesla’s 
work either stored near Boston, Hass 'or air' 

.Aiken, S.C. Hr. Behrend was Chief Engineer ■ : 

' .for Ti'estinghouse and supervised the .. *' ■ ■ * 

construction of a great number of Tesla's - 

. _ '"'motors and generators. He is author of 

"The Industion Kotor" pub. 1921 in whioh a’ ' ~ 
considerable portion is devoted to Tesla’s work. 
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’ Boskan, Slavko, Mr# ^ Engineer and author, Belgrade, Yugoslavia# , - ~y 

Mr# Boskan published a boot in Dresden, ' ** . 

Germany entitled '’Nikola und Ha Sark" in ' 

1932 (Approx) Vx# Boskan was a dose friend of 
^ Mr# Tesla and has considerable engineering * 
'data in his possession according to Mr# Sweety# 
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Denton,Clifford, Mr# - Science Reporter.. Ne7.- York Daily News, 

> - , .-v 220 E# 42nd St. N.Y.C. Mu-2-1234 Ext. 557 ^ 

' y / * Mr# Denton has been present at many of 

^* * * - Dr. Tesla’s press releases and has many notes 

* rogarding the conferences. Ho said that he 
gave most of his data to Mr. Tim. Lawrence of 
- * * the New York Times# r 
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Brown Brothers (Mr. Arthur Brown) 220 Y/# 42 St. Bryant 9-4742. ^.y.C# 

^rcrwn Brothers are photographers and have a 
large number of photos of Tesla and his. 
laboratory equipment from which may bo 
deduced mechanical construction details# 


. *• Curtis, Thomas Stanley - Address: unknown# Author ''Experiments with 

r ' i .High Frequencies currents” . • - 

\ / f > r •'Us Junport^nt to v locatb Kr#' CurLis because'^ 

s V' . r* - '•* ;) ; ' t w- he -discussed many' of Tesla f s problems and‘ 

appears to have tecl'.nical data regarding his 
work. 
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Cramps, Shipbuilding Co. Philadelphia, Pa# ' 

Mr. Crosby, former Soc* of Commerce, and 
Y Mr# Cramps bectcse interested in the radio 

cdhtrolled boat of Dr# Tesla about 35 years 
ago# Negotiations were carried on between 

Dr. Tesla and the above executives* This... 
■}i’- a ' information was furnished by Kr.. Kerr# : 1 - 
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It may bo veil to contact ltr. Crofbyfi 
relative* ^or Mr# Cramps # 
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* *C*ito, ^Julius -.4629 193rd St. Flushing, tong Island. Toll Flushing 7-4711." ^v 1 

, 1'- '- • ’ ' ; •';: ■''' >;; - > -I' Mr. Celto was mentioned to me first by * .' ' v T?-. -. 

Mr. Kosenovloh and later Mr. Spanel had ’ 

.-*. •>• -. '*’Wj'iv*. >.• 
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received his name from Mr. Wm. Lawrence. *•*• 

Mr. Cslto is a machlnest by trade and £;... v?; ;. 
worked for Dr. Tesla as such from 1916 .to ’"V • 

4 « j . 

-^ 1929. ne was particularly concerned with "*■-.*• 

'** the construction of a turbin* and a fountain 
’ . developed for a Mr. Hatmaker.Amon^ other ; v . 

. things* he. worked on an, extractor for ^ 

sulpher from sea water aqd mechanical '*■ 

, .^device for measuring the resistance of a ' v *• -. 
ball bearing. He has little data left .of 

Tesla’s'work but has a very good ■ • ■''~}Z 
taenory. He mentioned the Boston gear 'J-V ;-•* 
works* Mr. Bradley, Mr. Miller, the J- > — 

Zurabach Machinery Co. and Mr. Barney Levi. 

Mr. Cslto's father also worked for — -^..-z -£~ •' 

Dr. Tesla in 1894 ahd was with him at his 

% » 

^.'Houston St. laboratory. Mr. Ctito, Sr. 
aooompanied Dr. Tesla to Colorado Springs 
’' in 1899. Mr. Ceito has a very good memory 

and can furnish additional information.* 

' * * , m 

~JBg has discovered a photograph showing all 
of the employees of the old Tesla laboratory# 

He worked for Dr. Tesla on the development 
of a speedometer for the Waltham "ffatch Co# 

(This information from interview)# - 
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'Clark, Mr. Ceo..H‘ - Re*» 349 E.,49th St. “Tel'i El-5-1603. Busi RCA ~fg. Co. 
'/ ' • ’* , ’ (Library) 25 Beav6r.$t. N.Y.C. Room 314 A* 

Tel* Hanover 2-1829. Ext 123. 

Mr. G.H. Clark was contacted by virtue of a 
.call placed in December to Mr. Oran.Dunlap 
of the RCA Corp. Mr. ^lark has a very 
large collection of personal data pertaining 
to radio pioneers, particularly L'arconi. 

His business has been to collect such data 
in order to assist the prosecution of a suit 
of infrigment against the Marconi patents. 
Ee / l^i r.gver j-ot Dr. Tesla but_he knows of. • 
• iiis iro/^and* i g ' iriterested ‘in collecting 

historical data for preservation# Mr# Clark 
is a friend of i-r# Sweery# 
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Crosby# Former Sec# of Commerce# Tfashington# D# C»(^ddrcss ur.kno*.vn) 

* See Cra-7.ps and Kerr 

• * »* * • - / 

TTetcel, Tailors - 2 E. 44th n. Murry Kill 2-6757. K.Y.C. 

• •? - .. This fira was tailor for Dr. Tesla ' T-. 

‘ throughout most of his life and may have 
information with regard to his friends, . : ^ 

not otherwise listed. . W . 
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French, 'Shriner, and Urner- Shoe Shops..250 Uadison Ave. Uurry Hill 2-0319. - - 

... '••',••• • K.Y.C. 

. Dr. Tesla purchased most all of his shoes free 
^tbis firm for the past 50 years and data may be 
7 gatherer’ fren. their records 6uch as calling '' 

' ?^ iddrosses, etc. • " 
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.Cornels, Fredrick C. 

x - .'“V • - 
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F.3.I. Office Federal Court House 31dg. 12th Floor? 
Eegent 2-2315 / ' t / 

Ur. Cornels .was informed of the possible value 
of Dr. Tesla’s data immediately following his 
death. So far as known, no action*was taken. . 
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Commercial photostat Company* 11th Floor* ’Tfoolworth Sldg. N*Y.£. . -4- 

^ Firm Y/hich r.ado photostats of Tesla patents" for 
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Crane, Ernest R. to contaot call kr. Clark of FCA* 

^' r - - / .• Ur.C rairro knows a great deal about Dr. Tesla’s 

relations with the RCA Company. Vr. Crama % y. 
.was a former employee of RCA* 

, TKT - 

Gilder,' Kodr.an - 108 E. 62nd St. K.Y.C. Butterfield 8-7397. \ — 

- • * ‘ . Son of Richard Watson Gilder, former Fub. ‘of . 

• • • 

• 'Ty Century Uagarlne. Ur. Gilder knows of 6csno ’ 

old Tesla manuscripts and what has happened to 
hi® files of the Century Uagaeine at its 
dissolution. Thi6 name was received fran 
. ■'’• ’ . j. Ucrrin&ton. ■ 

• * —• - 
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Denmark* Lt* 
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1270 6th Ave. Room 811, Circle 6-1484 (restricted number) 

* K.Y.C. U.S. Army Int. G2. / - 

Lt. Denmark and his superiors were notified ' * 

. - " i " . -- . by kr. Spanel and Washington ‘with regard to - 

. Tesla devices. Lt. Denmark was interviewed . 

' ; ■' personally with a group of 4 other officers 

. V - including Ur. Ritchen. ' ‘ 

• ~ ■ , • 

* » ' ^ ^ *. 

- “ .. * . y* . •• 

Kirsch, Leon - r a former draftsman for Tesla - name from kiss Dorothy Skerritt. 
i . This party should be located because he had a 

. lot of confidential data of Tesla’s and made 

. . . ♦ - 

many drawings according to l!iss Skerritt* ] 

w.- .V. • . ; 

fireis# tlllian .parried to. an Austrian by /lame of. DePree about 1914. ♦ -/ J 

• 4# * *?iiss" 'Drevis was' i fcedVet.rj''Jo Dr. “Tesla prilor -V' 1 ' .'•’*! 

.’***■ ^ • to .1912. Her ^prsser.i address is' unknown and * ’ i 

6he was not in good favor with Dr. Tesla, | 

according to Mss Skerritt, the informant. 

Dospassos, John - Attorney, and very good friend of Dr. Teslt. Address unknown. 

.. v Wanted Tesla to 6top the Spanish American War. 

•’ ' .. . * ' Formerly lived In New York. The Gentleman was # ..... 

' v expensively dressed and wore frocked coat 

' similar to Tesla with bright checkered vest. 
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Ead office in vicinity of 200 Broadway, as** 5 ^- 7 j 
late as 1520. Hr* DosPassos'is believed to^Cf 
have engineering data of Tesla’s according." *V- 
to Thonac Byrne* 


DeForrest, pr» Lee- 6190 Bollywood Blvd. Los Calif* **4* 

. /Dr* DeForrest isqHp alive and was a 
..fj*/'.'friend of Dr. Tesla'in the late 90 and • j 

‘ v ‘-‘jaarly 1900’s. - There is a possibility ’ 7 —■' '"' ;:r ‘- I 
-."that Jrie'ttay'be' able to assist in inter- 
- _ preting Tesla’s works.' 
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-■C.>'Dubilier, William -’President of Cornell Duhilier Co., Vahufactyrers of 

.- ’ r’ »• j~ CCondens6rs. Kr. G.E. Clark Informs .‘x 

7/ ...„•- - that lfr., Dubilier .ha6.In his possession ; 

•- *.► ;-/T' " ’some of the original, notes of the 1699 

• . . .. - ^ jsxperir.ents in'Colonxdo Springs. •• 
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FJ^adenburg, i.E. A reporter for .the^Brooklyn Eogle during 1930 who had 

- "• ‘ • “ ntanerous contacts with Tesla with regard - - 

•l "]to Power Transmission. His'present address 
*•. ‘is unknown huthe formerly resided in *' -j ’ • 
: 4 Brooklyn unpil 1934. . ' / • 
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Fittgerald, Vrahcis , A. - Niagara power Commission, Buffalo, N. Y. " 

^ ■ . . . Fr. Fitrgerald, according to a personal ’-’y 

-t interview with Dr.. Te6la, wa6 a'ffriend 
,. iu - of his jjn the A.C. power proposition for 

-V . ^ _ the development of Niagara. He also told u 

*' "me that Wr. Fitrgerald attempted to . - •■* 

*" •. ’^influence the Canadian Power Cocmission in 

.... ..1927 for a project to transmit power without 

-**• . '^'‘~wires. There is a possibility that he may 

.7 * ' i-. :*• •' have some data. ••• : 
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*-^Cernsback, Hugo p Publisher, Nesj 230 West End Ave. Sohhler 4-2130 ^ . 
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•Bust 26 W. Eroadway, : Teli Elector 2-9690. ’/K' 

K -. A Friend or .tesla for.about 36 years. ' 

Published many articles about Tesla during 
191S in the ’’Electrical Experimenter and *' 

■ later in Science and Invention.” Has many 
7 r of Tesla's original manuscripts and photos. 

Believes in all of Tesla’s theories and has 
¥ '.a working Imowledge^of then.* This party ' 

• • s. v oohtacted-Bayeral if^ets ^rior ttf 1 -V.v4 

-**■' ■ Dr.' 0 Tesola's dej^th. Jiri Gernsback attempted 1 

to assist Dr. Tesla personally and appealed 
to Tfestlnghouse for funds in 1933. 
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Hammond, John Eayes, Jr. Gloche6ter, Hass* Tel. 2080 

• : -rr. * V*"* Hanmond, Sr., financed some of 
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Dr. Tesla’s boat experiments and only..X0 
years ago John Kayes Hammond, Jr.' operated 
one of Tesla’s original models. The 
family .has one. of the boats in their 7' 
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.possession no*. ’"'Uuoh tsoimical <Utk oaa' r -^ ! ' ' 
*• 'ho gathered from this souroe. ' ... r :' ,-vJa- 
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Island ..v, ,;■ . - 

Gyroscope Company# '•»• . 
employee Number 5470# '”:'. - ~. w 
•5400 (Restricted number) '*.• ; 

■Ext., 211 • Use any New York Phone# .Name 
■- it7_^fron Csito. This party knows of Tesla’s 
^ laboratory on Long Island "'through the 
laundry driver named Tcany'Wallen. 
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Jlobbe# Octaylous - Springfield 'gardens; Long Island# ' 
^ -»..;j. - -'••* • r s v*'. ,... ^(Has n 9 t [been oontacted) 
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.^cjjosonovich#' STava - Navarro Hotel# apt# 17B. 112 Central' park south# N.'Y.C# 

Tell Clrole 7-7900# Office- Regent 7-4662 
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. "President of the Central European Powers r ' ' 
^^Association and former kinister of Yugoslavia - ’ 

.. .to the U.S# Ur# E# 16 one of the two living 
'.nephews of Dr. Nikola Tesla (see Nikola Trbjevlch) 
Ur# K# Has present in the Hotel New Yorker , 
on the morning foilowiiig Dr. Tesla’s death. - 
Others.present were K.U# Sweety# G.H. Clark# . • 

Ur# JC#*knows of many blue prints'that were 
in the rooms and a black notebook with 
.' several hundred pages containing the last 
* notes’of Dr. Tesla# Ur. E# says that 6ome ...- 
'of the papers were marked "GovernBent'' and 
that Dr. Tesla had told him he had valuable 
‘ information. Ur.* K# is of the opinion that •• 

- it may have been for the Yugoslav Gov’t# - 4 
He says that no will was found. His attorney 
is Ur. Wittenberg. He was appointed heir 
by the Surrogates Court .of New York County# 
ho said that the other nephew waived any V. 

interest# Ur# K. is not in aocord with 

. _ * 

Ur. Fotich# present Ambassador of Yugloslavia 
to U#S#* now in Washington. There is a bit 
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This firm was the patent attorney for 112 of 
the Tesla patents# They also instituted the 
proceedings of the infringement suits for the 
^Westinghouse Company. Hr. ^err knew Tesla 
' very.well and can give considerable data# 

Hr# Cooper# now deceased# was horcever# the *- 
main instigator of the patents for Ie6la# 

.Ur# Cooper left this firm some time ago'and ^ r dv r , 
Tesla apparently took fane of his business^ d--' . 
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, t ..... -;to the mw Cooperjissooiates. Uany of the 
" ^ ■ - '"old patents of Tesla In his own handwriting 
^Tjape available at this office. k r. Byrne _ 

- . has additional information. I am of the* 

-opinion that this firm still ha* a connection ., 
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with Tfestinghouse. 
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I*j Byrne, Thoaa•, J works for Cooper Kerr'and punham (see John ®err above), -{ 
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i*V . Ur# Bynie knew .Tesla" eery well.and also knows 
■' of the o'onneotions with the Union Sulpher" 
l‘\ Ccopnay and v the "turbine for which .see biito. - 
There is a wealth of .information in the r ^'* 
offloe of this oompany regarding the system 
of Power Transmission and any patents on 
^~ x - ’ file which were never issued. Nr. Kerr and 
Ur, Byrne were bontacted before kr. Tesla*a 
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x"';’ ^'^’Itoatiqh (first name unknown) Hew York, Offioial photographer for "the * 

> v' v ,'- rl*^*- '■; * : Yugoslav group. 'Office believed to be .. 

■ J ' : ' — • - jj 35 e, 72nd St. and Residence in Long Island - 

City. He may bf ireaohed through Kegent 7^4662. 
He is a friend of Ur. Kosonovich. • * 
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Rest Belgrad, Yugtalovia at the Tesla Institute. ,.- ^ 

He was a school mate/ of Tesla in Crots*. See 
' the H.Y. Sun of August 27, 1931, . .* 
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Ill Nassau St. N. Y. C. Engineer, workd for Leon Ottingef> . . 

Courtland 7-6500. . - 

JSe was a friend of Hr. J.S. Leach (deceased) 
'fonrerly of Redbank, K. Y. who made electrical '< ! 
'parts for Tesla*s laboratory. He say a that 
..'’he can get informktion regarding Leach's 
” _ relatives and perhaps drawings. • 
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.Levi, Bernard - Haohinest, 2umbach Machinery Co. 134 W. 54 St. N.Y/C. V-• < ^ 

' ; Circle 7-1444 , . 

Received this name from Ctito who 6aid that . 

Levi knew of other work by machir.est6 on v --t 
T esla's equipment. ' 


. . . " • 

# ..Lucan, John - address unknown - presumed to be in. Manhattan. A former % '~ 

,*■ ' jy v . # ^ . Western Union Messenger, boy during June of # '*.i ..*’ v '.. 

6?"^Wr^ta regarding recent 
V ‘vsa^’^ V ' ■’ 7 ^4' dbntaotf by Tesla during his 'services ks a“» / 

messenger. He has cot been located. 

* . - 

♦ ^ * •’ 

I^nch> Arthur* Lived in England’# Relieved to be near London, ncnc deceased/ ‘ 

^ • Family had cor*siGerable correspondence with . 

>*. - .. Tesla regarding transmission of power without • 

? .-V**■ .-• . • wires. . 7 . 
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* /v Lawrence, William. Science Writer, New. ■‘ork Times. 229 W. 43 St. N’.Y.C. 

Lackawanna“4-lC00. Res: 541 E. 72 nd St. - 

“ ■ ' ■ ■ . Rhinelander 4-5538. : '•‘c- - : 
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A. friend of Tesla's for about 25 years. .Baa 
;•' *, much old data regarding Tesla and has talked • 
*£• to him on many oeoasions regarding power 

transmission .and the war effort. Has Assisted 
y greatly.in prodding information for gathering 
'.’ material# etc.' This party was contacted 
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before Dr. ..Tesla's death. 
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, M.C. '..62 Vanderbilt 
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er#Ruth S. The Yugo Sloe Society# 565 5th Ave. Room - 807. Pl-8-0256 
'* ; /v ; /V--'// • .. 'This is the information'center end serves /as 

~sv ■'.*■ ■"■•' ^‘• r: v -/£-\ : ~the publicity'agent for the group. *•'• r’ ■■ .. •-’’•Vv*.' 

Kies E# Oppa also works there and has many - 
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publicity*agent ror tne group 
Kiss E. Oppa also worics there and has many , 
/.'names of Tesla's friends*, j ' - n .\ 






Martin# Octavo. Employee of Hotel New Yorker and friend 'of Tesla. - 
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^'l^jjfathews» Grenville (deceased) wife was Cana Walker# Ket. Star sponsored 

by McComick. The’ family lived in England ^ ; 
until his eath and his wife now resides in . 

. * •• • . a • 

New York. Mr. tatthews was refered to in 
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. . .Tssla's articles for the Telephone and Telegraph..; 

4 : Age for Oct. 1927. Mr. Matthews had correspond 

.‘"^'dence with Tesla on the so-called "Death-Ray". 

..Gena talker has,all pf her husband.'s'data. . ' t 

. . •• ■•.'h ■ J7 »yi*y^ v j 

# Jr. 620 ,90th *>t. N.Y.C. Bus: 6 E. 45th St." /’ * / *'- t *i- 

Jell Vtnderbilt 6-0345. .c ; - -v <4* '•_ * 

.// /•.The Mott family financed Tesla in various */; . 

'• ;'*■’* ventures. They may have some of this data. /; - r. 

'Ford Kvseiit# Detroit# Mich. 1. .. -• -■*'■ 

- " Mr. G 05B ett is associated with a Mr. Blaok 

• ir • *00 . » 

, /. while he 16 ^©n leave, of absence to the Anny. 

Mr.-dJacJc na y te reached regarding some models 
.*;/. / ,•’/of Tesla’# which are understood to be on , z. 

display at the Ford Museum. • . i* • 
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Nathan# Thoma# A. 25 E* 83rd St. N.Y.C. ,/. 

•’' ' •* : • • -' . Ne do not Jcnow what connection this party had 
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Tel* Freeport 2-493. . 

Science editor of the New ^ork Herald Tribune# 
230 W. 41 St.*N.Y.C. Pennsylvania 6-4000. 

Mr. O'Neill has known Dr. Tesla for 40 years. 
r . He has hnd many discussions with him regarding 
‘ /'/ his equipment and. scientific ventures,. He' ' 
interested Dr. Tesla in 1954 and .1935 to . 
present the'matter of national protection 
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_... ' ’ few Contacts and the matter was dropped*. - > *' ' ' 

• ?* ' Mr* O’Heill has notes of 1938 and 1939 wherein 


JDr* Tesla declared he had been topproached by. 
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•r- interview, Dr. Tesla stated that his device 
," would operate over a range of 200-250 mile 6 * 

; Mr* 0 *Heill is of the opinion that Tesla had . ^ 

\c y '. dnusual powers* Mr. Lawrence Is,of the opinion 
^t'hat he ,^°es not lenow what he is talking about* 

O'Neill can furnish ouch additional information*''. 

; %• *- •. >: r }~' ^<■ f &&<": ... , 

‘ " Mass* --*** 

of Dr. Tesla. ^ 
antenna 

sys^m and. has correspondence with Tesla 
eonoerning "wave propagation"• This Infonration 


Rickard,' 'f>r. Creenlief'■hlttler..69 Dalton St. Newton Center#. 
^jrv^C/T^ •'*... V * - r • -«.'• ..■*' ^ Dr. Piokard was a very good friend < 

T ^',‘ . ' • . * ••' Dr. Pickard developed the vertical i 
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should be valuable* 
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^Jarony^^nc• ^photographers# 562 5tix Ave* N#Y*C* "Wis 7A713^ # : 

~ /They have photos of the old Tesla Laboratory and 
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’“'pictures of Tesla to 1914* 
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Parker W* Attorney#* Present address unknown /however he resided in 
Z. . . v Jilanhattan for about 40 years and. Was formerly 

v2T,V 'Li-J'- . - ' .V ^ ^ associated with Cooper Kerr and Durham. * He . 

~was last known ^o be associated with an 
attorney by the name of Bean in Manhattan. ~‘Be 
worked out many of Tesla's details concerning 
Power Transmission and Tesla gave him many 
notes according to Mr. fcerr. ‘ 
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• . “Radosavllevioh# Paul# fi* New York University# Professor# Education Dept 
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Tel* Spring 7- 2000* 

A friend of Teela for 35 years and knows much 




Y-y* - 
^ > 


l' **■ 


'^7 

.of his work with regard to the retina and bile 
r ’ ohemistry* . - • I ^ r 
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* ^ J # 

-■ 7 . pitchen# (first name unknown) Anti-Trust Division# Custodian of Alien 
77 4 -:. Property# 18th Floor# 120 Broadway, K.Y.C. 

•Pegent 2-3582 (restricted number). Mr. Eitahe'tt''-- 
ysup^ ryjj^etf fcba rip.^e agents who /erw»x 

"responsible' for .the sealing of the'*property In - 
the Manhattan warehouse and various hotels. On 
‘Saturday eve., January 10# 1943. This of floe 
worked with Lt. Denmark. ■7 ■ - 
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John Jacob (Lady Ribblesdale). now living in the U*S* -J^’v v " 

; ^ 420 Park'Ave.# Plata 9-6646 ‘ ■ / ’-.T'7yvr'^V < ; - 

‘" Lady Pibblesdale is the Mother of Vincent j4storr^ j 7i:>o : 
,'. - 7.. who financed many of Tesla's developments about .-.v-'. * . 
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Island 'Road,RaoBey* H» v jJ.Bes. Business t Vo del Craftsman ~ V 
- Publication. 'Ramsey, Vew Jersey, Telt Raaeey 519* X 
jThis party knew Dr. Tesla very well sad Z 7 
'. ’ '.talked*to him. adveral .weeks prior to Tesla** ;f v ;^ 
^death. Ee has some plus of Tesla equipment. 
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£vv^~v‘?*se*y, Kenneth* V. 169 Vi It on St. Brooklyn* H. T. Evergreen 9-6309 .. *» * 43 

• **“ -r«- . Kr. Sweety‘has known Dr.'Tesla for approximately 

-15 years. Ee beoamea~elos6 confident of his 
non many things anddid a very notable work in „tr 
19S5 when he arranged for a collection of 100 
*•/ -letters frcmvarioua scientific authorities ^*^’7: 
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oonaemorating Tesla's 75th birthday. Ur. Sweety —f-l&H 
wrote many articles about Dr. Tesla and has 
some bid clippings and miscellaneous data 
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Including several books detailing Tesla*s work 
L * "Sweety corresponded with Vr. Boekan and - 
Behrand.'" He is a friend of Kr. Clark. . 
Sweety would like to write a book of 
TejSla*e life and had spoken be with Dr. Tesla 
regarding it. l oontaoted Kr. Sweety several ' 
-^7 we ok s before Dr. Tesla’s death. (Kuch 
infomation ban be obtciited here). 
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Charles P. Instructor. of Blectrioal Engineering, Yale 

f * ' - • ‘ University,“5ew Haven, Conn.' 

Scott Iras K .friend of Tesla for about 
“ Ee worked as an electrician with 
the 
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days and knows a great 

about his work.; Prof.“ Scott and Te6la 

, . k - * ■ • 

enjoy olose. friendship during recent 
years beoause Prof. Seott eould not understand 
in full, all of Tesla*s work. Vore 
<i information can'be obtained here.' 
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$ohefff#*.Gebkge# Kra.'219 Grant Terrace,'Varoneok, Hi ,Y. x 

Urs. Scherff was the auditor for Tesla for ~ 
many years and has muoh information to give* 
She has information concerning Tesla’s personal 
things and teohnical data and oan provide 
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CC-247 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

-Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Pennington^ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm, 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


June 8, 1949 7 p « nn 

/ Mr. Quin: 

MEMORANDUM FOR HR. WHITSOnH* Mr. Ne*s 

0 > Mi • a G«n< 

HE: SAva H. KOsANOYIC _ 

JUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR TC ThE US 
INTERNAL SECURITT - R 
(Bureau file 65-47953 ) 

AU information contain© 

This memorandum is submitted to incorporate all the pertinent' - * 
references in the Bureau files concerning tne entitled individual who is 
toe Yugoslav Ambassador to tne United States. 

A case was opened on this individual when information was 
received that Kosanovic had taken possession of tne scientific papers 
'of his uncle, Nlkola^/Tesia , tne internationally known inventor. Subsequent 
investigation determined tnat Kosanovic had turned over the possession of 
tnese scientific papers to tne Alien Enemy Custodian in New York City. 

(65-47953-X1 & Serial 3 & 4) 


sava i<. ‘lO sane vie was interviewed in eitner April or Kay, 1948, for 
tne purpose of ascertaining whetner or not tne Serbian National Federation snouid 
be required to register under tne Foreign Agents Registration Act. 
v * (97-13*0-1Vtt, pg.5) 

Pertinent information concerning this individual has been properly 
forwarded to tne State Department by separate letters. 


Tne main file on Eosanovic contains only two reports, one of which 
was sent to the Attorney General by letter dated December 13, 1943, (otner 
report not pertinent). This case is currently in a pending status. J} 

6/^ 

r c 

C. J. Myrtle 

... / 


cc - Mr. naan 

cc - Mr. Fletcher • • //■ V ' •' 

cc - Whitson 

cpiir,^rtle . ' ' 

CJMMua - THIS MEMORANDUM' IU~F0R "ADMTNISTRATiVE™FDRP68fiS 

wy n » I uu i 

TO BE~©ESTRG¥ED AFTER ‘ACTTOtT TS TAICElt-' AND--NOT-SENT- TO^FJiES 
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Office Memo "vndum 

JmS 4 


UNITED SV TES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


The Director 
D. *■: 



!. Ladd 

o 

SUBJECT: e A y A N . KOSANOVIC 

I'TLUN/J, SECURITY - YU 
Bureau File 65-4 7 953 


ALL IKFUKXATIKJ CCNTAlKrl 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
date v-ft-a* 




Reference is made to my memorandum dated -larch 29, 1950, 
relating to telephone inquiry fcy the Yugoslav Ambassador Sava 
N. Kosanovic as to the possibility of obtaining a cory of a micro¬ 
film copy of the technical papers of theO-ate Ilikola^Tesla, world- 
famous scientist who died in New York in 1943. 

Kosanovic claims to have been a nephew of Tesla and.is 

known to have tried to obtain these oaners at the time of Tesla's 

* * 

death. However, they were taken over at that tine by the Alien 
Property Custodian. If any copies were made of these papers, they 
were made fcy the Office of the Alien Property Custodian which tool: 
possession of Tesla's papers in 1943 or the Department of the Army 
which was interested in copying Tesla’s notes in 1945* The Army's 
\ interest apparently was developed fcy a young scientist named 71-oyce 
XYUtsgeraH* who had been a protege of Tesla and one cf % is few 
confidants. Fitzgerald, who knew that Tesla had be in endeavoring 
to pirfoct t'■ : rirelcrr irrns'-iissiin cf s? ?otr:lcal current, one cf 
t-v basic concerts involved in the production of ?. "Death Fcy" 
h.cd subsequently entered the Army, and in October, 1945, appeared 
at our Per York Office, together ?ith thr^e other members cf the 
United States Army, to request our assistance in obtaining access 
to Tesla' 1 s paper? rrhich were stored in a warehouse of the :>.nhettan 
Storage Company. Fitzgerald and his associates were referred, at 
that time, to the Alien Property Custodian r hich was reported to 
have made an investigation of Tesla*s belongings following the 
letter's death. 


Traey_ 
Mar bo 


Tala. Ron 


(MaCj 
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Although the Office of Alien Property or the Department 
of the '.my night b>c able to furnish a ccpy of Tesla's papers to 
Kosanovic, it is not believed th.it the I'BI should facilitate his 
search for this material, which elthoun possibly of r.o present 
v.lue froi a rational Defense standpoint, could still conceivably 
bi of assistance to the Yugoslav Government. 

copies destroyed 
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thn attached 
; e r*'cues* s, 


letter explaining that y?? hc.ve never 
be sent to *.t. Kos novic. 


2. That the attached 
then tc make further inquiry at 
advising that firm that we have 
allegedly claim, be forvrr.rded. 


memo to the Ner York Office, instructing 
the 1,’anhattan Storage Company and 
no co: y of Tesla's papers as they 




I 




V*«AM> FORM NO. 64 



• *> 


Office Memorandum 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Director, FBI 


DATE: April 17, 1950 


R.OM 


• SAC, New York 

6 

SUBJECT: SAVA N. KQSANOVIC 


) 


TRf 

JLA* 


TERNAL SECUhITY-YU 


(Bufile 65-47953) 


Eebulet dated April 3 last 


At l INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED, 
PATE 7 B'&sOam. 


Oh April 7, 1950 agents of this office interviewed Ur. J.V. POTTS, 
7ice President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storage Company, 52nd Street 
!c 7th Avenue, New York City, and at that time POTTS advised that the 
rules of his firm required that all persons gaining access to goods stored 
by Manhattan first had to fill out an appropriate form setting forth their 
names, date of visit, and reason for requesting access to the goods. 


In a, review of the file pertaining to the storage of the effects of 
NIKD£A^±SSLA> ML. PO t TS revealed that only one such visit had been made by 
persons outside of the management of Manhattan Storage itself. This one 
occasion took place on January 26 and 27, 1943# at which time representatives 
of the Alien Property Custodian made a thorough review of the entire effects 
of the TESLA estate. 

The TESLA effects are stored in rooms 5J and 5L of Manhattan Storage's 
warehouse at 52nd Street & 7th Avenue, New York Q£ty. MR. MICHAEL KING, who 
stated he had been Floor Supervisor for approximately 10 years on the floor 
in question, stated that he could recall only one. occasion in early 1943 
when an examination was made of the TESLA effects. He stated that at that 
time numerous photographs were taken by the examiners. His description of 
the equipment used would tend to show that a microfilm reproduction was made 
of some of the papers of the deceased scientist, -if:. KING added that several 
of the group making the examination wore U.S., Navy uniforms, and during the 
two days required to complete the examination the civilian assistants in the 
group were identified to him only as "FEDERAL AUTHDKITIES n . According to lit. 
KING, no other instance of microfilming of the records of the TESLA estate has 
taken place since that time. 
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It should be noted that the Bureau was informed of the examination men¬ 
tioned above by New York letter (with attachments) dated October 17, 1945* 
entitled iNKNOKK SUBJECT; SAVA^fcSANOVICH; Experiments L Research of NIKOLA 
TESLA (Deceased), Espionage-i!. 


cc: 65-12290 


Elite JJC • 

ld£-£39$t 







Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 105-1391 





MR. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by iianhattan Iron 
SAVA N» EDSANOVICH, nor had Manhattan informed him, in any way, that an ex¬ 
amination of the 1ESLA effects had been made by anyone. In fact, added MR. 
POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has been in the 
form of bills for storage • 


MR. POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would 
of necessity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiries have been made. 

Interviewing agents explained to i!Ii. POTTS that the examination made, 
as mentioned above, was not instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination. 

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 
a closed status, and no further investigative action is contemplated by this 
office. CLOSED. 
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NT. 100-81741 . 



Clerical Employee 


Duties: General clerical work* 


Rcsidonco: 




New York City 


ACTIVITIES OF CONSULATE EMPLOYEES 


'ormatxon 


Unless other sources are accredited, all inforraaj 
appearing in this report was received from Confidential Ihforman - 
However, it is pointed out that a considerable amount of the inform^ 
received from this informant is quite old and was not set out in previous 
re xjrts due to the unavailability of a Serbo-Croatian translator at the 
time* 



On L947, 

of ^^^HHHand aske 
hat were stored al^n^K^Hlav Relief 
articles had been used in an exhibition, 
as they were all packed but state^that 
things after the Yugoslav shipHHIHlc 



On July 26, 1947 




v/ as in contact with 
to give him a list of the 1 things 
puse for the Consulate* The 
did not know the list inasmuch 
would civo him a list of the 


appointment he had withi 


was reported to be 
js^JJer^ork, contacted 
fto go aboard 




iVfitvi 



On July 28, 1947,l^^^^^^con tacted^| 

n, whore he 
also mentioned 
, aioa in th^war. 

n had tw^iephew^.n America, on^HH^ and 
(phonetic)* HBHHfls then askedflH^^^rto 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, BUFFALO 



date: 8/20/76 



(RUC) 
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Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, dated 7/13/76. • 

Enclosed for the Bureau are six (6) copies of an 
LHM, captioned "NIKOLA TESLA MONUMENT, NIAGARA FALLS, NEW 
YORK," Which is self-explanatory. One copy iSj.being 
designated for Legat, Ottawa for information.^Ewo copies 
are being furnished to New York, one to Newarkfor information 
since they had previous interest in this matter, and one copy 
to WFO for information because/of U. S..and Yugoslav 
dignitaries who attended the unveiling^of the monument. 

Nothing adverse came to ^.fehe attention of this 
, _ office concerning the dedication.of the Nikola Tesla 

Monument which was a bicentennipi gift from the Yugoslav 
Government to the United State^, Diplomatic representatives 
from the United States, Yugoslavia and Canada reportedly 
attended the affair. No further inquiries being made at 
Buffalo and it is closing its case administratively. L I 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
August 20, 1976 


NIHQLAJfTESLA- 
MONUMEXjT / 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 





An article appeared in the "Buffalo Evening News," 
a daily newspaper published in Buffalo, New York, on July 24, 
1976, which in part contained the following information: 

The article was captioned "Dignitaries Unveil 
Statue of 'Genius' Tesla." 

The article contained information that NIKOLA 
TESLA was the inventor of the alternating current and the 
first man to successfully transmit electric power. The 
background of TESLA set out in the article revealed that he 
arrived in New York City in 1884 with four cents in his 
pocket and plans for an airplane and a book of poetry. 

In 1888, he invented a system to make the transmission of 
alternating current practical, at 37 was a millionaire 
but died at the age of 88 in New York City alone and 
penniless. 





The statue, approximately nine feet high, was 
erected on Goat Island, a site which is located on the 
property of the New York State Park and Recreation Department. 


The article revealed that more than a thousand 
people listened to FRANK G. ZARB, Federal Energy Administration, 
representing President FORD, and Dr. IVO MARGAN, President of 


the Socialist Union of Croatia 
President TITO, as both pulled 
foot high statue of TESLA. 



representing Yugoslavian 
the cord unveiling the nine 
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NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 


The sculpture was created by Yugoslavian FRANO 
KRSINIC and was the bicentennial gift of the Yugoslavian 
people to the United States. Both of the above men read 
official greetings from their presidents and exchanged 
pledges to continue good will and friendship between the 
two countries. 

The article, stated that following the unveiling, 
a reception-luncheon was held for several hundred persons 
at the Parkway-Ramada Inn, Niagara Falls, New York. Mr. 
ZARB toasted the Yugoslavian delegation which was answered 
by that country's Ambassador to the United States, DIMCE 
BELOVSKI. 



According to the article, there was a bit of 
diplomatic byplay between Mr. ZARB and Ambassador 
BELOVSKI during the ceremonies. In his remarks at the 
statue unveiling, Mr. ZARB included an appeal to Yugoslavia 
to stop all harassment of Americans visiting that country. 

In responding to Mr. ZARB's toast at the luncheon, 
the Ambassador gave assurance that his country wants American 
visitors and will welcome them. 

According to the article, some observers thought 
that the Yugoslav release of an American held for the past 
seven months was timed to coincide with the unveiling of the 
statue. 

The tribute to TESLA was sponsored by several 
Yugoslavian groups in cooperation with the Niagara Mohawk 
Power Corporation, Westinghouse, and the New York State 
Park and Recreation Commission. 

* • 

An article appearing in the "Niagara Falls Gazette," 
a daily newspaper published in Niagara Falls, New York, 
Captioned "Zarb Calls for Energy Independence for U. S." 
the article dealt with the unveiling of the Nikola Tesla 
Monument and stated that accompanying the Yugoslavian 
Ambassador to the ceremonies on July 23, 1976, were Dr. 

PAVLE SAVIC, President of the Academy of Science of Serbia, 






! 





NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 


and VASA VESKOVIC, Yugoslavian Consulate General in New 
York City. 

f 

An article appeared in the "Niagara Gazette" on 
July 24, 1976, captioned "Aide Almost Missed Event." The 
article in part indicated that friendship and cooperation 
between the United States and Yugoslavia was the theme of 
the day as that nation dedicated a statue of NIKOLA TESLA 
on July 23, 1976. 

% 

The friendship was personalized when a Yugoslavian 
• tried to cross the border from Canada to the United States 
to attend the dedication without a visa. 

The individual was GOJKO SEKULOVSKI, who was in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, as the Chairman of the Olympic 
Commission of Yugoslavia. He also happens to be the 
Assistant Secretary.of State for Foreign Affairs in that 
country. 

i 

He did not have an American visa and almost 
missed the unveiling of the statue. 

Fast thinking on the part of representatives of 
the Niagara Frontier State Park and Recreation Commission 
sent an official car to take the dignitary across the 
border, which saved the day. 

In the "Niagara Falls Gazette" on July 24, 1976, 
there appeared an article concerning the unveiling of the 
statue which indicated that Dr. BOGDAN MAGLICH was Chairman 
of the Yugoslavian-American Bicentennial Committee and was 
a speaker at the affair. Dr. MAGLICH also serves as 
President of the Fusion Energy Corporation, Princeton, 

New Jersey. Dr. MAGLICH eulogized the inventor TESLA 
and stated "only America could have taken a giant of Tesla's 
stature., embraced him and provided him the means he needed 
to bring his talent to its best use of humanity." 





NIKOLA TESLA 

MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 


Established sources, whcr have furnished reliable 
information in the past and were in a position to observe 
the commemoration of the Tesla Monument, stated that no 
adverse information came to their attention concerning the 
dedication of the statue on July 23, 1976. 
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SAC, ChicagofTiOO-lBljOO 

^i&irector, 




QOSLAV OONSULAte GENERALI CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
INTERNAL SECURTTI - TU /TvO^ 



T 

I 


- "-.X 


v v, *-.*W ./t. » 


\0 



ToL»on_ 

Udd 


Attached is the translation which you requested by letter 
dated January 22, 1903. 

The contents thereof, where pertinent, must be reported 
under appropriate captions and afforded whatever investigative 
attention ^is necessary. 


- Disposition of the foreign language material submitted in 

t " this connection is set forth below: 




Returned herewith 
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Item No. 1: 

This announcement by the American Yugoslav Committee invi tes 

all Americans of Jugoslav descent in the Chicago area to attend a com¬ 
memoration affair to be held at Kordovan Hall, 1602 South Racine Avemxj 
Chicago, Illinois, on November 16, 1?52, at 3 P.V., in observance of 
the 9th anniversary of the founding of the Yugoslav Republic. Representa¬ 
tives of the F?RY, continues the announcement)will spea : at this affair. 
Ihe Tamburica orchestra "Jadran" (Adriatic) will furnish the music and 
the Slovene Singing Society "Prance Presereri" will appear cn the program. 


F 

y 



The following paragraph in the announcement appears in bold 

face tjrpe: 

pL p 

"It labour desire to have the friendship between our new 
homeland and our^homeland - Tugoalwvia - deepened and strengthened still 
more, because this will be to the benefit of the peoples of both 
countries. It is our duty as Americans of Yugoslav descent to help 
as much as we can in this sense. Our celebration of the Day of the 
Republic is dedicated precisely to this end." 



This mutilated Tetter is datelined Chicago, December Id, 
19i>2, and i3 addressed by Consul YOZH MO RAVE C to the Slovene Emigra¬ 
tion Society (Slovensko Jseljenisk'' T'atica) in Ljubljana, Slovenia, 
and reads in substance as follows: 

MORAVEC advised that he was on a visit to Cleveland several 
weeks ago and that on this occasion he spoke to several members cf 
the Central Committee for a Slovene Concert Tourl f-Slcvene Octet ). 
Although the preparatory work is going along fine, continues MORAVT'C, 
there are certain difficulties stemming from the (Slovene ^migration) 
Society which directly hamper this work and which can easily bring 
about the failure of the octet .r even bring into question the octet's 
arrival in the U3. Most of the difficulties MORAVEC attributes to a 
lac;: of understands ng on the part of the above-named -lovene Sc-ciet” 
of the "American situation." 


"In the first place," says VORAVKC, "it is necessary to 
emphasize that this tcur by the octet IS NOT being organized by SATil, 
but rather by the Central Committee in Cleveland, which is a completely 
separate' body from 5ANo ani works independently. Tiiis comri ttee ir 
neutral; it belongs to no politic!] movement and an atternt has been 


TRANSLATED RY: 
MIKi OL77 Cdrpab 
rehruary 3, 1993 
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munt ra, er return then an.] consequently -he entire proceiure, 
from the local people's committee right up t'* the Ministry of Interior, 
has to be repeated. In the reports concerning the Consular -Service 
we constantly made reference to this problem and begged the Ministry 
of Interior to verify the accuracy of documents (at least the crude 
errors which anyone can detect)j the situation has now improved some¬ 
what, but the problem of slowness still remains in sending documents 
so that in urgent cases we are forced to expedite the matter by tele¬ 
gram. 



fe. U. Apropos* the conve 

the proposal to the Personnel 5 
asking for authorisation to hi 
clerk at the Consulate (she was 
come from Hercegovi na i s 
position she ea 



ation with the ambassador we sent 
tlon of the Mini stry of Interior 

as a second female 
n tne u.s^whOe her parents 
is ndw visiting th^HmpIn her present 
month for a 5*«Uy week^onsequently, she 


oan be authorised^startiw' salary of at least this much. Before 
(approaching talked to five other female elerks 

some because the^earaec^fcre money in their present positions than 
we can give them, sane for other reasons, turned down the offer. 

The present female clerk we shall be able to release only after 
another one la hired and broken in and after we find another female 
clerk to replace the present one. We remind yon that t 
had less work in past years and ye^had^ij^addi tion 
atl ll another male c If.r> ( fo rmer' flH^HHVrhile during 1951 it 
was 




5. The problem of purchasing a house for the Consulate 

from before. ..e are now paying -i&OO a month for the Consulate 




f the Consul General, a total of 
e took an interest invar! ous "jojjses a 
rtained that for $60,000, wmld* get 


' n’ j200 for the residence 
which means J?200 a year, 
which were for sale and ascerta 

a building for the Chancery, thq residence of the Consul General 
and one or two small rooms in sedition. If the offer for purchasing 
a house were to be accepted, we/would forward concrete proposals for 
your consideration. We remind you that the present premises of the 
Consulate are small (we need atj least one more room) and conseoucntly 
this too would be settled by the purchase of a house* 


~j~o 


Item No. 12: 

A routine memo concerning the personal correspondent* of 
the late ffrKffl~fl«TE5LA. and the possibility of purchasing the same from 
unidentified owner (name illegible). There is also a notation to the 
effect that - " ” PAL ANDACIC h as only receipts of the money wild ch he sent 
TESLA as aid 1 / f //, 


Item No. 13* 

The first page.of item no. 13 is insufficiently 
render intelligible translation. 


legible to 
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Thi * wiJJ - •cknowledge your latter of June 9th 



Dr. Hike 
Office of Alien 

0 - ' * 


to your 
impounded# 
of the 


his death# by 
of Justice 


Sincerely yours# 

A A Ke% • 

• « 

Clarence K. Kelley 
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oberotofy ___ 
Ion. & Evq|. __ 
see. Idv. _ 


'flirting _ 

cI Coun. . 
•pKon* Rn. _ 


The 



Attention i—S usan H» Hauoerf? £C 27 _, _ ^~ r , ^ ^ 

i: ** 11-1 ^ i> *7 ■ - SJfl 

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a' \S 

world famous electrical inventor# and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 

Since Tesla* s death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
inquiries about the disposition ofhhis technical__pa£ers. 

The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiriesT 
Bufiles contain no information identifiable wi^h Jj^puest^jrs 
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the INSTITUTE OF 
ELECTRICAL AND 
ELECTRONICS 
ENGINEERS, INC. 
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ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT SOCIETY 


cM 27 m 


Please address reply 


^CfUT 


git® SOURCE |^(p 
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Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Sir, 




V 


Mi 


As a member of the rFTRTg I receive and read a considerable volume 
of Institute material. The current issue of our Engineering Management 
Society Newsletter carriesjiir&print of an artivle from another society 
newsletter entitled: " Nikola jFea la i-Th e Greatest Inventor of all Time?". 
In my opinion (having some knowledge of electrical engineering~hrstory) 
it is overly lauditory, but worse than that it implies suppression of 
his electro-technical work by our government. 


The third from last paragraph states: "At his death, in 1943, what 
papers he did have were confiscated by the FBI. These papers remain 
sealed from the general public to this date. Their contents are totally 
unknown, nor lias it been revealed whether the U.S. Government has made 
use of them." 

Personally, I do not believe this and I would like to refute the 
statement. Please let me know whether the statement is true axxi if so 
what disposition hap been made of the papers. The quotation does not 
say what type j^^Tvere confiscated. I am not concerned here with his 
ideological views (I don't know what they were), only with those relat¬ 
ing to electricity. 



Thank you. 










July 25, 1983 



Dear Mr. Ellenberger: 1 

Your June 27th letter to the FBI requesting 


information concerning Dr. Nikola Tesla was referred to roe 
for reply. 


Exac AO Adm. 
Extc AD Inv. _ 
Exac AO LES . 
Asst. Dir.: 
AJm. S«rvs. 

Crim. Inv. _ 

Idfnl. - — 
Insp. ■ _ 


Intel I. 
Lab. „ 


Legal Coon. 

Off. Ctng.^l ^ 4- 
Public Af7s. 

Rac. Mgnt. 

Tech. Sarvs. 
Training - — 


Talaphan# Re». . 
Director's Sec'y 


On January 26 and 27, 1943, Federal authorities made 
a thorough review of the effects of Dr. Tesla to determine 
if any ideas of significant value to the United States war 
effort could be found. His effects were examined at the Man¬ 
hattan Warehouse and Storage Company at 52nd and 7th Avenue, 

New York, New York, where they apparently were taken after 
his death. Participating in this examination were represent¬ 
atives from the New York and Washington Offices of the Alien 
Property Custodian, the Office of Scientific Research and 
Development at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the 
Office of Naval Intelligence, and United States Naval Research. 
The FBI did not participate in this examination. 0/1//// 

wvnWg DE-707^7 ~O - /£77/ 

It was the conslxiered opinion of a spokesman of those 

examiners "that there exist among Dr. Tesla's papers and posses¬ 
sions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealed 
methods or devices, or actual apparatus which could be of 
significant value to this country or which would constitute __ 
a hazard in unfriendly hands." There was thought to tre~iro“‘ 
technical or military reason why further custody of the property,., 
should be retained, and in February, 1943, the papersSSSpparentiy 

were released to Mr. Sava N. Kosanovic, Dr. Tesla's nephew an d. _ 

the administrator of his estate. Mr. Kosanovic's addre p srff’ atT~ 
that time was 112 Central Park South, New York, New York. 
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Our files do not reveal any pertinent information 
on the Tesla materials since the 1940s, and their current 
whereabouts or condition is unknown. 


Sincerely, 



t 



Roger S. Young 

Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 


- Mr. Enclosure 

NOTE: Reply discussed with^UH^J^^^FOIPA, RMD, who has 

handled similar requests for^^Tform^non in our files concerning 
Dr. Tesla. In numerous previous responses, we have said that 
the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
impounded Dr. Tesla's papers after his death. However, the 
Office of Foreign Litigation, Civil Division, indicated that 
Dr. Tesla's papers are not in their possession and may, in 
fact, have been turned over to Tesla's nephew and the adminis¬ 
trator of his estate, Sava N. Kosanovic, in February, 1943. 
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Explanations a 

.. Authoriti** for form* of names are the Library of Congress and 
the Wilson Company bibliographical indexes. Exception is made to the 
authorized form when the shortened form of a name is better known: 
eg.. Monty Woolley instead of Edgar Montillion Woolley. If the full 
name is not given in the heading it will be found in the sketch itself. 

After the name, pronunciation is given if the name is difficult, and 
hen the date of birth as fully as possible. The date of death is given for 
those who have died. The occupation of the subject follows. Next conies 
the sketch itself, followed by a list of references for further study. These 
include magazine and newspaper references (in one alphabet) and books. 
Jt the person is not living, references are made to obituaries in news¬ 
papers and magazines. Only books of an autobiographical or biographical 

Ss ,r *i^r e . ! nc uding such we)l known reference works as Who's 
Who, Who s Who in Amtrica. etc. 

form T ?L m j!« <!p ^■ C,e , S Under are in abbreviated 

ihlTI T t f* Per ' odlCa, . and Newspaper Abbreviations'* for complete 
mie). I he form of entry is as follows: Sat Eve Post 56:78-9 S '39 por. 
1 his means that an article supplementing our sketch will be found in 

fumb^r* Pages 78-9, in the September 1939 

abbreviation for means that the article is accompanied 

ln l h cas * of "‘wspapers, the name of the paper is fol- 
lowed by pacing and date. 

When a name in a sketch is followed by **• a biography of that person 
1 f £J? d f ,n ,he 1940 , C “ r ""f Biogrofhy Yearbook published to De- 
T'Z}?*;’ f0r .?. IWme foll ° wed b 7 see the 1941 Current Biography 
raphy°° k ' *° r * name *** index in the December 1942 Current Biog- 

.. »^^». »J? , edited to various studios and not obtained from 

SSfaSCrtoiTewYorka,y° bUintd ^ A,,0cia,io "' Inc ' 
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SMITH. IDA B. WISE—ConhWd 
References 

Christian-Evangclist p 423-4 Ap 16 *42 

Lit Digest 121:33 Je 13 *36 por 

N Y Times IV p2 Ag 31 *41 por 

Newsweek 16:40 Ag 19 *40 por 

Time 29:55 Mr 1 *37 por; 39:51 Mr 2 
*42por;39:12 Je 15*42 

Who’s Who in America 1942-43 

v^STAUSS. EMIL GEORG^VON (shtous 
' fon) Oct. 6, 1877—Dec.(?) * 1942 German 
state councilor and a Vice-President of the 
Reichstag; former director of the Deutsche 
Bank in charge of its oil interests. 

Obituary 

N Y Times pl7 D 12 *42 

V^YKES. CHARLES H(ENRY) Nov. 12. 
f 1882—-Dec 19, 1942 Nationally known as Oie 
newspaper cartoonist, •'Bill** Sykes; drew 
famous war cartoons for the First and Second 
World Wars; editorial cartoonist of the 
Evening Public Ledger of Philadelphia from 
, its founding in 1914 until its suspension in 
January 1942. 

Obituary 

N Y Times p44 D 20 ’42 

-XjESLA, NIKOLA (tesla) July 9. 1856— 

• • Jan. 7, 1943 One of the world’s greatest 
electrical inventors .and designers; American 
citizen of Greek origin; worked with Edison; 
credited with many “epic making" inventions 
since, he came to the United States in 1884; 
in his old age claimed to have invented a 
>“death beam” powerful enough to destroy 
10,000 airplanes at a distance of 250 miles and 
to annihilate an army of 1,000,000 soldiers 
instantaneously. 

Obituary 

N Y Times pl9 Ja 8 *43 por 

"^TINNEY, CAL(VIN L.) Feb. 2, 1908- 
Radio commentator 

Address', b. c/o Mutual Broadcasting System, 
1440 Broadway, New York City 

Since August 1941 Cal Tinney’s slow Texas * 
drawl and homespun humor, with intimate, 
folksy interpolations, have been heard over 
the Mutual network in Sising up the News 
each Monday and Wednesday evening from 
8:00 to 8:1$ p. m. Tinneys colloquialisms, 
which the folks "back home" chuckle over— 
his "just-between-you-and-me, ain’t it the 
truth ?” "it shore is” method—has captured 
many a listener bored with the formal, polished, 
or cut and dried comments of other news¬ 
casters. 

But there has been more to Tinney titan 
his mannerisms. Speaking usually as a repre¬ 
sentative of what the "common man” thinks 
about affairs at home and abroad, he has taken 
more than one direct and shrewd pot shot, 
left of center, at stuffed shirt policy, the doings 
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of Big Business, politicians who coddle Fascism 
at the expense of democracy under high-sound¬ 
ing tenns of Americanism, etc It is not 
surprising that the sandy-haired young man 
from, the West has occasionally found him¬ 
self in hot water. Objections have at times 
been made to the FCC on the "character of 
the broadcaster’s utterances.” But Tinney has 
apparently survived the allegations against him. 
Since he currently continues his bi-weekly 
talks. 

The outspoken homespun philosopher, who 
has become a kind of Will Rogers columnist 
of the air, was bom February 2, 1908 on 
a ranch in Pontotoc County, Oklalioma. His 
family, however originally came from Texas, 
where his grandfather, a rugged individualist, 
had strange politics for those parts. "My 
grandfather was a Texas Republican," Tinney 
says sadly,. "and they shot him. Seems he 
exploited his sentiments one Saturday night 
in a bar room. Ever since then my Pop has 
been a Democrat." So has the son and, judging 
by his broadcasts, a fervent New Deal-support¬ 
ing one 

After attending the Oklahoma public schools 
Tinney enrolled at the Murray State School 
of Agriculture in Tishomingo, Oklahoma. 
There, however, his education lasted only two 
weeks. "I never did stay there long enough 
to find out whether it was a high school or 
college,” he says. Young Tinney apparently 
decided he could get a better schooling by 
traveling and seeing the world at first hand. 
For some years he tramped around, often as 
an ordinary seaman aboard freighters off for 
foreign ports. He was a newspaperman of 
sorts, also, and found jobs in Shanghai and 
Paris. His work in the pre-War French 
capitat was rewriting material found in English- 
printed newspapers. “It was easy,” Tinney 
explains. “All you had to do was change 
words like lift to elevator, and caretaker to 
janitor." 

After getting his education by travel, Cal 
Tinney settled down in Oklahoma to edit a 
country paper, and began to advertise it over 
Station KVOO at Tulsa. That was in 1932. 
His humorous, drawling voice soon became 
more popular than his gazette. So he gave 
up his job as an editor, but since 1934 he has 
written a weekly feature, "Man of the Week," 
for the McNaught Syndicate. He is the 
author, also, of a book called Is It True What 
They Say about London f a Non-Partisan 
Portrait (1936). When Tinney turned to 
radio for a living, his voice was heard, suc¬ 
cessively, on the March of Time (1932), the 
Voice of America (1933), and the Maxwell 
House Show Boat program (1934). From 
1937 to 1939 he was on the Vanity Fair fea¬ 
ture, and from 1939 to 1940 on Youth vs. Age. 
That year he originated, but did not appear 
on. Stop Me If You Heard This One. 

Tinney is married to Mary Maxine Noble. 
The couple have two sons, David N. and 
Scott 

It was in 1940 that Tinney hit on the idea 
of a folksy newscast and tried it out in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Farm listeners chuckled, appre¬ 
ciated a commentator who spoke their own 
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SfRED Ambassadors 

i 

Sava^iCosanovich of ^Yugoslavia 




By Bocdan^Uditsa 


This is the first in a serifs of profiles of the Red 
Amhassadorx who represent the several Soviet satellite 
governments in Washington. Others will follow shortly. 


F amiliar u they ire with the blasts 
of Vishinsky and Molotov, most 
Americans are not aware that some of 
the most fervid tirades against "U.S. 
imperialism" delivered in this country 
come, from an officially accredited am¬ 
bassador. Sa^Cosanovich, a wiry, red- 
dish-haired man in his early fifties, 
represents Tito in Washington and in 
the United Nations. He travels all over 
this country making speeches in praise 
of the "new progressive democracy" in 
the Balkans, denouncing "Anglo-Amer¬ 
ican reaction" and helping to form front 
groups for Tito. Incidentally, the Amer¬ 
ican ambassador in Yugoslavia cannot 
even move around Belgrade without 
special permits and a guard of secret 
police agents. * 

From Kosanovich’s speeches at Lake 
Success and elsewhere, it would appear 
that everything in Yugoslavia before 
Tito came to power was reactionary or 
Fascist. Yet, when he was touring 
America during the war, he used to in¬ 
troduce himself as a "member of the 
democratic government of His Majesty 
King Peter the Second." 

Kosanovich is ^ restless man—his 
face and hands seem to be always agi¬ 
tated and moving. He is a cultured man 
with a long background in liberal, 
democratic movements. But he is a man 
of strong ambitions, who was willing 
to betray his own.past and his closest 
friends for those ambitions. 


In an Embassy which is more of a 
propaganda bureau than a diplomatic 
office, Kosanovich is only the front man 
for the Cominform’s schemes in Amer¬ 
ica. The real power in the Embassy is 
held by members of the Communist 
Party and the secret police, OZNA, just 
as its real policy is directed from Mos¬ 
cow through Belgrade. Though Kosa¬ 
novich repeats the Moscow line, he is 
not yet one of the inner circle. 

I first met Kosanovich in the fall of 
1941 in the United States, where he had 
come with some members of the exiled 
Royal Yugoslav Government, represent¬ 
ing Croatia, Serbia and Slovenia. The 
tragicomic adventures of that royal mis¬ 
sion in America centered around the 
battle between those who wanted Yugo¬ 
slavia, after its liberation from the 
Nazis, to become a democratic federal 
union, and those who demanded a Yu¬ 
goslavia which would be a Greater Ser¬ 
bia administered on the old prewar 
pattern. The grim outcome was that 
Tito succeeded in charming American 
public opinion with his sweeping prom¬ 
ises of democracy and federation, while 
the exiles were quarreling among them¬ 
selves—mostly for personal, rather than 
ideological, reasons. 

K osanovich dreamed for a good 
many years of becoming Yugoslav 
ambassador to Washington. His uncle, 
Ni Rjh^CcjIa, was an important scientist 
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in America. He himself is descended was active, with his friends Louis_ 
from a long line of Serbian Orthodox‘ v J^Adamic and the violinist, Zlatlc^alV* 
ministers. His friends in politics used {Tovic, is. the formation arid" promotion 
to tease him about his shyness toward onhyl lni»*d 
women, his hatred of smoking and' S lavic Americans ^subsequently metamor- 
drinking. A strong and dynkmic polit- phased into aiT important part of the 
ical leader, they said, should be a lady- Kremlin's Pan-Slavic front, 
killer, a hard drinker and a chain In his speeches Kosanovich has been 
smoker. one of the principal promoters of an 

In prewar Yugoslavia, Kosanovich al- idea first advanced by Adamic—that 
ways attached himself to some popular America is a nation of nations. As such, 
political leader. (It seemed to give him she is not only Anglo-Saxon, but Ger- 
the feeling that he was running things man, Italian, Negro or Slav. The Slavs 
himself.) In the beginning of his of America should unite in the name of 
career he followed the tide of S vetozar, brotherhood to carry on their glorious 
-Pri bichevic h, the leader of the Demo- traditions, to show other Americans the 
critic Party, who sought a highly cen- heritage they have brought to this coun- 
tralized Yugoslav state and drove the try, and to keep in touch with their 
Communists underground through his motherlands. On the surface this idea 
secret police. That policy helped to re- seems harmless enough, but it is the 
inforce communism for the present job. banner of Stalin's movement to divide 
Next, Kosanovich was attracted by the United States. Russia and her satel- 
thajeaders of the Croatian jaunts, lites carry the idea farther in their con- 
StevaIv s Radich and Dr. Vl .tdimi^M•— trolled press by openly maintaining that 
chejc/now in exile in Washington. He America cannot be progressive until it 
considered that he was Machek's is transformed into a series of "people's 
"brain." Machek, however, did not al- republics" on the Soviet pattern, giving 
ways welcome the attentions of his satel- their national sovereignty to all the 
lite: several times he told me that he racial groups that compose the popula- 
was tired of Kosanovich's "old maidish tion. Behind that scheme is the desire 
suggestions and tearful interventions." to Balkanize the United States—to 
For when he is arguing any involved is- divide it into conflicting dans so that 
sue, Kosanovich's voice takes on a a revolution may be centralized through 
querulous tone which makes him sound the only uniting force, the Communist 
like an adolescent. Party. 

During the war, Kosanovich defended 

Mihailovich and a united Yugoslavia. Tj'iORELJLO La Guajuma was Kosano- 
He took an active part in Allied meet- vich's greatest acquisition. He led 
ings and the affairs of American Yugo- the New York Mayor through the same 
slavs. His name often appeared in the political zig-zag he himself followed— 

"Letters to the Editor" column of The first to Mihailovich, then to Tito. The 

New York Times . He was a chairman speech of greeting to King Peter that 

of the Southeastern European Planning La Guardia read in Serbo-Croatian on 
Board—a movement not popular with July 8, 1942, was written by Kosano- 
Stalin, as it threatened to block his plans vich. The Mayor read: 
for regional agreements and the artifidal "Drazha Mihailovich and Vladimir 

building up of buffer states. And he Machek are the expression of the Yugo- 
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slav spirit of resistance—from Triglir 
to Vardar. They will go down in his¬ 
tory. ... 

In his own speeches Kosanovich often 
compared Mihailovich with MacArthur, 
Chiang Kai-shek and Timoshenko. For 
example, at a meeting of the anti-Nazi 
League in New York, June 8, 1942, he 
spoke of "the epic struggle which my 
people are making under the man whose 
name already symbolizes to mankind in¬ 
domitable spiritual and physical resist¬ 
ance—Drazha Mihailovich." 

Mihailovich was killed by a govern¬ 
ment of which Kosanovich was a mem¬ 
ber. Machck fled the country to escape 
the fate of Petkov, Maniu and other 
peasant leaders. Immediately after he 
became Tito's ambassador, Kosaoovich 
quoted Count Ciano to prove that Mi* 
chek had been willing to sell out Croa¬ 
tia for a relatively small amount of 
money. The former follower of Mschek 
admitted intimately to a friend that he 
did not believe the accusation, but that 
Tito had asked him to make it 

On July 6, 1942, at a reception held 
in the Yugoslav delegation's mansion 
on New York’s Fifth Avenge, Kosano¬ 
vich introduced MiTfco^Markovich, 
editor of the Serbian Comtmuhist news¬ 
paper, Slobodna Ric , and now professor 
at Belgrade University. Markovich of¬ 
fered King Peter a check of one thou¬ 
sand dollars for "the Chetniks and regu¬ 
lar army of General Mihailovich." 

A week later orders arrived from 
Moscow that Mihailovich should be con¬ 
sidered a traitor and Tito accepted as 
leader of the war for liberation. Marko¬ 
vich and his Serbian equivalent of the 
Daily XPorktr suddenly switched to at¬ 
tacking Mihailovich. Kosanovich did 
not—but his defense of the Chetniks* 
leader grew weaker. Shortly before he 
went to London in March, 1944, Kosa¬ 
novich in a NttP York Post interview 


was quoted as follows: "Mihailovich is 
in the position of a General Lee. Tito 
is some kind of a Lincoln out to save 
the Union. Mihailovich was an army 
officer. 1 think he is sincere but he is 
surrounded by a very bad political en¬ 
tourage. The entourage was catastrophic. 
The Government, diplomats abroad, 
working in his name, are even more 
catastrophic.'* 

Curiously, Kosanovich himself was a 
member of that same "catastrophic** 
government. When he joined the Yu¬ 
goslav government-in-exile in London 
in the spring of 1944, it had already 
dismissed Mihailovich and sought an 
agreement with Tito's National Libera¬ 
tion Movement 

"I^INO Pbtbk. was in London. Head- 
ing his govemment-in-exile was Dr. 
Ivafc^ubasidt, the viceroy of Croatia. 
Thegroup was more or less agreed that 
Yugoslavia should be restored on the 
basis of a federal union. 

Kosanovich asked for a government 
representing all political parties, which 
would be strong enough to fight the 
Communists. He was a frequent Visitor 
to King Peter and his mother. And 
when an agreement was drawn up be¬ 
tween Subasich and Tito, Kosanovich 
was terribly dissatisfied with its terms. 
(I suspect that was because he had not 
taken an active part in it; he was in¬ 
clined to think that everything in Yugo¬ 
slav politics needed his guiding hand.) 

Tito wu in Belgrade. Hie Red Army 
was crossing the Danube in its push to¬ 
ward Vienna. On N JanUiry 18, 1945, 
Tito's emissary, GenerarVelebit, visited 
Kosanovich in Kingston House, Lon¬ 
don. Kosanovich left the interview pale 
and nervous. For the first time he real¬ 
ized that dealing with the Communists 
demanded fortitude. 

A few dap later, on January 23, King 
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Peter dismissed Subasich's cabinet and Tito stubbornly in London and Wash- 
reappointed its members only after all ington. MilarftQrol (tbe vice-premier 
of them—including Kosanovich—had and leader or the Serbian democrats) 
agreed in writing that, on their return will serve as a Trojan Horse for the 
to Yugoslavia, they would defend cer- West. He is a reactionary politician who 
tain obligations the king had made coo- backed Mihailovich. If Grol declares 
cerning the Tito-Subasich agreement that the Serbian people have to aban- 
The chief obligation was that the new don Mihailovich, they will accept the 
united Yugoslav Government to be Idea. As for Kosanovich—he is not an 
formed under Tito should guarantee all important personality nor a politician, 
fundamental political and civil rights But he is a useful innocent who may 
and freedoms to the Yugoslav people, be of help in the United States where 
Kosanovich took a prominent part in he is considered to be a Western-type 
drafting this public statement announc- democrat." 

Ing the reappointment of the previous The only member of that London 
cabinet and the obligations its members government who still survives politically 
assumed. As the king’s most intimate is the "useful innocent" Subasich, after 
adviser, he drafted Peter’s act of consent having been Tito's prime minister and 
to the Regency. Before Kosanovich left foreign miniver/ is now a prisoner Jn 
London, the young king kissed him, and Zagreb. FrantffSpoj, after participating 
received his formal promises that he in the Communist government of Slove- 
would defend the interests of the nia, wu recently sentenced to seven 
monarchy. years of slave labor for "espionage in 

In the spring of 1943, Yugoslavia favor of the Western democracies." The 
wu "liberated" and the members of its liberal Dr. B. Markovich of Serbia died 
London govemment-in-exile came back in New York. I arrived there in time 
to join Tito’s government with the bless- to see him before his death. After I 
ing of Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin, had told him the grim story of what 
It wu at that time that the Communists YugoslaviaJooked like under the Com- 
characterized Kosanovich u a "useful munists, he said very sadly: 
innocent" (koristna bndala). In a "How is it possible that Savitsa (the 
meeting held in a swanky Belgrade diminutive of Kossnovich's first name) 
apartment house—stjll the headquarters could stay in such an outrageous, gov- 
of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia ernment?" 

—the ex-schoolteacher, Bdwar$Kardelj, , 

the^Montenegrin, Milovai^Gjilas, and * I 'no soon begin to Ignore all the 
other top Communist leaders were talk- X obligations assumed in his agree¬ 
ing over tbe political characteristics of ment with Subuich. Even before the 

their new partners. elections he declared that the king wu 

Gjilu said, according to a witness never to come back. Milan Grol and 

who reported the meeting to me: 'The others immediately left Tito's govern- 

Anglo-Americans dream that they may ment. Everybody in Yugoslavia expect- 

influence us through someone who is ed Kosanovich to do the same. But he 

not a Communist. Therefore I van Sftte_—began to yield to the Communists. 
bas jdLJi best fitted for the job of'for- Subuich had just come back from a 
eign minister. Though he sometimes trip around Yugoslavia. He had seen 

wavers, be defended the agreement with that the people did not want commu- 
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nism; they wanted! quick action by due 
democrats. And be had the courage to 
tell this to Tito. Although he was for¬ 
eign minister, he was arrested. 

I was with Kosanovich in his room 
in Belgrade's Hotel Majestic when Mrs. 
Subasich telephoned and asked for im¬ 
mediate help. Her husband was arrested 
and ill Kosanovich tried to reassure 
her. He telephoned Lt General Ranko- 
▼ich, OZNA’s chief trigger-man. The 
Communist hangman answered coldly 
that nothing would happen to the for¬ 
eign minister. Precautions were merely 
being taken to defend him from any 
attempt of the "Western reactionaries" 
upon his life. 

We had just been reading Dante 
there in the hotel room—the part where 
Count Ugolino hungrily devours the 
brain of Archbishop Ruggieri, describ¬ 
ing the merciless end of all traitors. The 
blood and turmoil of ancient fratricidal 
war rose before us: it seemed very near 
to our own Yugoslav tragedy. 

Only a little later Kosanovich entered 
the new People's Front against the will 
of the Independent Democratic Party, 
of which he was Secretary-General. His 
party issued a clandestine communique 
describing his defection. Soorv^fter that 
the chairman of the party. Dr. fefloch- 
je oyich, was terribly beaten for three 
bourTby a Communist youth mob. He 
was lying in a hospital the same night 
that Kosanovich was flying to the Lon¬ 


don conference of the Big Four, scom- 
panying the Communist Kardelj as a 
"liberal and democrat.'* Before he left, 
Kosanovich had published an article in 
the Communist official organ. Both*, in 
which be attacked Subasich and the 
leadership of the party with whom he 
had worked closely for twenty years. 
The rommunith wanted a proof of 
"betrayal." And the price was paid. 
From London, Kosanovich went to the 
Paris Peace Conference, and from there 
to Washington—to attack American 
democracy, which be had formerly 
praised. 

I CANNOT BEUEVE Kosanovich is a 
happy man, though he has attained 
his ambition. Those who once opposed 
fascism and are now serving commu¬ 
nism hive lost all faith in themselves 
and in mankind. There are no more 
miserable people than the intelligentsia 
who know better—but who have been 
afraid to resist in the last battle for 
man’s liberty. 

Kosanovich once asked for a synthesis 
between political and econo m ic democ¬ 
racy for the good of the people, and be 
is now defending the complete subjuga¬ 
tion—economic, political and moral—- 
of Yugoslavia to the Communists. Ko¬ 
sanovich once wanted Yugoslavia to be 
free of the influence of any big power, 
and be is now ambassador of a puppet 
state in Stalin's empire. 


THE SOLUTION FOR PALESTINE 

A comprehensive and authoritative discussion of the Hoover 
Plan (page# 32-33) and of the Lowdermilk Plan (Palestine*— 
Land of Promise) f offering an engineering rather than a political 
solution for the crisis in the Near East, will be presented In the 
next issue of Plain Talk. 
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SLOBCDNA EEC (Free Expression},' Serbian communist-line tri-weekly 
newspaper printed at i916 East St*-, Pittsburgh, Pa., steadfastly 
“ t ^eres to the generally recognised CQBQUnist line and operates, 
g Serbs in the U. S., as the organ for the dissemination of 
tion on Serbian affairs In "Y^go si avia. As the leading Slay 
1st organ it contained, during the period from 12/6/44 to 
P 8/g3^J45, favorable publicity for 'such communiBt front organizations 
asrtqe SWCyLAaerican Slay Congre^s^/yidovdan Committee and thejfonit 
ttee_of South Slavic Amer ice^ is. It supported the TITO and \ 

JF governments unequivocally .and denounced opposition believed 
exist against thesegovernoents. Due to the leaving of the former 
Editor-In-Chief, MIRKtyfeARXOVICHj. to confer with TITO and his repre- 
Bentatives in Belgrade,^Tugoslav^a, the editorship has been under- 
‘K'j ' ^ a ^ cen Reverend NIKOL^DBENOVAO.. ,The Managing Editor is _ ggAR L3S 
)f,VUICH and Business Manager is MAlSyfajSUTAS, all-associated with the 
f j A c'ommunlst movement in Western Pennsylvania. / 
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61-118 


«w 

't^Uni^ S S'tAte B 0f coordinatlon w * th the Communist Party movement in v 

S ami tvr l **** b * indi ? ated ^ Ms individual editorial policy in ^ 

in Seeti TTT ° ther forei gn language communist organs, as will he shown* 

on III of this report, SLOBQDKA EEC did not pursue a predominate loyalty 

to the American Communist Party, hut rather concentrated its efforts on foreign 
•news, policy and information. _ 

The administration of SL030DEA EEC during the period covered hy this reoort may 
he seen to pursue a more cautious line or policy regarding the printing of 
sources of news items and other information in the newspaper. Many items appear 
in'the translations of this newspaper which of necessity must have heen derijj^d 
(TOTf a. foreign source. One 6uch source may he pointed out in that during 
eai fry p art of 1945 MARE07ICH had installed in his home a Hanerlin model short¬ 
wave radio receiver with a special short-wave antenna and with logging for radio 
Belgrade. 



Translations of SIOBODF^^E^a^conta^ned in this report were made at t 
bur gh ?ie ld Office Serbo-Croatian translator, an 

Slavonic transTator^^^^^^^^^ 
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ORG-AZT Z AT I OPAL STRUCTURE 


X - OFFICERS 


In the “Statement Of The Ownership, Management, Circulation, Etc., Required By 
The Acts Of Congress Of August 24, 1912, and March 3, 1933," regarding newspapers 
ut^^^^^^^^^^ls as r. means of transmission, furnished the Pittsburgh Office 
by^^^^^^^^^^VForenan, Pittsburgh Post Office, the following are given as 
offTcer^^HBQDNA ESC: 


* 


Publishe r 
Editor 

Managing Editor 
Business Manager 
Owner 


J.^ZRS?07ICH 
CHAHLSS\VUICK 



iHUSHNAR • 
JOHRV KRSTOVICE 


tie, 



This statement was filed at the Pittsburgh Post Office hy MARE SHUSHNAR on Octo¬ 
ber 2, 1945. 


Pgh. Field Division 
61-118 


ff 2. It is true that this year^ cplendars were printed too iate f 
but vc have inspitc of this sold a sufficient number of calendars 
and some of the sollers have not sent in their money. In addition 
to the excellent success in advertisements for the calendar and be¬ 
sides the fact that the calendar was excellent, the work of the sale 
of the calendars is not satisfactory. Our activists should have paid 
more attention to this then than before selling the calendars. 

”3. Soon vc shall have received several hundred copies of the new 
book ’Guns For Tito. 1 We ought to do our best to sell these books 
as 60on as possible. The book was compiled by an American Major who 
organized a shipment of weapons to TIT0*8 Army and met TITO person¬ 
ally several times. The price of the book is $2.75. 

”4. We must finish the sale of the book of NIJ®LA(TESLA. We should 
particularly interest the American engineers and unionists In it. 

w 5. Soon a book of HIRE) H AIMOVICH,will be off the press: *That We 
May Understand Each Other. * Therefore it will be necessary to organ¬ 
ize the sale of the same. The book contains 350 pages and the price 
of the same is $2.50.‘ 

n Thc working committee decided that b^ r the end of the month of March 
or in April, MIEKO MARSOVICH should start for the Pacific Coast, to 
California, to work in the strengthening of our movement and news¬ 
paper and in building up of clubs and the apparatus. This will be 
discussed in detail at the meeting of the Supreme Board in Cleveland. 11 

August 14, 1945 "Reorganization Of Leadership Of Serbian Pro¬ 
gressive Movement In City Of Akron Carried Out.” 
This article, which is quoted below, indicates 
the then policy of SL030DHA H3C in its leader¬ 
ship in the Serbian Progressive Movement in the 
United States. 

"Akron, August 10 - Last week, on Thursday evening, there was here 
held a special meeting of the Serbian political progressive club, 
which was attended by the editor-in-chicf of SLC30DNA H3C, MRED 
MARIlOVICH, and the manager of the paper, KAI13 SHU SHITAR. 
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UNITED GOVERNMENT 


TO : Diroctar, FBI 


DATE: November 7» 19^7 


FROM : SAC, Pittsburgh 

■<: 

SUBJECT: - gLOBCDNA REC , 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C * ' - „ ‘ 

REGISTRATION ACT 


The following article which appeared in the November 1, l$i±7» ieeue of the 
above oaptioned Consmmist line newspaper published at 1916 East Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., is furnished for your information: 


Address of AmbassadoPTCOSANOVICH at Banquet of 2n d Serbian 
Congress, October 26 in Pittsburgh, TST - 


Brothers and Sisters: 



DAl£ 


**’ Jl'i/'TCO 

I oome among you to extend you the greetings of the peoples and the 
government of the Federated People*s Republic of Yugoslavia, headed 
by Narshal Tito and to thank you for the oonsiderable aid which you 
have given your brothers in the old homeland. 


I 


By ooinoidenoe, I found syself in the period of IStjt-hb in this great 
oountrj where I did ay best to defend the truth and contribute to the 
best of uy ability to the thwarting of spreading untruths otn the 
part of the official representatives of the then Yugoslav government 
in exile and of all those who wanted to oonvihce public opinion of 
Amerioa and its offioial oiroles of the impossibility of restoring 
Yugoslavia. I recall your valuable help of that time. I remember 
a dear friend in the person of the late Rev. KRAJN0V1CH and his con¬ 
stant struggle, as well as of so many others of that period. 


You Americans of Serbian desoent were hit the hardest. You were 
exposed to the greatest trials and the heaviest attaoks. You had 
to exercise the greatest self-denial and perspective oorreotly to 
see the oourse of events because every effort was made to confuse 
you. The idea was that when Serbian Americans follow the wrong 
path, when ohauvinism and national hatred get possession of them, 
when hatred toward the Croats and Slovenes and toward Yugoslav unity 
is aroused in them, then it will be easy far the same attitudes to 
work among Croatians and Slovenes as regards Yugoslav unity, giving 
ohauvinism full sway and thus contributing to the weakening of the 
war effort in American and rendering impossible the struggle for the 
salvation and restoration of Yugoslavia and the Balkans. 


In a letter of thanks for an honor which was shown ms in February, 

1 9W+, by a great number of you who are now assembled at thi6 Serbian 
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To: Director, FBI November 7* 1S&7 

Be: SLOBGDNA REC 

16 - C; REGISTRATION ACT 


Congress when I was elected an honorary president of the Vidovdan 
Congress I said: 

"In an extraordinary difficult period of mankind you have with 
sacrifice and self-denial done your duty also toward your people from 
whom you sprang and toward America of which you are good oitirens, and 
toward mankind. Since ay arrival in America in 19^1« in *n official 
capacity, I found among you the best understanding and best oooperation 
for an ever greater unification of national forces in the struggle 
against all manifestations of fascism. Together we tried to be as 
serbs - bearers of Serbo-Croato-Sloveno-Macedonion harmony and unity 
at a time when the eneny banked his entire hope on disharmony and 
hatred. Yforking thus we have contributed to the oorrect understanding 
of the national-liberation strugglo beset with so many obstacles and 
bedevilled with so much gossip* Time and events have borne out the 
truth thereof." 

And when taking leave of Serbs in America in a letter of July 21*, 

19^, among other things I wrote: 

"Y7e have here been those who have defended the purity of the Serbian 
name at a time when it was being most degraded by the ignorant. 

History will show that we were right and that by our defending the 
unity of Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, end Macedonians we have best rep¬ 
resented the true national Serbian interests and thus represented the 
interests not only of Yugoslavia but also of America and all United 
Nations. We have by oossmon sacrifices of a liberation war achieved 
great successes in the oountry, but there still are great trials* 
Enemies will particularly seek to confuse the Serbs and destroy them 
with false defense of Serbian interests* I ask all ny good frieals 
to make every effort to promote harmony and unity* I ask all those 
who were being deceived in returning to Serbian tradition and enter 
the great circle of national harmony * * * I ask friends who have had 
the opportunity and bravery of seeing the right path from the very 
outset, that they forgive those who haven’t seen it because they were 
deceived by those who thou^it they must be believed. The true 
national ohampion is known by his setting the errant ones on the 
right path. Responsible culprits who misused their positions and 
misused the credulity of the ignorant will answer to the people for 
their misdeeds. The more you will promote harmony, the better it 
will be for Serbdom, for Yugoslavia, and for America - toward which 
you have the greatest obligation." 





To: 
Re: 


November 7# 19^7 
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Dir actor, FBI 
SLOBCDNA REC 
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.That was the path to -which yon were called until his last days by 
our great countryman NIKQfA/tfiSLA. 

Ary^ you, by your moderation, have contributed to the interest of the 
democratic struggle of the world. You have contributed to the unifi¬ 
cation of all national forces in America in the organization of the 
war effort. And at the same time, as Americans of Serbian descent 
together with other Yugoslav Americans, you have shown your Amerioan 
fellow-citizens that your brothers in the old homeland are with 
united efforts residing fascism and struggling for freedom and the 
restoration of their independent state, Yugoslavia. 


°h 


In this you were able to be the best spokesmen. You and your predeces¬ 
sors have come to this country in search of freedom and better 
economic conditions. 


Most of you and those before you have fled from Hapsburg serfdom be- 
oause you were being oppressed both nationally and economically. 

You and. your predecessors made valuable contributions to the develop¬ 
ment of the New World. You with your brother Slovenes and Croatian6 
have sweated, shed blood, worn your bones, expended brains, and what¬ 
not far the progress of this oountry. Long is the chain of miners, 
farmers, scientists, and soldiers who gave their best for the general. 
progress and prosperity of the American Union. You have conscientiously 
been doing your duty and you have become good citizens of this great 
land. Who of us is not proud of the work, life and nobleness of 
NIKOLA TESLA without whose work and mind electricity would not be what 
it now is in the world; whose motor has harnessed the Niagara and the 
Dnieper, turning the wheels of industry wherever there is electricity? 

In every spark of eleotricity, shines his name. America is the 
greatest beneficiary of TESLA's genius. He asked for no riohes. 

And so, brothers and sisters, when during the war you have raised your 
voice for your brethren in the Balkans struggling not only for their 
life but also for a better and more secure existence of mankind, your 
voice thus had significance and importance. You were able to be the 
authorized spokesmen of the struggle which was going on over there. 
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She 37th AnalTersary C4leb ration tM «ditae< 

•f S ABOUT I CLASTIX hald in Milwaukee, Wis.3/18/45. 

Kno wn ^QPJ^^j^^^j^^jjgathl lers^p resent 

_ all knows. 

a, present# ehargeof general '’, 

arraageaanta speaker MBS, MAHT/" 

N5NJAC of Chicago, Ill., officer of the Supreme 
Committee of Croatian Fraternal Union, Work of 
KjLBO IN I 6LAJSNIK in connection with present War effort 
and particularly in support of Marshal TITO eat forth i' * 
by variant speakers, , . 

v. *(.6 

Letter froa Pittsburgh to Mllweakoe dated 1/16/45, . 

_ . . A . . . — . . # 

* • •»%-••• • • : 

Report of Special Agent RABBI MOBBI SOB dated 
4/38/41 at Pitt starf£i. Pa# 
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Confidential Infornant^^padrised that under data 
of February 18, 1945, he waei‘la attendance at* the * ; 

37th Anniversary CelebratiodiufJSJLEOINI QI43SIX (The i< y 
Rational Herald) , a Croatian 'language nawfpaper, . 

'Uhioh celebration was held in'Harnony Ball located 
at 939 South Sixth Street, Milwaukee,' Wl soon da, /* 
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The next speaker introduced by Chairman JUB07ICH was & ME* 

CHBI SjyUlKALACHI whs spoke on the need of funds for the continued support 
of the paper EAEQIHI GLAEHII. ‘ ‘ ' 




; 'following thl *,, was a _ „ . 

Upraised the SlBOOTI GLlBtUC itir lts.itoaeJful vcM&te 


* #• » ' * ^ ^ fim • # Jr* 4 

speech hy Mr* 7Bttj(u?faxEAK, wiboL>4iis( 
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% . jkt the conclusion of these various speeches, JtJBOTICfi acting 

as Chairman, again discussed the need ef funds fer MABDIHI GTtiFMIf and 
requested a collection froa the andleaee* He told t^a that the aaount 
collected was $566*10* 
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According' tojmf the celebration closed at approximately 9*16 ' 
t doru^xhe coarse ef the. afternoon he was contacted by . 
known CPA member, who gar# hist a pamphlet entitled "Ths 
United Committee of South-Slavic Americans" dated November, 
Bads reference to an article In this pamphlet which was written 
0, formerly President of the AMXBXCJ3T SLA^OQHQBISS end Pro si- . 
WITH} OOMMITTZE OF SOUTH-SLATIC AKEBICANS* ■■■■then attempted 
a book entitled "The Prodigal Genius", whlc^^^^ne life story 
written by J0E5 JjJvO l KEIL* He also showed^^^Ba. calendar 
with a picture of Marshal TITO and the inscription " Death ^^rascism, Free- 
doa for the People"* -.He explained that these-calendars were being printed 
in Canada and he was taking orders lo: 
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Ambassador 
her in order to find 
out definitely when KOSANOVIC was coming to New York City. It appears that 
ADA.IC planned to be in New York himself on the following Thursday and 
expressed a desire to have KOSANOVIC be there on Thursday night. KOSAIIOVTC 
told her he was leaving for Paris the following Sunday morning at 11:00 Ali. 
He was told that ADAiilC would like to have dinner with him on Thursday night 
and on Friday morning for him to meet "this fellow that he has been talking 
about.' 1 KOSANOVIC said he knew it was something about publicity; KOSANOVIC 
stated he was not very happy about having to go to Paris. He said he hadn't 
tished ending' 1 and that it was very complicated. He indicated that 

i vould accompany him to Paris. They expressed amusement over the 
;ar's" account of KOSANOVIC's press conference the previous day. 


The article in the '’Evening Star” which was referred to above 
appeared July 23, 19h6, and was entitled "New Envoy Disclaims Any Yugoslav 
Plans for Coup at Trieste.” This article was written by NEiVBOLD NOYES, JR. 
The article quotes the Ambassador as saying that Yugoslavia would not be 
"provoked into compromising the peace.” The article stated that the 
Ambassador had indicated his country would boycott Trieste if they did not 
get it. The article stated that KOSANOVIC is a nephew of NICOJA^TESIA, the 
Yugoslav-American inventor. 


with 



er coverage 


conferred 
relative to the 

press conierence tne previous day. 
ttle on the first page of the "New York Herald 
said there was quite a bit in the "New York Times" 
also. ^^^^Vtold hJP Ifl’at he expected more in the "Evening Star” than had 
appear e^^^the ''’Washington Post” because he had "one of their good people, 
who was very favorably impressed and said he would say so." [ Q£)[\ 

^^^^KLearned on July 30, 19^6, that^^^^^^^^Hcontacted 
Senator TAYLOR^^ffice and advised that the Ambaike to have 
lunch with Senator TAYLOR at the Senate dining room on Thursday at 1:00 P.m. 
along with some other members of the Senate. ( ftO U 




i 

I 


Informant learned on the following day that 
arrangements for Ambassador KOSAi OVIC to have lunchvith Senator t. 
probably Senator i/IAGNUSON in the Senate dining room. 

Informant also learned on July 31, 19U6, that Senator PEPPER 
nad accepted the invitation to have lunch with the Ambassador at 1:00 P.ii/ 
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KOSANOVIC came as Yugoslav Ambassador in approximately July of 
1946, presenting his credentials to the President on July 18, 1946* 
KOSANOVIC is generally considered not a Communist but an opportunist. 

He is a.member of the Independent Democratic Party and previously 
served as a Minister under the Royal Government. He was born at 


Plaski, Croatia, Jiav : 

NIKOI^pSLA. 


29) 1894) *as a nephew of the famous inventor) 


Hi i 


- 5 - 



» t 


\'i k 1 1 - -- 






















(Rev. 9-29-95) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

FOIPA 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 


ti^Del. 


Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 


(b)(1) 


□ (b)(2) 


□ (b)(3) 


□ (b)(4) 


□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ (b)(7)(F) 
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Section 552a 


□ (d)(5) 

□ 0H2> 

□ (k)(l) 

□ <k)(2) 

□ (k)(3> 

□ (k>(4» 

□ (k)(5) 


□ (b)(5) 


□ (b)(9) 


□ (k)(6) 
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□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 
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Character of Case 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Synopsis: 




ji 


Vi/' 


Information contained in "bulletin entitled 
"News Plashes from Czechoslovakia under Nazi 
Domination" issued "by Czechoslovak National 
Council of America, with reference to Ameri¬ 
can Slav Congress, set forth herein. Includes 

* 

information concerning the permanent committee 
set-up and a partial list of delegates to the 
American Slav Congress. .'Also set forth is a 
iWfetory of th^All Slav Congress which was 
«wrlt4en Informnt1ona«recelved that 


ve^that 

T>orte^tc 


Serbs oi u^ry, Indiana, ana reported 
■ omBmi sts,. attended the All Slav Congress, 
ttended All Slav Congress. , 


</s4 i 

hi* 

bic, > '■' 

f-IM 


< 


. j! - P - ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

' HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

ryu DATEj£m_BYSRSSETei 

t‘ y Report of Sbecial Agent CHARLES M. SOLOMON, » 

t r? I) ' ■ ’ kJv dated May 12, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan. 


& 


dated May 12, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan. 


* r - & 

Details:' oS-' At Hammond■ Indiana 

a ----- , 

.-iS'rN || i/t Prom Confidential Informant 


has "been obtained 
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a copy of a bulletin entitled "Sews Flashes from Czechoslovakia' 
under Nazi Domination", published by the Czechoslovak National 
Council of America, 4049 West Twenty-sixth Street, Chicago, Illi¬ 
nois, release no. 132, dated May 11, 1942 j 

This bulletin contains ne\.'s concerning the American Slav 
Congress held at Detroit, Kichig?*n, April 25 and 26, 1942. The 
article contains the permanent committee set-up of the Congress 
and a list of men of eminence*amOng the delegates to the Congress. 

This article is being quoted below: 

"AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS FOR GREATER VAR EFFORT" 

The coordination activities of all groups of Slavic 
extraction in America for an intensified war effort 
moved a long step closer to reality as a result of 
the American Slav Congrecs held in Detroit April 25 
and 26 and attended by more than 2300 delegates re¬ 
presenting church, fraternal, labor, social and 
cultural groups from all parts of the country. Every 
substantial American Slav organization in the country 
was represented. 


Permanent Committee Set Up 

A permanent committee was elected with LE^SKRZYCKI, 
Vice-president of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
for President; Prof. J. J./SMRHAL, of the ^Czechoslovak 
National Council, Vice-president; STEPHEN^EMAN, JR., 
of the Slovak Evangelical Union, Secretary; VIBKO^EDK, 
.of the. Croatin Fraternal Union, Treasurer; and BLAIR F. 
^KJNTHER, member of the Educational' Committee of the 
Polish National Alliance, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors. 

Participating Slavic nationality groups elected vice- 
presidents to the Board of Directors. Vice-presidents 
for the respective nationality groups elected were: 
EDMUNDvEpiNC, Polish; W. J.NmUZIK, Czech; V. S.^LATEE, 
Slovak;’ VASIIr^ICOFF, Bulgarian; SAMUEftSWSRLINI CH, 
Serbian; JOEJf^UTKOVICH, Croatian; VINCENT^EA!NEAR, Slo¬ 
vene; PETER^RATI CA, Carpatho-Russian; GEORGE^KRINSXY, 
Macedonian;’ KARRY^EU3ESHK0FF, Russian; KICEAEL^CATCH, 
Ukrainian. 
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The various nationality groups also elected members 
to the nationality committees of the Board of 
Directors. The National Committee of the congress 
held its first plenary session in Pittsburgh, May 10, 
to plan stens to translate the decisions of the con¬ 
gress into action. 


Anti-Hitler Measures Adopted 

Main decisions embodied in the resolutions of the 
congress were: 

1. To make a direct appeal to American Slavs com¬ 
prising more than half the workers in the war essential 
industries of the nation to intensify their production 
efforts to outproduce Hitler and the Axis. 

2. To intensify vigilance pgainst fifth-columnists 
operating within the various Slavic groups in this 
country aiming to sow division and disunity in the war 
effort. 

3. To chart a plan to recruit 50,000 American Slav 
volunteers for n house-to-house campaign among American 
Slav families for raising the amount of war bond sub¬ 
scriptions to 10 per cent of income. 

4. To take all measures to strengthen the bonds of 
solidarity among American Slav groups and between them 
and the Slav peoples of Europe for a concerted effort 
against HITLER. 

5. To increase support of all war relief agencies, 
particularly the Russian, Yugoslavian, Polish, Czecho¬ 
slovakian, British, Greek and Chinese. 

6. To take steps to counteract the appeasers. 

7. To set up a permanent organization to coordinate 
and assist in carrying out the decisions adopted by the 
Congress. 


Response Exceeds Anticipations 

The response to the first American Slav Congress ever 
held in America exceeded all anticipations. It re¬ 
vealed the depth of anti-Axis feeling thPt has seized 
hold of the Americans of Slav descent who came expressing 
desires to do their utmost to the end that the power of 
Hitlerism, arch-foe of the Slav peoples ns of freedom- 
loving -peoples everywhere shall be decisively smashed. 
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The delegates were mostly brawny men from coal mines, 
steel mills, machine shops—the men on whom the nation 
i8 counting for much -of its wer essential goods pro¬ 
duction and wholesome-looking women whose faces showed 
hardening lines of determination beneath war smiles. 


Mon of Salience Among Delegatee t 1 

yru**' 

Among the delegate's were men and women of distinction 
• In many fields of activity—scholars, writers and 
clergyaen, among/them Rev. YINC5N&30RX0YI0Z, who re¬ 
presented the ffiry )Rcv'. Bishop STEFidT S, WOZNlCKI > 
at the Congre.s-*. and delivered the opening invocation; 
MetropolitpnSSrshop 3enjamin, of the Russian Orthodox 
Church; Most Rev. JOKH^j'EAJlTOYICH of Johnstown, Pennsy¬ 
lvania, and Eev?^EiWLOWSZI, df Buffalo, New York. 



Among others present were JOSEPlStfATTRAS, director of 
phe Polish National Alliance of Pittsburgh; CHESTER A. 
“^MZDROJ, President of the Polish Contral Citizens' Com- 
‘mittee of Detroit; Judge NNftRONKOWSEI of Hantranch; 
Captain WT-'jSIKAlT., Polish War Veterans, Chicago; Dr. W. 
tSjQSOWSZI; chairman Michigan All Slav Committee, Detroit; 
Mis. K.^ESTEROWICZ, dear of Polish journalists, Buffalo, 
New York; ZIATKO'-SALOKOVtlCE, famed Croatian violinist; 
FRaNUSSIGORSKI, assistant district attorney of Milwaukee 
and president of the Pulaski Council there; VINCENT^LEIN, 
Secretary Chrysler Local No. 17 of UAW-CIO; Michigan State 
Senator, SIANLEY“170WAK; Prof. J. J.^JMREaL, President of 
the Czechoslovak Nationa.’. Council; tTOSEriT^ARTINEX t Exe¬ 
cutive Secretary of the Czechoslovak National Council, 

_ Ch icago; KAREDSffiCEAL, President of the American 8okol 
Union; ADOUF^ACSR, President of the Czech American 
National Alliance; VIlTCSrx^VRDSXY, Secretary of the Czech 
American National Alliance; Rev. JAN SttBRaDAC, Honorary 
president of the Slovak National Alliance; ReV. ARNOST 
y^IZXA of the Federation of American Czechoslovaks in 
Texas; NICOLa/SESLa, Serbian American inventor; ETBIN 
SCRISTA17, prominent Slovenian writer; Dr. D. K^'J^.TICH, 
^first vice-president Michigan All-Slav Committee; SAMUEL 
'T^ERLINICH, President of the Serbian National Federation, 
Pittsburgh; Judge ANTHOr?jjjUCAS, Pittsburgh; Ohio State -- 

Senetor'SOYD-BOICH; Judge GEORGE SXJEISSY, Cleveland; ’ 

\ • \ 

I 





^IAYM0N27^3?RAVNIK, Slovenska ITar qdna Podporna Jcdnota; 
y.1 Rev. k. Fr-iSEiTKO, Cleveland; VCTEUZIK, President of 
^ the Czechoslovak Society of America; and Mrs. MARIE 
VraL of the Nat'l Alliance of Czech Catholics. 


From the serious and restrained mood of the delegates 
it was visible they had come for the one purpose of 
agreeing on a common line of action to be taken to 
guarantee a speedy end of HITLER and the. Axis. There 
was a notable absence of the usual convention hilarity 
and abandon. 



An International Event 

It was a wartime nesting dominated by a wartimo grim¬ 
ness. That the deliberations of the congress would 
have international reoercussions was evidenced in the 
more than thousand telegrams from all parts of the world 
that reached the congress during the sessions. 

One of the wires greeting it was from a Czech group 
in Teheran, Persia; there were many from Slavic groups 
in Chile, Argentina, Canada, and throughout America. 

Soviet writers and scientists and menbers of the Yugl- 
slav government in Kuibyshev wired the congress messages 
of greetings end good wishes. ■ 

The Congress was not only an event significant in the 
history of America's 15 million Slav-descended citizens 
but fra.ught with meaning for the destiny of the more 
than 2.00 millions of Slav peoples across the seas en¬ 
gaged in a life-and-death struggle against Nazi enslavers. 

For the first time the peoples of the diverse Slavic 
groups in America were reaching a common understanding 
on a world-wide issue—a matter that gave delegates a 
feeling of considerable satisfaction. 

Far beyond the brilliantly delivered keynote speeches 
and the iron note of resolve sounded in the resolutions— 
all of which raised the assembly to wild cheers of en¬ 
thusiasm—was the vibrant sense of unity ufaich, given 
expression by the congress carried to the Slav peoples 
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throughout the world its ressage of redoubled efforts 
to crush HITUER and guarr- toe a democratic victory 
for the world. 


Keynote—Production for Victory 

Production and sacrifice were the keynote motif6 of the 
main address of the congress delivered by LEO KRZYCKI. 
Reminding listeners that American Slavs occupy a key 
position in America's war industrial pattern, he called 
for greater efforts this year to turn the scales of 
victory in favor of the democracies. 

How to safeguard American war production and American 
morale took up the following sessions which were ad¬ 
dressed by Prof. J. J. ZMRHAL, President of the Czecho¬ 
slovak National Council of America, on fifth-coluan 
activities and measures to be taken against them; FRANK 
i?>ijS3EY, chairman of the Michigan Defense Savings Pro¬ 
gram on’national morale; ELTS&IVER, of the Labor Division 
of the War Production Board and GEORGB^£DDES, Secretary- 
Treasurer, of the Auto Workers Union on problems facing 
labor in the war industries. These subjects were treated 
in further detail in special panel discussions later. 


10,000 Hear Hon. Paul V. McNutt 

Two thousand plates were served at the banquet tendered 
the delegates and guests by the Michigan Committee of the 
American Slav Congress in the Masonic Temple on April 25. 

But the climax of the congress was a victory rally in 
the Michigan State Fair Coliseum where 10,000 persons 
assembled to hear the Hon. PAUL V. McNUTT, Federal Security 
Administrator and U. S. Government representative to the 
Congress who greeted the delegates and drew thunderclaps 
of applause by his -appeal for "more tanks for TIMOSHENKO". 
"In this first Slav Congress you have shown the world the 
miracle of American unity," he declared. 

j*. message from Frosident ROOSEVELT was received wishing 
the Congress success in its work." 


t 


- 6 - 






INDEX TO INFORMANTS 


Tho following is the Index to Informants mentioned in 
the report of Special Agent CLARENCE E. CLAY, dated November 18, 
1942, at Indianapolis, Indiana, in tfyj matter entitled, 

"AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS (All-Slav Congress) INTERNAL SECURITY - 
C", Indianapolis file 100-4006: 
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AMERICAS SUV CONGRESS has no f ormal organ Isa- 

A tion in Pittsburgh a reat ao ti vltiOtt v are. ea**- 

,\ ried on by BLAIR S^LOtlBTHER, SYBPp&feSMAR, JR. 
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ing because of quarreling between Croatians . 
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started calling him down for connecting his name with that of Communism* 


advised that he knew that 

was running the laho^en^ofhis campaign, and that if he d 
name linked with Communists he shouldn't associat^with them 
advised that during the ensuing conversation^^^^^gadmitted t 
wa^ruimine the labor end of his campaign, awnBuie had given suppor 
toVjlll^^Hon the occasion of his announcing his candidacy* 





C onfidential Informantaj 
the infiltration of un-American elements into 
and corroborated the information furnished by 


'■m 


was questioned regarding 
a AMEigc^g^^^ggHESs, 
■ and 


xrri 


It should be noted that Confidential Informant 
advised that the national organization of the AMERICAN SLAV CONGEES 
no control with the various state organizations, such as the New York State 
and the Michigan State groups of the AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS* 


ML 
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^^Hpmade available the current listing of officers of 
the AMERICAN SLAV C0NGE3SS. The national officers, and the national vice- 
presidents are not being set out here, inasmuch as the correct list is set 
out in referenced report of Special Agent A* ROBERT SWANSON, dated 3-16-43 
at New York City. 

The following are the names and addresses and organizar 
tional connections of the National Board of Directors of the AMERICAN SLAV 
CONGRESS: 


o. Ill* Phone 





en, ra*, 



Detroit, Mich 
Detroit 
Detroit, Mich 
r Hamtramack 
t, Mich*J 
^ Clcvelan 
uttenoerg, H. J 
’ New York, N. Y 
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I 

brodge, F, J. *t 

Indiana T* 

Chicago, Ill, j 


I* 


v. KRAJHOVICH, 
N0Z01 


(Deceased), Johnstown, Pa, 




eiro 


Detroit, Mich, 
Chicago, Ill, 
erwyn, Ill. 
Mich. 


ddress not known 




cago, Ill, 

St. Louis, Mo. - 
urgh, Pa. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

». S, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Etna, Pa. 

sburgh, Pa. 

_ Dearborn, Mich, 
and, Ohio 
Euclid, Ohio 


*3129 


°l 


Detroit, Mich. | 

n. y. I 

York, IT. Y. I 
5 Long Island, IT. Y. I 
e troi t. Mich. I 

Hew York City, IT. Y. I 

vela nd, Ohio I 

Pittsburgh, Pa. I 

ary, xiuu— I 

dress not known I 

Scranton, Pa,. 

Confidential Informant^^Hmade available to the writer 
a listing of those persons from the Pittsbu^^rield Division who attended the 
AMERICA!! SLAV C01TGRESS in Detroit on April 25 and 26, 1942. It is noted that 
this list totaled 198,-names of persons who were representing 91 different 
organizations. The Croatian Fraternal Union with 35 representatives attend¬ 
ing the Detroit Congress had the largest representation. IText in number of 
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The Newark Field Division will make a preliminary inves¬ 
tigation of these officers by checking its indices, and interrogating Communist 
informants. If such preliminary check indicates Communist activity on the part 
of such officers, their activities as affects the .AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS, should 
be thoroughly investigated and reported herein. 


THE NEW HAVEN FIELD DIVISION 



* AT BRIDGEPORT . CONNECTICUT 

Will ascertain the activities leLd on "All-Slav Sunday", 
June 21, 1942. 


Will ascertain the extent of Communist control of the 
local offices of the AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS, if such have been established, 
and in the organizations of which it is composed. 



THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


Will check the names of the delegates from New York to 
the Detroit Congress'of April 25, 1942, with the indices, to ascertain if any 
of the delegates have previously beon reported as Communists or as having been 
affiliatod with Communist organizations. 



Will keep in touch vrith confidential informants to 
ascertain further activities of Subject orgaaization. 


Organization of 
Divisions 




The following individuals are officers of the National 
the AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS, residing in the New York Field 
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The New York Office will make a preliminary investigation 
as to such officers "by checking the indices and interrogating Communist inform¬ 
ants. If such preliminary check indicates Communist activity on the part of such 
officers, their activities as affects the .AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS should he thor¬ 
oughly investigated and reported herein. 

THE PHILADELPHIA FIELD DIVISION 


* * AT PHILADELPHIA. PA. 


Will ascertain the extent of Communist control in local 
offices of theAMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS and in organizations sending delegates to 
the AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS. 

THE SAIT FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION 


* AT SAN FRANCISCO . CALIFORNIA 

Through appropriate sources of information, will con¬ 
tinue its contact %*ith those All-Slav organizations in the San Francisco Bay 
Area which axe known to subscribe to the platform of the Detroit Congress. 

' Through discreet investigation will endeavor to ascertain 

the activities of the All-Slavic/,Second Front Committee which vras established 
in July of 1942. J 

Will continue its survey of organized Communist infiltra¬ 
tion into the Slav community of Northern California* 

THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 



AT WASHINGTON . D. C. 

f 

i 

Will establish connection between persons and organize*- 
170 tions mentioned in the ^j^^HH^^f^HHHj|^|H|H|^Vwith a view to determining 
Communist control there^^euS^^!^^OTHff^^^^^RRish relation of the AMERICAN 
SLAV CONGRESS to the Russian government inspired ALL SLAV CONGRESS held in Mos¬ 
cow. 

Win ascertain the extent of Communist control of the « 
local offices of the AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS, if such have been established, and 
in the organizations of which it is composed. 
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|Ep October 12, 1947." v.. : ;; : 7 . 
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One copy of nineteen'page mimeographed brochure entitled. 


^<rV. 


A*'?* ' 
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• • ... • - .r" 


One copy of nineteen‘page mimeographed brochure entitled, 

"Keep America. Free l • Help Prevent a Hev; ..crl Excerpts ‘from Rejxnrt by. 

GBORGB FTRTNSKY. 'Executive Secretary of the i-ncrican Slav Congress, delivered.’ .^ 
before the.Motional Committee meeting, October 11, 1947, Hotel Pcrmsylvcnity• 
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• Trro copies of quarterly magazine "The Slavic American”; 
T,'inter 1947 issue. 
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Nikola 

TESLA 



Whose daring imagination and concrete accomplishments are among the wonders of our age. 

By PAULINE KLOPACKA 


W HEN Nikola Tesla died in 
January of J943 in com¬ 
parative seclusion in a New 
York hotel, he owned no more than 
the few personal possessions that had 
become dear to him during the 86 
years of his life. Yet his estate was 
so fabulous that its value can never 
be truly assessed. And his heirs were 
the men and women of all the world. 

What price can be put on the work 
of a man who brought into being the 
electric power era? The industrial 
giant that the U. S. is today rests on 
the series of brilliant discoveries and 
inventions in the harnessing and 
transmission of electricitv conceived 


by Nikola Tesla, who came to this 
country from the land of the South 
Slavs when he was 28 years of age. 

It was at midnight between July 9 
and 10 in 1856 that a son, Nikola, 
was born to the Rev. Milutin Tesla 
and Djouka, his wife, in the little 
Serbian village of Smiljan, in the 
province of Lika. Now a part of 
Yugoslavia, it was at that time under 
Austro-Hungarian rule. 

Tesla’s father, a Serb, was a priest 
of the Greek Church, and his mother 
of a distinguished Serbian family, 
came from a long line of inventors. 
Both father and mother gave to the 
child a valuable heritage and culture 


developed and passed on by ancestral 
families that had been community 
leaders for many generations. 

It was at first planned that the son 
prepare for the priesthood but Nikola 
would have none of this. Physics and 
mathematics fascinated him. He 
would be a teacher of these favorite 
subjects. But then he switched to elec¬ 
trical engineering and at the age ol 
25 a graduate of Prague University— 
earlier training had been obtained 
at the Graz Polytechnic in Austria— 
he was set for his first job. 

At that time the American Tele¬ 
phone System was brought to Europe 
and an installation set up in Buda¬ 
pest, where Tesla was a successful 
applicant for a position. 

T hree years later, in 1884, he was 
U. S. bound. There were 4 cents in 
the young immigrant’s pocket when 
he arrived in New York, but that did 
not disturb him. He had the names of 
friends. He would soon get to work. 

His confidence was well founded, 
since within a few years he was 
counted among the ranking scientists 
of the country, his discoveries bring¬ 
ing in handsome royalties. 

It is interesting to note the descrip¬ 
tion of Tesla at this time by his biog¬ 
rapher, J. J. O’Neill in the book, 
“Prodigal Genius”: “Tesla was a 
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spedacuiar. Ii c ure in New ,rk in 
1891. A tall, dark, hands*. , well- 
built individual with a flare for wear- 
ing clothes that gave him an air of 
magnificence, who spoke perfect Eng¬ 
lish but carried an atmosphere of 
European culture. He was an out¬ 
standing personality to all who be¬ 
held him.” One of his colleagues 
described him as “immaculately 
groomed, and of delightful courtesy 
and charm.” 

A review of Tesla’s work is noth¬ 
ing short of amazing. To quote from 
J. J. O’Neill’s book: 

“It was Tesla's invention of the polyphase 
alternating current system that was directly 
responsible for harnessing Niagara Falls 
and opening th»* modern electric super¬ 
power era in which electricity is transported 
for hundreds of miles to operate the tens 
of thousands of mass production factories 
of our industrial system. 

“Every* one of the tall, Martian trans¬ 
mission lines that stalks across the earth and 
whose wires carry electricity to distant cit¬ 
ies is a monument to Tesla, every dynamo 
and every motor that drives e\ t ery machine 
in the country is a monument to him. 

“He discovered the secret of transmitting 
electric power to the utmost ends of the 
earth without wires and demonstrated his 
system by which power could be drawn 
from the earth anywhere by making a con¬ 
nection to the ground; he set the entire 
earth in electrical vibration with a genera¬ 
tor which sprouted lightning that rivaled 
the fiery artillery of the heavens. It was a 
minor portion of this discovery that he cre¬ 
ated the modern radio system. He planned 
our broadcasting methods of today 40 
years ago when others saw in the wireless 
only the dot and dash message that might 
save ships in distress. 

“Tesla was an inventor but he was much 
more than a producer of devices. He was 
a discoverer of new principles opening 
many new empires of knowledge which 
even today have been only partly explored. 
In a single burst of invention be created 
the world of power of today. 

“He brought into being our electric power 
era, the rock bottom foundation on which 
the industrial system of the entire world is 
buiided. He gave us our mass production 
system for without his motors and currents 
it could not exist 

“He gave us every essential of current 
radio. He invented radar 40 years before 
its use in World War II. He gave us our 
modern neon and other forms of gaseous 
tube lighting. He gave us fluorescent light¬ 
ing. He gave us the high frequency cur- 

* rents which are performing their electronic 
wonders throughout the industrial and med¬ 
ical world. He gave us remote control by 

* wireless.**' 

• 

Always proud of his national ori¬ 
gin, Tesla spoke as follows during his 
visit to Belgrade in 1892 in answer to 
a speech of welcome by the city’s 

‘ 4 . 


mayor: “llierc is something in n| 
which is only perhaps illusory . . . 
1 ut if I were to be sufficiently for¬ 
tunate to bring about at least some 
of my ideas it would be for the bene¬ 
fit of all humanity. If these hopes 
become one day a reality, my greatest 
joy would spring from the fact that 
this work would be the work of a 
Serb.” 

Tesla dedicated his life to peace, 
to lightening the burden of toil from 
the shoulders of his fellow man. As 
every scientist who so interprets his 
function in society, he was stricken 
when he saw the coming of World 
War II and his inventions being pre¬ 
pared for destructive purposes. He 
sought desperately to prevent the war 
and made available a device which he 
offered to the world, maintaining that 
it would make any country, no mat¬ 
ter how small, safe within its bound¬ 
aries. His offer was rejected. 

But once the war was an accom¬ 
plished fact, and when the people’s 
armies rose in defense of their na¬ 
tions in what appeared to be an un- 
eoual fight, he did all he could to 
rallv his countrymen to work to the 
limit in the war effort. 

Fhortly before his death he wrote 
as follows to his nephew, M. Sava 
Kosanovic, now Yugoslav Ambassa¬ 
dor to the U. S.: 

“President Roosevelt and Donald 
Nelson , Director of our War Produc¬ 
tion have repeatedly urged the Amer¬ 
ican people , workers and employers , 
to meet as fully as possible the goals 
established for the production of war 
materials . ... For that reason , my 
dear brothers and sisters , as the old¬ 
est Serb , Yugoslav and American in 
the U. S. f / am addressing this letter 
to you 9 asking you to answer the call 
of President Roosevelt. 

€, The achievements of our brothers 
in the old country are worthy of the 
spirit which permeates our folklore 
... the fate of the Serbs f Croats and 
Slovenes is inseparable .” 

Tesla was not satisfied with his 
achievements in releasing the earth’s 
energies so that men could work with 
less backbreaking effort and live more 
comfortably. The man who could 


draw up a tiesi c it for a perfect motor 
was also concerned with drawing up 
a plan for a better world. When 
Tesla read the address of the then 
Vice-President, Henry A. Wallace, on 
The Future of the Common Man, he 
was fired with enthusiasm. The Yugo¬ 
slav edition of the speech included 
a preface by Nikola Tesla written in 
October, 1942: 

“Out of this waT, the greatest since the 
beginning of history, a new world must be 
born, a world that would justify the sacri¬ 
fices offered by humanity. This new world 
must be a world in which there shall be no 
exploitation of the weak by the strong, of 
the good by the evil; where there will be 
no humiliation of the poor by the violence 
of the rich; where the products of intellect, 
science and art will serve society for the 
liclferment and beautification of life, and not 
individuals for the amassing of wealth. This 
new world shall not be a world of the down¬ 
trodden and humiliated, but of free men 
and free nations, equal in dignity and re¬ 
spect for man . . .** 

This man, whose work was so ad¬ 
vanced of his time that much of it 
still remains unexplored could have 
amassed millions, but he was so little 
interested in personal gain that to 
save his friend, Mr. Westinghouse, 
from bankruptcy he tore up a con¬ 
tract which would have brought him 
S12 millions in royalties. Pressed for 
funds during the latter part of his 
life, many of his inventions are lost 
to the world. 

But thoueh he was often short of 
money he would walk over to Herald 
Square and feed the pigeons. It was 
almost a sacred trust, feeding the 
piceons twice a day. They had been 
his personal responsibility through 
the years, and if he could not be 
there to do the feeding, a Western 
Union messenger boy would be hired 
to do the job in his stead. Often he 
would forget an important engage¬ 
ment so that he might keep his “date” 
on Herald Square. The pigeons were 
a way to relaxation, a note of warmth 
in an otherwise rigidly disciplined 
life. He had few friends and never 
married, since he felt a scientist must 
keep himself free of personal rela¬ 
tionships that would be unduly de¬ 
manding. 

Restless and ea^er to unravel every 
possible unknown to the very end of 

(Continued on page 49) 


GEO M1LEV 

describes only iroin the standpo* of 
his art. ... In. his attitude ic .d 
various events in the life around him, 
which impress him strongly, he docs 
not lake sides. He does not praise one 
and hurt the other; he merely de¬ 
scribes everything he sees, describes 
it with the delicate, sweet colors of 
•poetry.” 

Geo was fined 20.000 leva and 
sentenced to one year in prison. He 
could not believe that the court could 
make such a decision. With joking 
reference to the dullness of “their 
Honors,” he left the courtroom be¬ 
lieving that the decision would never 
be carried out. 

He was right Unable to enforce 
their decision legally, the government 
resorted to illegal means. 

Next day. May 15, 1925, Geo was 
kidnapped from his home and killed 
by underlings of Prime Minister 
Alexander Tzankoff. 

The cultural world of Europe pro¬ 
tested Geo’s death. Henri Barbusse, of 
France, visited Bulgaria to investigate 
the case. In his book “The Murder¬ 
ers” he made reference to the circum¬ 
stances of Geo’s death. Max Rein¬ 
hardt protested and “regretted the 
loss of a very gifted theater director.” 
Oskar Kokoshka,' in Vienna, recog¬ 
nized the loss of “a precious critic 
and learned connoisseur of modem 
art” 

Many Bulgarian writers were si¬ 
lent. Fearing for their lives, they did 
not dare to speak a w r ord for Geo 
Milev or express regret for his death. 
The more courageous of them stated 
that “talent such as Geo’s is bom 
only once in a hundred years,” that 
“He was the most cultured Bulgar¬ 
ian,” “The most honest and courage¬ 
ous.” 

T he youth and the common people 
deeply mourned for Geo. They 
l^ijkneyr -they had lost a sincere friend 
^^^pf^faispirer. Unable to use the Bul- 
gp^arian printing presses, they copied 
poem by hand and learned it by 
heart. Bulgarian students abroad 
printed it in Paris, and in Belgrade. 
In Prague it was translated into 


TESLA 

{Continued from page 41 

his life, he read a paper on the occa¬ 
sion of his 80lh birthday on the per¬ 
fection of a tube for atom smashing. 
As if that were not enough, he also 
presented a system of interplanetary 
communication. 

Thus the fragmentary story of the 
life and work of a Yugoslav immi¬ 
grant who, like so many tens of thou¬ 
sands of his fellow countrymen, left 
their homeland rather than live as 
subjects within the Austro-Hungarian 
empire. 

He made a unique contribution to 
his adopted land, so ideally suited to 
the full scope of his genius, “the like 
of which in all history could prob¬ 
ably be counted on the fingers of one 
hand.” 

It is to be hoped that just as he 
brought electrification to the U. S. 
in the short span of ten years, his 
adopted country might assist in the 
full electrification of the Balkans, 
reversing its present policy tow r ard 
New Yugoslavia. 

Czech and in Russia into Russian. 

A few courageous young people in 
Bulgaria printed pamphlets about 
Geo. They were promptly tortured 
and imprisoned. 

We, his family, searched for him 
for months, but we never learned 
exactly w’here and how he was killed. 

There were rumors that he had 
been shot in the mountains, that he 
had been burned in the furnace of 
“Public Safety.” These measures 
were used by Bulgarian Fascists long 
before the w r orld knew of Hitler. Both 
stories, hovrever, avowed that his 
spirit was not crushed. 

Geo’s voice wras silenced forever. 
The murderers triumphed, but they 
forgot that he who speaks for the 
freedom of a tormented and deprived 
people does not die. In today’s New 
Bulgaria, Geo Milev is honored as 
one of her most cherished sons. Geo’s 
poems are celebrated especially by 
the youth of today, the heirs of the 
September Revolution of 1944, which 
fulfilled his prediction of a decade 
before that “September will be May.” 


I] THE AMERICAN SLAV 
COMMITTEE 

of Canton, Ohio 

welcomes the new magazine 

THE SLAVIC AMERICAN 

and projects best wishes for its suc¬ 
cess. This organ, we know, will be a 
great contribution to the enlighten¬ 
ment of the homes of American Slavs. 

Greetings to the Second Issue 

of 

THE SLAVIC AMERICAN 

and 

Best Wishes for Continued Success 
in the Coming Year 

ALL SLAVIC COUNCIL OF 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

739 Page Street, San Francisco, Calif. 

GREETINGS FROM 
JIM BALANOFF 

I 

Greetings from Lodge 3052 
American-Russian Fraternal Society, IWO 
1010 East Foss Avenue Flint. Mich. 

Greetings from 
CLUB "YUGO-FORWARD" 

Detroit, Mich. 

THE STANLEY THEATRE 

Presents 

The Best Films from the U.S.S.R. 
NOW! “THE GREAT GLINKA" 

7th Ave. A 42nd St. New York City 

Best Wishes for Success to 
THE SLAYIC AMERICAN 
American Russian Fraternal Society 
Lodge 3069 

120 Glenmore Ave. Brooklyn. N. Y. 

Efficient Service Since 1919 

LEON BENOFF 
General Insurance Broker 

391 East 149th St., New York 
MEIrose 5-0984 

Insurance Is cheaper to have than to need 
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The American Way of Life 


“Why Go to War to Keep 
Others From Having Their 
Way of Life, "asks Adamic 


by LOllS ADAMIC 

T UI* open ini: lilies of tin: Progres¬ 
sive Party’s platform road: 
“Three years after the end of 
the Second World War tlic drums 
are heating for a third. Cixtl liberties 
are being destroyed. Millions cry out 
for relief from unbearably high prices. 
The American Way of Lift* is in dan¬ 
ger."* 

The American Wax of Life has 
been the issue in any American elec¬ 
tion ever since 1776. Leery voter who 
goes to the polls, \oles— intelligently 
or mistakenly : independently or un¬ 
der the spell of inveterate partisan¬ 
ship—for one or another concept of 

the American W : ay of Life. 

Of course, various people, living 
in various circumstances, have vari¬ 
ous ideas of what constitutes the 
American Way of Life. I propose 
to state my ideas of it: also 1 shall 
presume to fit those ideas within the 
frame of the new Progressixe Partx 
which miiM continue t<» grow from it- 
t*ejritmiiigs in 19h'». 

As 1 see the American Way of Life, 
its principles were born of the Ameri¬ 
can Revolution. They were won in 
struggle; nothing as * fundamental 
and deep-reaching comes easy. They 
are stated in the Declaration of In¬ 
dependence and the Constitution of 
the United States. Our job now is 
to perceive what policies and meas¬ 
ures will safeguard the Way against 
decay and corruption, and will fur¬ 
ther its growth and evolution to 
meet successfully the problem of 
changing times and new conditions. 
The principles of 1776 are as valid 
as ever, but life is different today 
from what it was then. Fortunately 
growth and change are of the very es¬ 
sence of the American Way. 

The first principle of the American 
W’ay of Life is the right to life itself: 
and this must be safeguarded against 
war on the one hand, and on the 
other against poverty, which in recent 
decades has taken a far heavier toll 
than any war in which this nation 
has ever so far been involved— 
though the “next war.** if we permit 
it to be drummed up. %\ ill reverse the 
story. 


The second principle of the Ameri¬ 
can Way is liberty . . . it lia> al¬ 
ways been our slogan and our pride. 
But we have long been cautioned 
that its price is eternal vigilance,, and 
we know how to recognize those who 
have designs on it. 

The third principle of our Way 
is abundance, When migrants from 
Europe first began to settle here, this 
was a land rich in the gifts of nature: 
and for all that those gifts have been 
abused by ignorance and irresponsi¬ 
bility. and particularly by exploiters 
and monopolists. Our resources are 
still great enough—if deforestation 
and erosion are checked in time, and 
if our mineral resources are properly 
conserved—to afford abundance, tin* 
good life, to all the inhabitants of 

These States. 

And a fourth principle of the Amer¬ 
ican Way is opportunity . 

T HE Prog ressive Party promises to 
safeguard the right to life by 
avoiding war—always the saddest 
failure of morality and now the po- 
tenial destroyer of human society and 
the globe itself. 

Whether or not we can avoid 
World War III, I don’t know; but 1 
do know* this—that if we don’t trv 
to avoid it, nothing else is worth try- 

LOLTS ADAMIC 

Slovenian Amer¬ 
ican author and 
lecturer , a foremost 
authority on na¬ 
tional groups , he 
is a prolific writer- 
Among his works 
are My Native 
Land . Dinner at 
the White House- 
Two-Way Passage , 
Nation of Nations, 
My America, lie 
alsit edits and pub¬ 
lishes a current affairs bulletin. Trends 
and Tides , issued from his home in 
Milford , New Jersey• 


inu to do iiowuduvs. It is futile to 
wonder about the kind of curtains 
you’ll hang up in your living-room 
! . . futile to write or read books. !<• 
go to lectures or to school . . . silly 
to worrv about being called a Red or 
a Communist, or whatever, or about 
being hauled up before the fantastic 
Un-American Activities Committee 
. . . futile to work at your job, what¬ 
ever it may be ... silly to worry about 
keeping on the good side of whoever 
can take that job away from you. 

War or peace? I don’t know; but 
if we want any sort of future for this 
country, for the rest of the world, 
for ourselves and the Russians, for 
you and me personally, then we’d 
better w«./k for peace . . . stand up 
for peace . . . stand up with our new 
political vehicle, the Progressive Par¬ 
ty. 

The Progressive Party further pro¬ 
poses to safeguard the right to life 
by abolishing poverty. Cynics, pressti- 
tutes, and generally people without 
hope and vision say this can’t be 
done. They say Henry Wallace is a 
starry-eyed visionary. We say it can 
he done if we will jealously maintain 
freedom, bear in mind the limitless 
capabilities of Americans, and keep 
the grip of monopoly from arrogating 
the* resources that should serve all. 
and if we will insist upon the appli¬ 
cation of the ever more marvelous 
discoveries and techniques of science 
for the common good. 

The Progressive Party proposes to 
safeguard liberty — not with more 
lip service, but by adhering fully to 
ihe Constitution, including the Bill of 
Rights and all subsequent amend¬ 
ments, in all their vitality and integ¬ 
rity, and by reviving and enhancing 
the programs and formulations of 
Roosevelt s New Deal. The Pro n res- 
sixe Party proposes to guard liberty 

(Contitun'd on page 26) 
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The American 1V« y 

( Continued from page 51 

against that danger which most dis¬ 
turbed the Founding Fathers—the 
power of the military. And note how 
all these things are inter-related. Lib¬ 
erty is imperiled by poverty, by mo¬ 
nopoly, by war. Every measure which 
the new party proposes is a measure 
t<» safeguard liberty. 

By abundance, the new party means 
that our rich land—and our skills, 
brought here by immigrants from the 
Old World in the last 300 years— 
shall produce all that is needed to 
make the good life available to every 
law-abiding and industrious man and 
woman here, and their children, re¬ 
gardless of color, race or religion; 
and that these fruits of enterprise and 
labor shall not be so ill-divided that 
a few are glutted with a surfeit of 
luxuries while many who toil and 
sweat must for reasons beyond their 
control still go “ill-fed, ill-clothed and 
ill-housed.” 

The pioneers who first possessed 
the Atlantic seaboard and later 
pressed westward through the forests 
and the prairies, could win abun¬ 
dance by strength and industry, by 
the wide swing of the axe. the true 
aim of the flintlock, and the firm 
hand on the plow*. There was op- 
porlunity galore. AJmost any man 
could get land for the asking or for 
a few dollars an acre, and become 

(Continued on page 291 
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The American M«y 

an independent fanner. An) mail 
could <i*l uj> a little store in a new 
community and Ihtoiiu* a prosperous 
merchant as the town grew. Almost 
any man could start a paper, estab¬ 
lish a factory or mill, or open a mine, 
and heroine an industrialist. 

This i> no longer true. Mill ions of 
square miles ha\e been rendered use¬ 
less for human use and habitation h> 
irresponsible deforestation and by 
erosion. The number ol lamih I arms 
dwindles yearly; every day hundreds 
of indejiendcnt merchants and small 
minim:, millin'! ami manufacturing 
companies are forced out of business 
bv the power of monopoly, centered 
in Wall Street. 

The relentless limitation of oppor¬ 
tunity. the shrinking of abundance 
for millions, the violences done to lib¬ 
erty in defiance of the Constitution 
and in contempt of the tradition that 
began in 1776. the further threat 
against freedom in the ominous form 
of military rule, the denial of life 
itself to unnumbered victims of pov¬ 
erty, and the grave threat to all our 
lives in the probability of a war 

waued with atom bomb." and bacteria 

% 

—these developments, conditions ami 
prospects now imperil the American 
Wav of Life. 

m 

The Progressive Party proposes to 
restore and safeguard and extend 
that W ay—the emphasis is on the 
word “extend.” Nothing in nature 
stands still, and no more can human 
economic and social and political in¬ 
stitutions. Change is the key prin¬ 
ciple of the American Way—growth, 
adaptation, progress. Had it not been 
for that principle, the USA would 
not exist—we would not now be de¬ 
bating the decisions made in an 
election: we would still be colonial 
subjects, or we wouldn’t be here at 
all. 

If we remembered more vividly 
what daring it took in 1776 to reject 
monarchy and form a republic, we 
would ha\c less hesitation in reject¬ 
ing the National Association of Man¬ 
ufacturers* notions of “free enter¬ 
prise/" and adopting measures more 
in keeping with today’s facts of life. 
We would not hesitate to defy the 
greatest power on earth—that of mo¬ 
nopoly corporations and cartels, 
whose agents have lately seized con¬ 
trol of the L .S. Government. 


I (.on! tutted from pnpe 2(»* 

Under Henry Wallace's leadership, 
the Progressive Party offers itself as 
a medium through which those who 
love their country and are also in 
favor of their own rightful individual 
interests can express themselves po¬ 
litically ... in 1919 . . . 1950 . . . 
in 1952. assuming that the "“next war. 
now being drummed up, won t destroy 
us ail before then. 

Wc know now that we have estab¬ 
lished a firm foundation for the new 
party under the leadership of Henrv 
Waliare and (den Taylor. Person¬ 
ally. I was not in thi.-* campaign only 
in reference to this \ ear's election 
or because I think, as I do think, 
that Henry Wallace is a great Ameri¬ 
can who should he in the White House 
in this crucial period. In the main. 

1 was in this campaign because, like 
Wallace and Taylor, like many other 
Americans. 1 became convinced that 
neither of the old parties is fit to deal 
w ith the profound crisis which is com¬ 
ing to a climax in these middle years 
of the 20th century. I am in this 
movement because I want to dielp 
build a new people s party that will 
be capable of coping with the crisis 
now converging upon us and th* rest 
of the world. 

T IKE many Americans. 1 am for- 
eign-born: and every once in a 
while I hear or read some remark to 
the effect that I have no right to he 
doing what I am doing—helping the 
growth of a new* party which hopes 
to save the peace. Such remarks 
amuse me. It so happens that I have 
read rather extensively in American 
history, not as taught in most schools, 
but as it really happened; and I am' 
impressed by this fact—that in all 
crucial or climactic periods in the 
career of this country, the so-called 
foreigners played important roles. 

The Irish and German elements, for ‘ 

« 

instance, were the big “foreign” 
groups around 1776. and it was they, 
who became the backbone of General 
Washington's revolutionary army. 
The Irish and German elements also 
furnished the mass support to Thomas 
Jefferson when be started a new part) 
150 years ago. Jefferson did not tri¬ 
umph immediately* \ as Wallace 
didn’t); his supporters stood it with 
him until he did (as I hope we will 

^Continued on 30* 
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Delegate* join in ringing the National Anthem . 

The American Way <Continued from page 29) 


with Wallace). The same was true 
again in the period of Andrew Jack- 
son, when American democracy took 
another long step forward. When 
Lincoln came along and started a new 
party, his most steadfast backing 
came from the numerous new-immi¬ 
grant groups—Germans, Finns, Poles. 
Scandinavians and others. 

This was quite natural. As new¬ 
comers who came here seeking lib¬ 
erty. abundance and opportunity. 

thev had a more acute sense of what 

* 

America professed, and they took 
American principles more seriously 
than many of the old-line Americans 
who had begun to be matter-of-fact, 
if not smug, about the country. As 
newcomers, they were somewhat out¬ 
side the mainstream of American life. 
By going behind the cause of Wash¬ 
ington, Jefferson, Jackson and Lin¬ 
coln, they became part of the main¬ 
stream. They promoted themselves 
from second-class citizens to first- 
class. It was Americanization at its 
very best. It made history, it enriched 
the traditions, it integrated the new 
Americans into the country as a 
whole. 

And it is quite natural, and very 
fortunate, that manv of us in the 
new-immigrant groups have joined 
w'ith many old-line Negro Americans, 
with many white Americans of the 
earlier immigration waves, with Hen¬ 
ry Wallace, in this movement to form 
a new party and make it competent to 
deal with the complex problems loom¬ 
ing before us. Many of us Slavic 
Americans already in 1946 and early 
in 1947, sensed that Henry Wallace 
was right, and we became part of the 
growing impulse to form a new parl\. 


Regardless of what some of our oppo¬ 
nents have said, this fact is strictly 
and wonderfully in the American tra- 
dition. It is part of the Americaniza¬ 
tion process. It is according to the 
American Way. We are promoting 
ourselves from second-class to first- 
class citizenship. This is resented by 
some of the Americans of the older 
strains, the self-styled standard Amer¬ 
icans ; but don’t let that worry you too 
much. They, too, are being American¬ 
ized or re-Americanized as you as- 
sunn- vour full rights and duties of 
citizenship. Americanism has its 
standards, to be sure; very high 
standards; but it is not anything rigid 
or dead; it is alive, vital, open to 
change and enrichment. 

Slavic Americans are part of the 
whole immense American dynamic 
which is as yet little understood, and 
is full of promises and dangers. By 
coming here, w*e of the new immigra¬ 
tion greatly complicated the Ameri¬ 
can civilization as it was. say, 90 or 
100 years ago. Most Slavic immi¬ 
grants became workers in the great 
industries, and now their energy is 
integral with the American scene as 
a whole. Most immigrants in the last 
100 years or so worked hard, many 
of them too hard at too little pay, and 
helped to create a complex industrial 
machine which, lest it overwhelm us, 
now needs intelligent handling and 
control. It is our duty to take an ac¬ 
tive interest in finding an approach 
to the immense industrial, economic 
and social problems facing us; for. 
let me repeat, our coming here and 
our labors in the last several decades 
have helped to create these problems. 

Most of us who came over were 


ordinary people. But in the new’ im¬ 
migration waves were also some ex¬ 
traordinary human beings. There 
was, for instance, a man of genius, 
Nikola .Tesla. His numerous inven- 
tions now are one of the most impor¬ 
tant factors in the immense American 
industrial scheme which throbs with 
the high promises that pulsated 
through Tesla’s brain, but which are 
also full of dangers. Personally, as 
one who happens to be proud of be¬ 
ing of the same background as was 
Tesla. I feel it is my special duty to 
help do what is necessary to insure 
that Tesla’s work, as well as the work 
of ordinary men and women, will 
go into the fulfillment of promises in 
our American T&ay of Life, rather 
than contribute to the catastrophe 
now threatening. 

N 1942. Henry Wallace made his 

♦ • 

famous speech on “The Century 
of the Common Man.” Nikola Tesla, 
who was a verv uncommon man, pub¬ 
licly endorsed that speech in glowing 
terms. And I think that I speak not 
only for myself, but also for Tesla, 
when l assert that the American Way 
of Life is not the way of incredibly 
greedy monopoly profits and prohibi¬ 
tive prices for the necessities of life. 
Look at this picture: Millions of men 
in their best years who fought and 
suffered, many of whom will carry 
greater or lesser disabilities to their 
graves—veterans to whom we said 
“Nothing is too good for you”—are 
unable to secure homes of minimum 
decency and convenience. Their fami¬ 
lies cannot be adequately fed with 
meat at 70£ to S1.2U a pound. What¬ 
ever wage increases they may secure 

t Continued on /nitto 32* 
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comments 

from our readers 
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Dear Editor: 

Our small clul> of eight members, from a small 
mining community in Pennsylvania, until re¬ 
cently was known as the Rural Ridge Busy Knit¬ 
ters Club. We are now a chapter of the Con¬ 
gress of American Women. 

We have only fifteen dollars in our treasure 
and out of this we are sending vou SiO, be¬ 
cause of our desire to contribute to the work vou 
are doing. 

May it help in some wav towards The Slavic 
American's fight for freedom and democracy. 

AnnoSfominac, Pres. 

Anne Kondrick, Secy. 

Julia Pukavina, Treas. 

Rural Ridge, Pa. 


Dear Editor: 

1 send you post haste my renewal subscription 
for The Slavic American. 

In all sincerity—keep up the good work for 
vou are doing an excellent job in the struggle 
against fascism. 

I never miss an issue. 

Rev. Eliot While 
New York , A'. 

Dear Editor: 

How about more profiles on Slavic American 
writers and scientists like Nikola Tesla? The 
field for this type of material is virtually endless. 

Anton Markulic 
Los Angeles. Calij. 

< See pope lZ~Ed.) 
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through their unions, increased living 
costs still stay one jump ahead of 
them. 

We of the Progressive Party say 
this is not the American Way of Life. 
And “we M includes great numbers of 
ex-GIs and young workers, old-stock 
Americans and immigrants: Ameri¬ 
cans of all breeds and backgrounds. 

If all Americans are employed at 
better than mere-existence wasres or 
are engaged in business or profes¬ 
sional activities at a reasonable com¬ 
pensation; if all Americans are well 
clothed and fed: if all Americans 
are secure instead of uncertain and 
worried, as the majority are today, 
there will be no war. The Hearsts. 
Peglers, Forrestals and Bullitts won’t 
get to first base in trying to prop¬ 
agandize us into fear and hate of 
other countrie> uhich are emergin'.! 
out of backwardness and. because of 
their different historic experiences, 
are attempting a different system for 
providing benefits and opportunities 
for their citizens. 


W by go to war to keep others from 
havinu their wav of life? We in the 
W allace movement, in the Progressive 
Party. insist on peace in order to keep 
the American Way of Life. If our ap¬ 
proach prevails in time, there will be 
no war and Russia will be no danger 
to America, to the American Way of 
Life. The chief danger to this coun¬ 
try and to our institutions under the 
Constitution lies in our present high- 
level politicians and wire-pullers who 
have raised the erv of Communism 
and of the Russian menace as a 
smokescreen to neutralize any pos* 
sible militancy on the part of labor, 
to scare us in the new-immigrant 
groups, to frighten the Negroes, and 
to confuse the people generally so 
they won’t be able to figure out who 
or what is responsible for high living 
costs. Henrv Wallace clearly means 

0 * 

what he savs; so he and his active 
supporters were smeared, lest too 
many voters vote for him and in their 
own interest. 

The old-line politicians and wire¬ 


pullers and their propagandists are 
not afraid of Communism, but of 
American democracy and of the 
American people; of the people get¬ 
ting wise to themselves and demand¬ 
ing a return to the American Wav of 
Life—the Way defined in the Decla¬ 
ration of Independence and the Con¬ 
stitution of the I’nited States. 

That’s what they are afraid of . . . 

♦ 

that’s what we Progressives stand for 
. . . and that’s what will prevail if you 
and I. all of us and all of our neigh¬ 
bors wherever we come from, do 
everything in our power to build the 
new party that has come into being 
around the personality and political 
philosophy of Henry Wallace. W r e, all 
of us. will have to do all we can in 
this post-election period to make of 
the Progressive Party a party capable 
of saving the country and helping to 
bring about a world in which the 
American Way of Life will include 
not warlike antagonism, but construc¬ 
tive interest in the ways of life in 
other countries. 


0 


FEDERAL BUREAi 


OF 


VESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CINCINNATI, OHIO 


MI nut no. 100-27583 MB J 


bX 

0/5 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


O CO 


-*P> 


• 0+ ^ 


. • . • * 

* ^ 

• _ 4 • 

• r 

• ’ v f.v 


/jBureau latter dated January 21 r 1943, reflects that 
SAVA KDSANOVICH -±snft^y^Gdasrf^ and* supposedly 
helps finance every Serbjyig newspaper in the* U* S»- 
except "SRBOBRAM", published'in riiijjburgh; and 
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Minister of State and a^ter comlngto the 0# S. 
was threatened wit 
Chetnlk and pro-Qe 
eapl^edditii 0. S. 


g@£ 

Oj - ?! 

t: 


(& 


* 9 e 

-V 


<&> 

vr_ 


t,' v 

v / 

V V, 

V-\ \V (XA 

& 


\ iiy ^ u s 
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SAVaYkdSANOVICH first came to the attention' of the 
Bureau in January, 1943, After the death of NIKOLA. TESLA, one of the world's 
outstanding scientists in the electrical field* Daring his lifetime, TESLA' 
conducted many experiments in connection with the wireless transmission of 
electrical power and just prior to his death, was Interested In what is 
commonly called the ^death-ray"" ' 

.The notes and records of TESLA's experiments and formulae, 
together with designs of machinery necessary for their operation* were re¬ 
ported to be among TESLA's personal effects, after his death* «aS ff/ 

• * ■ *-•«-«.••••■ . . ... • at ...... . v ‘ 

It was reported that KOSANOTICH claimed to be a nephew 
of TESLA, and he attempted to secure possession of TESLA's personal effects, 
and hired a private locksmith to gain access to TESLA's possessions* The 
Bureau was interested because of the supposedly vital importance of TESLA's 
Inventions and the desire to keep them out of enemy hands,* as one informant 
saintains that KDSANOVICH was pro-Axis in his sympathies* The matter was later 
handled as an alien enemy, custodial detention matter and no further in- 
vestig&tlon conducted by this office* P 
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The Bureau advised by letter of January 21, 1943, that 
its files revealed confidential information concerning NIKOLA TESLA and his 
inventions and advised that one NICQLA\TESLA, who might be identical with 
NICOLA TESLA, made a speech in Springfield, Massachusetts on July 4, 1922 
under the auspices of the Friends of Soviet Russia* fSY/. 

rJrVLs ■ .i.v • » " C V\. 

V j) Lit was further advised that one SAVA KDSANOVICH, des-‘ 
crlbed Minister of Supply, arrived with, other'Yugoslavian Government . 

Officials at Norfolk, Virginia on September 4, 1941^ & another instance; 
the name o£$AVA Ny KCEANOfiCH appeared^MKthe stationery of the 4/6 

EASTERN EUROPEAN PLANNING' BOApD (Chechoslovakia, Qreecbi Poland*flhgoslavia) , A 
% this letterhead, KOSANOVIck was described as ch^lxmaA^^^b<fird and \ 
Minister of State for Tttgoslaria* Itjraj stated tlkvtfaisnlfi^tras inter¬ 
red in planning for poet-war ^Europe*} fin still another Bureau file, i^ 
wa» disclosed that SAVA KOSANOVICH, tfoerbian, wes a member of one of the 
Tagwlavian minority partiee and when an emergency government to overthrow 
an Jlliance with the Axis was ^T o rme d> he was included as an officialis^/ 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 
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L. B. NICHOLS 


DATE: Jaii. 30, 1951 


WESTBROOK PEGLER 

' ■ VS. 


fj ToUo n 

l CONTAIN^. ^ 

HEREIN - Si— 

oaTE_A^>^2 3 — - D k-vqZ^ 


Westbrook Pegler called yesterday'and said he would »^MiJ 
be in town fo'r'Hfie' next iwo or three days and wanted to see tie .SuTiim 
I told him I would be glad to see him late yesterday or today »~«I 
at his convenience. He is coming in today at 2:30 .p«»t> 0 * <-,, — 


I asked him if there was anything special which would 
require my doing any checking • He stated there were two things he 
wanted to discuss. •. ' 

1. The case of Ni^olcftCesla and Abraham hi. «Spqn«Ij 
President of International Latex Corporation; fhat he ~Pe r gJer&ggfoe 
■*some information to Rogers of the Senate Investigating Vfflimttfibe 
three or four years ago and Rogers brushed it off stati&g* : <tti2*/\ — 

witness Pegler wanted to present was unreliable+ J 1 


Our files reflect that Nicola Tesla was one of the 
world's outstanding scientists and in fact designed the generators 
installed at Niagara Falls. He died in New York on January 7, 

1943 3 and is supposed to have left details and plans for a so- 
called death ray. (j&paft^l and Henr^\Wallace, according..to Pegler, 
tried to get hold of <tLOv ~ 

Our files also/ref^ect that Colonel Erskine of 
Military Intelligence celled us^on January 9, 1943, advising that 
Tesla had died, that .4 . Span el nhd communicated with the War Depart¬ 
ment regarding this death, that Tesla had a nephew named Sava 
{Kosanovich who had taken possession of Tesla's papers andTEpanel 
Thought the papers might be used against our Government. 

We made an immediate inquiry in New York, and the first 
report was that Kosanovich and others entered Tesla's room with the 
aid of a locksmith, broke into a safe containing some of Tesla's 
valuable papers including formula • 

xy 

Coincident with this, on January 8, L. M. C. Smith called 
Mr. Tamm regarding the death of Tesla and Smith stated he was 
talking to the Alien Property Custodian about seizing these items • 


i \ - 


We interviewed Spanel who expressed concern over Tesla's 
effects and Spanel stated that Kosanovich had turned over the 
effects of Tesla to the Alien Property Custodian. Spanel further 
stated the day before Tesla died, he tried Yo get in touch wi tA —. .. 
the War Department to make available °ertaipLpqtehifsf^Q ^jt ^tf^ 
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It turned out that Xosanovich at this time was 
secretary of state to the Yugoslav Government in exile in 
York, He later became Ambassador and returned to Yugoslavia last 
year, We investigated him on various occasions as a possible 
espionage agent, However, there were no overt acts ever developed• 

% 

In 1945, we talked to a Private Bloyce Fitzgerald, 
who stated he had been associated with Tesla, and that the Army 
believed that Tesla's "death ray" is the only defense against 
atom bombs, 


It was very clear we had no responsibility for Tesla 
effects, that the Alien Property Custodian seized them and we 
learned later that Naval authorities made microfilms of all his 
papers. 



Xosanovich communicated with the Bureau on March 29, 

1950, and under date of April 3, 1950, in response to his request 
for the microfilms of the papers of Tesla, who was a relative of 
Xosanovich, we advised Xosanovich that this Bureau had never been 
in possession of Tesla's papers . 

I see in the file there are conflicting reports on 
Xosanovich: some people say ftp- is a. Communist / others, say he is 
not a Communist but is a/Vito opportunist. On one occasion, on 
Decemb^r^^^,1946, we observed Nathan Greg or yfc&t ive tmaster and 
flmHHHHAin a meeting with Xosanovich in ke\o York City, 

S e natoT^McCarth^furnishe d the Bureau' five communications 
received from ich pertained primarily to 

Abraham\Spanel, ^V^^^^naTwaiw^&ntioned the FBI at length in 
these communications, pointing out that Mr • Foxworth had been 
called in on the Tesla case but was killed shortly thereafter • He 
further stated that he was associated with Fitzgerald and as such 
came in touch with Tesla, He stated the FBI investigated this 
matter but their hands were tied, that there was nothing the FBI 
could do as they had been stopped from a higher level, that 

the FBI Agent he dealt with, resigned and requested 
never to discuss the matter with him again, that 
and family to consider and that the last hope was 
Congress, These communications were furnished to the Department 

on September 19, 1950, 

» 

The checks we have made on Spanel reflect allegations 
he is pro-Soviet and others that he is a patriotic American, 
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It is significant that Spanel filed suit against King 
* Features in 1945 for $6,000,000, alleging libel on the por£ of^ 

4 Pegler . 


We did have an Agent, Harvey Em Rath, who entered on 
duty February 16, 1942, resigned April 5, 1946, At the 

a aoina into the toy business witM^^g 

fAvenue, and his re^aen&a^ 
treet, &asx orange, Hew Jersey • The file 
ind icate that we have ever interviewed Rath on the basis 

lallegations. 



I think we should see what specifics pegler wants • J 
think we can tell him on the Tesla papers that when they were 
reported to us, the Department stated that the Alien Property 
Custodian was going to seize the papers and that we learned Spanel 
had called the War Department about the papers falling into the 
wrong hands, I think the less we can give Pegler the better as 
the libel suit might still be pending . Again, he may be looking 
or information to^publicize Spanel and International Latex• 



er stated -that he wanted to find out something 
who was ordered deported. H^r^^red to the 
ished to me last Fall aboutmKJKt/f being in 
We made a check on that and foundW/^^^Kpad some oil 
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I will limit anything I furnish him on 
material and will go^anly as far as needed 
erest. 
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Mr. Iyon of the State Department informed Nr. Roach that he 
obtained a note from Colonel Grcmbach, Special Intelligence, War Department 
concerning the above mentioned'Individual. Mr. Lyoa was of the opinion 
that the information supplied by Colonel Grombach nfy be of interest to 
the Bureau. 


The information as obtained from Oolonel 
ia quoted as follows j 


by Kr. Lyon 
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RECOMMENDATION 

It is suggested this memorandum be referred to the Internal Security 
Section for its information. 
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at that time. KOSAIDVIC was Yugoslav Ambassador to the United S.tates 
from 19U6 to 1950, and subject saw* him upon occasion despite the fact he 
has had littt^contac^rttt^tti^po^^cal representatives’of that govern 
ment sincefl^H^^^HHHjlHUB He said KOSANOVIC was not a great 
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administrator, but he has considerable respect for him in many ways. He 
believes that KOSANOVIC emphasized to the Yugoslav government that he 
(KOSANOVIC), would be especially effective as Ambassador because he was 
a nephew of TESLA (mentioned above) and a friend of Mayor LA 
and other influential persons in this country. According to! 

K0SAWD7IC is believed to be in disfavor in Yugoslavia now becS 
article he wrote in defense of the Yugoslav-Nazi Pact some years previous. 
He has been under attack by theoretdcian^^tf the Communist Party in 
Yugoslavia for this article. In^HIHHBopinion, KOSANOVIC is not a 
Communist, and he believes that KoHroa^^als against Marxism. 
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[said he first corresponded with ADAMIC after the pub¬ 
lication of ADAMIC's book,. "Native's Return," which w^y^^^ied a number 
of years ago. As a Yugoslav National in this country,^^^^^^was 
interested in ADAMIC's work and initiated corresponden^^WR^Wm. At 
a subsequent date, possibly in late 19id or early 19l*2, ADAMIC was pub¬ 
lishing a bulletin for distribution to 



with 

tfect. he estimated it to be in the fall or winter of 19k2 when he 
first met ADAMIC. In the spring of I 9 I 43 , a rally was to be held in the 
Slovene Hall on St. Clair Avenue, in Cleveland, Ohio, in an effort to 
obtain funds far Yugoslav relief, and ADAMIC at that time requested the 
subjec^t^parttcipate^Hesai^ie thereafter saw him four or five timei 
before of couri 
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xplained that despite the fact that 
BENTLEY furnished inaccuraj^informatior^oncerning him, it 
is possible that eitherSHH|^orVHHHB|V (if they 
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that Agency would have been o^TTtcip value compared to what 
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made contact in New York City with representatives of the 
Royalist government who came as ministers for the Government 
in exile. ^^HHHfetdmitted at this time he was interested 
in Yugosla^n^?er^ Yugoslav progress in engineering, and 
their advances in equipment. He said he was also desirous 
of making the acquaintance of NIKOLAtTESTa, who was an out¬ 
standing Yugoslav scientist aritt""5he of"the founders of 
Y/estinghouse. He said he first learned of the London group 
(Yugoslav government in exile) in the newspapers and, when 
visiting in Mew York City, he visited them in the office which 
was on Park Avenue, as he recalled. By this means he first 
became acquainted with SAVAlikQSTtHOV ICKOSANOVIC eventually 
became an important official with the^Tito government (being 
Yug oslav Ambassador to the United State s), and JE he applicant 
was"” 


saw 


KOSANOv Iu^coup 1 e ot times in 
matters of Yugoslav relief which was spons ored 
AD AMIC. and the last^time he 
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not a grea^considerable respect for 
him in many ways. He believes that KOSANOVIC emphasized i to the 
Yugoslav government that he (KOSANOVIC), would be especially 
effective as Ambassador because he was a newphew of TESLA 
(mentioned above) and a friend of Mayor LA GUARDIA, 
influential persons in this country. According to 
KOSANOVIC is believed to be in disfavor in Yugoslavia now Decause 
of an article he wrote in defense of the Yugoslav-Nazi Pact sb'me 
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he Communi st Party in Yugoslavia for this article. In 

opinion, KOSANOVIC is not a Communist, and he 
eJLieves mat KOSANOVIC is against Marxism. 
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nfoion Dosition in the Tito aovernment. 
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fHHHsaid he first corresponded with LOUIS ADAMIC 
after the puoiic^ion of ADAMIC*s book, "Native's Return," 
which was published a numbej^o^vpars ago. As a Yugoslav 
National in this country, was interested in ADAMIC's 

work and initiated correspanaenc^^ith him. At a subsequent 
date^oossib^ in late 1941 or early 1942, ADAMIC got in touch 
witnV|HH|^H He estimated it to be in the fall or winter of 
1942^ffiWf^^irst met ADAMIC. In the spring of 1943, a rally 
was to be held in the Slovene Hall on St. Clair Avenue, in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in an effort to obtain fundssfor Yugoslav 
relief, and ADAMIC at that time requested the applicant to 
particmat^^H^sak^i^thereaftej^aw him four or five times 
beforeof course it was ABAMIC 
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Dear Friends: 
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nrPERPT.AWETARY SESSION NEWSLETTER. 
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We have not issued a Newsletter since May 1, 1956 because we had no 
Space news which we could consider authentic. However, now we have some 
good news to pass along to you. 


LECTURE - by George Van Tassel and Dan Fry, in Ballroom of Hotel 

Diplomat, 110 West 4 3rd Street, New York City, 8 p.m. 

Thursday, June 20, 1957* Donation $1*25* 

George Van Tassel operates the Giant Rock (California) Spaceport and 
Airport and has been host at four annual Spacecraft Cpnventions. He is 
the author of two books: I Rode A Flying Saucer, and into This World and 
Out Again. He is also the publisher of Proceedings magazine, usually 
Issued monthly. Back issues, of Proceedings have been reprinted in one 
volume. Address George Van Tassel, P. 0. Box 419, Yucca Valley, 
California. 



Dan Fry is the author of The White Sands Incident. In this book he tells 
the story of a trip which he made in a flying saucer from a desert spot 
on the White Sands Proving Ground in New Mexico to New York City and 

return, in 32 miputes. 

% 

4 

Dan Fry and another gentleman are now enroute to New York by automobile. 
George Van Tassel and Art Aho will arrive in Mr. Aho's plane. They all 
.plan to be in New York City at Hotel Diplomat on June 17 • They will 
probably be heard next week on Long John's program on Radio Station WOR, 

from 12 midnight to 5:30 in the morning, nightly except Sunday. 

> 

This letter will not reach you in time to sight flying saucers over New 
York on the night of June 13, from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. But there will 
again be full scale operations of flying saucers over all American areas 
oh July 1. This will be in three phases, as follows: New York areas, 

July 1, 9 a.m.; Washington, D.C.iareas at £:25 a.m.; general North 
American areas, after 9:25 Aim®;f Centha^L American areas, 9:30 a.m.; 

South American areas, 9:35 a'.jji. ' Se corid phase : Same areas as above, 
beginning at 12 o'clock mid-aay, July 1. Third phase : Full scale 
operations over all American* ar,eas -beginning at 7 o' clock on the evening 
of July 1. The above information haq; oedn supplied by George King, 
editor of Cosmic Voice, 88CThe'.Drive;,, Mansions, Fulham Road, London SoW* 

6* Also, please note thatkj|eprge King has also published back issues of 
Cosmic Voice in one volumeyjgrice^l.OO plus postage. This Is beyond 
doubt the finest "buy" of splicer messages that we know of. George King 
is considered the best telepathic contact which the space people have, 
although George Van Tassel is the finest we have in America. 

Margaret Storm has been assigned to -certain work with the Space People, 
as follows: She is. writing a book - Return of the Dove - a story of the 
life of Nikola Tesla, scientist, and the part his Inventions will play 
in the New Age. Much of the data for this book has been supplied to Mrs. 
Storm through transcripts received on the Tesla set, a radio-type 
machine invented by Tesla in 1938 for Interplanetary Communication. 

Tesla died in 1943 and his engineers did not build the Tesla Bet until 
after his death. It was placed in operation in 1950 and since that time* 
.the Tesla engineers have been in close touch with space ships. The Space 
People have visited the Tesla engineers many timesT and, have told us that 
Tesla was a Venusian, brought to this planet as a baby, in 15567 and left 
with Mr. ahd Mrs. Tesla in a remote Thou h faln province iTTyhat'-ra now T~ 
Yogoslavla. i 













) A biography of Tesla was published in 1944. It can prcbv.-i.v ■ o >< r; r;r . 
I from your local library or bookstore. It is entitled ProdJ^ . '»\,I .. ; 
John J. O'Neill, then science editor of the New York Herald 
Mr. O'Neill has since died. This book gives no information air \ 

Tesla's connection with the Space People, a fact which was not revealed 
until 1950. The book also gives many wrong impressions of Tesla, 
because Mr. O'Neill's occult knowledge was limited. However, it is well 
worth reading because it' gives much technical information about 
electrical engineering which Mrs. Storm will be obliged to omit in 
her book because she has such, an abundance of material to present. 

It had not been intended to mention Mrs. Storm's work at this time, but 
the public will be offered a "sneak preview" in a small mimeographed 
resume of the book, according to publication arrangements now being 
made. This development came about* unexpectedly because of the ex¬ 
tremely critical condition of world affairs, engendered by the con¬ 
tinuance of nuclear tests, and the fact that Mrs. Storm could not 
possibly have the finished book ready for the publishers before July 
30, even with the aid of a small miracle. This material is now being 
presented as a paper before certain California groups where the 
announcement of the Tesla news was received with tremendous enthusiasm. 

Mrs. Storm will present the material to certain small groups in the New 
York area within the next few weeks, and probably Space Groups in other 
sections will also co-operate by offering it to their members. Our 
world situation is not hopeless by any means, although the Space People 
bluntly inform us that as a race we are too "lazy"; spiritually we must 
become more potent if we are to hold this planet together against the 
efforts of the dark forces to blow it to bits. 


So let us look for the good news. Look.for good news from England where 
the messages of George King have at last reached the scientists, the 
press, and the Queen. Look for good news from Calvin Girvin of 


California, who is one of the best space- contacts in this country. 

. jr •• I 

4 * v I, * 

And look for more good neWSj..at''the Van Tassel-Dan Pry lecture on June 
20. We hope to see all ofriyou thebe. Tlje ballroom seats about 1200* 
and we must put forward every, efforf^'jto- get behind these speakers and 
support them. \ 

*> ~ * v ** V 

Then on July 1 let us kegjpHour eyes on the skies l The Space People are 
going to make every effort^? give all of us a chance to see the ships. 
However., if the military.useB Jets in large numbers to chase the Space 
Ships, we may not' see them. As citizens you can urge the government to 
be more cordial to our visitors. 


Now for some unpleasant news. This'*.has been transmitted from Mars 
Sector 8, through George King in Loridon. We have to begin paying off 
our karmic debts in the. form of disease, which cannot be abated unless 
we discontinue the nuclear experiments. However, to help all of us 
through the coming period of epidemics the Space People have placed 
four space stations in orbit around the earth. They will start magne¬ 
tizing the earth at midnight on July 21. Through meditation we can 
absorb these healing rays. The Martians have clearly indicated that 
they are just about "fed up" with our depravity on this planet; 
apparently even Space People can become impatient] 

51 West 81 Street Sincerely, 

New York 24, N.Y. 

TRafalge^ 1 J -2000 

Colo xml 


Margaret and John Storm 
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.Mr. Donegal* 
.Mr. Drayton 
.Mr. Thurston 
aM .»Mr« Andorton 
-....-Air. Charter* 
Chip wan 

- Mr. T f tori eh 

... n .Mr. Kfatfin# 
......Mr. Kirkland 

......Mr. Klerap 

......Mr. Levin 

,.« v Mr. It. Lynch 

January 9 » 19h3 «■— Mr * T - 5t - ynch 

I ..Mr. IV.’cy 


DhknoTm Subjects, 

Equipment, Experiments andV 1 ^ 

Research?" of Nikola Tesla/^Deceased . 

Espionage - II. 

$ 

Mr Sk. H. SPANEL, 1136 Fifth Avenue, New York City, in 'a™ 
telephone conversation with the writer during the late evening of J anuary," " 


n 


Mr. OstM>*fc»iGSf 
Mr. F' an 
......Mr. Wland 

......Miss Tate 

_Ch ! cf Clerk 

......Property tserk 

_..Files 

• _ v <•> * * * * mm • * 


8, 19lt3, stated that NIKOIA TESIA, who was one of the World's outstanding 
scientists particularly in the electrical field, and vdio had passed away 
on January 7th, 19^3, at the Hotel New Yorker where he maintained his 
residence, during Ids lifetime had conducted many experiments in connection 
with the wireless transmission of electrical power and what is commonly 
? called the' "death ray". Mr. SPANEL further stated that the notes and 

records of TESIA's experiments and formulae, together.with designs of the, 
machinery necessary to vitalize them, are among TESLA's personal effects 
and that no steps have been taken to preserve them or to keep than from 
falling into the hands of people unfriendly to the war effort of the Allied 
Nations. SPANEL continued by saying that a distant relative of TELSA, a 
person who was intensely disliked by Telsa and who came to the United States 
from Czechoslovakia within the past year, by the name of SAVA KOSANOVICH 
is .taking steps to get possession, of these important documents and plans.’ 

Mr. SPANEL believes that there .is a strong likelihood of KOSANOVICH mqking 
this material available to the enemy in the event he is sucdessful. 


SPANEL advised that he is engaged in some kind of governmental 
work connected with the war effort whiclrcauses him to spend about five 
days of each week in the Nation's capitolj and because of the connections 
he has made in this capacity he has seen fit to telephonically notify 
G-2 headquarters in Washington, D. C., as well as Mr. BORKIN of the Department 
of Justice in Washington. SPANEL stated that Mr. BORKIN advised him that 
he, BORKIN, would immediately make the information available to the Director 
of the FBI and advised SPANEL.to lose no time in taking steps to see to it 
that TEISA's personal possessions were not disturbed* 


A few minutes after this conversation Mr. SPANEL again tele¬ 
phonically contacted the writer and advised that he had been in telephone 
communication with Dr. D. LOZADO, one of the advisers to Vice President— 


WALLACE. After talking'with LOZADO he, LOZADO, called back to „SBANEJi-a nd- 
told him that the government was vitally interested in the effects of t 
particularly those dealing with the wireless transmission of electrical 



I. 


energy and the "death ray" and for SPANEL to lose no time in doing all .he, . n . 0 
could to preserve them. 1 M 9 -1943 

N. Y. C, 

In the last conversation with the writer SPANEL acKg 

Vvyftjf 
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a young man by the name of BLOYCE FITZGEARLD, an electrical engineer, had 
been quite close to TELSA during his lifetime and in fact was the protegy 
of TELSA. SPANEL said that FITZGEARLD was in New York City and would be 
in contact with him shortly, at which time he would have FITZGEARLD call the 
writer. 


At 10:30 p, m., l/8/k3 Mr. FITZGEARLD telephoned the writer 
and stated that he had a great deal of information about TEISA and his 
personal effects and would like to call at the office and give the writer 
the benefit of his knowledge. 

ft 

At midnight, 1/8/U3 FITZGEARLD came to the office and in a. 

personal interview with the writer gave the following information: 

* 

Nikola Tesla, a native of Serbia, came to the United States late in the 
nineteenth century. While here he became famous for his electrical 
innovations, inventions and advanced ideal in the engineering field, Tesla 
was the designer of the generators in the Niagra Falls power plant, and 
in fact has his name inscribed on the generators in recognition of the 
fact. To substantuate this FITZGEARLD displayed a great number of old 
newspaper clippings and an album of letters written congratulating Telsa 
on his 7i>th anniversary; the letters were from world renowned people, 
principally those in the scientific field. Telsa, by reason of his 
wizardy became a consultant to Marconi, Charles Edison, and many others. 
Telsa* s induction electrical motor was sold by him to Westinghouse for 
$ 2 ,£ 00 , 000 . 


FITZGEARLD stated that of late years he had become a confident 
of TELSA and knew that TELSA had and was carrying on extensive experiments 
for transmitting electrical power by wireless and with propelling electrical 
rays possessing sufficient power to destroy implements of warfare, such as 
airplanes and submarines. Within the past month TELSA told FITZGEARLD 
that his experiments in this connection had been completed and perfected. 
FITZGEARLD also knows that TELSA has conceived and designed a revolutionary 
type of torpedo which is not presently in use by any of the nations; it is 
FITZGEARLD* s belief that this design has not been made available to any 
nation up to the present time. From statements made to FITZGEARLD by 
■ TELSA he knows that the complete plans, specifications and explanation of 
the basic theories of these things are some place in the personal effects 
of TEISA. FITZGEARLD stated that he knows that there is a working model 
of TELSA's which cost more than §19,000 to build in a safety deposit box 
of TEISA! s at the Governor Clinton Hotel; and from statements made by TELSA 
FITZGEARLD believes it has to do with the so called ''death ray" or the 
wireless transmission of electrical current. 

In past conversations TELSA has told FITZGEARLD that he has 
some 80 trunks in different places containing manuscripts and plans having 

to do with experiments conducted by him. FITZGEARLD knows that tptsa 
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has for several years stored some of his possessions in a warehouse some 
place in New York City# 

Of recent years TELSA became more or less destitute, and for 

the past three or four years the government of Czechoslovakia has been 

paying .him a subsistence of $£00 per month, a part of which was used to 

pay the rental for the warehouse accomodations. 

» 

TELSA residences in New York have been the Pennsylvannia Hotel, 
Governor Clinton Hotel, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel and the New Yorker where he 
led a secluded existence. So far as FITZGEARLD knows TEISA had no r'eal^ 
in timat es, nor does he know of any/attorney in whom he'confided. / / 

On January 7, W/SAVA KOSANOVICH, / uE0RGE CLARK, who4s 
in charge of the Museum and Laboratory for RCA, and KENNETH SWEZEY&f 
163 Milton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y, went to TELSA* s rooms in the New Yorker 
and with the assistance of a lock smith broke into a safe which TELSA had 
in his rooms and in which he kept some of his valuable papers, including 
important electrical formulae, designs, etc. These papers were taken from 

the safe. 


FITZGEARLD knows of but two relatives of TELSA, both nephews. 
One is SAVA KOSANOVICH and the other is a man by the name of TRBJEVICH, who 
is presently in a hospital in Chicago, Illinois. The name of the hospital 
was unknown to FITZGEARLD. KOSANOVICH* s address is the Navarro Hotel, 

New York City. 

When asked if FITZGEARLD was primarily interested in getting 
possession of TEISA*s papers, he stated that he was not; what he wanted tias 
for them to be made, available to the government of the United States for 
use in the present war. Because, he stated, the so‘called Death Ray would 
be a deadly weapon in the hands of any power, and the use of the wireless 
transmission of electrical power would make possible the most efficient 
airplanes conceivable. FITZGEARLD* s concern was ; aroused, he stated, over 
the presence of the two nephews in whom he has no confidence as to their 
loyalty and patriotism to the Allied Nations, -and also because of the pension 
TESLA received from Czechoslovakia he feels that that government may feel that 
it is entitled to any revolutionary ideas TELSA may have had and indited on 

paper. 


FITZGEARLD stated that until three months ago he was working 
with the government in a research capacity at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and that presently he is working as a designing engineer with 
the Ordinance Departyment of'the U. S. Army, both in Washington, D. C. and 
New York City. FITZGEARLD promised to relay to this office any further 
information he is able to obtain; but insisted that something must be done 
immediately, because he feels that it may mean a great deal in the war 
effort of the United States. 
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SITZGEARLD indicated that it was his intention to contact 
KGSANOVICH on January 9th, 1&2, and suggest to him that he make 
av ailab le to representatives of the U. S. Government for inspection all 
of the personal and private papers and apparatus of TE1SA. 

FITZGEARLD expressed particular concern oyer the model now 
in the safety deposit box at the Governor Cleveland Hotel, and insisted 
that steps be taken by the Government that not'only it, but the other 
technical papers and designs of TESIA, be safeguarded so that, they cannot 
be removed from the country or made .available, to the use of other nations 

V _ ' 

FITZGEARLD liras'advised that this matter would receive the 
appropriate attention of the Hew York Field Division* 


Respectfully submitted 

* 

i* 

< * 


Fred B. Cornels, 
Special Agent* 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE* Record .__ 

Referee._ 

Open Casa 

/ / /iat'jt wiTm ^ '*** •-Casa 

/« 't-M7 ca & ^ «T -i » ..Make FUa 

Ni chola Tesla Y 6W, Detective Hickey - HYPD 

Subject 1 /Name and Aliases Q ' 'Wd^' Name of Complainant 

Hth Squad - West SO St. NY! 

/ \f/ 5 s ■ 

Room 3327, * f \ ji (fij -dciro&c of Complai-int 

Hotel New Yorker, Nyc If Pennsylvania 6-2888 

Address of Subject X , Telephone Number of Complainan 

Miscellaneous ^ ^ j | v 12:20 - a ‘ m - 1 / 8 / 43 (P&oae) 

Character of Case Date and Time Complaint Received 

ft.ts 07? nojrpT ATHT* A D.O.A. (Death On Arrival) call at Room 3327, Hotel 
"Yorker turnea out to be Nichola Tesla, noted scientist. It was revealed 
NYFD detectives are going through books and writings in the room, and FBI 
“was"invited to sens agents over no join the search ir such action was desired. 
It seems Dr. Tesla, was a Czecho Slovakian. ,Nothing, it was stated, has been 
•found "to" indicate "the dr. was engaged in Espionage or other subversive 
activity. 

IMP** * * — « II ■ ■ II « H I ■■■ ■ >!■■»■■ 1 .. ^ 

A check of indicies revealed no case file on subject. 
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y' _ -Draytsjj 

3feheral Sfaraati nf inuratigatimi / '• — r — ts r-Thtaeic a 

' y/ •< —•.—Mr. Andarsca 

■ Jlniiafc §iafaa department of iluati^r . Mr - Oerters 

PBP-GU New York - New Yprk t^S^T 

\ - 

. I -— w lM*-. Kirkland 

January 8, 19l0. ’ J -—.Mr, - W{> 

* | --—..Mr _* 

MEMORANDUM FDR FILE 

I ;j| .gy 

> RE: # NIKOLA TESLA i 

^ < Wide 

6-13 r\ P o r/ | ITmT ?t« e:i3,oe 

This afternoon Mr. (CONNOR-, of the NEW YORK TIMES.-,;/vX^d 
called to invite my attention to the death notice of NIKOLA--TESLAy* 
celebrated inventor, which appeared in the Nev; York Times of—e'Lther*- j 
this morning or last night. This article gives in detail a;;p~jah ° AfVaer * | 
which TESLA was working on at the time of his death. I " rLC3 I 

Mr.'64Gonnor stated that TESLA has a nephew, whnZTa ."" "I 
his heir, who is alleged to be friendly to the Axis Powers; 

It was Mr.-'O^ennor’s opinion that if such papers exist 
they ought, from the standpoint of national safety, be impounded by 
the United States Government to prevent their being used by others. 

if. ^ y* 

* 1 

I advised Mr. ‘.OiG'dnnor that this matter would be 
properly handled. 1 . , ^ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR FILE 
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FEDEBAL BUREAU,OF INVESTIGATIONS / 

No Record __ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC& eference£ ? - 

NEW YORK, 1JEW YORK JANUARY/9. 19U' 


.r ^ fo& -/*W 

r j Transmit the following Teletype message to: BUREAU 0-/2.// 

j'S* ' 7) 

gUNKNOTN SUBJECTS j EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKSlT^ESIA, 10^21 

hi ’ -• £** 

DECEASED; ESPIONAGE - II. NIKOLA TESLA, ONE OF THE WORLD’S OUTSTANDING % 'tl 

»■—i " * 

SCIENTISTS IN THE ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN FORTY- U>o! r j 


C , * i 

i * - 

' ¥ 


THREE AT THE HOTEL NEW YORKER, NEW YORK CITY. DURING HIS LIFETIME, HE CON- 

* * O O H 

DUCTED MANY EXPERIMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE WIRELESS TRANSMISSION OF hi 25 


~ tr* O 

*■ J -1 

ca 

^ w o 

ELECTRICAL POWER AND WHAT IS COMMONLY CALLED THE "DEATH RAY". ACCORDING $$14 

( ^ ^ 

TO, INFORMATION FURNISHED BY A. N. SPANEL, ONE ONE THREE SIX FIFTH AVENUE, i? 

• J ^ a 

NEW YORK CITY, THE NOTES AND RECORDS OF TESLA’S EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE 

py 

TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF MACHINERY NECESSARY TO VITALIZE THEM ARE AMONG 
TESLA'S PERSONAL EFFECTS, AND' HO STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEEP 
THEM FROM FALLING INTO HANDS OF PEOPLE UNFRIENDLY TO THE WAR EFFORT OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS. ACCORDING TO SPANEL, A DISTANT RELATIVE OF TESLA, NAMED 
SAVA KOSANOVICH, WHO WAS INTENSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING STEPS TO 


GET POSSESSION OF THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS AND PLANS. SPANEL BELIEVES 


THAT THERE IS A STRONG LIKELIHOOD THAT KOSANOVICH WILL MAKE THIS MATERIAL 

— - 

AVAILABIE TO THE ENEMY. SPANEL ADVISED G TWO HEADQUARTERS. IN WASHINGTON, 

AS WELL AS MR. BORKHJ OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Hi WASHINGTON, CONCERNING 
THE ABOVE. SPANEL WAS ALSO IN TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION WITH DOCTOR D. LOZADO, 
ONE OF THE ADVISORS TO VICE' PRESIDENT WALLACE CONCERNING THIS MATTER, AND 
LOZADO TOLD SPANEL THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY INTERESTED IN THE EFFECTS 

■A *- 

OF TESIA AND REQUESTED SPANEL TO LOSE NO TIME IN DOING ALL HE COULD TO 
PRESERVE THEM. BLOYCE FITZGEARLD, AN ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WHO HAD BEEN 
QUITE CLOSE TO TESLA DURING HIS LIFETIME, ADVISED THE NEW YORK OFFICE THAT 


ON JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN FORTY-THREE, SAVA KOSANOVICH, GEORGE CL 

1__J. ^ “ \ I ^ n iff 


Approved 


Sent 


Special Agent ii 


Per 
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UHITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

NEW.JfORK, _NEW YORK JANUARY 9, 1 9k3 

P.2 


Transmit the following Teletype message, to: BUREAU 


WHO IS IN CHARGE OF TIE MUSEUM AND LABORATORY FOR RCA, AND KENNETH SWEZEY 

oP 

ONE SIX THREE HILTON STREET, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, WENT TO TESLA'S ROOMS 
IN THE NEW YORKER, AND WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF A LOCKSMITH' BROKE INTO A 
SAFE WHICH TESLA HAD IN HIS ROOMS IN WHICH HE KEPT SOME OF HIS VALUABLE 
PAPERS, INCLUDING IMPORTANT ELECTRICAL PORMUIAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA. WITHIN 
THE PAST MONTH, TESLA TOLD FITZGEARLD THAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE WIRELESS TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICAL POWER HAD BEEN COMPLETED AND 
PERFECTEd/fITZGEARLD Also KNOWS THAT TESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND DESIGNED A 
REVOLUTIONARY TYPE OF TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE BY ANY OF THE 

■NATIONS. IT IS FITZGEARLD'S BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS HOT BEEN MADE 

* 

AVAILABLE TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME. FROM STATEMENTS MADE TO 
FITZGEARLD BY'TESLA, HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND 

EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THINGS ARE SOME PLACE IN THE 

* 

PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA. HE ALSO KNOTS THAT THERE is A WORKING MODEL 
OF TESLA'S WHICH-COST MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS TO BUILD IN A SAFETY 
DEPOSIT BOX BELONGING TO TESLA AT THE GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL, AND FITZGEARLD 
BELIEVES THIS MODEL HAS TO DO WITH THE SO-CALLED "DEATH RAY'-' OR THE WIRELESS 
TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FITZGEARLD IN PAST 


CONVERSATIONS THAT. HE FAS SOME EIGHTY TRUNKS IN DIFFERENT PLACES CONTAINING 
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS CONDUCTED BY HIM. BUREAU 
IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF ANY, ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN 
CONCERNING THIS MATTER ANB^RQI22=20 THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION. 

FOXWORTH. 


(Dictated 2:1$ p.m.j Completed 2:U$ p.m.) 
Approved: __ 


Sent_M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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Several Surratt" nl Inueatigation 
HttxtEii States department of Justice 


TJD:CG 


... New York, New York 

(' }j - - ” r * ‘7” CD January 11, 19J+3 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE: 


RE: 


jfffiSANOVICH 


X'oSAVOt/crt: 


Porter 
r „„.Mr. Hrcyton 
Thurston 
s .. 4 . s .^*‘» Anders-on 
s . 5>ii Mr. Outers 
Mr. Chtpraan 
.......Mr, jCL^isH 

...» Mr. ICrkland 
KIctnp 
Mr. Levin 
Ti ._, Jt*r. H< LyfttH 
?" a T. Lynch 
Mr. Ktlley 
....v-M". Me Cabo 
MV. IlciSwajn 
Cstholthof? 
Mr- Pyan 

Wiand 
s .»*..M5ss Tate 
,_Chlef Clerk 

Property Clerk 

^ iS _r*ics 


'\ 


Mr. LITTLE, - of the Bureau, called me today and" 
inquired if we had done anything as yet in connection with 
obtaining the papers and effects of NIKOLA TNLSA, a recently 

deceased inventor. TSSAA* 

* * 

I advised Mr. LITTLE that we had nob taken any 
action in the matter and Mr. LITTLE suggested that it might 
be well to take the matter, up with the District Attorney 
inasmuch as he felt that jSjflSANOVICH could be charged with 
burglary and should be- taken into custody. Mr. LITTLE 
advised that it was important that we secure the material 
supposedly taken by $2SAN0VICH because if it is as secret 
as it is reported to be,it is vital that none of it gets 
into the newspapers where the enemy will have easy access 
to it. 


In answer to his inquiry, I advised Mr. LITTLE 
it was. my opinion that the Surrogate would administer the 
estate of NIKOIA TffgfcA.* Mr. LITTLE suggested following 
the same procedure in this matter as was taken in the 
LUDY/IG case. He also recommended that a stop be placed on 
the lock box and any other box which the decedent possessed, 
as well as on any material in his premises. 


\M^ 

I advised Mr. LITTLE, that would speak to the 
District Attorney informally on the matt-er—and-^perhaps-rrtr*) 
could be handled in this way. Mr. LITTEJS-reqixe^i^d-thcut-Jbe 
be advised of any developments in this matterF. E3. I. 



T. JJ DO 
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UNITED STATES-DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


& = fe 



vj 2or£ 




fpt* 


JANUARY 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
Transmit the following Teletype message to: BURE . 

J 



EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA TESLA 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS} 


DECEASED} ESPIONAGE - M. TEETH REFERENCE IS MADE TO THE TELETYPE UNDER 

* _ k - - * 


ABOVE HEADING TO THE BUREAU FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JANUARY NINE LAST-.- 


INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT SUED® TESLA DIED JANUARY EIGHT, RATHER THAN, 
THHRSDAY, JANUARY SEVEN, AS STATED IN REFERENCE TELETYPE./ ON THE 
NIGHT OF JANUARY EIGHT, SAVA KOSANOVICH, GEORGE CLARK, AND KENNETH' 


SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA'S HOTEL WITH AREPRESENTATIVE OF SHAWsWALKER CO 


tir*> 

r; 

C* 


I 


- 3 


IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH LATER 
REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN, 




» rr 



NEW YORK CITY, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM 


IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A WILL 


OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH |AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE IN THE 

PRESENCE OF THREE ASSISTANT MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE [YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF UTTER NOT 

YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE Y/AS OPENED, SWEEZEY TOOK FROM THE SAFE A 

* * 

BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESU ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVENTY- 
FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESU BY SWEEZEY. KOSANOVICH 


TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESU, TWO BEING ENLARGED NEWSPAPER 
PICTURES. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANOVICH HIMSELF, NOTHING 
EISE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A 
NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS NOW IN POSSESSION OF KOSANOVICH. 

ON SATURDAY' AFTERNOON, JANUARY NINE, GORSUCH AND FITZGERALD OF ALIEN 



PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO HOTEL AND-SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESU, 
CONSISTING OF ABOUT TWQTR^ 

^—l— 

Sent 


Approved: 



Special Agent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


JM-YQBK^JMJCORIC 


JANUARY 5bc 12, 19U3 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: BUREAU 

* 

AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO THE MANHATTAN .STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NEW YORK 
WHERE THEY ARE HON LOCATED. AT THAT TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE 
APPROXIMATELY THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN 
THERE SINCE ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO BEEN SEALED AND 
AREfNOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLA 

IS R UNITED STATES NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS 

*»- 

THAT ITS JURISDICTION 6VER PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT FEELS THAT NO OTHER 
AGENCY WILL BE ABLE TO GET TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS ,j AFTER . 
THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WIL BE APPOINTED FOR 
THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTY INT J HIS-CUSTODY. TESLA ALSO HAD 
SOME .PROPERTY, ALLEGED BY INFORMANT FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING 
MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN 
NEW YORK. INQUIRY SHOWS THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN 
THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL' IS 
STILL OWED AND HOTEL APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE 
AT LEAST UNTIL DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE 
ATTEMPTS TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN PROPERTY, CONCERNING TESLA, HOTEL MANAGERS 
REPORT HE WAS VERY ECBENTRIC IF NOT MENTALLY DERANGED DURING PAST TEN YEARS 
AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IS HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE DURING THAT TIME, 

ALTHO PRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT INVENTOR. THEREFORE, 

ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH 
IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBES HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV 
MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW QUOTE PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL 

Approved: ___ Sent_M Per_ 


Special Agent in Charge 
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EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


NEfLYQBK JiSJLYQRK 


JANUARY 1?,19U3 


Transmit the following Teletype message •to: 

PLANNING BOARD REPRESENTING YUGOSLAVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE.UNQUOTE 
SKEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR, POPUIAR MECHANICS A ND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO IS 

DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING^^BIOWAPiIY-OEJrESLA-ANDJI!HEREFP.REJ(/OI^P^LI^_TO^^_ 

OBTAIN CONTROL OF HIS NO TES FOR THIS Vi'ORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED BY RCA AND 
WOULD ALSO PROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLA'S EFFECTS IN ORDER TO USE THEM 


IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE WORKING ON 

« 

EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS DESIRED THAT BUREAU 

ADVISE IMMED IATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER IN THIS PROPERTY FOR 

* 

PURPOSES OF TAKING-CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT, IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE 

* 

NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECHNICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT 

m 

REASON COULD NOT BE REVIEWED EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE -OFFICE OF 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT MIGHT BE' INTERESTED. 

FOXYTORTH 


Approved: 



Special Agent inCharge 


Sent_M Per 
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3teiieral Sutcau bf ittueatigatton 
- Bepartment of dostice 


TJD:CG 


New York, New York 
January lip, 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE: 


RE: NIKOLA TESLA 


Thurston 
.---..Mr. Anderson 
ChP.XttTS 
PM^taan 

KlrMand 

^ ? tf- y* 1 -, '•'1 

* *» * 1 ^ 1 
.Wr. 

t-nch 

\ V- ^lach 

y-. v * 

« s . -r*iur» Xi^cn 
.LMr. tHaad 

Tate 

.*. fca .Clk*C7erk 


Mr. LITTLE, of the Bureau, called me on January- r^ticrtyClerk 
13 , 1943 and advised that the above matter was now beihg"'*" 03 

handled as an alien enemy custodian matter and therefore'. 

we should take no further ac.tion on it. j ---- - - 


I advised Mr. LITTLE that this office had sent 
out a teletype to* the Bureau in this case on January 13, 
in which the Bureau advised that this office, was con¬ 
templating no further action. 

6 J~— / 2 ^ i 
T. J. DONEGAN— 1 — ; - 
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Several bureau of Inuestigation 
•Uniteit §tatcs ^apartment nfiJusttce 
SfaBljmgfott, 53. <£. 

a 

January 21, 1943 


I “'(jJ 0 



hi'*- i 

I v Ct\QJ jl ‘y/*’*** ‘ 

Re: / UNKNOWN SUBJECTS j SAVA. KOSANOVICjjj (W-Mt. o^&off 
., t V EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA TESLA-M'§Ased) 
ffW' ESPIONAGE 00 Tot* 

II . . _..Chief Clorlc 

Reference is made to a teletype dated January 9, 1943, f rom..the 5perty ckrk 
New York Field Office and to a phone conversation between Mr. J. B. |Litti§' 

of the Bureau and Assistant Special Agent in Charge Donegan on January*!!-;.— 

1943. ^ 


7)A 


K.Vr* Donovan 
Mr. Prajrlon 
......Mr. Thurston 

......Mr* Attdcs^on 

„„„Kr. Cbnxtcra 

...... Mr. CMpmen 

_Enrich 

.Mr. P!fsln* 

..... Mr, lEfkland 
......Mr. r*ta P 

m m 

..... i . - X**»ch 

? * *“*• 

- C ab® 
*4r. McSwaJn 


: 

i 



SAC, New York 
Dear Sir: 


■.....»••••*•*•»** 



, • : 5* 

It was pointed out to'Mr. Donegan that Sava Kosanovich, George 
Clark and Kenneth Swezey may have committed a burglary violation by entering 
Tesla‘s rooms after his death and particularly by using a locksmith to get 
into a safe containing seme of Tesla's valuable papers. Mr. Donegan was 
advised this matter should be discreetly discussed-with(the State's Attorney, 

New York City, with a view to locating Kosanovich and apprehending him on a 
burglary charge, in order to ascertain the nature of the material taken from 
the safe of Nikola Tesla. It was also suggested that the New York Office 
contact the Surrogate Court,, in order that Tesla's effects, as well as the 
contents of his safety deposit boxes, might not be entered without the presence 
of an Agent, in order that the secrecy of any plans or items essential to 
the conduct of the war or national security might, be preserved. It was stated 
that Kosanovich might* possibly make certain material available to the enemy* 

A review of the Bureau files reveals considerable information concern¬ 
ing Nikola Tesla and his inventions and it should be noted t hat one Nicola 
Tesla, who might have been identical with Nikola Tesla, made a speech at the 
Grange Hall, Springfield, Massachusetts, on .Juno 4, 1922, under the auspices 
of the Friends of Soviet Russia. * 

**« 

It further appears that Sava Kosanovich may be identical v/ith an 
individual of the same name, who is a member of the Yugoslavian Government 
in exile* An examination of the files reveals that one Sava Kosanovich, 
described as the Minister of Supply, arrived with other Yugoslavian Government 
officials at Norfolk,, Virginia, on September- 4, 1941, on the S3 City of 
Exeter, a British ship, from Cape Town en route to the United Kingdom via 
Washington and Canada* 


In another instance the name of Sava N. Kosa novich appea r s on the 1 
stationery of the Central and Eastern European Planning Board PfCzechdslovakia, 

IS' /X± 9 ,-tf 
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SAC, New York - 2 - 

Greece, Poland, Yugoslavia). On this letterhead Kosanovich is described as 
Chairman of the Board and Minister of State for Yugoslavia. It is stated 
that this Board is.interested in “planning for postwar Europe”. 

In still another file it is disclosed that Sava Kosanovich, a 
Serbian, was a member of one of the Yugoslavian minority parties and when an 
emergency government to overthrow an alliance with the Axis was formed, 
he was included as an official. He is alleged to be a Communist an d is said 
to receive $1,250 a month salary from, the exiled Yugoslavian Government, He 
and other exiled government officials are stated to use these large salaries 
to finance every Serbian paper in the United States except "Srbobran" published 
at Pittsburgh, 

No record of Kenneth Swezey could be located in the Bureau f ile s 
from the information available. 

«r 

The foregoing information is being furnished for possible future 
reference in connection with this case and it is desired that the Bureau be 
kept promptly.and currently informed of all developments in this case. 

Very truly yours, 

^ \ • o oO'A/V 

\jqhn Edgar Hoover 
\| Director 
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*** o. maxKi. one cane a a 
physician. 

^ho hotel management started 
a search for friends or relatives. 
It was believed a nephew is liv¬ 
ing in the city but his vvhere- 
* fcbouts are not known. 

Nikola Tesla was born In Smll- 
Jan, Yugoslavia, in July, 1859. His 
father, a Greek Orthodox Church 
minister, was a noted writer, ora¬ 
tor. linguist and mathematician. 
His mother, Georgina Mandic, ?fas 
an;, Inventor. l 


* Came Here in 1894. 1 

Tesla studied at Gratz Poftr- 
tcchnic Institute and the TJniver- 
ccity of Prague after preparatory 

.United^States In; J894>and jbe- | 
camera naturalized citizen. 7 3 
I designed the arc- J 

liShtMg system. . Two years later, I 
» he invented the Tesla motor and 

i designed £a plan for the transmls- 

! cion of alternating current. - The 1 

* following year he presented plans 

t for electrical conversion and dis- 
4 trlbution by oscillatory discharges, f 
* His high frequency studies and 1 
a development of the .transforming \ 
; coil bearing his name occurred i 
c from 1890 to 1891. Prom then j 
J up to 1900 his discoveries arid In¬ 
ventions included such fields and 
appliances as wireless communi¬ 
cation, electrical oscillation, radi¬ 
ant power and radioactive matter. 

Communications and wireless 
power transmission occupied most 
Of his research after that. He 1 

( worked at the laboratories of 
Thomas Edison at Orange, N. J., p 
specializing in motor design. 

Fed Crumbs to Pigeons. - ;j / r 
v During, recent years Mr, Tesla' . 
. had; been) scen./but^seldom* recog- [ 
r * - steps oVQti Patrick's 

■> ' Cathcdral. Jn; front of tho^Public 1 


J .* * ^Wcli^iQiXcd^to thci-TJlKebnsJI t’ ? i 
rr .-^. ‘Tesla's ionly jnlli taryiinven- 

f ': tion i was _a .method to', which , he 
; * once- alluded *but,.ncver ;ful]y>de- 
Bcrlbed.\ at'was^.’mearisiwhereby 
■» , • ;an Impenetrable’sVwall'Vofvforce.’V 
could be^reectcd-aboutVa' nation’s 
powers which, would, render help^ 
less any military attack. He dls-' 
clostd existence of the plan :ln 
1934. and said he intended ^ 
present It to the Geneva Con¬ 
ference. He seldom referred to it 
afterward. . 

1936, when he was 80. he 
sald his- original plan to live to 
be 135 had been' changed with 
the repeal of prohibition, and he 
•would live to be 150 Instead. 

He was decorated by the Yugo¬ 
slav and Czech governments. He' 
wept when he met King Peter -of 
.Yugoslavia here last July. 
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November SB, 1940 


MEMORANDUM FOR .THE SPECIAL AGENT. IN CHARGE’JNDEXE© 


/ 


On September 22,. 1940, Mr. ROBIN VAN ROSEN, 33 
West 8th Street, Hew York City> telephone Grammercy 5-0277, 
telephoned the Hew York Office and informed the writer 'that he 
wished to .call his attention to an article which was printed in 
the Sunday "Hew York Times" of September 22, 1940 on Page D 7, 
under the section: "Science and Patents - .Education News,/ 1 the/ 
article being "Science in the News" by WILLIAM A. LAURENCE. / 

Mr. VAN RQSEN stated that he particularly wished’ 
to call the attention of' the New York' Office of the Federal 
Bureau or Investigation to that phase of the article relating to 
death ray for planes which refers to an interview of the in¬ 
ventor NIKOLA TESIA. _ 

’ t 

He further advised that he believed that some 
government .agents should- interview NIKOLA TESLA relative to 
his death ray invention as-no doubt some agents of foreign 
government would 1 contact Mr. TESLA. 

I 

The clipping referred to by Mr. VAN ROSEN is 
i attached hereto. 

i 

The indices of the Hew York Off ice were searched 


with negative results. 


Respectfully submitted. 
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Stetraral Surratt af InurstTpatfott 
2JmfcJi states department at Sfnatiee 


H. Y. FILE $b'5~~/&9-JO 

1JEHORAHWI1FOR THE FILE 


DATE 


3: eJ/t/fS 


r 

ne-.tfjl&dl- 

OtiMedybdtaJ 


Reference is made to Bureau communication dated January 29, 1943 to all 
Special Agents in Charge, Ho. 33, Series 1943, which instructs that every case 
under the Espionage character be reviewed for the purpose of determining- whether 
the case should be continued to be carried under the Espionage character, and if • 
there is not sufficient justification f|or this, case should be carried under 
another character, 

In the reviewing of these cases, the Bureau desires that the following 
ideas be kept in rind; 

(1) What are the allegations that the individual subject is an Espionage Agent? 

(2) What investigative steps have been taken to prove or disprove these allegati< 

(3) What evidence has been obtained to substantiate the allegations? 

(4) Do the facts warrant that the case be continued under the"Espionage cBaracte: 
• and if so, what investigative steps are contemplated to properly develop 

the case? 

4 

* 

In the reviewing of these cases, consideration should be given to the 
closing of those cases which appear to justify such action. 

The instant case has' been reviewed by the writer-.and I -wish- to' state 
that it is in' proper condition, such as to the removal of stop notices, proper 

serialisation, etc,, etc. 

It is the conclusion of the writer that: 

(1) The character’of. this- oase-should.^e,changed ; (or remain.Espionage) 
from to, . v • . . . • . •_, .because * 
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and/oi 


(2) This case should be closed because: 


Do the facts reqnir^^ 

s llo: ulfC«vSoi:f 

j 

Agen>i v?.a it. dictated' H/jOA ^ atei as of this review, by what 

Date of dictation: j/^J 


VfTM:SvB 


Respectfully submitted, 
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i'ew York, Yew York 
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Director* EBi 


Kerch 19, 1943 
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t3?|CEAG3, HISCSM-AKTOYl 



Bear Sir: 


Eofereace 1 b nado to tho Bureau letter in. tie cbovorc^ticnel 
tatter dated January 21, 1943,, la which it 1? stated that it is desired that 
tie Bureau; to kept promptly and (Currently inforaod of all devclopnents in this 
paste, 

r « ♦ ^ 

Xu View of .a, telephone call fron Hr. little of tho lured 
to Hr, 9?. J. Eosjegea, Assistant Special Agent in fekorge of tie Yew York ’ 
Bffico* dated January 14, 1943, in which Hr. little stated that the eBovo- 
captioned natter was now Being handled as cn Alien Enery Custodial Ideation 
catter and therefore -no further action should Bo token in the natter By tie 
Yew York Yield Division, thin case is Being considered closed in this Office, * 
unlees advised to the contrary By the Bureau at Gone future tine. ! 


Very truly yours, 



X 
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B. B. COBBY 
ipccial Agent in- Charge 
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CHARACTER OP CASE 




.SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


SSISrJSSl 


TOIL$I 


Subjefit, vhd is the President of 
the lerbiea Katlonel ftsfente Corsittee, 
seat a lotto? dat'd 4/7/43 through the 
C f »3« sail* to the Ti-titt, who It the Kin is tor 
o? State on dle?o«al of the Covornnsnt of 
Yugoslavia* A translation of this letter 
contains the following stateaentt “If I 
see in the newspapers any spare Attack* oa 
oar Sirtian Ehifhtljr Che talk Hath Mitchell 
...I will break all your bones,, which Ceraaaic 
oroata put into your body*, Subject was 1 
tmetsd by the ftp tis pa 7/12/43 where Ms 

case was adjourned until 1/10/44* foots 
presented to tT-A, SOJIT, who has the ease 
cider adviseneat and Will render a 
decision relative to prosecution In the 
near future* 

*?- 

Kev fork teletype to bhp Zureau, dated «faly 13, 
1543. 

ao sr tyrrMC 


Kr. SATA K03ASOVIC3, 812 -Fifth Avenue, few Tprk 
City* telephone Ko. Ptgent 7-4610, and hit attorney, 
U&U8 cseesct, eo *ast 4?nd Street, few York 
City, telerhsns Eo. JCrrsy Kill £-£087, iterecaally A&m red the few 

Xork Office csi fjraished the following prepared etatenentt 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED* 


SntCIAU AGENT 
" in Char cc 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
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sr 0*1519 


*sTAMittrty 7jt fsL sktk xcsAKayicv. Hmsra* s?A*a gj aisg^u, g? 

tf? ciyh »Kr w eyjrsrmviA as *ro tfs facts ik cjr$ 3 Cg 1*3 vict. fas‘A*»iree 
which hs pas wjgarn) to n Htvi op pbilif mv.re¥ic?r» waging c? gy% 
srtBiur mm& rm%3. g^HlSES . -. ’..-'___" ■. 


The policy of every somber of the- Chitcd Rations, without? 
a doubt, fifaiisuH t« internal unity And unity asohg the Aliloa# The 
Jugoslavs ha<e to proaote unity aacng the Sort*, Croat* *«id Eleven**# 
who constitute Jugoslavia# and to ur-s that any internal and jarsonal 
Alffo’-cnces be hurled in favor of a Concentrated strong end united action 
against the Axis. 

p * 

Kara in Africa where there are sdra thanonoaillion 
persons of ifugoelav extraction* this iialty is- their first duty toward* Aao.rlca, 
for thv war effort end for repulsing enemy propaganda which is working- for 
disunity. She aoet ordinary aeons of Axis. propaganda is the breaking of 
unity and exploiting national# religious and racial differences. The great 
majority ofAsericena of Jugoslav extraction are good and conscientious 
African citlwaa. 

Cae aaali group ofSerbc, calling itjieif the Serbian. Rational 
fofenso, of Chicago, Cad the SBJDBAI paper# of Httsburgh, lagan a 
cAsspaigh against unity# a caspaign of hnte towards Jugoslavia, towards, the 
Croat* and Slovenes# etc. At their convention recently, this group passed 
a resolution in which they proclaimed thosaolves, oven though they are 
Assripans, representative* of SerMou and broke all relations with the 
Jugoslav Government is Exile* appealed to King ?eter to proclaim himself 
Hng of Sortie, and accepting Hitler and Mussolini terminology, they called 
Jugoslavia *a rytb tad a aistake of the Yeraaillea^oace Treaty'*. 

It if not necosaaryto remark how Contrary this IS to the 
interest of unity aaoag Americans, to tha wishes of the Serbs, Croat* and 
Slovenes Who are to bravely fighting against tho Axis, and contrary to 
the official a tend of the Catted States, Great Britain, ihissia and all 

the Allies. 

KissJuth Mitchell dc honorary chairman of this organisation 
and the Boat active spokesman of its ideas. It is «y duty as a Serb, a? a 
Jugoslav, da a Boater* of tha Jugoslav Government which overthrew the 
appaaeannt govem&ent in Jugoslavia# as an anti-fascist# as the leader of 
one of tha feat democratic -parties in Jugoslavia# to act against this 
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•■kind' of pjofsgasie* ' 

*> 

A* to ifhat the Halted Sta*8 things of the situation* I hereby 
■ quo to llnar Eoyia, director of the Office of Wor .Information, as to hie 
opinion Of SSE0J2AS, which it tkaAlouthpioce for the Serbian Hqtional Defense 
CoaaiHfiSj Mr* Eaviaepacifically Accuses of aiding the Mas! propa- 

goacSa progrea sad datsaging the war Effort, and the t^partcent of Justice, t 
the State Hepartssent and the Office pf War Information have all been Watching 

this with concern* 

{ 

*■ — 

lolloyingis a direct quotation fro* plotter written by Ml*»r 
Davie on June 10 th to: Sauuel Yerlinich President. of' the verb National S’edora* 
ticni 

^ i w ! 

t t 

'for sosf tine* several branches of the United States PoVenyseni 
including tho Office, of VpLt Inforaation, the Oepartaont of 
Justice* and the Department, of State, have watched, with concert 
the policies of the ‘American Srbobran’* Its violent 
attacks upon- ell peoples of Croatian extraction and their 
clergy* its strong anti-Catholic articles, and its yiolod 
efforts to defend the ^islihg Sedich who supports the Hast 
revise in Serbia often have the effect of aiding the Ifazi. 
carpaigas of intolerance end ynde hate, fend, are dwsaging 
to the African war effort* 

t 

> ^ 

1 Aaeriqehpsity is iterative for the successful prosecution. 

Of Us war* fha Wazis have boasted .th*t they would set 
Aaericpno against Auerlcane and they are striving to do so. 
dfcey have sought for yoars to set people of Serbian, Croatian' 
end Slovenish extraction against each other* It is the .old 
gftue of divide aS4-conquar*, «?hs United Nations are striving 
for the strongest possible unity and all those who are opposed 
tO the Axis*. %n Jugoslavia, and in. th o United States, we 
sgolc tp. unite all people of Serbian, Croatian and, Slovenian 
, heritage*• 

Vhen Kies Mitchell began writing articles and letters to the 
American . resa whicbwere against the -policy Just described by Miner Davis 
aa a United States policy, and Which were also against the policy of tho Jugoslav 
Covereseat for Unity, I wrote a latter to the Herald Iribune on April 6th in 
reply to a particularly Passaging article which she had prevlouslywrltton to 
the Iribune on April fed* 

f 

fcllodig tho appearance of Jay letter in the Herald ’tribune, 

I received A filthy And threatening letter froa Philip Markovich, who is the 


Y 

ft 


( 



nr 0-ioig 


* 


v 


"president of the few York branch of tbs Serbian Rational Eefensa Committee, 
which is Snglnaoring these anti-Jugosluv and anti-Arserican activities. Xn 
this letter Karlovich sought, by Pestapo terrorist tactics, td prevent joe 
fro;* writing or tpsakieg to offset the daaiqjin# effects of the Serbian MaWpnal 
£efease CoasitteO* 1 policies' and activities. 

f therefore Oaused the arrest of Philip Markovich and X will 
cot be intimidated If bin or any other no star of anygrpun whO la consciously 
pr Ucdonseiously following the 8azi line end atteaptin# to promot'd any one 
section op any one group at the expense of the war effort as a whole,* 

_ t 

«r« lySASOYtCE also furnished a photostatip copy of the letter 
add envelop# in which it was received# together with a translation of the 
letter* 5hes# are. being retained In the jBow York file of this case* Be 
advise 1 that it was necessary to retain 'the original letter be causa, ho bad. 
had the subject arretted by the Eew 1 fork City folios pepArtsent and that he 
would have to produce the original letter in the City f ourt* Thd envelope bears 
the printed, return cidress Of the Serbian National Pefenso Committpo of Yew 
fork, 400 West 22rd Street, Rev fork Cfty, and was postmarked at 4»00 
April (date obliterated) 1243 at Wow York City* It i» addressed in handwriting 
to Kr. SAVA KC&ittYICS of 812 tit th Avenue, Wow. York City* 82» letter i* 
dated at few fork City, April 7, Ip43, and Is handwritten and algae! by PHXltP 

wmftqt* '' . . 

I 

Hr* ROSACYXCft furnished the following translation of this 

letter! 

I 

* Hew fork City 

April 7 f 1C43. 

Seva Kpsanovlch! < . 

Cersen bMtard, if 1 see la the newspapers any more attack* on our Serbian 
Mghtly Chstalk Ruth Mitchell, or if some one brings to fa some written or 
oral attacks which X might JM overlooked* X will break alt your bones, which 
the Oerasaic Croats put into four body;. You rotten dirt who claims to have 
bsen a Serb end.a Minister - we now see whet kind of traitors ruled Jugoslavia 
end where they hive brought her* X AA hare in how fork and we will meet 
easily if you speak again on behalf of our people. Vho gave you the right 
to speak for the psoplet You are. a dirty bitch assembling crumbs for the 
benefit pf the female Croats. You are agents of hitler and Mussolini who 
disci*** sec-et Information, from that House. of prostitutes, but wait the j?*3,X, 
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"will talc# cart of you soon* Soouch. for your knowledge, J as yarning you 
to cease attacking the national Defense and Hiss Mitchell. Dp you, you 
pissed on s$iti expect to undermine Jugoslavia as before? Ypu are the 
conspirator* vho killed the King* bit you, scum, Will •pay' for it* 1 aa 
Matching your steps end what you do and wi.th whom you cooperate* you German* 
you traitor worye then a coward* You*, your company and. your satellites 
stink* 

* ** „ i , 

i i 

^ \ * 

Philip Markovich 4 1 

* * 

by his own hand** 

a 

\ 

\ * 

•Hr. XC 3 AEDVICH. advised that there was no doubt but that it was 
HASECyiCHwha had written, the letter , as during his arraignment in, the hew 
York City Magistrates Court on, July is* 1943 * MAHOYXCH had adtei as though 
he Were proud of having written il^e ietier* ■ 

* , H 

Detective jAfoS S, KlfUP, assigaod to the Special Squad ho* 1 
of the Hew York Ofty Police Departaont, ddvisod that he had arrested, PHILIP 
HARK^yiCJ, who reside,* at .103 % 4 t lOist Street* Hew York City, on July 12 , 
1543 , charging him with, violating Section Ho*, 151 of the How York, Penal Law, 

which prohibit the sending of threatening Id tiers* 

1 * 

detective X892T stated, that* suhjoct was arraigned before Magi¬ 
strate Anna Kross in Yorkville Court on July 12, 1943 and that Magistrate 
Xross parodied MAHX37ICS in custody pf his lawyer t HYKA5 JOCfJPH?* and adjourned 
the arreigment until Yrlday, July 16, 1943* 

• ThuSe facts were presented to* Assistant Chitod States Attorney 

Yhonaa T* Murphy of the Southern District of Hoff York*, who advised that ho 
would decline prosecution, pendng the results of the notion taken, in the Hew 
York City Court, 

C 3 ABLSS J 3 S 3 HIK 3 , Court Officer of the Yorkville Court, if 3 - 
Xpst 67 th Stract, Hew 'fork City, advised that on July 16 * 1943 Magistrate 
Anna Kross, adjourned the case against the subject- until January 10 *. 1544 * 

Upon being appraised of the notion taken, by the Hew York 
City Court, Assistant United States Attorney Murphy stated that he -was taking 
the case under Mviseaent end would render a: decision relative to proseetuion 
In the near future. 
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AS it!}. CA F. rX^T, *XiT &»*&»* jrcsseutlca 

jroasea 0 $ the fact that ihs J&tr Ycyfe authorities fil*c 
iaadiir.^ this caso« 

s* (J ^ 

r.e;.ort hi? Cpcoial A^aS t^rca C. Crccher, dated 18, 
1C43, at to Tor* City# 

Assistant LhitCd States Attcratjr &I3&3 P* £ TZiUtf&t tha 


*ith Fpccial jfcpift Uasr f. ihtfleh *hd advised hit* that hs 
Tvoald dcqliKS Fycgaerdtich fcy reason of tfct-faoto ShAt the 
to Ycvfc authorities aro todiiaj this fcaja* 
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25k U. S. Court House 
Foley Square 
New York, N* Yi. 
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March 9, 1944* 


Mayor F. H. LaGuardia 
City Hall, 

New York, N. Y. 


Dear Mayor LaGuardi a: 
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Reference is made to k 

letter dated February J.^th, addressed to you <%? fa l h 1*7 
by Sava N. K03anpvlchi^i2 Central Park southi,/**, * 1 

New York 19, N. Y., regarding Philip, Harkovich$ Jtfivf vxftfa 
and enclosures which, were handed to me by your . / / ~* f 
secretary on February 24th. V 'G® **£>,? •£?>«■ 3 

A oheck Of the reoords of 
this offioe reflected that this matter had been 
called to our attention on July 15, 1943* but 
that .it had previously been reported t o the 
New York City Police Department.'- The records 
further reflect that Markovich was arrested by 
the New York City Police Department on July 12, 

1943, charged, with v iolation of Section 551 of 
the Penal Law, sending threatening letters, which 
under the New York law is a misdemeanor. Marko¬ 
vich was arraigned before Magistrate- Anna Kross, 

Yorkville Court, on July 1 6 , 194-3 and the hearings 
have been adjourned to date. Latest inquiry re¬ 
flects that Magistrate Kross has postponed the 
proceedings in this case hntil September 1% 1944* 

' f 

Shortly after the receipt 
at this office of the material in connection with 
this case, the facta on hand were submitted' to 
the office of the United States Attorney fcfb the 
Southern District of New York, with a view tq 
possible prosecution under the Federal Extcjtftion 
Statutes. Prosecution was deollned by reason of 
the fact that the looal authorities were handling 
the case. f ' 
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Mayor LaGuardia 


1 

M j 

In view-of the above, the letter of 
referenda, nantloned above, and .the enclosures 
are being returned herewith* 


Sincerely yours^ 


B. E. COHROY 

Speoial Agent in Charge. 
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Enclosures. 

* " ^ V ’ 
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Address writer at* 


l!sgs. Inst, of fcdh., 
Cambridge, Kass. 

Jsjraary 30, 1943* 


•r, falter Gcrenci:, 

Alien Property Custodian, 

123 Xroadsay, 

Hew York, ficn York. 

£e** §irt ‘ 

i 

At youtf meatiest, and that of hr. Joseph 5?., King of the 
Washington office of the Alien Property Custodian* X have ex-< 
coined the private papers, writings, -and other property Of the 
late Sr. HiKola Tesla with the view to determining both theix* 
possible usefulness to this country in its war effort and the 
feasible bezrrd attendant oh thefr v felling into unfriendly 
brads. 


Tkig excair.aticn wag nado at tha ITonhdtten Ferckmse, 

52nd Street, Hew York City, on Jam:try 2o-27, end, included all 
of the notes rad material in Dr. Tesla’s immediate peascssicn 
at tho time cf bis death 'and now in,the custody of your office. 

For reasons indicated below, no investigation wag made ,of material 
in trunks which had retained untouched ih tho basement of the 
Hew Yorker Hotel for ten years prior tp JJrv feels’e deaths 

fs g result of this examination, it is my considered 
opinion that there gjdst taiopg T jr % Tepid * s papers ?.nd possessions' 
no scientific notes, descriptions of idtherto unrovcslcd' methods 
pr devices*. c? actual apparatus which could bp ,cf significant 
veins to this country Or Widch would constitute a hazard in- un¬ 
friendly brads, I can therefore see no technical clr military 
reason why further custody of the property should bp retained. 


For your foccris, there has been removed to your office, 
a file of various written material by Dr. Tesla which covers 
typically and fairly completely the ideas with which he was con*? 
corned during his later ye ran. Thcsp documents are enpmenatox U - 
tad briefly abstracted in the attachment to this lett 
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January 30, 1943 


It should bo no discredit tb this distinguished^en^ineej and 
scientist whose solid, contributions to the electrical art Tjere 

mado at the beginning^f the present centuryyears *ere 
thoughts and efforts during at least the past fifteen yearn *ere. 
pSuy of a Bpocolativo, philoiopKioal, !somonibat prom£ 

ch^acter-^ften,concerned 7?lth the producatiori end ^Ire- 

v^SSSkU »**-** «**fj "sr"' *“*- 

ab i q principles or methods, for realiaing such results. 

Very truly yours, 

* ^ ^ ’ <L 


JOHN 0. TRUli?, 
Technical -Aide, 
dvisibh, 14 . 4( nxrq 


Enclosure 
.JQT/G' ^ 










AEGmCTS CF DR, NIKOLA TESLA«S. ‘CITINGS 
RETAINED AS EXHIBITS 
FOR TIP MIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN 


On January 26 fend 27 , 1943> an examination was made of the 
technical paper? of fir 4 Nikola Tesla which, After hie; decease,, hfid 
been stored in the Manhattan Warehouse irt New YorkCtty. This ex¬ 
amination was Bade for the purpose of determining if any ideas Of 
significant value in the present United States war effort could, he 
f*'ind among his possessions. Participating in this examination were 
Hr. John G. Newington, New York Cffice of the Alien property Custodian; 
Hr. ChE?les J. Kedetnieni, Washington' Cffice of the Alien Property 
Cusloditnj Ur. John G. Troop, Office of Scientific Research spd De- 
velcpcent, Massachusetts Institute .of Technology, Cambridge* I'assachU- 
satts; Willis George, Office of Navel Intelligence * Third Naval Dis- 
- trict} Edward. Palner, Chief Yeoman, ilSNRj John d. Corbett, Chief Yeo- 
■ men, USSR. 

2 . • " _ 

The following papers, which ere regarded as typical of Nikola 
Tesla*s writings and thoughts- in the period of 1925 to 1942, were removed 
for the purpose of record fend fere listed below in thr random order in 
which they were found* together with a brief individual abstract* 

r 1 

Exhibit A 

"Possibilities of Electrostatic Generators** - fen Undated 
Article probably written about 1934 discussing the possibili¬ 
ties, as a source of high-Yoltage D-C power, of the fan de 
Graaff type of electrostatic belt generator. The article 
states correctly the eleotrostafcio principles employed in this: 
device end points .but that such generators are not suitable 
„ * for conaercial Kigh-pawer appficatiops, though of undoubted 
scientific value. TCsla* s wireless toner, erected in 1902 on 
Long Island, is stated in this- memorandum to have been charged 
to # Billion yolta. 

Exhibit ET 

. 

1 "Reactive Forces of Glycerine and Dynamite** - an undated.. 

Keacrandum involving some calculations of the explosive power 
of certain compounds and then deviating to a discussion of the 
possibility of transmitting power by mechanical vibrations 
along the earth 1 a crust. 
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Exhibit C 

i 

"Process Of floras slfyirm, Refining, and Purifying Petals" - 
a 41-page memorandum probably 'Tfrittan about 1920 dealings with 
the above subject and proposing new theories of capillarity end 
surface tension. This correspondence indicated that this had 
been submitted to serious industrial companies.- 

Exhibit D * 

_ * 

, "Reply-to latorg re >thb neneratlon of hish-voltoge and the 
acceleration of charged particles»» — This document, dated No¬ 
vember 8, 1935, answers questions raised by Soviet, engineers and 
scientists regarding Tesla?s proposal of lay 16, 1935* From, 
this answer, it is deduced that the proposal concerned the gen¬ 
eration c£"high voltages by electrostatic mean?. These cleans 
consisted of a high-vOltnge terminal presumably supported on an 
insulating column, and charged by a gaseous charge conveying 
medium,passing between ground and terminal. The ideas contained 
In this memorandum are fairly similar to the belt-conveyor 
electrostatic generator methods proposed by Veit de Gra.iff and . 
do ndt appear to offer any unusual features* 

f t 

Exhibit K 

P/,rt of Telegeodynanics, or v Art of Producing Terrestrial 
Motions at Distance" -(- This document, in the' form of a letter 
dated.,June”12, 1940, to thS ttestinghpUse ^eqtrib ’&llQbufacturing, 
Company,, proposes a method for the transmission of large amounts 
of power oyer vast distances by means 6f mechanical vibrations 
of the earth's crust. The source of-power is a mechanical or 
electromechanical device bolted to some rocky protuberance and 
importing power at a resonance frequency of the earth's crust. 

The proposed scheme appear? to be completely visionary and un<* 
workable. Neatinghouse's reply indicate® their polite rejection 

‘ofthisidc3, *- , 

■* ■* r * •» _ fr 

’ . ^ ** * 

* h 1 

Exhibits • ' 

v <* 

* 1 

"Mew Art of Projecting concentrated Non-ftispersive Energy 
through Natural Media" - This undated document by Tesla describes • 
an electrostatic method of producing very high voltages, and ca¬ 
pable of very groat power. This generator is Used to accelerate 
charged particles, presumably electrons* Such, a beam of high- * 
energy electrons passing tlircugh air is the ''Concentrated ndn- 
dispersiVO" pean3 b;’ which energy is transmitted through natural 
media, AS a component of this apparatus there is described an 
open-endod vacuum tube within which the electrons are first ac¬ 
celerated. 
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Exhibit F. (cent.) 

Thfe proposedachene bears some relation to present nouns 
for producing high-energy cathode rays vy the cooperative 'use - 
of a hish-yolthgeelebtrcstatic gonerhtcr and an evacuated 
electron acceleration tube. It is ■noil known, hew over, that 
such devices, while of scientific end nodical interost,, are 
incapable of the transmission cf large amounts of power in 
non-dispcrfced beans oyer long distances.. Tesla*s disclosures 
irs this menorondun would hot enable the construction cf workable 
cctbinaticns of generator and tube even of limited power, though 
the general elements .of such h Combination apo succinctly de- 
scribed. 

Exhibit Q 

» 

A circular by Carol fix'd, dated Qcptenbor 10, 1933, en¬ 
titled *»trcnendou8 How Power Soon to Ee t’nlorshed'V This da- . 
scribe? in popular stylo .sene biographical information concern- 
. Jng fikola To?la -and some ideas for the treensnission j?owef 
cn which ho is stated -td- J>i wprkiag* 1 It appears that the 
nothod ;0f' ^ensaiepipn. is 'by the iaeclianiC ( 3l>osonence method 
outlined in Exhibit P, above, 

I " „ 

Exhibit K. 


IhiS: exhibit consists of a series of letters to represen¬ 
tatives of the British. beverxinent dated. August 2$> l93$? Octo¬ 
ber 2b, 1937? heepnbor 13, 1937? end-April 5, 1933. "It includes 
a roply dpted jfinufer> 9, 193$, from the -British poveredeftti 
These letters offer to. the British government, for a foe, the, 
disclcgure of a me*ns for accelerating to high energies minute 
particles, Cuch .beans Would constitute a death ray capable of 
the protection of great Erltein from air attack*. . 

The method proposed is essentially that described in Sxhi- 
. bit F above*. foUcwijig the initial letter dated August 2% * 

1936, the subceouent letters attempt to clear up the ’"mieunder- 
8tfndiegs tt of the British representatives ar.d to expedite their 
acceptance of the Tesla proposal. The British reply dated Janu¬ 
ary 7 is a polits expression, of disinterest In the proposal. 

Exhibit, I 

Inundated memorandum written after Tesla’s ^9th birthday 
describing several discoveries which ho believed he had made. 

The first related to a dynamic theory cf gravity which is de¬ 
scribed es hot yet completed. The second Stated, as a physical 
truth the belief tb 9 1 nthero is no energy in natter other than 
that received Xrpn the environment". This second statement, 
which is discussed at length.in this and other writings of Tesla,, 
indicate able disbelief in the existence 6f rtoniccr nucleer 
energy, - , 
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Exhibit J ' 

”A Tethod of Producing Powerful Radiations” - an undated. ’ 
memorandum in Tesla* s handwriting describing ”a new process of 
generating powsrf'ul rays or radiations”. The memorandum reviews, 
the works of Lenard end Crookes, describes Tesla* s Work on .the 
produeation of high voltages, and finally in the last paragraph 
gives the only description of the invention contained in the 
m&soratjdua. This description is as follows: ”Briefly stated,, 
my hew simplified process of generating powerful rays consists 
in creating through the Medina of a high-speed jet of suitable 
fluid a vacuous space around a terminal of a circuit and sup¬ 
plying the same “with currents ;of the required tension and volume” 

Exhibit K 

. . . 

A letter to prospective .licensees op telegdodynmales dated- 
December 27, 1941• This is a single-page letter with the type¬ 
written si^aature of Dr. Nikola Tesla, in which he addresses 
himself to the prospective licensees of telogeodyncaics, states 
that oyer a half million dollars was spent on this development 
with funds contributed by the Morgans, Crcwfor$l> j. Jf. Astor, 
and Fish, S3 well as commercial organizations, end .states this 

to be a new art with 'which ’’uhvOliqvable wonders can be achieved* 

* * 

% 

Exhibit.£ 

i ^ * 

i 

Tesla* s JK'ea System Of Fluid Propulsion” «• This is ah un¬ 
dated memorandum of abput\20 typewritten peges describing, a sys¬ 
tem bf fluid prbpulsion inwhiCh the; conversion XTco hydraulic 
to rotary Eochnnical power is achieved by passing the fluid be- 
■ tween fiat circular disks, shaft-mounted and enclosed, in a Cas¬ 
ing. 

t 

i - ■ 

This mcaorpndua Written about 1925 describes in general 
terms, a kind of hydraulic turbine which seems practical.. There 
is copious evidence or.cng the other of Tesla Vs papers that this 
idea was generally disclosed to,* appropriate individuals and 
that it received favorable comment and possibly some use. Scane 
of these comments are contained on the last page of the exhibit. 

Inhibit X 

* 

”The power of the Future” - a memorandum apparently written 
by Tesla and probably in response to a request from sene popular 
science group for an opinion as to the source, of future power. 
This memorante roviews the gradual evolution of power sources. 

It discusses I* 1 some detail the possibility of atonic power and 
states as his opinion that atomic power is not feasible • The 
discussion of .atomic energy is apparently confused to some extent 
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Exhibit if (cont.) 

■v 

with planetary energy. The article further discusses .the 
subject of wind, tides, lightning, and crater power as a source 
of commercial energy. The lssfc-sentence of this memorandum 
states} “?ith my wireless system, it. is practicable to trans- 
nit electrical energy at a distance of twelve thousand miles 
with a los3 not exceeding $ per cent. I can conceive of no 
advances which would be sore desirable at this tics anil core 
beneficial to the further progress of mankind.* 1 This memorandum 
constitutes an interesting generalised discussion of the various 
sources of power, it is qualitatively correct for the most - 
part except probably in that portion which d^cls with atonic 
power. * 

Exhibit N 

t fhe Transmission of Electric Energy Without .Ifires *» en 

article by H, Tesla in the ElectricTorld. Ifarch 5, 1904, pages 
429-431* A general, somewhat; biographical" article on Tesla »s 
early work with some speculation on the possibility of long¬ 
distance wireless transmission of large amounts of energy. 

t 

Exhibit 0 

I 

‘‘World System of Wireless Transmission, of Energy* * - on 
article by H. Tesla in. Telegraph and Telephone Ane. October 16, 
1927, pages 457 end 460. An article which, traces the early 
work on the production and transmission of electromagnetic ra¬ 
diations, describes Tesla’s efforts to increase the amount of 
power which can bp transmitted without wires and concludes 
with a proposed EWorld Systeq“ for the wireless transmission ; 
cf both power end Communications. No workable disclosure of 
a means for accomplishing this is included, end' such generali¬ 
ties Us suggest the approach which Tesla had in mind dp not 
sera capable of accomplishing the desired result. 

V 7 * 

I I ~ * 

Exhibit P - 

1 " n 7~~ IT " T ~ ; r r "v r i 

* 

’‘Interview with Br. Nikola Tesla* by Aldeh, P. Arcagnao 
for Popular Science ITonthly, Jlay 24, 1928.. An H-p3f;e memopsn- 
dvua written in popular conversational style describing an in¬ 
terview with hr. Tesla and Reporting his present work. This 
report, includes, statements on a new airplane, on rocket ships, 
on the wireless transmission of power, on a world system pirn, 
for the transmission, of speech and television, on, the imprac¬ 
ticability of harnessing atomic energy, on radio, activity, and 
on the acceleration of charged particles, such. as cathode rays, 
by |dgh voltages. 
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Exhibit a 


* 


An .agreement dated April .20, 1935> between Nikola Tosla 
and the fmtorg'Trading, Corporation, in which Tesla agreed id 
supply plans, 'specifications, end complete information on it 
method arid apparatus for producing high voltages up to fifty 
million volts, for producing very small particles in a, tube 
open to air, for increasing the charge of the .particles to 
the full voltage of the high' potential terminal, and for pro¬ 
jecting the particles to distances of a hundred mile 3 pf more. 
The Eaximua speed of the particles was specified os not less 
than 350 mileh per second* 'The receipt of $ 25,000 fop for 
this disclosure hah acknowledged, in this agro’ement, which was, 
signed jby Hikola Tesla and by A. Bartonlsn of the /mtbrg Trad¬ 
ing Corporation.. The method referred to in this agreement is 
apparently that described in Exhibit .1?,, above. It is probable' 
that Exhibit D. above,- is jay effort by 'Tesla to blear up the 
questions raised: by Soviet engineers, after the subject dis-* 
closure had been made., There is. ho evidence that the invcii- 
jbiohS .and information, referred to in this agreement, are other 
than*those described-in a number .'of Tcsla^s pipers ahd pub¬ 
lished srticlo.8 a l.t should therefore be expected, and it i3 
»substantiated by Exhibit ft* that thip diselogure subsequently ’ 
proved wmorkabld • -- '' \ ’ , - * ' \ , 


•A - 


3. 


An exoaination of several items of scientific, apparatus cnCng 
the Tesla efforts at the Manhattan ISFerehouse and in- a deposit box' at, the 
QoyernOr Clinton Hotel .showed: those to be stshdacgjd olectricpl measuring 
instrusentsln c'oacon .use several decades ago*. " . “ 
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Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 
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Now York 7, Neir York 
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% , October 17, 1945 




■* > - - Y-trt ‘ * r 
* *- 1 * 






Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS* 

... SAVA KQSANOVICH} 

* ; t ' Experiments -and research of NIKOLA TESLA (deceased) 
ESPIONAGE - It 


Reference is made to the Bureau letter dated January 21, 1943, which 
bore a caption siailiar to that mentioned above. 

The referenced letter dealt with the death, on January 7, 194?, of 
the famous inventor, NIKOLA TESLA, who as well as being the inventor of 
Alternating, Current, perfected many electrical devices'* He is also credited 
with having developed the so called M death ray” which would safeguard any' 
country from attack by air.- 

On Juno 9, 1945, a RALPH BSRD3TR5SSBR of New fork City furnished 
information of a nonspecific nature Indicating that it was his belief that 
persons sympathetic to Russia wore making an effort to secure the effects of 
NIKOLA TESLA in order to salvage therefrom any models or designs of possible 
military value. Hr. BHRGSTRBSSSR claimed that ha hoard that ABRAHAM N. 

SPAN3,, President of the NATIONAL LATEX CORPORATION, of Dover, Delaware was 
the motivating influence behind this attempt to obtain TESLA*S papers which 
are presently held in storage at the MANHATTAN STORAGE WAREHOUSE in Now York 
City, B’U’GSTRESSPR promised to return to the New York Held Division shortly 
after his initial visit and furnish further and more specific information to 
support his claims. 


Re was not heard from again, however, until September 27, 1945, at 
which time he furnished the. following additional information: 

t 

Re said that a boyhood chum of his from Wichita, Kansas, BLOYC3 
FITZCTALD, had been TESLA’8 protege and one of the inventors few confidents. 
According to EER33TRESSER, FITZGERALD who is now an Army Private stationed 
at Wright Held, Dayton, Ohio, is a brilliant 29 year old scientist who spent 
endless houhs with TESLA prior to the letters death, during which time TESLA 
explained to him most secret experiments. BERGSTRSSSBR stated that FITZGERALD 
met TESLA in November 1942, hut ho had been corresponding with tho latter 
sines 1935, According to the informant, FITZGERALD had deyolopod come sort 
of anti-tank gun, the details of which he presented to TESLA who made certain 
corrections in design and specifications to further perfect tho weapon, 

BEEG3TR5SSSR related that sometime in December- 1942, when FITZGERALD 
was attending a.meeting of tho AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS, ho 
made the acquaintance os ABRAHAM SPANEL who became interested in FITZGERALD’S 

**• A? 6* t!? 
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gun* S?AN%L offered financial aid to FITZGERALD and tha two ware in the 
closest contact with-each other lor a’considerable period of time. 
B3?.G3TR 7 -SSH said that FITZGERALD had lined up a deal for the purchase of 
the gun by the P.EllROTON ms OOU?ANY,but for done reason SPAN 5 !, blocked 
this deal by reaching top men in the P.SKHGTON COMPANY* SPANS! is thon 
reported as having.obtained a Job for FITZGERALD with the HIGGINS SNIP 
BUILDING 0CKP1NY in Haw Orleans and negotiated .a contract with FITZGERALD 
for tha purchase and manufacture of the gun in a manner which would return¬ 
ee# of tha profits derived to SPAMX, 


BEES3TRESSER stated that, in November of 1943, for some unknown reason 
but which ha believes to be attributable to SPANEL, FITZGERALD was fired by 
tha RICOS (mPAOT, In Septcabor Of 1944*. FITZGERALD was inducted into the 
Arhy and for a considerable period of tine was located at .an ordinance 
experimental station at Elgin field, Florida* FZRGSIRESSER stated that at 
the present tine FITZGERALD is engaged in a highly secret experimental 
project at Bright Field in Dayton, Ohio* In spite of his rank of Private, 
HTZTHALD actually is the director of this research and is working with 
ipany top young scientists who .tare inducted into Army from leading industrial 
posts. 

* 1 

According to IFRGSTRESS^, FITZGERALD is presently working on the 
perfection of TESLA’S “death ray” which in FTEZGIRAID’S opinion is the only 
possible defence against offensive use by another 1 nation of the Atomic Bomb. 

In this connection, it is noted that ths New York limes of September 22, 1940 
in an article entitled “SCrSNCE Ik THE SINS” by HILLTAR A. LAUR3SC3, Science 
Editor states that TESLAldevulged to LAURENCE the fact that he had developed 
a “death ray” or ’’teleforce” which TESLA claimed would melt airplane motors 
at a distance of 250 miles, so that actually an invisible Chinese Nall would 
be built arouhd a country against attack by an enemy air force i 

According to the article in tha TIMES, this electrical device would 
operate by the generation of power frea a plant, a number of which might bo 
located strategically along our coast linos and the bo eh from which would 
melt any engine within a radius; pf 250 miles. 


EER.Q3TRESSER stated that during FITZGERALD'S acquaintance with 
’SPANG!, FITlCERALDhad told S?W% of his associations with TESLA and had 
Apparently described to SPAKE! coco of TESLA’S mo3t secret work* BERGSTRSSSER 
believes that SPANEL, who he claims is definitely pro-Rus3ian in attitude, 
is now attempting through legal procedure to sebure custody of TESLA’S 
effects which are now held by TECLA’S only heir, one SAVA KOSANDVICII, who 
is presently in Yugoslavia occupying some governmental po3t. 

1 

It will be recalled that in an article published- on March 15, 1945,. 
by ths KT^ FEATURE STKDICATE INCORPORATED, WESTBROOK FEGLERE charged SPAI3L 
with spreading pro-communist and pro-i Russian propaganda through his full 
page advertisement in the newspapers, which SPABEL characterised as being 
published for the INTERNATIONAL LATEX CORPORATION,; as a public service feature 
It is also interesting to observe that in the New York Times of October 2, 
1945, an article appears which states that SPANS! is suing the KING FEATURE 
STKDICATS THOORPORATED for six nillion dollars alleging the column by 
PEGLER to have been liabelous. 
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B71G3TRES3ER stated that through FITZGERALD he too had not SPANBL 
and froa this personal acquaintance) ho forced the opinion that SPAKEL was 
definitely a cocaunist and is probably one of the financial, supporters of 
the Cocaunist Party in this country. B3RGSTBSSSSR stated that SPAKEL was 
born in Russia,, but is novr an American citizen. Up also charged that SPARER 
exartod tremendous political influence in Washington, J). C. * and. said that 
one bf SPAIN'S closest political* friends was EEKRY WALLACE. 

, EERG3TRESS5R advised that two agents froa Arny Intelligence contacted 

and stated that in an investigation to determine the Qualifications of 
FITZCT’AID for a commission, thoy had developed information indicating that 
SPARER was definitely endeavoring to secure possession of TESLA’S effects* 
BERGCTtrSSTR indicated that Amy Intelligence was pursuing an investigation, 
along these lines in an attempt to ascertain the complete story in this 
regard. 

For the Bureau’s information, BHRGSTRESSER was bom on July 3, 1912 
at pueblo, Colorado, he isuriaarried, end his family resides in 171 chita, Kansas* 
He is a graduate of Northwestern University and until July X945 had been a 
employee of thoOffl, overseas branch, froa March 1943 until 'January 1945. ’ Ho 
had been stationed in. China, attached to General Stillwell’s Headquarters, 
and was in charge of the physiological warfare Department of the QWI* 

BERCSTRTSER at present is not employed, however, he appears to have anple. 
funds since he travels all over the country and to aides in reputable hotels. 

Just recently he stated that he had driven General Stillwell’s car froa 
Washington to the West Coast as a personal favor to the General’s wife. 

- He advised that it is his desire to cooperate with FITZGERALD in securing 
legal possession of TSSLA’S effects in order that a neaorial foundation, nay 
ho established for the protection of TESLA’S experiments and for the preserver 
tion of the inventors neaory* 

BERGSTRESSSR. stated that FITEGERALD had interested a group Of young 
Aray scientists now working with hia at Weight Held in this foundation, and 
their ultimate goal is to eocuro the support of a wealthy backer in order that 
a foundation night be established and that a sort of n idea factory** night 
result. He said that they'intended, to, contact 1BSRY FORD, SR., to solicit 
his aid in this regard. ' 

■ B2R0STRSS8ER related ,that probably the greatest idea of TSSLA’S -pis - 

that involving the wireless transmission of electrical power* He claimed 
that TESLA had performed a' successful experiment many years ago at Pikes 
Peak, at *hich tine he harpaBsed local current froa. the sun’s rays which he 
built up into a huge potential of electrical energy. E2RGSTP.ESSER said that 
according id FjTZCSEALD, if this idea s could, be furthered, all electrical 
energy to operate the world’s machinery night he gotten absolutely free rather 
than by the costly method with which electrical poweris presently generated. 

? He said -that his idea was to conduct further experiments along this line 
! in China wjieije the nee$ fdw electrical power is very gpeat* 

-v* 1 * , it •flu.J' 1 oV 

r ' r i > 

Inquiry was wade At the-HAJ”!ATTAS STORAGE WAREHOUSE in Hew York City, 
and it was doterained that tho effects of HIKOLA TESLA are contained in some 
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75 packing cases and trunks and aye presently under coal by the Kcw York 
State Department of Taxation. It was learned that the rental for this 
storage, which approbates $15 per oonth* is being paid by one CPARL0TT5 
liUZAH, 134 East 63rd Street, New York, New York* who is listed as the agent 
for SAVA K93! v 07ICn. 

Iniuiry was also cade at the of Pipe of the Alien Property Custodian 
in Tew York City, concerning an investigation conducted by this office at 
the tine of TEEIA*5 death, and at which tine the latters property was placed 
tinder seal by the Hotted States (jovermeat. Mr. WALTER POESR'E!, Chief 
investigator' for the Alien Property Custodian, provided a cover loiter and 
a surgery of cSteri a J? cwnod by TESLA at the tlea of his. death which was 
eraiped by JOH 0. TE74P, of the office of SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH t PETEtOP* 
nr< l‘r» QORSOT, also stated; that his file in this natter rofleetod that 
on the night TESLA died his safe was forced open by a representative 6f tho 
S30R* k WALKS’* SAFI WANT. It'was fr* 00X301* S belief that a Mr. SX3SBY 
who is bellevod to bo one of the editors Of the POXLAR STTENCE MAOATIKE was 
present in TESLA’S roan shortly after tho safe was oponed. These individuals 
were WFLXS CE0EC2, EDWARD PALMER, Jcrid JOER J. CORBETT. 

There, are enclosed herewith two typewritten copies of tho report by 
ilr, 7RVJP of the ALIEN PROPERTY COGTOBIAH reflecting the findings of ME. 

TIPEIP, following his examination of TESLA’S effects. There la also enclosed 
herewith a photo'static copy of a list of persons associated with NIKOLA 
TECLA. This, latter itea. was furnished by Mr. BEEG3TRBS3ER. 

The there information is. furnished for the Bureau* s information, 
end no investigation is being conducted by this office. 



E. E. CONROY, SAC 
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19 October 1945, 
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Federal .Doreen. of Investigation; 
Federal Court House Building 
Hev-York;. Heir York '? '►' " 

.Attention: lb?,., Harvey Both 
Gentlenea: 


,It,is requested, that in the interest of national Defense, 
jocose be. given to (the effects,of Dr., Hicola Yeslaheld in^Kanhattan 
Warehouse at 57 th Street,. Hew Yorfe City, Hew York; ... 

We are desirous ,of obtaining pertinent. Inforcatibn concerning 
projects under consideration J>yithe Control BoUipEent. BrAncfc ;ofSth$ 
Bquipaent laboratory,. Engineering Division,. -Air fSchnical’ Service ‘ 

VOQBEZldi * 1 

* . 

■ *•* 

1 it . It is understood that., Dr. fesla, was yeii versed in the, 
partim^ field of inyestigationv'TUider' study 1 by the. Ariay,Air Forces; 
'furtha t? that, the ^ata froa -Ms\estate /may .assist tis 

> " " , ^ 

« 1 ^ 

* V ^ 

Be spe ctfully your s ;• 


, f 


u p < ■* 


-p-w 1 

^ * Cl .i’ 

i ^ ... \ ‘ Ag-3tT?Xj£0 

Pi vj 


L/C. CRAiGIE, 

Brigadier General; U, $, A. 
Chief, Engineering Division 
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R5s, BEKIfOSH SUBJECTS? 

SAVA KOSAKOVICIl* . , 

Experiments; and research of lttfLQty r TESLA (deceased) 
ESPIOMOE T-.tr * 1 * - ’ *' ' • ' i' ‘ 


1 

Dear Sir; 


f 

4 

^ " 


Reference is made to a letter dated October 17, 1945, captioned as 
above, which contains, a summary of recept- information received by this 
office relative to the effects of NIKOLA TEgtA ? .deceased inventor. 


* I 


H- 1 


On October 26,. 1945, Private RLOYQP. FITZGERALD, ASll 36916980, yrho 
is mentioped in the reference letter^ called in person at the 'Keir York 
office .together with Private DAVID It. MATT, ASN 39293663 ,; it. HERBERT 
0 . SCRUTT, and it. R.B. KODLB, all of a research, development unit at 
Wright field, Dayton, Ohio, These men carried a letter signed by BRIGADIER 
GENERAL L.C. CRAIGEB, Chief Engineering Division, Wright Held, requesting 
\ the assistance of this office in allowing the bearers of the letter 1 
' access to the effects of KIKOLA TESLA* 

r / ■ » * » ' 

> * 

It was explained to ’.private; FITZGERALD and his associates that 
this office had bo jurisdiction oyor TBSlA’s. effects,, and fTTZQBRA|D was 
referred to the office Of the. Alien Property Custodian, which made a 
very thorough investigation of TESLA's belongings following the inventory 
death.. 

+.4 1 

For 1 the Bureau* s inforaation, Private FITZGERALD* and his associates, 
stated that the Arny bolievea TESLA’s "Deatti pay”' to be the only possible 
defense against, the atonic bomb, And they feel, that possibly the secret 
of the. "Death Ray" lies among TESLA*s effects, which Occupy several trunks 
at the Manhattan Storage Warehouse, Kew York City. Xtwill be recalled 
that prior to K5LA *s death, FITZGERALD, Who is reported to be a brilliant 
young scientist, was taken by TESLA as his protege. 


This office is conducting no investigation on this matter; 




* 

\^y 




•V* /* 


i 


Vvb •!£** 






* - 



~ V“ 

B.. E. COISOY, GfiC>i /~) 1 

■ \S.k 







0 


a 




> 


^>'UJ 




—JMR. SC 

— j 


-I 



March 29th, 195' 


JLMONT 

.ifoaBUN 

....MR. COEUEJt 
.—.MR. GRANVILLE 

-MR. HUGHES 

-MR. KENNEDY- 

_MR. LEWIS 

—MIL .MARCHESS AULT 
—-MR. RAGAN 
—NIG IIJ^T)PERVIS©R 
XING 
.OlR. 'lUoHY 
-.MR. WALSH 
MR. WOHL 
F CLERK 
—PROPERTY CLERK 
—TRAINING UNIT 



MEMO SAC: 



REj NICOLAI PES: 

SAVA II. KOSAUOVIC 

■fa tip 

On this date Insp. A. Belmont advised that one 
SAVA N. KOSANOVIC ES contacted the Burdgu and 
advised that he was formerly Yugoslav Minister 
in N.Y.C.jHY. He further stated that he was 
made administrator of the Estated of a relative 
HICOLAI PESLA.who died 1-7-U3. Pesla had left 
all of his technical papers to be given to the 
institute of Belgrade. 


PESLASs papers were left in the Manhattan Storage 
Co, and the Manhattan Storage Co. advised him 
that the F.B.I. had made MICRO- FILMS of all these 
papers. 

.. . ’ » 

KOSAKOVIC requested that if the F.B.I. had done 
so, would it, be‘possible for him to get a copy 
of same???????? ■ ’ , ’ 

;n?SP BELMONT advised IE. KOSANOVIC that he 
doubted very much; if the F.B.I. had done this 
but he couid.check and find out - . 






Insp. BELMONT requests -that a ? chedk be made on 
this matter and,if this is the case, was anything' 
of vAlue.-obtained* ' 
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Birector, F3J ~ Aprlll7, 1950 

SAG, Kew Xork 

t * 

SAVA H. K0S$O7IC 
ttUft SECTO3MTO 
(Borne 65-47953) 


Betulet dated,Apri. 13 -last. 

h , , * * * 1 

Oil April 7, 1950 agents of this office interviewed Mr. J.V. P0TT3, 

Vice President of the-Manhattan Warehouse and Storage Company, 52nd Street 
fe 7th Avenue, Kew York City, and. at that tine MJ. PC TIG advised that the 
xule3 of his lira required that, all persons gaining access to gopd3 stored 
by Manhattan first had to fill out an Appropriate fom sotting forth thoir 
names, date of visit, end reason for,requesting access to the goods* 

* *• , * 

In a review pf tho fils'pertaining to the storage of the effects of 
NlfBIA TB5IA, KE* P0S5S revealed that only ono suchyisit. had been cade by 1 
persons outside of the nanageaorit of Manhattan Storage itself. This one 
occaasion took place on January 26 and 27, 1943, at Which tine representatives 
of the Alien Property Custodian cade a thorough review of the entire effects 
of the JOESIA estate. 


The TESIA effects are stored in rooms 5J and 5L of Manhattan Storage’s 
warehouse at 52nd Street & 7th Avenue, Key,,tbrkCity. HE. MICHAEL JPEG, who 
Stated he had been Floor Supervisor for approximately 10 years on the floor 
in question, stated that he. could recall only 5 the one- occaasion in early 1943 
wfeai m examination has pads of the TESIA effeats« HP stated that ,at that 
tine numerous .photographs wore taken by the exaedners., Eis description, of 
the equipment used would tend to show that a aicrofila: reproduction was made 
of sens of the papers of the deceased scientist, if . KIIIC added that several 
of the group caking the examination, wore U.S. TJavy uniforms, and during the 
two days required to complete the examination the civilian assistants, in the 
group were identified to bin only as 'fEDEsAL AUTIDJIETIES". According to 121. 
KIKO, no other instance of cicroflining of the records of the TESLA estate has 
taken place since that tine. 


It should be noted that the Moreau was informed <?f the examination men¬ 
tioned above by New York letter (with attachments) dated October 17,. 1945> 
entitled. L<3KKCEN SUBJECT] SAVA HCSAi^VICHl Experiments tt Eesearch pf HIEPLA 
ECU (BAUcased), Espionage-iU 
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Letter to Director, FBI 
HI 105-1391 

1 

- v * 

f 

* * * 

UR. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan from 
SAVA N* JpSAIiOVIGH, nor had Manhattan Infdrced hin, in ary way, that an ex¬ 
amination of the TESLA, effects' had been nade By anyone* £1 fact, added .MR* 
POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has seen in the 
form of bills for storage. 

t 

1®* POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate wpUld 
of necessity be directed to him, and to date no- such inquiries have been made* 

» 1 ’ + 

agents explained, to MR» ‘POTTS that the examination nade, 

, was not instigated by the Bureau,, nor had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination* ' 

1. 1 

Unless .advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 
a closed status, and no.further investigative action is .contemplated by this 
■office. CLOSED. 

1 

« 1 <• 
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Interviewing 
aS mentioned above 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; ’ 

SAVA koSANOVICH; ^ l ^-~-- 

Experiments, "and Research of NIKOLA. pSLA (deceased) 
ESPIONAGE - M . . . * - 


t 

1 


At 10:40 A. M»> 2 / 5 / 5 !,, MrV Carl Hennrich, Bureau, called rela* 
hive to-the following Individuals:— ABRAHAM SPANEL; RALPH BERGSiRfeSSl;' 



s 

1 Mr... Hennrich said RIKOLA JESLA' Bad died ‘some years tack; that 

;he Bad Been quite ’a scientist; and-Vas supposed to, Nave teen, prior" to 
his death,, working oq death rays: After he died there .were allegations 
made, that among his papers. Were ^material from which a death ray could he 
developed^ ao a result of which / |he Alien -Enemy Custodian seized All his 
documents. " 

* * , 1 

» • 

-AHUiHAM SPANEL'used to be with International-Latex Corp.- Durr 
ing the years, there have been a number'of nonspecific' complaints received 
X.e SPANEL's alleged CP' sympathies-,. One of these, complaints came from 
RALPH BERGSTOESSER. 

1 ' .1 

RALPH BERGSTRESSER, in 1945, visited the NYO and talked with. 

SA Harvey Rath. Mr, Rath reported this to the Bureau in memo dated 
-10/17/45 under the title, UNKNOWN' SUBJECTS; SAVA KOSANOVICH, EXPERIMENTS 
AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA .KESLA (Deceased); ESPIONAGE - .M„ That memo re¬ 
flects an. interview'with RALPH BERGSTRESSER in which BTOKESSER fur¬ 
nished information regarding. SPINEL and also f egardingffiSLA papers. 

The inference was SPANEL was trying to get hold of ^SsLA papers for 
some sinister purpose.; As a ,result of that contact, BYO^contacted the. 
Alien Enemy Custodian and found they had submitted the r pSLA papers in 
19^3 to M.I.T. and a representative .of M.I.T. had furnished them with 
information that they found no information that would he helpful ai to 
an unfriendly nation. ’' , 
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•Now, BptGSTRESSER, the early part, .of last year,- wrote to 
Senator Joseph McCarthy and the .Senator turned his- letters over tcf- 
jthe' Bureau, ;Ohe of the letters t 6 Senator McCarthy was regarding 
SRANEL.; j[n that letteb he advised l^cGfirthy that he had taken two 
days in about April, 194$,- to explain" the entire story to-the FBI 
in New York City *, He said they started ah investigation against 
SPANEL and after a few weeks indicated that their hands were tied;, 
%St. that there was, nothing the FBI' could do as they had been stopped 
from a higher level* They did not say yes or .no in- reference- to 
SPANEL; in other words, they Would not commit themselves too ■■much* 
However, they later indicated that apparently my suspicions Were 
true. HARVEY RATH, the FBI agent who I dealt with most, resigned ; 
his job and requested that X never discuss this matter with him ' , 
again; that he had a Wife ahd. family to. consider. I ’asked him if 
there wasn't" sdme hope left and.he stated that the ,r 3»t hope was,,. 
Congress." X have never seen of contacted him again as per his 

L request. 

< ** ^ 

Mr. Hennrich said Senator McCatthy turned this material 

over to the Bureau last June- or July,- but nothing Was done about 
it. The other day Weshbr 90 k Pegler was in town and stopped ih to 
see Asst.. DiT* I. B. Nichols-, at which, tjxqe he. spoke- alot>about 
SPANEL. Sometime ago SPANEL, sued Pegler "for libel and now it ap- 1 
pears PEGLER' is out to get him, 'One of Pegler * s- Contacts-is BERG- 
STRESSER. When Mr. Nichols reviewed the Bureau files in this mat- 
- ter, he inquired about -the reason why former SA Harvey Rath had 
not heen interviewed ih this matter s 

f * t, 

,Mr> Hennrich requested that former -SA Harvey Rath 1 be 
interviewed and that we find out what he has: to say in addition 
to the information'reported by him in NY letter to the Bureau - * 

mentioned above." 



WILLIAM M. WHELAN, ASAC 


WMW:MFB 


t 







v -5* „ 


A ► * v - > 

r 

h 


U j -r 


V « X t *■ ^ *- . t ** * * 


>*> - T, ~ ^ V ~ - 


♦ * = * * 


! € 


‘ .^v-v& 


t * 


l 


u 


• W 


0 




6 




■ ** 


j > - 

4* . * 

> « 


4 ■* 

1* 


Key York, U. Y~. 

2 / 5/51 . 


J5SM0. 


Her 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

SAVA KOSANOVICH; "' • 

Experiments and Research of MIKOLA K323LA, (deceased) 
ESPIONAGE - <M *- ’ * « 1 .-’V 

•** - * a * * J 1 -rt 


t -! 


At 10:k6 A* M», 2 / 5 / 5 I/ Mr* Carl Eenririch, Bureau, called rela-. 
tlve to the following Individuals:— AERAHAM-SPANEL; RALPH BERGSIRESSER; 
NIKOLA KESLA. . . : 


< •Mr. ; Hennrich said NIKOLA 'KESLA had died some years hack; that 
he had been quite a Scientist; .and was supposed to.ihaye been, prior to 
his death, working on death rays * -After ■hiq died there yttfO allegations, 
made that among his papers were material from which a death ray coUld he 
developed, as .a result of which tfce. Alien Enemy custodian seized all his 
documents, ". . » ' 


ABRAHAM SPANEL used to he with International Latex COfp r Dur¬ 
ing the years,, there haye; been .a number of nonspecific complaints received 
re SPANEL.’.s,alleged CP sympathies*. ■ One of these complaints came from. 

RALPH'BHGSteESSER* . ‘ *. 

\ - — * 4 W ** * ’( ' <■ f J 


RALPH BERGSOTE5SER,. in 19^5, visited the MYO and talked with- 
BA Harvey Rath. Mr. Rath reported this to the bureau, in memo' dated* 
IO/ 17 /A 5 under the title, UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; gAVA KOSANOVICH, EXPERIMEliTS 
AND RESEARCH <F NIKOLA KESLA (Deceased); ESPIONAGE - M. That memo re¬ 
flects an interview with. RALPH _ESRGSTRESSER in Which BERGSTRES3ER. fur¬ 
nished information.regarding SPANEL and also regarding K1SLA papers. , 
The inference was SPANEL Was trying to: get hold of-KESLA, papers for 
some sinister purpose. As ft result, of that, contact, NYO .contacted the. 
Alien Enemy Custodian and found they had submitted the KESLA. papers in 
1933 to M.J.T. and a representative of M. I.T* had furnished them with 
information that they found no Information that would j>e. helpful-si to 
an. Unfriendly nation. ... 
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Row, B3SGSEIEG3ER, the early part Of last year* .wrote to. 
Senator Joseph. McCarthy and the Senator turned Tils letters oyer to 
the Bureau, One of the letters to Senator McCarthy was. regarding 
fePAREE; In that letter'he advised-KcCArthy that he $a& taken two 
days inabout April;. 19,45, to explain the entire story to the FBI 
in-ifew fork City, Me -said they Started art investigation against 
SPAREL and .after- a few weeks indicated that their hands were tied; 
hut that there yas nothing the FBI could'do as they had been stopped 
from a higher level. 5hey did np.t Eay yes or ho in reference to. ’ 
SPARE!.} in.other words, they would not cobalt themselves too catch.. 

J Eoweyer, they later? indicated that apparently my suspicions were, 
true, mm MASH, the FBI agent who I dealt with cost, resigned 
his job and requested that I never discuss this matter with, him 
again; that he had a ; wife .and fariily to consider"; I .asked him if" 
there wasn’t sCae hope left and he stated “that, the "iM^hope tips 
Cpngress, w -liave neves? seen-.or contacted .him* again as pear his 
request, 

* t 


Mr, Eennrich saidSenAtor McCatthy turned this material 
over to the Bureau last June or July, hut nothing was done about 
it, die*.other day He3tbrook Fegier was ih town and stopped in. to 
see Asst. J)ir. "L, Wlflchols, at. which -time he spoke &Lot, about' 
EPta, Sometime, ago BPAIJEI* shed .Pe^LCr for libel, and how- it ap¬ 
pears PECJLER is out to get-.him. One of Fegier # .s contacts ik ’BER&* 
SlBESSERt When Me, Richols sjoVlewed the Bureau, files in this mat¬ 
ter, he' inquired about the reason why former SA. Harvey Rath had 
not been interviewed in. this matter ; 


Mr. Eennrich requested that former SA Harvey Rath be 
interviewed'and that; We find out what ho has to say in Addition, 
to, the infoimtion ■ repor te d by him in NY ■ letter to the Bureau 
10 / 17 / 45 . mentioned above> * 


WHJSIAM li. KIELAN, ABAC 
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Director, FBI 

Atti Inspector Carl Eerinrlch. 
SAC,, hew York 


macKOKsr qusjEcs 
sava KosArovicnj 

Experiments tod. 
'ESPIONAGE - H 




v Reference is cad® to- telephone call 
Bureau, to ASAOW* H. Whelan, 2/5/51, 


The Bureau pointed out ‘they were in receipt of a letter written 
by RABpII BESGCIHESOEt to Senator Joseph McCarthy relative to one AEHABAM 
GFAESL ia which he cakc3 certain allocations about conversations which he 
had with former SA Earvey 2. Rath, On 2/8/51, KrV Bath cane to this office 
and furnished the following information,; 


After reviewing, HI letter to Bureau IO/ 17/45 which had’ been die-’ 
dated by HATH, he recalled that on 8/9/45 BESGS3BEp325 cane to the Bow Berk 
Office tod furbished eoae nonspecific informtion and he ajpln appeared at 
the Eew York Office and spoke to Ihr. Bath 9/27/45* Ail of the inforoation 
furnished by BEBGSEffiSSER was reported in the above referenced letter. 
These are the only two visits Mr* Bath recalls EEBG3EE333 ever having 
cade to this office. 

1 

" i 

For the Bureau’s information, a search of NY files reflect 
ETSGSSBEOSJEl came to 'this Office on another natter and, furnished a cca- 
plaint G/lO/42, which natter has no relation whatsoever to the above 
captioned matter, It should be pointed out also that the indorsation 
furnished by BETiGSElEGSIH in 1942 was also of a nonspecific nature* 

This inf creation was set forth in report of SA John T, Murphy, NY, 
10/22/43, in the- case entitled JOSEPH THEODORE WAIBHCK, Vi3., ESP, G. 


Mr. Rath recalls that he ieft-the Eureau in May, 1945, te - 
enter private industry; that sometime after his resignation EET.XEEBSEl 
contacted him telephonically at his place of business. Be cculd offer no 
explanation as to how B21G3TSEXER knew where he was employed. EIB33ZB3- 
GZR, ot that time, asked him if the FBI was doing anything about the cat¬ 
ter he bad previously reported and Mr. Bath recalls having told hia that 
that was conothing about vhich he could offer iso inforaation since he had 
officially resigned his connection with that agency* Mr. Bath rcaenbers 
specifically informing EERG3TSECSE3 that, if he had any further inforca-.. 
tioa to provide,- he should take same to -the Eev York Cffice where someone 
fully qualified would be- cognizant of all facts previously furnished, 

Mr* Bath has not heard from E2T.G3EEC3I3 since that phone-call, Ee has 
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further^thai just after he left the Bureau, he received calls frost 
several persons, particularly confidential sources he had developed| 
with whom he had left his hone phone to, make inquiries pf him or t6 
give hid information and he‘, in. all instances, made it a practice 
to refer the* to the Hew York Office just as he did BERG3IBESSER. 

f ' « 






* \ 


The files of the* Hew York Office definitely indicate that 
BERGSTEffiSSER did hot furnish any information to this office in 
April, 19^5, as he Hah alleged, but that he cane to this office on 
two separate occasions, namely 6/9/h5 and 9 / 27 /h5* 


4 1 With regard, to BERGSTRESSER’e allegation that the m star¬ 
ted an investigation against SPAHEL andaf ter a few weeks Indicated 
their hands were tied, the Bureau is advised that there is. no record 
in this office Of our ever starting on investigation of SPAHEL adl, 
as a batter of fact SPAHEL resides in Delaware and such an investiga¬ 
tion would not be undertaken by tills, office* RATH advised that he 
at no tine advised BERG3TRES3ER that the Bureau Was undertaking any. 
investigation-of SPAHEL- and neither' did he evwf indicate that the 
Bureau was not investigating him: because its hands were tied* He 
never indicated to BERGSTRES3ER. that hlS (BERGSTBE^SEH^S) suspicious 
relative to SPAHEL were either true or false. 


Relative to DERGSSRESSER’s knowledge that RM was carried 
and had a family, Mr. Rath advised this knowledge thy have been given . 
to BERGSIRIBSER in the following way* The interviews*between RATH 
and BERGSOBESSER had been friendly. When EERGSTRES3SR called, RATH 
after he Bad left the Bureau,* sometime in 19l}6, RATS believes B2SG- 
S5SESSER asked him Why he loft the Bureau and RA!IH says he cay have 
replied that he had a wife and family and had recently purchased a 
Dome in Hew Jersey and found the needs of FBI service to travel around , 
difficult for him under the circumstanced. Hr. Rath said he definitely 
did not ask DERG3TRESSER not to call him or ever discuss this matter 
with him because he had a, wife and family* He did request kSGOHRESSER 
cot to call him in this matter any more since he Was no longer connected 
with' the FBI and such matters .should be discussed with a. representative 
of that, organization* 
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Mr* Bath further*states that he did,cot .discuss the 
Bcritsof this case in anyway during Hid -last telephone tonyer-, 
satiog with imQG©ESS#’ >phd>. hence-, he is' positive that he 
aa&rak isade &ny’Btateaehl thdt there vasi ne-.fcopO left or that, 
"the last hope was ‘C0ngreg(8 w ♦ 

i » ' , 

Since the One phone call referred to above Yx. Bath 
has Jaad no contact whatsoever with EBBG3TRESSE1 tod Be has 
never heard anything iron,hits or hhout h&a. 
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PETS1 SAVO, 132 Vest ?3th Street, Uptf York 
24* lieu York, a. united States citiscn or Yugoslav - 
extraction* uho oh occasion* voluntarily furnishes, 
the Ecu York Office tith information ha, considers to 
bo in the interestsof the ^security of the United 
States Government/ furnished Special Agent 
NICHOLAS J.llASTEU/ICI the following information on a 

aw 3, i9B7t ; - . ■ 


Ttt 


SAVO stated that a certain tfomah named. . 
1^3, E&EGAR3T STOrdiuko lives- jjlth her hush and* 

at the Colonial Eotel, 51 test 01st Street* lieu 
York 24, Ecu York, has been issuing newsletters which 
Contain information pertaining. to flying saucers 
- and interplanetary matters. 


V f 

SAVO-stated thatin his opinion ilr* .And ^ 
Hr 3. STORI! are exploitinc the reputation end* genius 
of 1IIK0LA TESLA/ deceased, Inventor of Yugoslav * - - 

extraction who ahieycd world tide. fame ad a result of" 
his inventions in the Ifciited States* 

l -"T 



TESLA was torn in Smiljan, Yugoslavia in. 

July, 1859 and cane to the United Staten in 1894 < 
end became a naturalised United Stated citiscrt. In 
1C3^ TESLA designed the arc-lighting system end tud, • •■* 
Y-6aro later he ihvented the Tesla* motor end designed 
a plan for the tran±dcoidn of alternating: current. ; 
In. subsequent years, TESLA fc discoveries and inventions 
incUGod such fields and appliances as t?ifolcps 
conronication, electrical oscillation, radiant power* and 
radio cctivo* matter. After 1900, communications, 
and wireless p 9 ;:er transmission occupied most- of 
his research* ’ . 1 ’ _ . 


2 - Eueau {m) (encs.2), 

L- Los; Angeles, (Info) (Encl.l) 
^ ECU York (65-12290) ‘ 1 
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TESLA'S only military Invention Was. a method, 
. to which. he once eluded but nevr fully described. 

This invention Kas. a means whereby an. inpenatrable- 
„ "wall of force" can bo erected around the United % . , 
States' borders Which would render helpless any . . - 
military attack# TESLA, disclosed tbo existence 4 
of his plan in 1934 and .stated he intended to present 
it to the Geneva conference but seldom referred to it 
afterward. , ■ - ~ ^ ' 


The "Her York Times" dated 9/22/40* 
carried an article setting forth, HlQDLA TESLA's plan for a 
"Death Ray"* This article Included information to- 
the effect that TESLA** 0 S 1 his- 84th birthday,’ duly 10, 1940* 
advised Hew York Times reporter" WILLIAfl A. LAWRENCE. ‘ - . 

that be was ready to -divulge to the United States . , • " • 
Government the secret of his " teleforce" > with which 
ho said airplane motors Would be molted at a distance 
of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of 
defense would be built around the country against -any 
attempted attack, by an. enemy airforce no tetter how 
largo* According to TESLA* this "toleforco" was f _. : - 

based Oh ah entirely new principle- of Physics that 
"ho one, has eVcr dreamed, about" and Was different from 
thxirinciple 'embodied in his inventions relating to 
the transmission cf electrical power' .from a distance* 

fob which he recetyeda number of baoid patents j -. , 

. . ’ - - " * - . , - 

TESLA stated that this, new typo of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of k , 
square c centimeter in diameter and Could be 
generated, from A special plant that Would cost no. more 
than two million dollars and would takd only about three - 
months to castruct* TESLA stated that a dzen such 
plants located at strategic points along the :coast, ' - 
according to TESLA? would, be enough to defend the 
traited States against all possible aerial attacks* - " 

TESLA' statci that thin beam would molt any engine., v . - 

and would also ignite explosives aboard any* bomber^ - • 

TESLA stated that no possible defense against it Could 4 
be devised and he asserted that the. beam would be- all 
penetrating, 
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TESLA stated to Mr*/ LiWEEMOE. that he 
cihcs ono l^ortahfe atipulation before ho tiohld * - 
diyulge this .secret to the United States Government 
and that was that Should the -united States Government 
decide to. tSlio up his defer/ he 'would C° to work at 
Once hut that the United States Government would have 
to trust him, TESLA stated that ho„ would suff er 
he interference from ejeports, _ r 


t t 


In this "iteU Tork ?imos H article Mr* lAW^EHCE ’ 
Cemsonted that Uith conditions as they Wore in 1940/ 
and with the United SUtes getting ready to spend 
pillions of dollarafor Rational, Defense/ Hr* TESLA, 1 s 
Great reputation naan inventor/ who always- wad many 
years ahead of his time* should he giyen careful., , 
consideration * #r, LAWRENCE fitted/ in his opinion/ 
the united States U$yprnncht should tal:e Mr> TESLA: 
at his Word and comaib3ldn him .to go ahead With the 
construction of his " s, toleforce ,f plant* 

■i i-_ 

, _ The Sou Yorh file of Mr* TESLA boars no- 
indication that any additional developments. were 
carried onin connection with, T2SA*& invention and 
whether or net tesla fully divulged his hew plan* 
to the United States Government^ r 

r " -3 * — 

TESLA died at the age, of* 85 on January 7/ 1543 

. “ - * 1 * It L '• 
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>!r, SAV0 provided a two- page -copy of the 
above mentioned newsiettOh which ih^,sand‘Mr3. r STOB11 ; 
have been distributing in connection tilth the alleged 
invention by TESLA* which* according to Be* ad 
.Hrs,. STORM* consists of a radio type. machine /mown as 
the Tesla S£t which lids invented by Mr, TESLA in 1938 
for interplanetary ccmmunication, Mr, and Mrs. STORM 
Claim that TESLAIa engineers did not complete the 
MLa set until aftor TESLA* b death in 194$;* Hr* and. 
MrSi STORM claim that this Set was placed inoporbion 

in 1950 and. Since that time TESLA engineers have been 

in close touch with* b|ace hhips*, .etc*? 
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. . Silo ttot'Plettor furnished by Hr, SAVO inolu&od 
the £oilCijih3 names i *• 



She files of the Host YcrX Office contained 
no pertinent intonation ‘ resardins aay of the 
deoyo KOntLoned individual a* ' 


©jo photodtatic copied of this newsletter 
nro boina cent to the bureau for purposes Of 
information while one copy is heina submitted to 
the? lop AncoleP Office ior information puyp£>oc3 t 






